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the spiky irregular land la whicl it was writ-
ten.

t was tbe nete intended for Lady Spence-
laugli, which lad been enciosed by MIrs. Winch
in the wreng enveloea1

t rau as follows -. 'DPEÂRLADY SPENCELAUGH
-Be on your guard against the strauger who
will corne up te Belair te-day te ask- permission
te take some photograpîs of tbe Hall. Refuse
bis request, and do net allow hlm te sec, Sir
Philip. Re is dangerous. H1e kuows sometling,
but liow mucli or bow littIe I canuot at preseut
tell. L am unable te see yeu, baving just beau
surnmoned te the bedside of my mother, wlie is
dying.-Your Ladyship's davoted M. W. Bara
this wlien rend.'

L sat staring at the letter like a man lnaa
dream, tilI Mrs. Jakeway's slirill voice recalled
me te thc necessity of explaiaing my silence.
«'A nasty awkward baud te read, aniat it, sir?'
said tbe old lady. 'Folk now-a-days seem te
try bow badly they eau write.'

' Pardon meo, Mrs. Jakeway,' I replied very
gravely, ' but Mrs. Wincli las evidently made a
mistake la sending tîls notaeliera. ti13inteuded
for Lady Spenceiaugb, te whom tlie note for you
bas probably been sent. If you will oblige me
witl a ligît, soe sealing-wax, and an envelepe,
1 wlll at once enclose iL te the writer, nnd yonr
maid can take it down te the Hand and Dagger
some time in the course of the day.'

I think iL probable tînt the old lady would
have demurred te my summary disposition of
ber nota, but L spoke se authoritatively, and
looked se grim and determined, tbat she was
friglitenad ite submission, and got me the arti-
cles L wanted without a word. I addressed thc
envelope te Mrs. Winch, and marked it with the
word Private, and wrote insida, 1'Witli Mr. John
Englisli's compliments:t sent in mistake te Cîiff
Cottage'; and tIen enclosed the nota, and seaied
it up la the presence of Mrs. Jakeway, wlîo
looked on la wondering silence, and promised
faitlfully tliat IL wouid lbe delivered at the botel
in tbe course of the day. ' If tlie mistreas of tIe
Haad and Dagger and L are te lie enemies,' I
said te myself, ' the warfare on my side at least
shall be fair and aboya board.'

Ilaving completed ail needful arrangements
with regard te niy apartrnents, 1 set ont for
Belair ivith a leart tlîat beat more bigli and anx-
iously than usual. What did tliat wemaa mena
by sayng tliat h was dangerous? I, at least,
was ignorant of my ewn power for liarm. And
wby sbould h be dangereus te Lady Spence-
laugI, of all persons la the worid, cf wîose very
existence I was utterly ignorant tliree days be-
fore ? huto the beart of what strange mystery
was 1 about te plunge ? Vain questions, but
pendered seo deeply as I walked up te Ilelair,
that 1 lad ne eyes for the beautiful scenery
tîrougî the midst of wlidli I was passing.

How 1 sped at Blair, L must leave for anotîer
epistle. This eue is se unconsciouably long,
that L arn afraid yeu will neyer wade te tIe end
cf it. Write soon, cld boy, and let me have a
good account cf yuur bealth. Vale. Ever
thine, JOHN ENGLISH.

THlE BETTER ANGEJJ TRIUMPIIS.

IN the vicinity of a pretty and tlriving village,
on tIe soutbern coast cf England, a weal thy

and respacted family, of tIc name of Hlazelton,
bad resided for centuries. Time lad werkcd
changes la the condition cf the family, and,
from being owners cf a wide extent of ricl demain,
the descen.dants cf the original stock lîad
gradaally sunk te the comparntively obscure,
but yet respectable, grade cf yeoman ; the
present representaLive cf the lina eccupying, as
tenant, a emaîl portion enly cf thie lands once
bld by lis pregenitors lu fée. Mark Hazelton
was a tlriving, well-te-do speciman cf tIc
English fariner cf tIe ast century, and was
looked up te by lis neiglîbours and cernpaniens
as a modal cf the class te whicî ho belouged.
Ia addition te the land tenantad by bim, le was
owner cf thae nly mill within a very consider-
able distance of tne village and adjacent homne-

steads, and it was generally supposed that wbien-
ever Esther liazelton, his only cliild, and the
Most chcrisbedl objcct of his love, sliould give
her baud in marriage, she would take ivitli lier
an ample dowry, with whicli to gil the fetters
of Hymen.

