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dinary ~ businees; and ca the following d:?-
at Port Hope, for prayer and conference with
bretliren ot the United Presbyterian Church.

Jaues Bowie Pres. Clerk.
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ARCHAIA ; or Studies of the Cosmogony
and Natural History of the Hebrew Scrip-
tures, By J. W. Daweoy, L. L. D, i*‘
G.S., Principal of MeGill College; Au-
thorof Acadian Geology. Montreal: B
Dawson & Son ; Loudon: Sampson, Low &
Co. With an Appendix, pp. 506.

We hail the publication of this book as the
beginning of a new peried in the Literary
Ifistory of Canada.

Tie works, that have hitherto Leen issued
from our press, have almost entirely pertained
to historical and other questiuns of either local
or provincial importance. Some of these have
undoubtedly been of a high order of merit and
have redectued vur country fran the ciarge of
literary barrenncss,  So far asthe departments
Civil, Gevgiaphical and Natural History are
colicerned, we are not bubiud the age in which
welivee  Wehave added something to the
sum of human kuowledge in these depart
ments, and our fame hasreached the Ligh p‘uccs
of Buropean Science.

The advent of ¢ Archiaia” indicatesa decided
step in litera:y progress  Here i3 a work not
on any question, fur which, irrespective of its
werits, a circle of indalgent readers may be
sccured, but unc embracing ficlds of inveatiga
tion of univeisal interest and challenging the
attention of Loth rellgion and science.  We
congratulate ourselves that a colonial author
has been found capable of grasping with a firin
hand questions at once profourd and intricate,
and of treating them in their multifarivus bear-
ings with clearncss and force.  Whatever
opiuions may Leentertained of thespeculativng

which this volume contain, thers will, we nve
persuaded, be but one opinion as to the tho-
roughuess with which its topies huve been dis-
custed, the patient labur which has been be-
stoned on every section, the elegance with
which muny of its truths are stated, and the
wide and sccurate knowledge of contempor
ary scicnce which it manifests  Our author
has not given crude and ill-digested gpecula-
tious tu the world, or claimed the attention
of his fellows ta that which hie himself has not
cotmpletely mastered, or regarding which he
Las not sutuetlung stiew and inportant to eay,
Iho render may take up this book with e¢ f
dence that he will find in it truths of vitalim
portance to Christianity, together with the
Jatest and highest inductions of science ia its
Learings on religious fuith, detailed in well
couceived and carefully expressed termas
The preface informs us that “this work is
not intendcd s a treatise on clementory Geolo-
¢y with Theological applicatione, or usan
t nttempt to establish a echeme of reconcili-
* intion between Geology aud the Bible, Itis
{ the result of ascries of exegeticnl studies of
{ the first chapter of Genesis in connection with
numerous incidental references to nature and
creation in other parts of the Holy Scriptures”
Undcr.ahen primarily fur the author's private
information, these studies *are now published
as affording the best answer which he can give
; to the numetous questions on this subject ad-
dressed to bim in” his capacity as teacher of
Geology.”
Ttaugurs wall for the science of the present
day that 1n itsrapd advances toward the con-
quest of nature, it is not conteut to detach it
self from the revealed writings. "Lhere seems
to be an underlying conviction in the minds of
almost all scientific men that soinchow the
Book of Nature, whose characters it is their
Lusiness to deeipher, is the counterpart of that
+ manifestation ¢f the Creator which iscontained
i in the Bible. The very gencral conclusion is,
! therefore, that there can be ro contradiction
¢ between the nghtly understoud facts of the
vnie, and the nghtg saterpreted  statements of
the other. This conviction has led men of sci~
cuce tu give an wausual attention L the Liblie-
al inturpretation. We can remember scarcely
a nate of ang note in the several departments
of science, which is not also associated with
speculations concerninyg the rclation of science
to the records of revelation.

l Juis to be regretted, as vur authur than mote

once mentions, that scientific studies have been

1 80 tich neglecud by the greas muss of religr-
y ous teachers and Livlical cxpusitors.  buud it
must be saad in defence, that our Lest divines
were fully up to the science of their own day.
1f judged of not by modern standurds, Lut

Ly the standards of thar ume, ‘*they will
be found by no meavs despicablein their know.
Jedge of nature.  Nath contemporary Physi-
ctans, whote department was physics, they will
bear a favorable comparison as to their know.
szdge of Natural Histury and geueral scicnce,



