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JCONTINURD

Then there wae o Mains Bullion, an heress,
the danpbter of 1 large colton spinncy, with
n bounedecd i the dny shie mined
but de- wiw ke Oweecdingly  plan, that no
one as vyt had Gope forward to pupr the mo-
menteun quertion,

Sunbatgton hud heard ol b, and - at onee
gt an atpedwton o o b e talkad of
Bunting g dedstn, dun 1icen atnd steeple.
chiunin, and Liacgod away to dus et ts con-
tont, atd as Ll youag Jady was nut euch
sotight aftor, b tad st protty wedl s owa
Wity tee Ltetad dotnsdt Lies cavaine tur the
wWwWitnng and haade stio Tunting , but o
POr ol eyen were watclung bun hie hittle
thuught ol at Uie bk ol tho vichestra, with
novernlothior-, rat Alice Loo quictly luoking on,

* by doves biustor, rasathadthe Colonel
to that gt i, but butlar s cutumy it
plieng an Lt quatter, taddang Jus Licad
Bajicntiy lowards whiro the couple were
acntad , 0 thent wagl b i case,

“Very bihdiy, Colonnd, shie bas plenty of
mouey, tind though very plam and of no
tutuny, wiach all those Yorhslure people look
18, 1n |t tobd o very mee gl

" Auy gut would be tww good for that
anuly,* romashed the Colondd, as he turned
nway.

Mury Thorulall lovhed beautiful, and was
tht snchponlodgad bdle of therouin. Charlio
Liad not aehed her to dance, as he was yet
tov wenk to tnhe any vavlent vxercise.

Sir Wilham paid the young lady evident
and aparthad attention, e had been con-
stantly ut the Thornlelis’ Iately on the pre-
e of waihing on Chatlie, but svtuchow or
wtlics that gchULxm\h was nh\u)b tvo ubwedl
10 &eo him,

The fact was, Charke &1l not hke the
young buronet, why will prescutly appear.
Mary bad aucady dancad twice with hn
:mlcll that Wi twico tovinany iv please Thoru.
hill.

* Uere, Chnrhio ! vxelnunud Lady Mary
Shifes, " cotue and st by 1ue, 1 ucver saw
any vuo luoh so utterly wrstehied and woebe-
guno as you sre—what 1s the watter 27

* 1 am tired and weary,” sand the young
man, as b snt down by her, © 1 waut to get
hiotue, but supper will aot be ready for near-
1y an hour, aud Mary says she is engaged to
the vory Inst dance ; and there 18 no chance
of mningmy uncle from the whist-table.”

* (harhe, smd lur Ladyslup, looching
heendy at b, you are a uoudle; 1 always
gnvo you credit for bewyg a sharp fellow, bat
really 1 begin to nnagine that such 1s not the
caso, you can have all you want for asking”
(1hs shie saad with marked cmphastsy * and
yet you wall i ot sk’
~ “ldonot huew what you wean, Lady
Mary, replied the young mau, coluring up,
<+ I—]—thero 1s some one calling me, I sup-
yus it 1s about the supper,” and ie abruptly
1ef her.

The lady smiled as hie too: lus  departure.
*« He understoud mo perfectly,” she thonght,
*+ but youny men new are not half what they
ustd to be, what a goose Siyfox made of
naself to be sure, how he blustered and
stamnuered, and her Ladysup  laughed
quictly to herself, as sho called to mind how
Jict husbaud had propused to her.

Charhie wandered moodily and uncasly
about, and presently camo on lus cousia, who
was engaged 1 an ammated conversation
with sar Willinm ;. he was turming away
whien ahie recalled .

* Charhe, she said, getting up and tak-
Ins ann, ©yen look dreadfully 1l . excuse
yoc. O Walisun, 1 moust loch after a3 cou-
suts a litiy, he s far tram atroug 3e avd
shcanarched Charlie anay, ** let as go it
4he prumennde,” she continued, * 1t 1s cool-
o1 thare.”

