
FIRESIDE READING.

LiITLE PAT.
]lat i8 oneO of the Il characters" of the

ragg(,ed-schiool, and a generai favorite.
lie coules strîding in. tosses a8ide his
Cap, atRi witli hie3 bared feet, dishevelled
hair, and tattered gatrîîîents, 8tands a
perfect picture cf tLe child of the 8treet.
Pats8 own bni description of the esc-
pîcymerît of lus parents gives us somo
littie iniiht into thse child'e sad history.
Ife say, àly father digs in the drain,
and my muotler drinks." We have no
doubt the litther often neglected bis
work te asqiet luis wife, and wo can ima-
gine, between tlueiu, whiit kiid of' a
line tiiel fuirnished for thpir ehild.
%Ve sec that the boy has passed through
no gently caressed and sweetly ceish-
vd infiancy, and bis earliet ehildhood
bias been a season of hardehip. No
wonder that hie littie fèeet, as soon as
tbey could totter across the thresbiold,'
esc;Lpcd Jrom the dingy roonn jute the
bright sunshine, and loved to, linger in
the streets. At an age when children
of grentier parentage are led carefuiy hy
a guiding hauîd, pour littie Patwasjost-
uini aiong in the erowd ; anud whlen nighit
(lrewv near, and more bleet ch jîdren ivere
softiy sung tu sleep by a müther's sweet
voice, our littie boy often wandered ini
the danrk, chili gluoin. Why Eihould
lie wis4h te go te the place lie calcd
homne? No nuother's caressawaited hie
rcturn; ne fatlber'i;kind voice would

l reet thiceoming feet of lus littie son.
'tue negylected child wras left in the city
tlîoroughfaTes, te find lsià amusement,
and te receive bis education.

%Vitx a shont and a bound, Pat threw
luis littie body, and his soul tee, into
e!verv @treet excitement. lle voice was
the iret te eche tise alarm of fire down
the street; he rolled back bis siceves,
and clenched bis Best8, fur anybody's
figlit; ho buttoned up his ragged .jacket
and rnarch--.d energeticaliy w1henever the
sgobliers appeared ; flun- up hie old cap,
aind joined in the patriotie hurrah ; and
bis eyes sparkled as ho danced on the
cellar doors te, the reci of the street or-
tran. Naturally, the boy had many no-
Icl qualities and with ail bis raga-

muffin pranke, one zaight perceivo tînat
there wcere hud away, in hie childish
breast, eceds which, if properly matured,

would bring f'orth an abundant liarvemt
of noble fruits. But now, lucw thle
weeds Nvero springý-ing up, luow filst the
adversitry w-as .4owing the tares, leavitig
ne roou for goud seed to grow !

The @treet is a bnLd scînoul, fuil of
wicked touchers, and our poor Jitie Mit
wai an apt seluclar. lie wa8 noaking
fearfully rapid progrees, wfivii a kind
handt was put out, and lie was led 1ev-
ingly te a1 hetrer do.

'filse selucel wa8 C-olnetb ing quite nevr
tu, tino boy, and. at tiret, ic did mlot uni-
del-stand wuat ià ai mentat, aund 1hardly
fnuncied its exerciqe8 But t3oon hie bu-
gan te love the kind vouces tlien spoke te
lim there, and to understand the teacîn-
er'a genile wordsabeut (hd andi ljeaven.
he li8tening face and quiet nîanner

proved that a good insfluiisce was at
work ;and nuow littie Pas ie efastsed
ainongst the good eblolars, and is a spe-
cial fasvorite. More than one pere lias
predictea a noble nianhood for the bo ' ,
if Gud shall spare his lifè, notwithttand-
ing the adverse circuinstanced cf bis
clîîldheod.

Sonne tirne ago, Pat*s seat was vacant
at the scinool for sleveral Salnhathe8, and
tlie v'igilant Superuntendent, misiing bis
littie prolege, went te look f'or hilm ; but
flnding tînat his parents bcdl movcd f rom,
thiîer former reeidence, ho did not know
whcre furtiier te seek hlm.

But one day, ne lie was walk ing aiong
tino street, lie hjeard his naune caliet, and
Pitt's liand was gladly thruet into huis.

66Wluy, wy boy, wliere have you heen?
1 have been loeking for you," the. teauli-
or exclainned.

I've nîeved, sir," Pat answercd,
anud nuentioned tlîe name of' the etreet in
wlî lo lie wvas living.

làBut why don't you corne to Sab-
bath-sehoei ?t Yu are ileurer now than
yeu were before."

il can't corne, sir, becausie I Hive -up
stairs," lie eaid, with a comical expres-
sion upon hie face.

ilWhat dilerence dnes thet make,
Pat-iving up stcsirs V"

IlYou know sir, 1 used te five down
siairs before, and wluen niether locked
me uli, te keep me f'rom goung te Sab-
bath-echool, 1ledt ump out the
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