Esther was a girl of uncommon beauty, and
lier personal charms were enhanced by the
graces of ber disposition, and the advautage of
an excellent aducation. She was the liglît that
cast a radiance over the widowed home of lier
fathiir, and lier sweet voice, as slie carolled about
the old-fashioned dwell ing, imparted joyoustiess
througliout the whola establishment.

Esther wvas, at the time to whicli my story
refers, just entering upon lier eighiteeuth year,
and, with tlhe advantages shie possessed of per-
sonal attraction and local position, it -%vas not
strange that shie should bce leoked upon as a
prize worth conteudiug for by the swains of lier
native village.

But Esther liad not reachied ber eigrliteeutli
year without certain aspirations of ber own lu
refoeace to the future; and the object on wbich
lier "lmaiden fancy loved te dwvell " -%as a cousin
Frank Merton, whose predilection for thc sea liad
iuduced bis parents to appreutice hlm at an
early age to the merchant service, and le at this
time leld the important position of first-mate ou
boar4 a first-class Iudiaman.

Esther and Frank liad been brouglt up togetlber
almost from iufancy, and the imutual love of
chldhood lad grown iute tIe love of their youth ;
and, now that they were verging upon a more
advanced stage of existence, it developed itself
into a perfect unison of affection and of faithl;
tbey were pledged to cach other for Il weal or
woa-throughi life te deatî.'l

Witli a perfect reliance upon cadli others love,
Frank and Esther parted on tIe O th of November,
1847 bcli to performa bis last voyage eut and
home ;slie to provide the ménage 'whicl should
grace their nuptial ceremony and future home.
The blessings of the parents ou both sides were
with their children.

Shortly before the occurrence just spoken of,
a new incnmbent liad been dedicated te tIc vica-
rage of-. The strauger was a person of
commaudiugr presence, of decidadly aristocratie
teudeucies, and about tlirty years of age. Ile
was unmarried, and ivas accompanied te tIe
vicarage by a maiden sister, wheo presided ever
bis bousehold. La tbc course of lis introductory
visits te tIe members of lis new flock, the Rev.
Basil Hinton very early became acquainted
witli the faniily ef Farmer Liazelton ; and whether
iL was that lie fait more than usual interest'iu
the spiritual welfare of that particular family, or
wbether la wag fascinated by the natural love-
linass of iLs special ernamant it is certain that
his calîs at the miiler's homestead were more
frequent than at any other residence within tlîe
limits of lis fold. His attentions te Esther were
earnest, yet ever delicate, until, at leagth, hae
could ne longer conceal from himself that lie
loved lier with a passion tlîat nt times absorbed
every ethor faculty of lus nature.

StilI, there was the pride of birtlî, of social
position, of the wvorld's opiniien, ever antagonizing
wiLI bis love, and se restraiuiug lîim from saying
wlat lie would liave givan tlîousauds te say lîad
sudh saying been reciprocated. lie would bave
said te Esther, IlI love yeu," and ho dared net!1
For, besides obstacles la bis way on bis own side,
le knew that Esther ivas ntlanced te bercousîn.

la love, as la war, difficulties enly slarpen
tlie desire te evercome tîem ; but tIe cousclous-
ness of tliese difficulties did net render the
vicarage a liappier home tînaiL sbould lie.
Basil was fretful, impatient, impatueous, and, o11
returning liome, at any time, instead of joining
lus sister, would retire te bis room, and brood ini
silence ever the obstacles la bis patl te happiness.

Il My dear brotlher," said Margaret Hinton, qs
she eue day advanced to sal utelîhim on hil. returu
from a protractad walk, Ildo look cleerful ence
more!1 My lieart aches wlea I sec tînt continuai
gloom upen your brow-do tell me if I eau
relieve yen from tbe weigbt tbat oppresses yen?"

ciNo, Meg, ne!1 yeu cannet lelp me, and I
beg of you net te add te My annoyance by
questiening me about the cause of I."e

Il Brother, 1 know the causa, and need net
question yen. Yen love Esther I47eton?"