Ttus v a Inrge place which had been

addud e to thie Lalltoutu, and n .mhfu“) |

devaand waite fundds, sbfuus, aas. Lasy
(:llhu.-. ~obids, NG, thivle wWas uh:-\ Cist u-ulrh
el as lht‘.\ cadletn -l, Mi. Dufis 2l Miss
Brutaoti, wov saubtoscd anay cufuiessiy as
25 siiand s entesod.

Lll:\lin, wuat i~ the 2uatler witi son 2
<shoid lus connit, as L) tavkh thur ccats at
the far end aud qguite cat of aght, ' 3w
1.0 K e fluu}.\ ]'-’ll(‘ yalerdede feod wois 8o wglxt ?
of ~. T atllgeto papa aud woe waill retum
Lam¢ imuedintely.”

Noo Lam 1ot worse, ” hie rettumed, “buat
3 fedi tard, T aauld ant for the sesld yam
1 fL, CEYL) u.-ll) as voll v to le cnpwling
aeunsod s mield Diave aanhh an attzaction.”™

Adsaction 7 asheld the wendening qurl,

© Sua atacon 2 T lave not the icast Wea
whal sy ean,

Wane Mary, St Waihiane Wadwan has
LAt von et Seut side the wadle cvew-
Alegns 44 s 30 lu.ll"\\'d ‘.\ I‘\l-l.\ ot

1 catnut wup tuat,” repinad she, shightly
<ohamg, * 1 oanet be rade to hae, 1 aa
et Dade i Wt Lt wear e,

Mary, Mary . cavauaal Cnatlie, pas-
Josgive e baad st aneasaat, 1
canes e b i voas o b Mary. Iwail e
B S TR HUR PRI N PIE TORLA FES S
v 0 sy Lade Ao and have fos nionths,
ot haety, maty 3ot 1odarte ot aared to
- vk Tloe you better than awstiong on
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cured for any one save youraelf, you might

have knows that 5 but hushi! here conies Sir

Willisn,”

* I cotne to cluim you for this dance,

Moss Thornhill,” sad the Baronet gaily, as

he appronched, * they have already com-

wwenced, I have been looking for you every-

where,”

** Yeu really must cxeuse me, Sir William,

§ mn tired and do not intaad te dauce any

1sre to night, and I think we shall Lo guing
dueh, ttk Iy coun is fur from well.”

‘I'he young man bowed, and left, ** Ah”
he muttred to lomself, * just an hour too
lnte, Thornhill Las proposdd, for money ; I
feed eerton of it she is a swect girl, but she
would hinve refused me as she has others ;
better as it is."

* T'll take you down to supper,” whispered
Charlie to his betrothed, ¢ 1 will not give
youup to anycue dse to-night, you have
made mc 60 hu!)py, wy darling, I fuel quite
anotner man 37 and he looked it.

* I'll take you down to supper,” whisper-
«d Duffer to Miss Dullicn, * and I'll call and
see hew you are to-mcrrow : may 12

“ Of course you may,” replied the young
Iady, * you may cone as often s you like,”
“There '™ excluimed old Mr. Thombill,-
throwing down his cards, ** kingle, double,
and the rub, Forest. What is it Charlie ?
Mary does not want to go yet, does she ? I've

hunter.”

* That is what T am here for ; Lady Lav.
ender is waiting for you take her down.”

“ Well, corme nlong Charlio; " and he
scized his nepliew's ann 5 ¢ you look better
to-night—far better, my boy ; you are pick-
ing up fast.”

* 1 am nfraid, uncle, you will be in a deuce
of a rage with me whon I tellyou all; I have
done it now!'"”

“ Dope it, done what 2 asked the old
gentleman.

* Why, T have proposed to Mary, unsle,
and she hias accepted me."”

