'lv

ber of baptisms; the number of persons confirmed,
of the congregation, and of the communicants; the
attendanco at the schools; the amount of the alms,
and of the collections, &c. ; in fact, full annual
statistical returns from cach par ah as to all mat-
ters affecting the interests of tho Church. These
statistics ave regularly obtained in tho American
Episcopal Church, aud in somo congregrations of
that Church are prepared with remnrkable care
and accuracy.

We cannot conclude our report without a deep
scnse of tho importance of the subject which has
been committed to our consideration ; and, feeling
most anxious for the Divino blessing upon our
consultations, wo would respectfully, but carn-
estly, implore the specinl prayers of ail the
members of this House, and of tho faithful at
large, for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, to
mako cffectual any measures which may bo set
on foot, to the glory of Gotl, in the extension of
Hiskingdom, both in our own country andthrough-
out,the world.

(Signed)
towary BickersteTi, Chairman,

UUCASIONAL NERVICES

Report of the Commuttee on Qccaswnal Services.

The Committee are desired *to examine by
what authority the services for November 0,
January 30, and May 29 were drawn up, and are
appointed to be read, and the legal force which
they severally possess ; to report thereupon to the
House, and to inake such recommendations relnt-
ing to thove serrices ns they shall think desirable.”

If by this resolution of the House be meaut
that the Committec should state whether the ser-
vices can be enforced by law and on what particu-
Iar statute or ordinance that enforcement can
be grounded, it must decline to frame an answer.

1t may possibly be that tho uso of the services,
as now existing, i3 legally obligatory, and that it
may be so on one or more of several grounds, but
it would be to intrude on the proviuces of the
courts at law, and premature in the Commttee,
to give o positivo opinion on a subject of s0 much
difficulty and iotricacy. They must likewise
decline to express any judgment on the obligation
of the clergy, as a8 question of conscience, to ob-
serve the days and to read the services. The
general result of the investigation appears to be
that the Legislature has enacted the observance
of the days for which the services are appointed,
and has fully acquiesced in the power exercised
by the Crown to appoint specific scrvices for
those duys.

Though in one or more of the threo cases Con-
vocation appears to have been consulted, and gave
its snnction to certain services; yet the Crown,
in adding those services, makes no reference to
any cu-ordinate nuthority, in this respect, of Con-
vocation. Tho services, as they stand at present,
with alterations, not unimportant, made from
time to time, were certainly not subm tted either
to Convocation or to Parliament, but so far rest
on the sole power of the Crown. Yet this constant
compliance of tho Church, for a considerable
peridd, with th~ Roynl proclamation, the interest
of Convocation, as well £.s the concurrence of both
branches of the Legislature, by their frequent
attendance in the most formai way on such xer-
vices, seem like a recognition of that authority.

The service for the Royal accession, it may be
added, though this service may not be nawmed in
the resolution of the fouse, appeared to rest on
different grounds. It is not commanded or re-
cognised by the Legislative enactments, and

certainly has not been observed with the same;

regularity ; yetit seems with exceptions at certain
periods, which admit of an easy explanation, from
the reign of Elizobeth. to have been commanded
by the Crown and acquieaced in by the State,
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without doubt or difficulty. The Committee
recon.rended tho adoption of the following
resolution: — '« That measures of great importance
affecting not only the property but the discipline
of the Chureli, aro proposed and enacted in
Parhament without being previously commuticn-
ted to the clergy in Convocation.”

COUNSEL AND CO-OPERATION OF THE LAITY.
Report of the Commtiee of the Lower House on Lay
Co-operation.

(Presented July 10, 1857.)

The Committco* of the Lower House of Cun-
vocation of the province of Cunterbury appointed
to consider ¢ the best means of obtawning the
counsel and co-operation of the Inity of the Church
in annual visitations or diocesan synods, or in

have to repurt as follows : —

They are wuanimously of opinion that the well-
being of the Church greatly depends, under
Almighty Goed, on the mutual good will and
cordinl co-operation of its members, clergy and
laity ; and it is their earnest d-sire that the end
proposed may be attained.

At the same time, thoy thankfully acknowledge
that o spirit of harmonious action between the
clergy and laity had long shown itselt with ex-
cellent results, in the administration of the affairs
of mnny religious and charitable societies in this
country.

The special duty, however, of the present Com-
mittee is to suggest means for cliciting, strength-
ening, and consolidating such co-operantion, hy
regular diocesan organization, particularly of a
synodical character.

The Cummittee are of opinion that the means
employed for obtaining such co-aperation, should
be regarded, in the first instance, asof & tentative
and provisional kind.

It may also be anticipated, that no uniform
plan can bo devised, which, would bo equally ap-
plicuble at once to all dioceses.

