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how tust we may prevent the growing dese.
eration, and promote the better ob-ervance of
a Day, which i the rource of cur rising na-
tion's trae wdory, nud the raternatd of all her
most valued interests,  In the nerzhbouring
republic such comventions have proved ouie
nently suecessful,

During the fivet three year's of the eminents
Dr. Justin Edwards' conneetion, as Secretary
and chicf Agent, with the Ameriegn and For-
eign Sabbath Union, organized in Boston in
1813, he attended fifteen general Sabbath Con-
ventions, of which seven were State Conven-
tions, at each of which from one hundred to
five hundred delegates were present.

A Grand National Sabbath Convention was
held in the city of Baltimore on the 2ith Nov.
1814. It was presided over by the venerablo
John Quincy Adams, Ex-President of the
United States, and attended by not fewer than |
seventesn Inondred delegates, fromy cleven difer.
ent Statea,  To these efforts is mainly traceable
the fact, that in a very short time numerous
canalsand tailroad: were elosed on Sabbath, and
1aail routes to the extent of einhty thousandmiles,

Forseveral years past, agitation has Leen ear-
ried on in our Provinee on this great question,
Sermons have been delivered; neetings have
been convened ; resolutions passed and peti-
tions to the Legislature framed and forwarded.

These cfforts, however, hnve heen, at best,
partial and temporary. They have been too
spasmodic ;=they have not been sufliciently
simultancous and sustained. Undoubtedly not
a little good has been effected.  Much valuable
information has been communicated, Warm.
hearted sympathy has been expressed. The
tone of public sentiment has been rendered
niore liealthy.

There has been, however, a lack of that
thorough co-operation which is cssential- to
success. Unionis strength, This generalunion
has Leen wanting;—not from any want of
Leart among the friends of the Sabbath, or un-
willingness to labour in its advocacy, but from
want of that system which is cssential to com-
Lined action. We need to concentrale more
thoroughly our encrgics and efforts.  llow best
this might be cffected would form a fit subject
for the consideration of such a Provincial
gathering, There are many other practieal
points connected with the genceral subject, on
which, it is of the utmost consequence, there
should be united deliberation. What seems
specially required at present is, the organiza.
tion of & “Sapnati Artiasce,” with its head-
quarters at a central point, and branches wide-
Iy ramified through the Province. Thus would
jntercourse among the friends of the cause Le
promoted ; information be suore casily gather-
ed and diffused; the practical expression of
putlie opinion, when oceasion required, Le
more expeditiously and effectually elicited, and
that unity and system be imparted to the en-
tire movement, which have been hitherto de-
siderated.

We would respectfully suggest to our esteem-

el friende of the Kingston Sabhath Society,who
have hitherto taken the lead in the matter, to
correspond with the sister soeieties in Montreal,
Quebee, and Toronto,  Toronto, being the Seat
of Goveenment. at present, would be the most
aiitable place of meeting,—und a Loeal Come
mittee coubl easily be fornted, by whom the
detail2 could be arranwzed, R.IB

PUBLIC WORNHIPa—ABUSERA—NEGLECTS
—nUGGESTIONS,

Under theso heads we would eall attention
to some things which have long appenred to
us important, in  connection with the question
of religious revival, or, the cfficiency of chris-
tian ordinances. It has been matter of coneern
both to pious ministers and intelligent heavers
of the Gospel, that the services of the sane.
tuary are not more productive of benefit,—at
any rate, that the good results are not so pal-
pable to the obzervation of cither, nor expe-
ricnced on so large a seale a8 might scem rea-
eonuble to be expected, from the number of our
religious applinnees and obeervances, While
we would gratefully acknowledge hopeful ap-
pearances, and tokens for good, in not a few
quarters, even at the present time, it must, we
fear, be owned, that the arm of the Lord hasnot
been very remarkably revealed among us of
Iate, and it concerns us carnestly to inquire
into the canses of the Spirit being comparative-
ly withheld from Zion's assemblies ; and to con-
sider whether means be not within our reach—
speaking  humanly—of infusing a epirit of
deeper carnestness into the -devotions of the
Church, and realizing more extensive Denefit
from the wministrations of the pulpit.