“ Oh, yes, Charlie, I amn in o rage, a deuce
of n rage,” chuckldd the old gentleman ;
¢ you sly dog, s0 you want to rob me of my
girl, doyou ? If you take her, you must
tuke me too, for 1 mmust live with you, or
rather you must remuin where you are, with
me.  Nothing, my boy,” continued the old
gentleman, * has given e more pleasure
for years than this you have just told me.
Why with half an eye you might have seen
she was dead nuts on you months ago, but
God bless my soul ! you young fellows of the
present day, with all your sharpness, are not
lialf as dashing as in my time, when a pretty
girlis concerned ; if we wanted 10 marry and
objectivns were made, we did a little Gretna
Greon business, and all that sort of thing.
'oor darling Mary, T am so glad, Gud Lless
you Loth ! *

* Lady Lavender,” whispered the old gen-
tleinan, as he was taking that lady down to
supper, ** what do you think ? Charlic hes
proposed to Mary.”

At Iast! ™ exclaimed her Ladyship,
*¢ foolish fellow, he ought to lhave done so
months ago ; better Jate than never; T am
really very very glad. What a handsome
couple they will make.”

Bifore the gentlemen had joined the ladies
in the ball-rooma ngain, Lady Mary Slyfox
was in the secret, as well as one or two
others.

* God bless you, Charlie, my boy ! ** said
Sir John Forest, squeezing his young fiiend's
band under the table. “ 1 am truly delight.
ed nt what Thornhill has just told me ; you
have won tho sweetest girl in the universe ;
vou must get well now. By-the-way, what
a chanming persou Mrs. John Turtlefat is, 1
am glad she has been so well received, and
that she has had somuch attention gid her;
hew Turtlefat eculd Lave been such a con-
summate nss, I canuot imagine. Howerver,
all's well that ends well, and I think he will
mnke agood husband, she has wonderfully
fmiprved hitn already,” which was a fact.

‘The conversation uow turned on the forth.
eoming  stecjlechases and  other matters,
a1 1the gentlamen presently left and joined
the ladir<

“C. ullIlave a few minntes’ ¢ uversa-
ticn with you Mr. Daffer 2 ™ asked n gentle-
1At as he was laaving the supper roum.

** Cextaiuly, sir, ecrtainly,” replied Shirk-
ington ; he was in high good-humour with
himseIlf, full of Miss Bullion and her hundred
thousand pounds ; ** Iet usgo in here,” point.
ing to the card-room, whicli was empty.

I am Mr. Sharp,” cammencéd the
«tratgrr, ¢ salicitor at , I must ntro-
duce myelf, perhaps I havo chosen a wrong
wemeat to broach a very unpleasant sub-

had no supper, aud I awr as hungry ns nf

but all these things require proof, letters you
%now, aud all that sort of thing, promises in
net.”

* Exncily, Mr. Duffer, of course nothing
would holl out without that.”

¢ Of course not,” (xelnimed Mr. Duffer,
trinmphantly, ¢ that is what I want to sec.”

"'l'}mt in what yveu shall see, siv; my
chicnt Las no wirh to Lty the mndtor before
court, and 18 withug to arrange matters
quietly, thardore you tlnll sce the pronnses
you bave munde, 1 will eall en you to-ana-
row wormng ot ton, I think we ned not
prolong this inteniew, you are dvubtless
waiting to get budk ty the ball-room.”

thnhigten did go baek to the ball-roum,
Lut his sparits wore gone, he knew he had
mude nu prauise of miatniange, he was quite
satisfied un_ that puint, novertheless hie was
uuwney and uncomfurtable ; lhe Lad been
seen walking with Al.ce, nu doubt, bat that
wis 10 proof . as to u n{)rumiso in wnting,
fiddle-de-dee, that was all noncsinse.

