
Uri)£ gloime ai giortifgn tcroart.

hoth. Ilere the clixircli of Christ commînc-
ing ns a "«sînaîl rivulet,- Il incrcascd iii
deptl anîl breadtlu as it flowed alorg, swept
away ia its resistless tide the iinpregnabla
strongliohlds of ancielut error nnd stiperiti.
tion, and the accumulatcd corruptions of
ceaturies, ani, by sprcauling its genial cur-
rents on hîumanity, fertilized iL, aund produc-
cd cheering and magnifioent harsests."

Hec theti describes thie condition of tue
ivorld wlîcn Christ came. ".As afteî- a long
and gloonty niglit, when creation lies iu-
trate iii dcath-like sleep, the great lumniiary
of tue day riscs ia thue east, chad la glittering
gold, and travels towards tlîe west, shed-
ding warmth, liglit and life in ail directions>
so rose clinistiaaity ia the cast, amidst the
deep gloom of ignorance and corruption,
aad gloriousiy careered westward, awakîing
slumbering nations to trutb and rigliteous-
ncss, God and salvation. Ycs, tie i-onld
%vas eîîvcloped in almost impenetrable dark-
ncss w-len Jesus wvas bora. Grni idoiatry
stalkcd over tîn. ent and brcadth of the
thciî known wvofld, and prejudices and cor-
ruptions of a Miost revoltiîug type followed
ia its train. Greece, Rome and Egypt, cadi
had its pantheon of variednd( countess
deities, who rulcd the mind of the age Nvith
iron sway. The pnineiples of morality had
nlso snffcred a iwreck aîaid the surges of
m*travagant luxtîries and sensuaiey; and
tinbridled dissipation and dcbauchery pre-
vaikdc on ail aides.",

F-e speaies in termsi of just and eloqucuit,
appedation of Socrate8, Plato, Aristotle,
and adds,-" Judaism alemie utood ia soli-
jar.-y grandeur and prominent relief anîid
titis -scene ýof ainiversal degradation, for it
containcd wltliin itself the precions truths
ofTheisma; but even thiat had corne to be
,cncumbered ivitb eanpey rituals aîîd ceremo-
nies, aud lay divided bctween the coaceitcd
and Itypocritical Pharisees On the one ]land,
_Uîd. &he cold-hearttýd and skcptical Saddu-
cees »oIn the ather."

lie. ilhenspeaks of Cbrist as Ilcoming in
thc fulinea of ime>" aud sacrificiiîg hîims-elf
for the good.-of mankiad :-"I It cannot bc
deaied thiat it w-as soiely for ]lis uliorougli
devotion te, the.cause of utl nd tue inter-
csts of suffeniij- humani ty, that he patiently
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endured ail the privations aîid hardsliip&
whlicli came iii bis %wav, and Ynet tliat tierce
storm of persecrition which luis iiîfuriatej
antagouiists pourcd on li$ tlcvoted l hcad.-
It vras fromn no selfish implulse, front no
spirit of mistakc'n f.anatiq:isîn, tliat lit-lbrave.
ly and cheerfally offli-ed Itimîclf to bie cru.

jcitied on the crosb. Ile laid duvaii bis life
thant God miglit be gloTified. 1 ]lave nlway-s
i-egaRTdcd the cross as a beautiful rnibleîn or
seif-sQaciifice unto trie glory of God, one
which iii ciilclated te, <uiekein the Ililier
feelings and napirations of the hcart, and te
purify the soti, and 1 helieve there is not a
licart, hiv callous and ]lard soever it aîay
l'e, that can look witli cold indifference on
that grand and significant gyiinhol."

Hie gives a brief sketch of the life of
Christ and of the history of the Churcu,
ýinclnding the " wicked sy8tem of l>opery'"
Ile deserilies the Ileformation as A rester-
atien of Primîitive Christianity. "lFor
this great work Providence raised up
Luther, and te, Iiim the ivorld is indcbted
for its emancipation fromn the errors and ab-
surdities of l>opery. ]3y his spirited pro.
tests, in the înidst of tîje ilssemhledl potes-
tates of Europe, and ia tlîe face of fuirions
opposition, ngaiast the galling despotism of
the Romish Clîurch, anîd is fearlcss advo-
caey zof the primitive trutlîs of the gospel,
and the rights of private jîidgnent, lie
pîulled down the huge fabule of corruîp-
tien thiat hiad been built up, reviving the
drooping energies- of Cinsteudoîn, and
onîce more -.-stablisliing the glory of Christ."

0f rnodeu-n inissionarieus and their ivork-
he says :-' They ]lave hraved ail hazards,
crossed oceans and dcserts, suriaountcd in-
superable difficuities, and, with patience,
perseveralîce, and self denial, hlave plautic~
tlue cross in many a land. Througli their
labours Chiristianity has pcnetu-ated thîe fitr-
thesi. extremities of thte globe, and lias
nmade proselytes aîaong nearly ail races of
men. Mlany a countrvy, where barbaristu
and bestiality prcvailed, lias uow become
the abode of cuvilizatiori, refilmieru, and
pence; anîd many a nation, long iînmesd
in the mire of idolatry and immoraliît, luý
beexi reformed and purifled. Tite Stream of
Cliristitinity, whicli lirst flowcd westvgi,


