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taras froan some ai the, Sessions as your
Comnittec have front some ai tic Prtesby.
teries. Nor ara tic returns that are abîcin-
cdj always Nvliat they ouglit ta, ho. For
instance thie fohtowing statement is made
whicrc a comnnittee ai Prcsbytery wvas ap-
pointct ta draw up a report: "Yaîîr coin-
mIttc citer a carefi peresel ai the answcrs
anud conipariiig theni îvitli those of lest year
catinût lîelp feeling that thiere is a tentet-cy
îoovcrlaok the reai object of tliese querics.
ln many instances they do flot appear ta
have been subniitted ta the Session et ail,
tue answers are oniy the opinion af the
pas;tor. Ia imtty ca5s thie pastar lias for-

ègotten ta reture aaswcrs until requested ta
1 de so 'oy the C'ammittec, anti theit tie

limse wcastoo short ta sunimon the Session.
The result is a greet meny answvers arc so
vague îînd generci thet it is elmost impos-
sible ecîtty ta kinow wlîer is reîîlly

*meant." Suchi a mode af doing things is
very culpable inteoti.

The klifficuity that lies in mIne vay ai
Ipreparîng a report on tha stateofa religion,

tien iviien 1resbyteries end Sessions affordj cery facility wirlîia their palier, is pretty
Weil keown ta the members or Synot. ht

Iis not easy teacscertaie tîte exect condition
of rehigiaus life in e commueity, perhaps
it is uttterly impossible. The diffi 'ulty isImade greater whcîî, as iii the prest'nÛ in-
stance, returfis ia sorme cases are flot mate
nt ail, andi in athers are vague ced point-
lens. The vagncness is duc in the case af
neme ta a sensitive scrupuiouisncss, ta a
shrinking fromn torming auy estimeate. It

*is te be fecreti, Ixoivever, tiiet on the part
of some it is due rather te spirituel cere-
lessness.jThere is nu progress oi a starthieg kind

-te report eow, nu revivais, no extensive
iigathericgs irom theworld. Therehlis co

wave ai spirituial excitement svvept over
rngregations or communities. The aspect
ni thicgs iii the Chîirch bias been caim, and
rcgtlar end arderly. It is not P-.ertece
here w1hetler the ealm andi ort'r are an
advange or otherivise. There is rot for
iecasion an that question. The gospel

has becai preachet inj a tneasurc bath af
labour and ai faitbfulness. The yotîng
tare bien traincti in tic Sabbeth Sciîool,
'he Bible Class, and ia souto cases in the
raiechtticci meeting. There have bten
prayer meetings, visitations from liouse ta
bouse, and in same cases cottage Meetings.
<
1
îc Presbyterv reports thut spe Dcial services

';(-re lielti withiui its bounds in compliacce
vwith the reroamndieioc ai lest Synod.
Aid there bas been the saveur ai a holy
hie diffuecd in a sihent manner by many af
Ibe office bearers anti members. Some te-
$Ditli as followced from ail this; it scems ta
te impossible thet there shiauld not ho
1i11le resuit. Men bave been broughit out
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af a state of nature and ino a stete of
grace, and other men that wcrec aiready ini
a state af grace have been iiited up ta a
highcer level ai knowledge aed of spiritual
life. We cannot perbaps lay ur hands ait
sncbl resuits cnd affirax %vitiiaub tenr of
contradiction that it is suich resuits that
wc are laying our hentis on, but we would
fondly hope mare or iess af that issue lias
beeîi reachieti. Stîch fruits ils joiîiing the
feltowsliip ai the Chutrcli, ieadiîig a moral
111e, engcging in Chiristiani work, giving af
zacans ta the cause af Cati, bathi et hoe
acd ubroad, loving anc aiiuther, are referred
ta ia the reports, acd suceli fruits are very
desirable. A large nieasure of these ivas
wacs L-roughit ta materity during tic past
ycar, and in this wc rejoice, for this we
give tlîanks.

To be hanest, liawevcr, that we may
not cangratulate aurselves an wbat mey
afrer ail bc gilding aed nlot reai goiti, let
us confcss tiiet there mey hc îeuch ai wliat
wve have naw referred ta, aiit yet no infaili-
bic certaiîity that genuine gatiliness is
tioitrisiug. Mlakiag aprofession ai religion
by coming ta the Lard s Table iii olietience
ta Christ's comamand tacs nut prove that
the practice agrees witlî the profession.
Extc:ecnl purity,ant lcast much ai ilie perity
tliet is etîrrent in these ticys, is not seuf-
ciet, it may ho but the respectable decency
wliici is the natural auteame of moral
habits, and of the civilization ai aur cge,
tine heart neyer havicg bet chcngcd ini
the sense ai being bora agein. Men may
engage in active service ci ce, in Sabbath
Sehool work, je Tract Distribution, je ex-
hortation, publie cnd priyate, ccd in simi-
lar work, and yct bo far train the kingtom
af Goti. And ane cannat sey howv far
libcrality mey go cnd nlot bc bascd an the
righct motive. Tlicre are men wîom, wc
ail knoîv, and whom not!îicg but tlîe work
ai the Spirit on the lîcart couit make liberai.
their nture is s0 niggardly. There are
atlier men ai nature so reticet and gecer-
aus that they catn give end give largely
withaut any seli-denial, there being noth ing
bchind bat a delicate and bubtie tesire of
self-estcem, eren tlîoughi they themseives
be uncanseiaus af that self-cstcem. There-
fore we nced ta be caeli lest we couet
that ta be fruit which iti not gcnuine fruit.
Oh!1 how cautiaus wve as oflice-bearers in
the Chîircl i Gad oughit ta be, rccdy te
bceccuragcd and yct tiat ta be over
sanguine.

Amang the discouragement that almost
ail the reports refer ta are trunkenness,
love ai the warld, andi fashion. l)rnken-
ncss ceed flot ho calarged an lîcre, as it
forms the subject ai a distinct report. T hat
it is a great hietirance ta tlieg-rowth ai true
gadlincss ail af us arc well cwcre. That
millions ot dollars are spent on drink,
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