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The Jourmul of Agrienlture for Jobn Scotin,

sion.  Indeed, according to the oflicial
docament i1 which the Imperial govern-
ment annocuces their deterinination to
establish a civil administrtion in Nova
Seotia, a capy of which is now on the
writer's table, the expedition was to con-
sist of “ officers and men lately dismissed
from his Majesty’s Land and Sea Service.”
Fach seammn or private soldier wus to
receive, in feo simple, 50 acres of Jand,
and ten acres in addition were allotted to
every member of a lunily—the same
editions being allowed to trulesmen
whose sevvices might be requived fur
huilding.  To the agricultural class, or
other kinds of scttlers, no encouragement
whatever wis at this time given, so that
probably uot one farmer landed with
Cornwallis. Against this policy Governor
Taurence had both the good sensy and
fortitude to remonstrte, declving that
soldiers were the least qualified, from
their profession, of any living men, to
establish a new colony.  Tin government
appreciated the force of the objection,
and the Governor was permitted to adopt
measures to bring a were suitable class ot
immigrants into the Province.

The settlers who arrived in the Hector
in Pictou in 1773, were a difterent class,
But not by any means fitted by previouns
training for clearing and cultivating the
land. For centuries Scotland had been
divested of its ancient forests, and the
Higblanders who came from Rosshire,
and other counties, in the Ilector, hml
no experience whatever in wiclding the
axe, or steady agricultural work. In the
Novthern counties, to which they be-
longed, the system of agriculture was
extremely limited, and of the rudest
kind, Sheep and black cattle occupied
almost exclusively the attention of the
professedly farming class. The total want
of experience in clearing the land and pre-
paring it forsecd, on the part of the early
settlers, in conjunction with their geneml
poverty, vendered their triuds pecutiarly
severe. In Dr. Patterson’s History of the
Cuounty of Picton, unexaggerated details
are given of the nature of the difficulties
encountered, and the privations endured,
the very contemplation of which makes
one shudder. Mr. Ismel Longworth,
also, in delivering the closing address at
the Colehester County exhibition in 1877,
supplied information as to th2 poverty
and absence of agricultural skill by which
many of the British settlers in that fine
county were distingnished, and the trinls
and suffering they econsequently expert-
enced. Omno or two cases of absolute
styrvation were veported, and in some
ingtances the potataes planted were dug
tq preserve lite. But the Letters of John
Young led to the formation in the county
of an agricultural society, and Colchester
has ever sinco made progress in the noble
prt of husbandry, and stands in this, the

yearof gmco, 1831, in the van of -
vineinl agricultural progress and public
spivit,

The remarks made in reganl to the
class of emigrants who arrived in Picton,
and who were followed by huudreds of o
similar type, are equally applicable to
nearly the entire population of Cupe
Breton,  Indeed the latter were still less
fittedd, by previous habits and triinmyg,
for the kind of husbandry requived in
the Jand of their adpption. The great
body of them came from thy Hebrides—
islaneds where the land was consigned
by the larger proprictors-—the heads of
clans—to *“taxmen,” who sublet it in
very small sections to “crofters,” who
nnited to the cultivation of a few onta
and potatoes, ‘ne occupation of petty
fishermen,  and  whase  distinguishing
charmeteristic was devotion to the chiefs
of the respective claus, being ever ready
at their eall to sacrifice their lives in
behalt” of any cause which was to be
vindicated by the sword, and who, more-
over. had a constitutional antipathy to
carpest agricultural kibowr.  We might
vefer Lo the 16,000 cmigrants who at-
tempted  to settle  in Shelburne, as
turnishing striking evidence of the general
absence on the part of a very large pro-
portion of tho early settlers of the quali-
ties neceseary to constitute hard working
and  skiliful agriculturists.  Governor
>art, in writing to Lord North in 1783,
estimated the number of Loyalists who
arvived in Nova Scotin 'u a few months
at 13,000, Many of them were able and
enterprising men of business, but few of
them had experience in the kind ol labour
required in the forest primeval.

We cannot pursue this branch of the
subject further at present.  Enough has
been raid to account for the low state of
agricultute in the Province when the
father of the art in Nova Scotin—John
Young—Dbegan tu write on the subject,
as well as for the absolute contempt in
which the occupation was held, as gisiphi-
cally described by its able advocate.

John Younyg was a native of Ialkirk,
a town sitnated about twenty miles west
of Finbuigh. He was edueated in the
Clasgow University, and, as a student,
distinguished  himself by his classieal
attainments.  His father iuntended that
lie should become a minister of the Chureh
of Seotland, but the young man'’s inclina-
tions did not lie in that direction. In
Glasgow he devoted himself, with mode-
rate success, to mercantile pursuils
When twenty-five years of age, Mr
Young married a lady in all vespects
worthy of him, who presented him with
nine ghildren, six of whom died in
infancy. In 1814 he resolved to remove
with his wife and family to Nova Scotia,
where he arrived in April of that year
e had been only four years in the Pro-

vinee when he began to write those Lettory
on Agriculture in the Acadivn Recorder,
which rendered his name fanous,  The
first of the series appeaved on the 18th
of July, 1818, Tho peculiar vigour
#31 scholustic chawmeter of hiy style, ns
W 1t 8 the aceuracy and extent ot his
information, at once arrested attentioun,
Wo give the concluding seutences of his
first detter in his own words: ¢ The
ahsence of agricultural socictivs i3 & deci-
sive proof of the low and degruded state
which the profession veenpies. The first
gratnd step towirds internal improvement
must be the establishient of such socicties
in every county, and in most of the town-
ships, which should hold stated mectings
for the dizcussion of o)l matters of con-
mon interest, and for the ndjudging and
distribmtion of prizes, on subjects which
have been previously anunounced and
published in the newspapers,  These
institutions would dignily ruml affaes,
woull excite o priceipl: of emulation,
would draw attention to uscful discoveries,
and would gradually introduce a more
effective and enlightened mods of prac-
tice” Dr J. W. Dawson, in writing
respecting Nova  Scotian  agriculture,
hears testimony to  the excellenco of
Agricola’s Istters, ¢ Iu the carlier days
of agriculture, he writes, our Province
could boast of one of the ablest writers
on the subject, and even now, after all
the rapid progress ot agricultural chemis-
try, every reader of Young's Letters of
Agricoln must be astonished at his clear
apprecintion  of fucts and principles

.zarcely thought of in his day, even by s
the ablest chumists and agriculturists of Rg

Europe.”

Bat Agricola's Letters were peculiarly
valuable on account of their practical
results.  They led to the organization of
societies, whicl: stiil continue in aetive and
beneficial operation in the province. The
first of them was formed five monthsafter
Agricolw’s finsl letter was published. At
a meeting held in Halifax in Decembor,
1818, tor the purpuse of instituting a cen-
tral society of agriculture, Lord Dalhousie
presided.  In the course of his Lordship’s
remarks he paid a deservedly high com-
plement to Agricola for his adwmirable
letters, and propased that he should be
Secretary of the Soard.  Fifteen hundreds
ponnds had been voted by the legislaturg
for agricultural purposes, and Brentof X

Ialiiburton, who had consented to occupyil

the position of Seceretary, pro fempore,
was anxions to give plice to Agricola,
who had hitherto concealed his veal name.
At length Mr Young very reluctantly
made himselt known, and assumed the
position to which lic had been appointed,
wid fur which he was so well fitted. In
April, 1819, the first meceting of the
saciety wag held in the House of Assem-

bly, the Licutenant-Governor in the chair.
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