We do not count much on new and extraordi-
nary methods of excitement, although we
ure not sticklers for use and wont, But our
relianee is, under God's blessing, on our ordi
nary means and privileges. The existing ma-
chinery, we believe, needs only to be worked
with greater power; or, speaking as Precby-
terians, our Dircctory for worship needs ouly
to be faithfully observed, in its spirit, not
merely its letter, to sceure all the effeets
which some have sought for, by copying the
artificial modes of those called technieslly
revivalists, or expected from some very decided
change of hands, or fashions, whether in the
preacher’s, or precentor’s department.

We are convinced that a deep responsibility
iies both on the ministers and hearers of the
word, for the present state of things, and
we would, while lnmenting our own as well as
others’ unprofitableness, propose some inquiries,
at least pointing to a remedy.

Weare never to forget that the primary
cause, of whatever deadness or sickliness is
scer to affect the spiritual bLody, lies deep
in the alienation.from God of our fallen'nature,
We must reckon on the power of the evil heart
of unbelief in retarding the spiritual pro-
gress of the pious; and we are not left igno.
rant that the craft of the devil, and the entan-
glements of the world, are in constant com-
bination with the indisposition of the flesh,

'
‘to choke the word, and render it unfruitful,

We think the following faults, common in
some respeets to all churehes, may be remorked
among Presbyterinug; indecd Leing, in good
measure, abuwes of  privileges they justly
vilue t—

First, valuing the vight of private judgment,
“ the mewmber” takes 100 aptly the position of
judge or critie, instead of carnest listener, and

idoetle dicciple, when he enters liis pew,

Second, Leing a part of “the interest,” he is
satisfied to take nccount of the state of the
congregation outwardly ; or how the concern
prospers: instead of solicitously asking, *how
i3 it with my own, and others’ souls.’

Thirdly, happily relicved from the restraints
of an imposed, exclusive, liturgy, he too easily
contents himself to be present af the prayer,
instead of really, mentally, praying, as he
stands,—how often with vaeant gaze,—~to wait
on the expressions, which the preacher mean.
while indites aml enuncintes—sometimes well
weighed  embodiments of  devout thought
aud desire, sometimes less appropriate and
less caleulated to odify, and, 1t may be,
tempting the too willing, wandering mind, to
exchange at the footstool of the throne itself,
the position of suppliant for critic.

We do not seek here to diseuss the question,
how far it is an advantage, or otherwise, for
worshippers to pray with book in band. We
heartily approve of our existing plan, and, omit-
ting all other considerations, believe thus
peculiar advantage belongs to our mode,
especially in adaptation to the various
chianges of Providence, as well as the varying
states of Christians, The advoeates of =
liturgy may not be without some show of argu.
ment in the benefit which they attribnte
to known and familiar forms of words, in com-
purison with the less premeditated eapres-
gions of the moment, But there are dangers on
all sides; and some Episcopalinng candidly own
the disadvantage of being restricted toa stereo.
typed phrascology  Our business is, however,
rather with our own temptations and dangers;
and the Dresbyterian  who Dboasts the
Bible—not the prayer-book—niight well exalt
prayer more, and love Dible and Sermon
no less, in his cstimate of the ends of
Church-going.  Would that not in phrase
only, but in all its ecrious import, “Igo to
pray before the Lord” deseribed the aim and
purpose of lim who sometimes interrogates
his brother merely thus: “ Whom do yougo to
hear ?” or, “ Where heard you to-day ¢”

Fourthly, as might be expccted of him who
waits on word or eacrament, withont ‘diligence
preparation, and prayer,’ the work once done
isrested in—the impression is cvanescent as
the cloud!

It is not Romanists alone who rely on the
opus operatum—the act—the form—the charm,
Less grossly, indeed, many Protestants in
name imitate the error,

The 'membet' has donc hispart. e hasbeen
with his people—heard the minister of his




