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coniplete Our happiness, N'oit nay be
Our croivzî ; and that the Chuirchi nmay
rejoice at the prog-ress of so --reat a
king, whonîl she lias.just broughit forth
to Goci. Glorlous and illustrious soli,
be the consolation of your miother ; be
to lier a pillar of iron to support lier.
For the charity of many is waning, anci
Our barkz is shaken ini the furious
tenîpest causedi by the plots of the
%vicked. But \Ve hiope ýagaist ail hope,
and We praise the Lord thiat H4e lis
wvithclrawn you fromn die powvers of
darkness, to give to the church, ini the
person of so iliustrious a prince, a lpro-
tector capable of clef endingý, iier against
ail lier eneniies. ïMav the Alnîighty
Goci continue to g')iVe You aîîdc your
kingdom His celestial protection ! May
H-e comnîaîd 1-is aîigels to guiard voit
ini ail v our avand may He cause
you to be victorious over ail the elle-
mnies tlîat surrouncl N.ou."

Aîîother let* .er, that of Saint Avit to
Clovis, mianîfests the glreat joy whlich
his conver-sion and baptisli grave t -) the
christian %vorlcl. As it not onfly ,)n-

grtltsClovis, but details soie of
the obstacles w'itl i li the clîui-cl
liad to contend, w'e shail giv~e a fewv
extracts froni it. 'l'le Sainît begins bv-
speaking of tlîe fact mhat Ch*'îs hacld
clioseri tie Catholie: fiiîtl prefe&ably to
the niiany heretical beliefis of the tinie,
andi then lie continues

Lîhy choice guides the judgmient of
others ; thouglijudgest for theni, wliile
tlîou clioosest for thyself, and thy faith
beconies our victory. The nîost of
tliose whoin we exlîort to emibrace tlîe
true faith oppose to us the custonîs and
usages of thieir ancestors, wvhon tlîev
are ashaniecl to condenin ; anIici,tlirotig.li
a pretendeci respect for thecir fore-
fatiiers, tlîey r-'imain ini their unbelief.
But afi ýr the %%,onclerfuil event of wvhicli
we have been tlîe witnesses, let this
sliaîiie and this pretext disappear!
Thlîo hiast wvislied to. inhierit froni tliy
ancestors nothin- but tlieir xiobilitv.
If thev lîav'e dlone gyreat things, thou
hiast, done grecater. Thiou hiast learned
f-oi tlîv forefathers to reign on
eartlî - thou w~iit teacli tlîy descen-

dants to reign ini heaveni...Vli«il
shaîl I Saiy of the solenîuiity of
thY baptistlî1 .... . Oh1, hiov thlat
sacreci ighzt filled uis witlî coisolaf toui

...Wbat a spctacle, said eto
bebioll that wvarrior quit blis arnior
for a wlîile to clotlîe liiiiself in the
wvhite robe of baptisnî ! . . . There is
but onie tbn \vhiclî 1 cesire to se
mncereaise :it is that, simîce throit-l
Goci, tbou wilt uliîake thy i;tion ý%'bllÏI
His milî, thou procurest frouii the trea-
Sure of thîv lieart thîe Seeds of faith to
the nations Stijl fardier away, stjil
plungecl ini their nlaturai ignorance, bt
uîot vet corrupted by false clogniais.
Do not clisclain to sencl to tlieni arn-
bassadors, for the iuîterests of GocI
Who ba,,s sbowui such great solicituicle
for thy welfiare. These pagauti pe oples,
lîavin)g enîbraced reii n wll serve
thee tliroigb gratitude, andl will look
lup to thee as tlîeir prince. . ..

We hlave uîow but to examine if tie
wîshes of IPope Ana-,stasiius andi of St.
Avit w%,cre accomplislîed ini Clovis n
ini tlîe lne of Kings wlîich lie fouvded
andic to inesigt noý the part playedl
b)' the Frenchi nation, considerîng(
wliîetlher or uîot they biave respouîded to
the expectations biere reposed ini theni.

lIn lus life, thou.gbi lie enîbraccI
clîristiaxîity, Clovis clid uîot inînediately
divest iniiseif of the hiabits couitracted,
previous 'to luis baptisn: it could not
be expected that f-oui the state of a
rude barbarian, lie woull imi niecliately
be transformiec into a niodel chiristiani.
Dev'elopnient in the moral as w-cil iii
tlîe physical state nîust corne graduaI îy.
A muan iev'er ernlerges, except tlirougli
superhumn agency, fronu the state or
seriaus sickniess to that of perfect
lieýaltlî. Anid so w'itlî Clovis ; Il, coin-
ilitted rnany acts, enigagedI ini îa;il
wvars wvhich had not the spreadinig of

clira'sti;anit)r for their sole object. But
we sec the effect of the change iii i:
life ini the lawvs tliat lie enactecl. Thevy
wvere frianied on christiaui priuiciples and
dropped to a great exteuit tlîe ;atrociouis
puuisiments tliat wvere a characteristic
feature of barbarianmiue. His wvars-
cliancged :the butchîery of mniu and tlic
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