Basil started as thougli a dagger pierced lim.

I ow kuow yen thiat ?" lae asked, lassionate-
IDear Basil, I have sean it for soe tima

past; but yen have b;ecome se reservad, and se
unapproacliable, tlîat I dared net spaak te you
upou thc suIbIjeet."1

IlAnd if yen baid darad te speak, wlat would
yen have said te, me, Margaret V"

Iv otild have told yen, Basil, tînt Esther
ILazel ton is the hetrothed wifé of anotlier, and
thiat, as suchi, yen loeafer lier is sinfal'."1

Il My dear monitress, h know iL is ; but my
love fer tlîat girl 13 the master-passion of my
seul. For ber h1 vouhd sacrifice everyting-
suirely she migît sacrifice ber girlish loeail
returiu."

"9 Basil ! remember your sacred calling-
remember your vows Làt ordination-remember
your duty te yeer Maker, and te Lus creatures!1
Ohi, geL rid of this fascination, my brother ; do
net peril yoar seul hy parsisting la evil."

Il 13i useless, Margaret. Esther ilazelton
shahl le my wife, or tIe ife of ne otlier man.
Thare leave nic; h sIall remain lu my study te-
day."»

Margaret leoked at lier brother, and wiLl
streaming eyes and lardly-suppressed sobs, heft
the room.

About tîrea mentIs after tIe occurrence cf
thie incident I have rehated, a rumeur became
pravaleut thiat the-Ldiaman, on board cf
whicl Frank MarLon was on bis outward voyage,
hadl been wrecked, and tlîat aIl ou board hld
perislîed. IL is uuinccessary te dilate upen tIe
feeling cf distres3 and angaisî. with wîieî Lhe
intelligence was receivad at tIe home cf Esther,
and iL ivould le uncluaritable te dwall upon the
sensations cf minghed pity and gratification that
prevailed at the vicarage. Tita Rev. Basil
Ilinton balîeld li fancy a stumbling-bleck
remeved frein bis patli by a dispansation of Pro-
vidence. Why should le net press forward ?

Misfortues raraly visit inankiud singly-yea.
selden losa a valuable herse, but yen learu tînt
yeur rickyard bas been tIe phayground cf an
iuceudiary - se tIce newi cf Frauk Merton'a
death was prasenthy supplemanted by rumeurs cf
Fariner Lfazelton'a difficulties.

Betwea filial affection and Lie leartbreaking
censciousnass of ber lover's deatliILMay velt
ba imagined thiat peor Esther lîad little thouglt
of anything but the uisery in ber own heart,
and in thaL cf lber father. Stilîl, for lis sake,
she kept bravely up, and, boping against
hope, resolved te preserva ber plighted faitl te,
lier cousin untit death put iLs eternal seal upon
lier fidelity.

1Tliera was 110w a double motiva for tic atten-
tions cf tIa Rev. Basil Lilaton at Lhe rasidence cf
Farmer Hazelton-to impart feelings of resigna-
tien fer a loss that was irreceverable on the oea
baud, and te suggest mensuras for alleviation cf
pressure on Lie ethar. Ha did net omit te, avail
linself of it, and whîile lia delicately sympathiz-
cd witlî Esthier on lier bereavement, hae also corn.-
forted 1ler fatler withi assurances that affairs
were, pcrlaps, net se lad as thcy appaared te
be.

IlBut, fariner, suppose LIe affair is so dasperate
ns yen, imagine, there are ample means at baud
for extricating yen from your embarrassment.
Let ine your banker for thie moment."

Il No, sir 1 1 never borrowed money yat, and
my clild shaîl îîcvcr say I was the first cf LIe
lieuse te accept nid frein strangars."l

SNonsense Ilazelton!1 I like your spirit, but
h condema your pride. For your child'sg sake
let me assist yeui."

CiNo."'
ciYen refusa my assistance simply because I

am a strangar."
ý' Net se, Mr. flinton; but I would ratIer

endure thc worst that can lappen than lay my-
self under an obligation I May not bce able te
relieva myseîf frein."

Il'Listea te me, Mr. ilazelton, and think wel
over what I shail say te yen. Your daugbter's
affiauced Insband las gene dowa with lis sîip,
bas le not?"
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