« I thought, Mr. Luffer,” said Miss Dul-
Lion, 28 Sisirkington appeared to claim Ler
fur a waltz, * that gentlanen, especially fox-
Lunters, were meny aftee supper, you secin
in the dolefuls, I suppose you are tired 2 ™

“ Oh! not in the least,” replied he, bright-
eping up, ** wmerely tired of sitting at the
supper-table so long.”

*Then you must have been with yourself,”
sho replied, * because all the geutlemen
have been hiere over so lung.”

« Ah,but I was with a friend, we wese
talking over the coming steeplechases and
horse 1oatters ; never mind, let us be off,”

waltz.

Never had there been o gayer hunt-ball,
all but Duffer went home pleased ; he was
in a stato of uncertainty that was far from

in his bed thinking and cogitating.

¢ Alice is o sweet pretty girl, I know,” he
rutmnated, ** anud as far as that goes 1s quite
as good as I am, but T want to make a great
match.  S$till, I might do worse ; sho is well
educated, plays the pieno, too; fancy her
talung a lady s-omd's place instead of being
a governess, _and turning all this over in his
troubled mind, Lie fell intv an uneasy shum-
ber.

* A gentleman is below stairs, waiting to
see you, sir,” said his servant, entering lhis
rvom with the hot water, * he says you
knew he was cuming at ten o’clock this morn.
g, but Le begs you will not hurry yourself.”

« Eh! what, is it ten, then, Mary ? Tell
Inn I will be down in a quarter of an hour,”
aud he plunged nto his bath. * Nothing
like a coquler, after such a bout as last mght,
and by Georgo tins 1s one, 1t 15 treezing like
the devil too; now we shall see what we
shall see—this wntten pronuse, some infernal
foolery or other.”

He was soon @ressed anddown. Mr. Sharp
was before the fire reading the mormng
paper. _

“# Good-morming, Mr. Duffer,” said the
lawyer nsing, ** 1 am to wy time you see, &
halnt, or rather 1 may say a necessity, with
vs business men. I have dnven over six
miles in my broughrm, Dbitter cold it1s too;
I took the biberty of opening your paper, 1
hope I may not see your nmne figunng in 1t
for brench of promise, lla! ha!™ and he
laughed and rubbed Ins hiands.

* Well, Mr. Sharp,” rephed Shirkington,
** breakfast will be ready directly, but before,
we will go into this business if you please;
you say you have awritten promise, where
isjto ™

** Gently, Mr. Duffer, scntl_v,". exclaimed
the maun of law. ¢ Now do yon rémember
some time back meeting Alice Lee one oven-
g ; there, I wall not go into all the matter,
1t1s o wost unpleasant one, because you did
a very foolish thing that will not Lear the
Iight, <o I will dispuiss all that, by asking you
if you remember one evemng wnting aud
sigmng a note and @iving it to Aiss Lee 27

1t Nashed across Sinrkington all at once,
and he culored violently.

“ Yes, 1 do, hesad,  butit wus no pro-
nuse of marrage, quits oh another subjecw.”

other, * I oniy take facts as they are, 1s tins
your siguature 2

* Centanly, said Daffer, ** without doubt,
that 1s my signature.”

** 50 far so good, then 1 will read the con.
tents of the letter.

s« ¢, Shirkdogton Duffer, Esq.. lato ensign in
ber Majesty's 150th Regiment of Fool. hercby
promise to marry Miss Alice Leo, at prosent in
the cruploy of Miss Sprigbtls, of —— Cottsge
—— Yorkshire, within two months of this dsate.

1ject,” and he rubbed his hands as visions of
15 and cightpences and bills of costs passc(‘li
through his mnind, * but the fact is, I believe i
suu hase engaged yourself to a young lady.”
** Nut aet, not yet, AMr. Sharp,” interrapted i
Shirkiugton ; he fully made uyf his mind.
that the wily lawyer had spotted his proceed- |
ings and withed to drmw up tho settiement,
¢ but 1 do not follow vou, Mr. Sharp; what
unplensantuess can there be in it ? I cor
tainls do intend to propose tu the young lady,
atad the first favorable oppertunity , in fact,
1 I Lave made an appointroent for—." I

* Ixcase me. Mr. Dauffer, 1 think there
suust be sowae mistake, for you bave pro-
posed.”

