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Committec have from some of the Presby-
teries.  Nor are thereturns that are obtain-
od always what they ought to be. For
¢ instance the following statement is made
% :  where a committee of Presbytery was ap-
ek | pointed to draw up a report: * Your com-
mittee after & careful perusal of the answers
and comparing them with those oflast year
cannot help feeling that there is a tendercy
10 overlook the real vbject of these queries.
In many instances they do not appear to
have been submitted to the Session at all,
the answers are only the opinion of the
pastor.  In many cases the pastor has for-
gotten to return answers until requested to
do so by the Committee, and then the
time was too short to summon the Session.
The result is a great many answers are 8o
vague and general that it is almost impos-
sible exnctly to know what is really
meant.”’  Such a mode of doing things is
very culpable indeed.

The difficulty that lies in the way of
preparing a report on the state of religion,
¢ven when Presbyteries and Sessious atford
every facility within their power, is pretty
well known to the members or Synod. It
is not easy to ascertain the exact condition
of religious life in a community, perhaps
itis uttterly impossible. The diffi~ulty is
made greater when, as in the present io-
stance, returns in some cases are not made
atall, and in others are vaguc and point-
less. The vagueness is due in the case of
some to & sensitive scrupulousness, to a
shrinking from forming avy estimate. It
is to be feared, however, that on the part
of some it is due rather to spiritual care-
lessness.

There i3 nu progress of a startling kind
to report now, mno revivals, no extensive
ingatherings from the world. There has no
1 wave of spiritual excitement swept over
congregations or communities. The aspect
of things in the Church has been calm and
regular and orderly. It is not souertea
here whether the calm and order are an
sdvange or otherwise. There is room for
{ discussion on that question. The gospel
has been preached in a measure both of
Isbour and of faithfuluess. The young
bave been trained in the Sabbath School,
the Bible Class, and in some cases in the
atechetical meesing.  There have been
prayer meetings, visitations from house to
bouse, and in some cases cottage mectings.
“ine Presbytery reports that special services
were held within its bounds in compliance
vith the recommendation of last Synod.
And there has been the savour of a holy
Ife diffuecd in a silent manner by many of
the office bearers and members. ~ Some re-
wlt has followed from all this; it seems to
b impossible that there should not be
tme result. Men have been brought out

tarns from some of the Sessions as your F'of a state of nature and into a state of

grace, and other men that were already in
a state of grace have been lifted up to a
higher level of knowledge and of spiritual
life. We cannot perbaps lay vur hands on
such results and affirm without tear of
contradiction that it is such results that
we are laying our hands on, but we would
fondly hope more or less of that issue has
been reached. Such fruits as joining the
fellowship of the Church, leading & moral
life, engaging in Christian work, giving of
means to the cause of God, both at home
and abroad, loving onc anuther, are referred
to in the reports, and such fruits are very
desirable. A large measure of these was
was brought to maturity during the past
year, and in this we rcjoice, for this we
give thanks.

To be honest, however, that we may
not congratulate ourselves on what may
after all be gilding and not real gold, let
us confess that there may be much of what
we have now referred to and yet no infalli-
ble certainty that genuine godliness is
flourishing. Makinga ‘pro(ession of religion
by coming to the Lord’s Table in obedience
to Christ’s command does nut prove that
the practice agrees with the profession.
Extesnal purity, at least much of the parity
that is current in these days, i3 not suffi-
cient, it may be but the respectable deceney
which i3 the natural outcome of moral
habits, and of the civilization of our age,
the heart never having been changed in
the sense of being born again. Men may
engage in active service even, in Sabbath
Schoo! work, in Traet Distribution, in ex-
hortation, public and private, and in simi-
lar work, and yet be far trom the kingdom
of God. And one cannot say how far
liberality may go and not be based on the
right motive. There are men whom we
all know, and whom nothing but the work
of the Spirit on the heart could makeliberal,
their nature is so niggardly. There are
other men of nature so refined and gener-
ous that they can give and give largely
without any self-denial, there being nothing
behind but a delicate and subtle desire of
self-esteem, even though they themselves
be unconscions of that sclf-csteem. There-
fore we need to be careful lest we count
that to be fruit which is not genuine frait.
Oh! how cautious we as ofiice-bearers in
the Church of God ought to be, ready to
be encouraged and yet not to be over
saoguine.

Among the discouragement that almost
all the reports refer to are drunkenness,
love of the world, and fashion. Dranken-
ness need not he enlarged on here, as it
forms the subject of a distinct report. That
it is a great hindrance to the growth of true
godliness all of us are well aware. That
millions of dollars arc spent on drink,