I.—PARISH VERSTRIES.

The primary clements of lay co-operation may
he found in parochinl vestries, in which the
clergymen and his parishioners meet together for
consuitation on matters ecclesiastical as well as
temporal,

1L —RULRIDECANAL CHAPTERS OR VEETINGS.

The Committee would next advert to the ruri-
decanal chapters or mectings, which are of very
ancieat date.

They appreciate highly the benefits derived
from them, and hope that such chapters or mect-
ngs may be generally revived.

The Committee suggest fur consideration
whether the ruridecaral divisivn of divceses might
not aflord fucihities for lay co-operation, if church-
wardens and sulesmen of parishes of the deanry,
and perhaps other laymen of the Church, were,
as oceasion might require, invited by the rural
dean, to confer with the clergy on subjects pre-
viously proposed.

ceeded by common prayer ifthe church, nnd itis
to_be wished that an oppurtunity might also be
offered for partaking of the Huly Communion.

Il —ARCHIDIACONAL VISITATIONS.

The next advance towards a fuller dovelopment
of lny co-operation mav be scen in tho visitations
I hield by the several archdeacons ; fifty-fivo in num-
I'ber, in this province.

* Members of the Committos :— Drans——Canterbury, Nor.
wich. Archdescons—Berke, Bristo), Horeford, Lowes, Maid-
stoue, Midd} Salop. Taunton, Worcestor.  Doctors—
Jelf, Jeremie, Wordsworth (Chairman). ncellor—Mar-
tn  Messrs.—~Caswell (DD. of Trinity Colleg. Tiartford,

dal) kenle, Oxenden, Kavdolph, Seymour,

U.3 ), K y
Thomas, Hoa, 8. Waldegrave.

other modes that mny be deemed expedient,”!

Such meetings, it s su;x;)scd, would be pre-;

01

The Committee are not unmindful that such
visitations were originaily of a disciplinarian and
judicial character

In courso of time, however, and under thoe in-
fluence of various circumstances, these archidin-
| connl visitations took the place of the two yearly
" wynods anciently held by the bishops of the several
dioceses (Bishop Qibson, Codox, p. 968).

They are, in fact, the only conatitutional assem-

i blies of the clergy and ity of the archideaconry,
i an such, which are at present known to tho law.

The Conmunitteo do not euter on the queation,
whether the present organization of these assem-

. blies iy the best that could be devised; but they
are of opinion that it is enpable of improvement
in its application.

They do nut recomnmend that any atterapts

should be made at present to crente new agency
for lay co-operation in the archdenconries; but
that, in the first instance nt least, resort should
bo had for that purpase to the constitutional
organization alrendy existing from time imm3-
morial.
! They feel pursuaded that these visitations afford
I valuable opportunitics for obtaining the co-opora-
 tion of the clergy and laity, and for promoting the
practical efficiency of the Church.

The churchwardeny are legally the lay ro-
presentatives of the several parishes of the
archdeacoury, and are cited as such to the
visitations. They are theguardiansof the fabrics
and goods of the parish churches: and are the
trustees and dispensersof a large annunl revenue,
amounting to not lesa than L3N MH), for the
maintenance of the parish churches and of their
religious services,

The sidesmen (or synudsmen) also are by the
. 90th canon recoguized officers of tha Church,
whoso duty it is to assist the churchwardens in
the oxecution of their office, and are as such to
be cited to the visitations.

Every thing, therefure, ought to be done to
increase the efficiency of these officers, and to
strengthen the bonds of union which connect the
clergy with them,

It may be hoped that if the importance of these
offices were more gen: ally understood, and if the
holders of them wers  uly recognized us persons
charged from ancic... times with solemn duties,
and if, as occasion might require, they were
called into consultation with the clergy at these
visitations, they would he stimulated in their
efforts to do their duty; and the office of
churchwarden would be raised in public esteen,
and would bie sought by earnest and zualous
Inymen, to the henofit of religion and to the
promution of charity and unity.

The Committeo take fur grauted that tho
| conferences at these synodical visitations would
be limited to .estions concerning the practioal
efficiency of the Church, especially within the
archidenconry : and that no yuestion of a purely
doctrinnl Character would be submitted for
disension at them; and that the archdeacon, as
president, would give previous notice to those
who would be summoned, what the subject would
be, on which he would rejquest tho opinions of
those convened, and that sufficient time would be
allowed for deliberation.

For the more intimate and hearty union of those
who are convened to these visitations, aud for the
blessing of Almighty God on their joint delibera-
tions, it is to be wished that an opportunity
should Ve offered to all who are summoned to
them of joining together in the participation of
the Ifoly Communion,

IV.—Epucopal Visitations.
The Committee next proceed to consider the

caso of the visitations held by the bishops of the



