
6. E-IV!ab-( God is Pather). Thie eldest Jwould be least nmissed. (2 Sain. 7: S; 1':. 73:
son (1 San. 17: 13), probably the sanie as 70). We will not sit down tili lie corne
E-Ili'bu, one of the brethren of David, whomn hither-" \Ve wvill nt 'scru the table
hie appointed rtiler of the tribe of Ju(lah. (i for a sacrificial féast. At this tiu:e the Jews
Chr. 21: 18). And said-i. c., to himiself, did sit at nicals, instead of reclining ou
Surely the Lord'a anointed ie before him couches, a:; in e days of our Lord." (I>1ayne
-1-is noble appearance remninded Samuel of Smith). The aucieut liebrewvs sat round a
Saul îvhen flrst chosen <ch. i0: 24), but bis lowv table, with their legs crossed, as the nîod.
temper %vas haughty and overbearing (ch. cmn Orientais do. (Ps. 128: 3). The luxuriouss
17: 28). ~pactice of reclining was flot introduced lu

7. Mau looketh on the outward at- J ud.. till a later period in the Old Testament
earance, b ut the Lord looketh on t e, history. (J. le. and B).
eart--(: Rings 8: 39; 1 Chr. 28: 8; Ps. 7: 12. NOw he was ruddy, and withal of a

9; 147: 1o, 11; Jer. 17: :0; Lukze 16: 15; beautiful countenance-A fair complexion*
Acte 1: 24; ReV. 2: 23). The people chose and liglit hair wcre considercd marks of
Saul for bis kingly looks (ch. 9: 2), but God beauty iii the east, where sallow faces andi
chose David for hie royal nature. «'On the dark, locks were the rule. IlWithal " means
outvvard appearance" is literaily "on the "'at the saine time," "l i addition tao this."1
eyes." îvhich are the most expressive feature " A bei.utiful counitenance " is literally "1beau-
and most indicative of the soul w.thin. '"«1 tifuil eyes. " Compare the descriptions of
have reftised him," or, rather, "passed biiîu Josepli (Gen- 39: 6) and M1oses (E\. 2: 2;
by. Act 7: 20). And the Lorcl said, Âxise)

8. A-bin'a-dab-(a izobefather). Neither anoint hirn: for this if] he-Saul had been
hath the Lord chosen this-It does flot chosen %v heu in the priýme of life after his
follow from these words that Samuel mrtde character had been fi .ed, and so hie ivas less
Jesse a sharer in the divine secret. Accordiug amenabie to the good influences of Samuel.
to, the kDIlowing narrative none of the family But David becomes from boyhood accus-
knew anythiug of David's high destiny. This touied to the thought of some day reigrîine,
address% to Jesse merely indicates that the diine and is a docile pupil of the %vise old prophet.
selection with which Samuel ivas concerueti 13. In the midst of hie brethren -
did flot rest on any of his sons. Samuel's That is, in their presence. It ie doubtful
words were a riddle to, Jesse, the solution of whetber any of them, or David eitheki,
îvbich coulti be attained only in the subse- urrderstood ail that the act. meant. They
quent career of Davidi. (Erinann). ruay have thought that hie ivis simply

9. Shani'rah-(desoatin>). These threet chosen as a youug prophet, or discipile of
eldest sons were in the army with Saul when Samuel. (ch. 17: 28). .Saul and David are
Goliath chaileuged themn to find a champion both nmen of extraordinary natural ability ; but
to, meet hum lu single combat. the one is always shy, aîvkward, and with al

~1.Again Jesse made seven of his sons the defects of an uneducatei nman ; wbile
to pass before Samnuel-Better "4So Jesse David is altogether the contrary. But Sam-.
miade," etc. The seven include the three inel gave his youthfui pupil somietbing better
namied. Hie had in aIl eight sous. (ch. 17: than accomplishment-be carefuilly educated
12). Ouly seven are narned ln i Chr. 2: 13. him in the Iaîv of God, and led his mind on-
15, bence it is conjectured that oue died ward to ail that i'as good. It wns Samuel'b rast
young, aad his name was not recorded. .And and crowniug %%ork to train the. mani îho
Samauel said anto Jesse, The Lord bath more nearly than auy other appfoached the
not chosen these-No doubt Samuel %von- ideal of the theocratic king, and was to Israel
dered at this as mucli as Jesse, but lie couldt the type of their comiug Miessi-ah. (Payne
do notiîing but obey the divine voice that Smith). And the Spirit of the Lord carne
spoke to his heart. upon David-( 2'he Be/oved). The unction

II. Gorî's CHoicE. Il. Are here ail from above acconi nieti its synîbcl, the
thy oildren?-Iit. "llads." The eider sons anoi.nting Nvith uil. 'rom that day forward
must have been quite grown men, but David -This denotes a coutimial inipartation of the
was probably not more than 16 years ofage, andi Spirit and bis developmcnt to, full fituess andi
was not thougli: old enough to be inviteti to capacity for the royal calling. (Erduîiahuu).
the feast. Some one lad to remain in charge So Sarnuel rose up and went to Ra'rnah-
of the sbeep, andi David, 'as the youngest,. 1le returued to bis ordinwrry duties.

PRACTICAL LESSONS.
z. Sorrow ùs excessive wkvlenz il makes us jgrief becomes so prolongeti andti morbid as to

negectpresezt dietis. Grief is so sacreti that leati one to îvithdravw froin the active duties
we are not ready to believe that it may be- of life to brcood over bis loss anti nurse bis
corne sinful. Vet if it produces a spirit of re- sorrow, it fails to be the source of blessing that
beilion agaiust the divine dealiugs vvith us, or it uvas designed to be.
is so excessive as to prevent our vieîv Of Goti 2. JVc should estcrn others for their Char-
qs connectedl with our sorrowv, it may be de- acter raflher thait for their appearaîce or
serving of rebuke, like that of Samutel. Mliben 1wcaU3.. A fair e.<terior is no gua .rantee of an
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