~

263
2

UTHE INSTRUCTOR.

T B e~

« nrisw Ty A e w0 e sy
TATERLTY DOPLTILIIDWT,

THE REWARD,
car. I,

Mrs, Trasi, from that moment, forgot his
treatment of herself, dwelling only upon his
past affention, and accusing herseif as the ciuse
of his rma,

dition, pennyless, h2'pless, withuat {risnds, a |

prey to the mast agonizing r~flections. A gen-
tleman, who had lost his wife several years
previoys, and had lodgingsin the neighbour-
hood, on learning from his lrdlady some-
thing of her history, and that she would likea
private residence in the country, offercd to
furoish the means for her removal, and com=
fortable subsistance one year, delicately pro.
hibiting the least intimation which would be-
tray the donor. The money was conveyed to
the wretched woman through the landlady.
and. in ashort ime, Mrs. Trask’s place of
residence was known only to a few, including
the parson through whom she received the
charity which had enabled herto leave New
York. On settling herself at B s her na-
tural haughtiness of sbirit, not yet conquered,
induced her to desire effectual concealment
from all former acquaintance, and she assumed
the name of Lincoln, by which she must at
present be designated. She here cherished a
sate of feeling which was fast paralyzing every
mental and bodily energy. Her wasted form,
haggard features, and agonized expression
of couhtenance, bore alarming teslimony to
the corroding effects of grief, disappointment,
and remorse, as in her case unmitigated by
hope; unaccompanied even by the excitement
which suspense creates, and aggravated by
entireseclusion from society. Io this seclusien,
however, were raised up for her friends more
valuable than those she had lost.

Mr Horton, the elergyman of B~——,adorn~
ed his high and holy calling by a life of uni.
form piety and active beaevolence. In his
indefatigable exertions to discharge the sacred
duties of his office, he was greatly aided by
the congenial spirit anG !abours of his wife,
who considered it.her peculiar province to
cheer and assist the distressed, and to acquaint
her husband with auy new opening for useful-
ness which might invite his attention. She
was uot long ,ip Jearning enough of Mra.

She wasleftin a wretched oo -
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that she had aclim upaa their sympathy,

and nnediately obtrined Mr, Horfon's aseent
toa joint el wpontl - stranyer hoir recops
! tion was not vors encourngringy.  Mrs Fincoln
I n.aintained a prinful reserve insegard to her
! history, merely saying that stz had esperien.
‘ ced severe trials and reverses, m.d Letrayed an
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“evidently accustoned to] the world, eould wot
casily be aczuunted for, But thoce m_ssenygers
‘of mercy resalved to persevere in their ep.
"deavours to win her confidence, and adminise
ter Lalm to her wounded spirits.  For, whe.
ther her evident wretcheduoss was caused by
fuilt or affliction, or both. she wis ave to
whom they were commanded (o exhibit the
in<tructior s and covnsolations of i hoiy velia
giony wha came to seek and savetiat which
was lost.

| embarrassmeat and uressinnss -,

Repeated crl's, made both separately ai.d
together, appeared to have awakened in tha
forlorn woman a feeling uf ter 1 rness and gra=~
titude, yet the constraint in her manner was
rot overcome. Returning oneafternaon from
a walk, during ‘vhich she had dropped in, to
utter a word of kindncss to the strangcr, 3irs
Horton said to her husband-—

¢¢ There is something in Mrs Lincoln’s o
pearance which [ cannot accour.i fors sue seens
as though my presence awakered tiogd b
recollections 5 it is oftea waivful o wit..o.s
her confusion when I approuch | 1

¢4 Perhaps you resem:ll so.nc frioud .. bus
losty"” replied Mr Horton.

¢¢ It may be—-and certainly I have often
thought that hor face is notanew one to
me.”

Atthe succeading interview she was recci 2
by Mrs. Lincoln with evident cordiality, Lit
with increasing perturbation. Mrs, Hurton
was endeavouring, as usuals to soothe and
profit the object of her benevolent visit, ty
presentiog such topicsas might be applicable
to her case, whatever was the cause of her
distress, #hen tbe unhappy woman, unable
longer to restrain her feelings, coavulsively
cxclaimed —

+¢Oh! madam, you koow not that the wretch-
ed being to whom you offer coasolation has
inflicted upon you the most cruel injury. The
name by which I am here known is assumedy
—your attentions have been bestowed upos
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