* Mistake. sir.” ntermapted Shirkin%on.
sopenhat graedly, v mistake.  Migs

L

¢« SmIRRINGTON DTrTEn.
4 11th November, 187—.""

** Good God!" exclaimed the astonished|.

young man, * I never wrote this.™

“ N9, Mr. Duffer, but you signed it, that
is all T contennd.™

«“JIt's a do, n swindle. L see it all. I do
rememns the evening in question writing a
nute, atud just as Ievas going to sign it, "Aldice
anid somc vuc was conmng, which was a fact,
for that filluw I'astcrn passed us and she
twk the note from me.  When he bad gone

by, I siued the note as I thought; shemust,more than you ought, but tho fact 15 you;

have changed it, and given me this oue to put
my hame to.”

** That 1 know nothing nbout, Mr. Duffer,
and care less, al any rate here is the promise

* Permit my interrupting you, Mr. Bharp, | 4 Well, Mr. Duffer,” eaid the lawyer, look-

and ho whirled bis partuer aws3y in  the

pleasant, ho cuuld not slecp, ho tossed about llmd from Allsniob ; upon my soull uma very

** That mu3, or may not be, answered theg

ing up from his paper and smiling, * all is

§_ . "
right, I hope ?

1 ** Quite nght, Mr. Sharp, I have agreed to
marry Alico ; we will brenkfast together and
tulk over mattas,”

‘ “ Now, Miss Lee, that all is settled
amicably,” commenced Mr. Slmr{), “and I
am certain Mr. Dufler is too much of & gen.
tlean to go back from lus plighted word
givun before me, I think Tmay tell han he
will not have a portionless wife. Miss Lee,
’sir. would not tell you she hnd any money
Leenuso hier Iide revolted, fancying you
] would tako her for what ehe had , 8hio is, I
iLelieve, reall; atiached to you, or she would
not havo done what tho hmns. Had you re-

| fused to marry ler sho would not have sued
| yuu, but sho wishud to try you, and I must
fmucsﬁy oy sho has put o little pressure un
rou, but let that passand bygonesbe bygones;

gut perbaps she will tell you her good fortune
lier own wiy."”

¢t Oh, Bhirk 1" exclnimed tho pleased girl,
¢ T will tell you all. You know my poor
father died in difficulties, and that was the
reason I went out, but I had an uncle in
Sussex, a wenlthy furmer ; ho has died child-
less, I am in mowrning for him as you sce,”
pointing to hier sable gruments. “ A week
ago I Lad a letter, saying by his will he had
Jeft me ul], thatis a2 good huuso in Sussex,
threo hundred acres of Iand, all the livestock,
furnitare, farm implements, &c., and-fiftcen
thousand gounds hard eash ; it-i8 all. mine.
I hinted to you the other day youmight have
n farm, but you trented me so coldly that yon
stopped me.”

** Good gracious, Alice, is this all true ?
svell, I am glad of it, you shall-draw up the
settlaments, Sharp, I eannot be married till
after the steeple-chases ; I shall then give up
this cottnge and all the horses save the two I

lucky fellow."”

‘* More lucky than sharp,” muttered the
lawycr,  fancy aman signing a letter in the
dark , if the gray mare does not prove to be
the better horse in this case, I am no judge
of human nature.”

Lord and Lady Verricfast were extremely
glad when they heard of Alice’s good luck.
** So you hooked him and brought him to
book,” said the nobleman laughingly. 1
give you credit, Alice, for your sharpness ;
mlmve got the whip hand and must keep

straight.”

