
î not Sa0u'.'s wofut G-,d's, then it is -in
eý,!deri*c of the advient of Uic kingdour of God,
the M.sncdsesto.

27. The serong mnan-By the cistrong
man Il Christ means Satan. Hishouse, or pal.
ace, is the place v:here hie holds power, either
this tcorld geuieraly, or the persons of the

"possessed.' Christ, by casting out the
"strong man,") and rescuing mien frorn hlm,

shews-that lie has conquered and bound, Satan,
and is therefore not i alliant-p with hini, but
his.mortal foie. Isa. 49: 24; 6r: ;. Christ
conquered Satan at His temptation. Spopil

sh: cxld~p on becUs it exciodes mctrn
tance." (Schaff.) IIFor iven $lus aire sins
that are taken up by God Erm thé. burdened
conscience of the sinner, and, as it we,, cast
behind bis back,' or 1 into the depths of the
sea,' but unforgiven sins abîde forever on the
souls that committed them. The -language la,
of course, strong;ly-pictoiAnl, but Mnost solen1y
significant.", (MQriison.) I Matthew's nar-
ra,=jsus adds in effect, IIBe consistent. If

hefutis good the tree nust be good. If Mny
doctrine and works are contrary to those of
Satan then tbey cannot-spring frora hirn-<the
tree isknown, by -its fruit.' (Matt. 12: 33.)

P - -jII. CRIST'S.BRETHRËN. 31. His breth-
28, Ail sins-shali be. forgiven-There ren - (Matt. 12: 46; Luke 8: 19). Their

is no litiit to God's forgivirig love except the inames are given in Matt. 13; 55 and Mark
one which wicked hearts mrake fir themselves. 6: 3. They thought that he- had gone -out of
While men continue in sin tliey cannot lie fbr- bis mind, and wished to persuade-hui te corne
given. horne with theniand be taken cgre of (verse-

2 1). IlTo the world there lias ever been a-
29. Blasphemne against the Holy tendency to confuse the fervor of erithusiasrn

Ghost-(Matt. 12: 31; Luke 12: 10; 1 John- ihtecenriyofdsdrégnu.
5: '6)I hi gis vil hs Od;4Paul thou art rnad,_ was the only comment
are a terrible but merciful wamnîng, is nlot s0 whicx -the apostie's passion of exaited elo-
mucli an art' as- a state of sin on the part of oneC quence produced on the cynical intellect of
who,, in defiance of liglit, anid of set )pur7pse, the Roman procurator. 4 He bath a devii,'
rejects, and flot only rejeets but Prsçev-re-S In. wasýtle inference suggested to rny duUl antd
rejecting, the warnings-of conscience and the worldly hearers afier some of-the tenderestand
grace of the Holy Spirit." Miaclean.) "Our divinest sayings <if our Lord. ilBrother blar-
Lord intimates that bis slanderers were-oa the ftin lias- a finenius,' was-the sneeririgallusion
briik of that sin frorn which there %vas no0 re- of Pope Leo X.to Luther. 'What track
denuption. There is a lirnit to divine mercY brained fanratios,' observedthefine gentlemen
andi forgiveness." (Linidsay ) (Eph. 4: 30; of the eiglireenth-century when-they spoke of
i Thess. 5: 39; -Gien. 6: 3.) There is such aý Wesley andi Whitfield. Sîmular, thougi flot
thing-as a sin which is neyer forgiven. But s<i coarse, %vas the thouglit which filleti the

-those uýho are -troubleti about it are rnost un'- mintis oif Christ's wondering relatives, when
likely to have-comnuitteti it." (Ryle.) "Ail tliey -heard of-this sudden and amazing activ-
wiIfbau, wanton, deterxriine& opposition to thé 'ity, after the calrn seclusioià of thirty unknown
work of the Holy Spfirit, either in others' hearts and unnoticeti years. As yet they were out of
or our own, especialy whneggeti in- bY' sympathy w %ith Him; they knew Hlm not, did
those *ho profess allegiance to the Holy not fully believe in Mini they saiti, II e ;s
Gh1ost, approicimates this sin, To a certain, beside Hinuself."' (Farrar.> Standing with.
extent the siiù appear to have been left pur-, out-Probably thp-y- could not get into tbe
posely undefineti, the note of %varning is indefi- bouse for the crowd, and passed tbe word in
nite, iliat it may caution ail against transgres- that they wished to sec him.
sing the bounds beyond whicb forgiveness1
neyer reclaims. (Abbott.) Hath neyer 33. Who is my mnother ?-He implies
forgiveness- -.*ot because even this was in that there -is-a relttionship to-hi as the Son
itself anti in the nature of the thing absolutely of God which is bolier than evea that of
unpardonable (for no reason cari be.given wliy mother. IIIt is remarlkable *that ia the only
speaking-against the person.of the Holy Ghost two instances, until the crucifixion, where

solI le in Îtself of greater maligrnty than M.ýary figures in the gospel, she appears in
speaking against Christ, or against God the order to lie reproved by the Savicmr, andi to
Father hinuseli), býut because it was an obsti- j le placeti, a., far a4 the mere maternai, relatioi
nate rejection of-the Iast nueans of conviction, isconcerned, below obedient s2rvants-of Gd4
and-an evident token of incorrigible malice." IThese passages must lie regarded as protesta
(Clarke). It is not a:sin of ignorance or pre- li up-in store agalnst the heathenish emi-
sumption, but of dfe. (Hieb.* :0: 26-29.) fnerice which the -Roman Cliurch assigns to
Matbew's account addts, "l'neither in this Ntlqy, and especially against that newly.estab-

jwodneither in the -world to corne." "le [lisheti dogma, of lier being without sis' frorn
nentinply-tosay there were-no possible cir- -lier birtli, whicli they so signally contradiet.»

'cumstance in which the offender coulti inti j {Woolsey-)
;frien -s. H1e certainly did mt say tbat any

;sin unpardonedhlere would be pardoneti here. 34. He Iooked round about-Notice
ýafter." tBarnes.) Is guilty of an eternal ýhow often-the look of Jesus-la refeiredito (Lukze

gin (R. V.>-<.Jolin 3! î9.) TI-e puishment 6. îo; 42 61). Thiem which sat about
i' s peepetual because the sin is perpetuaI. 'Thet1him - his disciples. Matthew says, Il e


