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- “Having otcupied the third part of the last number
of the Tribune with his own observations, the pul-
lisher will bave little to say in the presert. Most
earnesily, however, woula he bere solicit the veader’s
Jeliberate decision on each of the several questions
mised in the following admirable paper tron the pen
- of the Rev. Jobn Harris, author of - Mamnon,” * The
Great Teacher,” &c., &ec.

THE SCRIPTURE DOCTRINE OF THE UNITY
. OF THE CHURCIL

BY TUE REV. JOUN HARRIS.

As schism is a relative term. it is natural and pro-
per that we should hegin with an inquiry into the
pature of that to which the terin relates—the Chris-
¢ fian Church. And in cvery inquiry relating to
{ Christian doctrine or duty, our first concern should
" undoubtedly bLe to ascertain the mind of God as
+ Terealed in his word.

The term (Zcclesia,) in the New Testament
which our, trasslators have rendered by the word
church, is one which originally denotes a popu
:lar asseadbly, or gathering of pereons juto one place,

_ without apy reference to the character of the persons
i.convened, or to the object of their meeting. In this
gencral sense it is employed, Acts xix. 32. Butasa
-teligious appellation, it invariably denotes either the
“Whole body of the faitbful, or some one assembly of
mchi persons associated together for the worship of
~God. " In the former seuse, our Lord affirmed, ¢ upon
this rock willl build my church,’-—Matt. xvi. 1S3
-dontemplating ibe majestic assembly—the number
which-no man can number~—who, in all the agesto
tome, should form the great Christian community :
snd in the same sense it is affirmed, that * he is the
Head over all things to the church, which is his
body> When the church is cmployed in_the latter
rense, it is always accompanied with o specification of
the place where it was accustomed to convene :—ns,
" the church which is at Corinth.” * at Ephesus,” or,
* at Rome ’—s0 that it differs from the former, only
B3 part differs from the whole; while the idea of
¥10X essentially pervades them both.

The collective oneness of believers, appears to have
een designedly taught by each of the series of types
proidted from the beginning to adumbrate the nature

of the Christian Chureh.

hris e who * sees the end from
the beginning,” saw fit to sketch an outline of his
ultimate and most compreliensive purposes on some of
his earliest and minutest works 3 imnpressing on the first
stone the figure of the complete pyramid—and on the
atom the laws of the gloce. He who “made all
things for himself,” appear~ to have so made them,
that the Zeast should contain a prophecy of the
greatest ; and that the nafurel should mautely pre-
figure and promise the spiritual. Thus, the earliest
focial relation, and that which is the appointed source
of every other—the marriage union—reflects, in “ a
mystery,” the union of Clrist and his church. And
the creation_at first of ouly one woman, and the
Divine permission ever since of but one centempo-
rancous wife, appear to have been divinely intended to
denofe the collective oneness of “ the bride, the
Lamb’s wife.” Eph. v. 25—33 ; Rev. xix. 8.

As a family is the natural result of & marriage, so
the next great type in the series appointed to denote
the unity of the church, was the oneness of a _family.
This appears to have been the pervading idea of the
patriarchal dispeusation; of which Abraham was the
principal person. And hence it wus, according to the
Apostle Paul, that Ishmael was cast out i in order,
partly, that the typical famil+ might remain at peace
and unity within itself. Gal. iv. 2831,

As a number of families form a nation, so “ the
church in the wilderness”—the ‘¢ twelve-tribed”
Israclites assembled at the foot of Sinai, and after-
wards at the festivals on Sion, were a national em-
blem of the collected church.  Ye are come,” saith
the Apostle, « unto Mount Sion, and unto the city of
the living God.*

Like the Jews, but in a sense superjor, youhave one
common centre, in which you not merely meet, but
where you habitually reside—in God's only palace
upon carth, his Church. Like the tribes resorting
from all parts of Judea to Jerusalem—like the
Panathenaica, or great convention (Paneguris)
of the Athenians—you form one * general assembly®
(Paneguris) —ore glorious concessus -of all orders.
All of you are equally * first-born ;** baving equal
rights on carth, and the prospect of the same inheri-
tance in heaven. And being all alike civitate donats,
made free of the Church, you are enrolled in the same

* Sghoettgcn has amply proved in bis dissertation
on this subject, thatby this phrase is to be understood

the Church of the New Testament,



