
Solomon'a Wise Choice

1. A Gvacicus Offer, 4, 5.

V. 4. <ii/eosî; a place famned in early limest

for the canssing devire of the inhabitants ta

seure a treaty with .losbua and the lamaie-

Îles, Jnsh. "1. 9. Here (2 Chiron. 1 : 4, 5)
were the tabernarle and the brazen sItar

made at Sinai hv Bezaleel. tiers, toc,
Vidoir, tIse lsigh priest, was ln charge of tue
sacrifices, 1 Chron. 7: Si9. ilenee i wss a

suitahle place for tise soleran religions ser-

vice desrrihad is the Lesson. To sacrfice ;

ta inauigurale bis reign witli sacrifice, foi-

lowing tise precedlent of 1 Sam. il : 15. A

geat high place; tise blli on wbirh Giheon

wus huilt. It was a centrai place of sacrifice,

distinguishesi from ail others (v . 3) hy tise

premenre of the higli pricet. A4 thouaesd

hirst offccings. Tbis show@ste large nullsher

of people presanit. Solomnon hall iliviies aU

the leaders of tise nation to talle part in tbis

actof worship, 2CIron. t: 1-3. Tiseservires

lasted perliapa seven or eigist dave. It is

iikely that Solomon offered petitione along

with tise sacrifices and receivei dits vision

in answer. Onlo a simili portion of tIse

sacrifices - the fat of the inwarde - Wall

borot. The rest oi the animal, except the

shouilder, which wa@ the priet's portion,

was eaten hy the offerer andi bis friands.
V. 5. Thse Lord appearcd ta Sol/ons. The

word transiatesi " apps'ared " hore le the

technical terni for a lbeophany or alternai
manifestation of Gosi ta theasenises, 2 Cîron.
1 :7. In a drcam bit night ; a frequent formn
of divine visitation. (Sea Can. 31 : Il ; 41 :

25.) I"These propisetir drearns lu wii

sopernataral disclosures were moade ta mon

of tlse will of Gosi, mueta of course ha distin-

guisied from Ibose dregas wilsi arase frossi

pureîy natural fiansas.' (Prof. W. H.

Gireen.) And Golf said, AsI wh/so 1 s/sali

gie. Gosi made hlm an offer limitesi only
hy his capecity le receive. (Compare Matt.

7: 7, 8.)

il. A ]prudent Balquest, 0-10.

Vs. 6, 7. Merry. The saine Hehrew word le
tasiatesi kindsess laler on in the verse.
The kindnss of Gosi ta Davidi was slsown

(1) dnring hie lifetime and (2) In giving

hlm a successor. As/sie asaLked heforefthee ;

.not ms deserving tise loving-kindness of (4od

butuaresponding toit. ",Walking" means
ha generai couirse of lie, la trtah;inain1-

cers manner witionut pretenBe. Righteoliaeu;

uprighit dealing wlthl his fellewmen. Qp-

rightwus of hrocft; wjtlsont crookedness or

perverse purpose. Tbese words show licier

Solomon reopected hie fatiser and vaiaed his

example. Thsou hast grun him a son; fulill-

ing tise promise 0! 2 Sam- 7: 12-14, and

continuing the blessings of tise father to his

soli, 0 Lord my God. He lias thouglit of

Jelîovah as his father's God. n0w ho speaks

of hm as bis civi (uod, whomn ho wotold

serve. T/sou hast mad<e thy semrant king. Godf

lis laid hcavy responsibilities upon lii,

thi' finit reason for his chisoce of wiedoim. A

/111/e chhid. if is y'outh and inexperience were

a second reassioî 'or bis choice. Sec Time

and Place for hie age. Ta go oui or came in; tO
lead bis fle and rightly manage pubic

affaire, Nom. 27: 17; Dent. 28: 6; 1 Sama.

18; 13, Iii.
Vs. 8-10. Thsj people lvhich thoes hast choseit,

a greai people. Hie rares assd duties as caler

of a people selected and saved for so great a

deetiny formed a third resson for the king's

choice . An understandiaçj heari. Aioother

translation is Ila hearing heurt." Solomon

deeired that bis decisions sbomld be those

whlcli lie had lcarned from (bd. Dieer;

distingoieli cleariy tIse facts and came to a

riglit decision on evary case that miglit Brise.

Tly go gread a peosple. Solismon sile for tîsis

great intellectuel endowment lait for his own

salle, but for the mise of the people. 7/se

speech pleased thc Lord. The Lord le pleamed

wiien Hie servante aire reaslY ta receive that
wliich lie le waiting to beetow and when
thoir deeirem are ousielfieli.

III. A DIJvins An.wer, 11-5

Vo. 11-13. Notasekedforth.vclf. Godanswers
prayers that seek flînees for services rather
than opportunities of enjoyment. ro discets

judgmefat; literally ta - sear judgment;
that le, ta follow divine guidiance in ail mat-
ters that camle before hirs. Nasse file fhee.
TIhis refera, flot 80 inach to the amount of
knowledge, as tathe power of using it. (fiee
v. 29.) T/soi which thon hast ast asled. To
forget sel1f in something noble ensures a more

abondant blessing, Matt. 6: 33 ; Luke 12: 31.
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