Alice left her place at once, and went
duwn to Sussex, and took possession of her
house and farm; she kept on all her nnzle’s
old servants, so everything went on asusual.
All she did in tho way of alteraton was to
paper, paint, and re-furnish the dimng and
sitting room prettily, comfortably, and in
the best taste; there were lnxunons arm-
chairs and sofas, a nice writing table, in fact,
the poor girl had done everything to make
ber intended husband comfortable.

Lord Verriefast had gven her & hundred,
pounds on her quitting them, as a marringe
present, and this money she had spent on

uncle’s old servants were to be depended upon,
so everything wenton well and prosperously;
she was an active. busy httle body, and
looked after everytlupg with tho greatest
care.

She had not been there a month before
she was quite at howme, and had got all in
tip top order, where we leave her for the
prcscnt.
<.

D

CHAPTER XXIIIL

OTUT OF THE FIRE.

Lord Verriefast was riding his cob home
uietly one fine afternoon about a week after;
the bali, and turning over in his mind what
hie would do after the steeplechases—hunting
and shooting would bo ended, hie had no wish
for a season in London, for he was not a
London man, and his wife detested it.

Iboen foolish snough to promise her more 2"

¢ No, Ido not, 1 knew the poor innocent
Little thing was cammg mto the world, and {
bave allowed yeu ainple to keep it and your-
self respectably ; remember, 1 need not have
done anything for you, I nnght have cast you
adrift jn the world penniless.  How often
have 1 putup with your tunpers, though I
believe they ure not natural to yun, and your
heedless Jaaluusies 2 You are comfortable
and have the means to be so; all I require
now 18 to be left alone m peace and quret.
ness."

*Then you will aut look on your chuld,
Vernefast? sho asged.

** I hud rather not do ro, Ennly, but hero
15 & present for nm,” and drawing out las

urse ho placed a iifty pound Bank of Lng-
Emd noto 1 her hand.  **Go homo again.
I shall be happy to hear cvery nuw and then
frum yuu, to know you are well and happy.”

* By the God that s above me, Verrie-
fast, she exclmmuad vehiemently, *if you do
pot allow me five hundrd? o year, I will go
to your Iady and tell her all.

* Do sv,” 6aid tho uobleman, ** a1d then
I stop four annuty, and tuke the house from

sou—the child I will always support. Go
?mme, quietly, I tell you, or 1t may be worse
for you, ' and touching lus cob ruvde rapidly
awsy.

¢ Bessy, my darling,’ ho suid, on reach-
sng his wifo's room. ** I am come to have a
long talk with you. How would you like a
cruise in my yacht for three or four months ?
We will go directly tho steeplechases aro
over )f you like."”

I should enjoy it of all things,” she re-
plied. *“Iam & capital sadlor.”

*\Well then, Bessy, I will give orders to
have her ready at once. You need not bo
afrmd. The vessel 15 over two hundred tons.
The eabin 1s a-large one, with a piano nat.
1 think I may say thero 15 every comfort and
convsmence ; now for another matter, winch
you must give some attention to. You know
that nien, uomarned men as a rule, are not
too stendy. Now. I do not wish you to un-
derstand 1 have bicen worso than others, but
1 bave been what the world calls a wild man.
You know of the connection I formed some
years ago; I told you all before we were
marned, aud that I bad hbcerslly provided
for the woman.”

** I know, Verriefast, you have,"” she in-
terrupted, * say no more about it; it was
before I knew you, thorefore 1 bave nothing
to complain of ; let bygones bo bygones.”

‘ Yes, but Bessy, tlus unfortunately is nnt
the worst of it ; this woman has followed me
down here. I met her on the road just now,
coming towards the house ; she swears she
will have another two hundred o year, or she
will come and tell you all. She is little
aware you know everything. ¥ told her if
she came here I would stop her allowance.”

