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way that it 'vas not necessary in order
to, constitute a breach of the law that
there should be any payment, called
in the rough veî-nacular ' a bribe,' or
that there should be any prior agree-
ment, un derstanding, or expectation
that any money or fee would be paid
for services iii legislation. But if
rnoney liad corne to, and been ac-
cepted by, a meitiber, wbiether as a
'gratuity' or as 'paynient' for ser -
vices rendered, the Parliamentary
crime wvas conitted whichi rendered
the guilty menmber hiable to exp)ulsioni.
These examiples showv that f rom the
earliest days Parliainent bias exercised
a strict surveillance oveî- its members
in cases wbere there biad been the
reception of nioney for services ren-
(leted iii the flouse;- and that it bas en-
deavoured by the extrenie punisbment
of expulsion to 'var against the corrup-
tion of niembers and the 'selling of
their voices ' iii Parliament. Accord-
ing, to the comnion sense of the thing,
thée mnenber wbo accepts a fee froin
priv'ate parties for selvices rendered
in Parlianien4t sells for monev bis judi-
cial andl legîsiative functions ani sur-
renders bis independent and free judg-
mient of rigbit and 'vrong in respect of
tbe measuire before the House; bis
usefulness tbere ' for the great and
good service of the Commonwealth ' is
g,-one; -andl lie becornes foi' the time be-
ing the repriesentative of tbe private
interest whose money is in bis pocket,'rather than the representative of the
people be 'vas electe(l to serve.

But wbile Parliament bas thus piun-
ished the acceptance of niioney for legis-
lative services, another, and equally
dangerous inter ference with the judi-
cial and legisiative functions of Par-
liai-nent, came prominently before
the Houise, and 'vas deait with in con-
sequence of the following case

In 1858, a charge 'vas preferred
against Mr. Jsaac Butt, M. P., for
Youghal, an able and eloquent Irish
Q ueen's Counbel, that be bad, wbile a
member of Parliament, agreed, in
consideration of receiving a large sum

of money, to, advocate and prosedute in
the flouse of Commons, certain dlaimis
of the Ameer of Rhajapoor, in Scinde.
A committee of the House 'vas ap-
pointed to investigate the charge, and
their report, while it acquitted Mr.
Butt of the corrupt agreement cbarged,.
reported that bie 'vas to receive £ 10,-
000 to f)roceed to India to prosecute
the Ameer's dlaims liefore the Local
Government of Bombay ; and that it
'vas not showvn that any payment to,
Mr. Butt hiad reference to any pro-
ceedings in Parliament (W>. But to show

1the opinion of the "Flouse as to the
emiploymnent of miembers in regard to
inatters which nighlt thereafter cornt
betfore tbem in thlîir capacity as mem-
ber-s of the Huse-, the following reso-
lution 'vhicb aplies equally to lay, as
it does to legal, niembers 'vas carried

'ilat it is contrary to the ulsage,
and deregatory to the dignity of this
House, tbat any of its members slîould
bring for waî-d, l)roinote or advocate in
this 11louse, any piroceeding or measure
In which bie miay hiave acted, or been
concerned, for or- in consideration of
any pecuniary fee or reward '(I,).

Thuis resolution afluîrns the principle
wbicli sbould guide every member of
Parlianient, lawyer and layman, in bis
public duty. During the debate, the
vie'vs of one of the leading journals
were (1uoted by Lord Hotham, the
mover of the resolution, as follows
'A barrister in Parliament is retained

by a fr-e of exaggerated magnitude, to,
advise upon business pî-ofessedlv in-
tended to be brougbt before an ordi-
nary cour-t of law. '-Consultations are
gî-avely held, and suggestions gi-avely
made, to the effect that the matter is
one in 'vliclî resort to a legal tribunal
is hopeless. The legal mnember, to,
whonm tbe retaining fee bas been paid,
is requested to undertake the case. He
does so0 ostensibly as a representative
of the people giving bis utibiassed
opinion on a matter of national con-

(a) 148 Hansard, 3rdl S, 18.5-5.

(15) 113 Commuons Journal, 247.
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