<

THE TRADER.

.9

dood deolared, on the 4th of March, 1754,
young Caron to Lo tho scle rightful
inventor.

This was the first process of the man,
who afterward, ns Monsicur do Beaumar-
chais, was destined to intorest tho entire
onltivated world in his processes. This
onso hod made tho namo of the watoh.
maker, Caron Son, well known in Paris,
and the consequence was that the King
Lowms XV., ordered a watoh made by
bim. By means of his inventions pub.
lished to the four corners of the earth by
tho interesting law suit, the young watoh-
walcor was enabled %o mako the watchos
as diminutivo of size as demanded. Tho
joy of the King at the handsome and
excellent timekoeper constructed byCaron
was so great, that he invested him with
tho title of ** Furnisher to the Court.”
Madame de Pompadour ordered 2 similar
one, and Caron in person handed it to
the all-powerfal amis of the monaroch,
The watch was so small that it was
mounted in o finger ring ; it was 44 linos
in dumeter, and not thicker than two-
thirds of a line. It was wound by a new
and very ingenious contrivance, and ran
thirty hours with great-exactness.

Caron had oponed his path. The
princes and priucesses all ordered watchas
of the same Lilliputian puttem, ond their
young producer alwnys oaried it himself
to the placo of Versalics and handed it to
the purohaser, becanse, of course, every-
one.wanted explanations concerning the
thing, especially. the ladies. The Kiug
favored him greatly, and even received

him personally. The favorite wrote the

following lotter is 1754 to a relative.in
London.
wateh to the King, who did me the honor
of recognizing we, aud remembering my
name. His Majosty ordered me to wind
it, and to-explain it to all the gentlemen
of the Lever: Nevor has. the King re-
osived an artist with so mnch kindness;
ha desired information about evéry part
of the mavemeut. I lauded the magnify-
ing glass at tliis opportnnity, the oxe you
presented me with, and it was universaily
admired. The Kiug used it to inspect
the ring watch of Madame de Pompadour.
He demnuded ono lhike it for himself, on
which I am engaged at present. All 'the
gentlomen of tho Court follow the exam.
ple of tho King, and each oné -desires to
have his wateh first. I bave also con-
slructed & romes—kable little pendnlum’
for Madame Vigtusia (one of the daugh-
ters of the King). It has two hands, and

from whatever side it is viewed it indicates
the time.”

“I have finally delivered the

If all this attests tho skill of young
Oaron as horologist, his porsonal atirac-
tivoness, and-ovon lus faults, were onlou.
lated to pave his fortuno in & manner
littlo suspectod. A still young wifo of a
Court official, who also had ordered a
watch by him, took so lively nn tnterest
in the tall and shapely young men with
the spirituells faco, that sho influcnced
hor husband to surrendor to Lim his
office, by payiog & certain ponsion. This
was nothing ancommon at that timo, and
the King patentod the office to Caron, who
stood in his sposial faver, as wull as that
of Madamo de Pompadour and his daugh.
ters. From this dny forward—Novom-
ber 9, 1765, whou not yet 24 years old,
young Caron left tho store of his father
in the Rue 8t. Denis, hung horology on
a nail, and played the roll of courtier in
the palaco of Versailles, witho solf-esteom
of his actual value that was not by any
means circumscribed by too great a
modesty.

Aud, indeed, he moved upon the bees-

wax flooring of the palace as if he had

been to the ‘“manor born.” Ho had
become acquainted with the daughters of
Louis XV. by means of his watohes.
They were four old maids, with the rem.
nants of a convent education, who lived
in great retirement in the palace, and
suffered murh with ennui. They passed
their time as well as they ocould, and
their striot rules permitted; one played
reveral instraments, the other painted,
the third studied languages, and the
fourth took an interest in the mathemati-
cal and mechanical arts, and at times
essayed to be a watchmaker. They gave
a musgioal gnires once & week, at which
also the King, the Dauphin and various
other princesses wero wonf to attend.
When they learned that Monsienr Caron
also performed upon several instruments,
and was especially expert upon the harp,
he was invited to perform bofors thom.
The harp, little known uubil then in
French society, was just bsginning to
grow into favor, The. yonng harpist-ds-
lighted the old ladies, and understood
how to make himself so amiable with all
of them that he was regularly invited to
assist in these conoerts, and to assunme
the role of bandmaster. He :also in-
striioted: the royal dsughters upon the
instrument,.

The .awakening ambition of Caron,
gince such favors were -showered upon
him, aimed with single calculation for
higher objects which he wished to obtain

in tho court world opon boforo him, The
old gentlemnn whose offico ho had pur-
chased, diod, léaying his youthful wifd a
widow, and she consonted to bocomo the
wife of Caron. This gave him not alono
wonlth, but also anothor namo, which
threw around him o halo of nobility, oven
if only by tho cffrontery of its inventor.
Beoauso if the son of the humbie Caron,
from tho Rue Bt. Denis, honcoforward
styled himsolf Caron do Beaumarchais, he
simply added the cognomen upon the
strangth of an estato which his spouso had
poesessod formerly, cithor as'a thing real
or imaginary. Enough, the Court of
Vorsailles counted one noblemen more—
Caron de Beaumarohais, of whose patents
of nobility no ouo know anything definito.

It is not to bo supposed that such a
bold characterlacked jealous and envious
enomics. But ho possessed spirit and
wit, together with courage and confidence
to break a lance with thom morally and
physically. He foughbt & duel with a
nobleman and killed him. This added
not o little in making him respeoted.
With malicious verses and quick repat-
tees, he uaderstood bow to bo resproted.

A cavelier had undertaken once, when
he roturnod through the ante-chamber,
coming from the boudoir of tho royal
Indies, to ridiculo him in the presence of
the courtiers.

 Monsiour,” he addressod him, and
held out a costly walch, “yon understand
somathing about watohmaking. Wonld
you bo so very kind, I pray, as to look at
mtne ; b is in disorder.”

 Monsicur,” Besumarchais responded,
* gince I have ceused to be ocoupied with
watchmaiking, I have become very un.
skilful.”

“ 0, do not refase me this favor.”

#“Be it 50; but I reitorate that I have
bacome very unskiifal."

Ho took the watch, opened it, lifted it
up bigh as if vxamining it closely, ‘and
It it drop.

Deeply bowing, he turned to the cave-
lier saying :

“I cantioned you that I had become
very unskilfal,”

Aud he left the spartment while the
duped nobleman collected the pieces of
his timepiece.

At another timo, Beaumarohms heard

that evil-minded persons had prejudiced

the princesses, by telling them that he
stood’in unfilial relations with kis father,

‘He therefore went to Paris,.visitéd his

father in the watchmaker's shop, and