** But surely, Verriefast, you have not

« No, Bessy, no, I would not do it. She

had the child. She had the child with her,

and I gave her fifty as a present for it.”
*“You desar silly old goose,” exclaimed his

the two sittmg-rooms. ankily for her, llcrﬂ‘ wife, “jllSt like yovr; this comes of entang-

ling yourself with loogse women ; never mind,
let her come. I will give her an answer.
She will be here presently ; there, go away
now to the stables angd see how my horses are
getting on. You know I must win the ladies’
race with one of them.”

¢ A lady wishes to sce your Ladyship,”
said the old butler, entering thie room a few
micutes after Lord Verriefust had leftit. ¢ I
did not know if you vould sce her. She is
in the smnall drawing-room.

** Show her in here, Powell, thero is no
firo there. And mind when T ring, you come

self, yon under*and.”

batler, ushering in Emily and her mgid.
Bessy rose and slightly bowed.
“I am come, Lady Verriefast,” com-

“Hang me if 1 do not have a yacht outy
|nnd take Bessy a cruise down the Mediter-,
rancan, sho would enjoy 1t nnmensely, and)
In would do me good too, for my head some-{
tunces now feels infernally dizzy ; a cruise of;
four or five months would set mo up agawn.”
Having thus determind it in his mind, he,
resulved to broach the subject directly he got
home; hie knew he should meet with no op-l
osition, for his wife was much attached to
him, aud every wish of his was most rigidly
attended to. -

About amile fronit Tiis place he saw 1 ad-
vance of hiro a lady walking along, a nurse-)
maid was some way behind cartying a baby. )

There was sometLing in the figure or dress
that nveted his Lordship’s attention; as lte
camo nearer he looked still more earnestly at
the lady, who was walking slowly along.

She was a pretty stylish-looking woman of
five or six and twenty yrars.

* Ah, Verriefast,” she said, as she camo‘
up, “"how aro you? I have come down to sce

cou.

*“Good heavens, Emily, what brings you
jbere? you know you promused mever- toj
aunoy me in any way. I bave done for yony
what few men would.” i
‘I don't know that: you have.gmivén mey

»

maust be still more bberal, you really mmst.”

His Lordship turned ¥ery red, and it wa
casy to see that ho was exceedingly rugry. |
1 **Yonu are ungmateful, Emily,” he said, T

s

"

pose his—
* T beg your pardon for interrupting you,
Mis. Bruton, but are you—the—the—" per-

£ she was goine to say but she wonld not §8
hurt her feelinys. so she snid, * are yon the ¥

lady Lord Verrietast ealls Emily—if so, T

will spnro‘;‘ou the pain of telling me any- §
kpow all, and bhave for zomo gH
time ; in fact. his Lordship explained every- &8

thing, for

thing to me before his marriage.”

The stranger looked aghast, and said-noth- B E
ing for . moment.  But, Lady Verriefast,” #&

yonrself. I wish no ono to see her but your- §

*“3rs. Bruton, my Ledy,” said the old

a7
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menced the woman, somewhat timidly, * to
speak to you abont your bhushand, and to cx- §§

she o} length exclaimed, “ did he tell you i

be had a child, that child there,” pointing to

&g

where the attendant was holding it. A

* Oh, yes, Mre. Bruton, he told me of that $i
too,” going up to the nurse and looking at

the infant ; * a remarkably fine child indeed,
and T mast say very liko his Lordship. . No,
Mrs. Bruton, this isno news fo me. Lord
Verriefast has informed 1me that he distinetly
told ¥ou just new, if you camc here and an-
noyed me or him, ho would stop your an-
nuity, and take your house away from you-
1 think he has behaved most liberally fo you.
Now, if you engnge not to pester him any
Yhore, I will guarantee the “allowance shail

be keptup, and you shall retain possession
ut if this annoyance is re-

cf your house ;

peated, T shall get him to act. 1 think wo KB
now understand ench other, and need not 34

prolong this conversation. Good-morning to |8

X%

you,” and sbe raog the bell.
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