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Janitary 2î. Mattllew xvi.: 13-23.

Referring to the well-known facts of Febrnary 10. 2iatthew Xviii: 1-14.
reincarnation, Jesus asks bis disc:iples
who the peuple thouglit .ae hiad been in If a chela is simply a littie cbild, thxe
hi$ previous life on. earth. Sonie occu]tist has a new force added ta thig
t.bougbt John, soie Elijali, sanie Jere- passage. Aithougli the word transiatect
niah, some mie of the lesser piophets. convertedl, verse 3, occurs in about a
Peter, lhowever, recagnizes him as a score of ather passages it is elsewilere
greater than any of these, a Christ, a rendered 'turni" or " tuirn again." ',1Un-
Buddha, a divine avatar. As lesh and less ye turn aind becanie as littie child.
=lo (1 Cor. xv. 50) cannot; inherit thxe ren, in no wvise shall ye entgr the k-ingdom

dgolm, so flesh and blood N-as unable of the heavens." The Revised Version,
to reveal this spiritual iniystery to Peter. adopts this reading, getting ria of theo.
On this Roch, whlîi is the indivelling logical encuiubrances and naking clear
qChriht (1 Cor. x. 4). is bixilt that hanse a simple fact ini nature. Chilîdren ac-
etern-al in the beavens, of nxany maxi- cept naturally ail the truths of theos-
sions, fi-ou living stones,, iuta ail c-cie aplxy, in fact, tlîey often know theni
sma against which nothing ehall prevail. intulitively, and the const'ant diversion
Compare ý Cor. v. 1; John .Xi'V 2; 1 'uf theiriniuds to the artificial concep.
Peter, ' i. 4-83; Mlatthew vii. 2427; tions of tbeology inight welI now, ,'U
Peter as represonting the nnderstand- then, cail down the rebnkce of verse 6.
ing, is thken by the Ier netic ',chool s One's success or weifare in t-xis life is of
thxe Rockr uponi wbich the Clrist-life is no account, verse 8Ae. The Revisecl
attainied. 1esus forbr-;ý b is disciples ta Version omits verse 11, but las it in
tell nyone that ho was the Chr.se. It Luke xix. 10.

INTERîNATIONAL S. S. LESSONS.

Jranuarv 20. Joisik VI : 125-35.

Bread is ever uasedl as the syxnbol (,f
the spiritual noxirishnient upon whicx
the divine6 841f existe. The corn of
Egypt, the cakes of the iihew-bread, the
manna of thie %NilderKess, the loaves of
the miracles, the broken bread of the
ônobarist, these are only a fewv of the
nxany formes in wbicli the idlea may he
founct and inetructively compared. lu
spite cf repeited warnings the concep-
tion is îîearly always .ig'ddand
materialised by public tezacherb,, and the
mneaÀ4, whicl we -are so frequenitly en -
joined not ta work for, is mnade tho chief
abject of existence in a civilisation
whose God is described in Romans Xvr.
18 and Philippians iii. 10. The Lord's
prayer lias been inaterialised in this
sense alsa, but the present passage clear-
ly shows what ie the daily bread for
-shich we are to pray. If the 27 and 33
verses are read in canjunctian, the
sealing of the bread frani heaven xnay
be understood. Saine of the churches
observe this in their cerenionies, and
the bot cross buns of ]Easter preserve a
tradition of so-called pagan tinies. The
Dread of initiation referred to-the bread
of Ceres,-iiiay lie cansidered in coxxnec
flan with the sealing of the tribes. etc.,
in Revelation. This living- bread has
been available ini ail ages? axnd climes
(sec I Cor. x. 1-4), nor had its distribution
been deferred till the Christian era.

coula only lead to superstition, as in the
present day, instead of the true reverence
of spiritual recognition, verqe 17. Peter
lis the underst.audiug, is the tenipter,
the adversary, of the intellect, or inanas
opposed to Biiddhi or intuition.

Febriuary 3. Lukae lx. 28-36.

The Maunt of Transfiguration ic the
mystical Mount Meru, or Olynipus, or
Pisgah, or 8mnai ais it is variously de-
picted, and the commnand ta "'get the&
.up juta the high1 mouncain" is not a vain
one. Prayer in the true sense ie ouly
possible in the regions of spiritual ele-
vatian. Various -effects of prayer or
nieditation arSe enumnirated by Patanjali
in lis 3rd Book, and the 41st ADhorisin
describes how the ascetic '.by concen-
trating bis mind ut--)a the vital energy
called Sainans. acq uires the power ta ap-
pear as if blazing with light. " The thre
disciples, Peter. James and John, hav-
ing been asleep, are unable to give an
aucurate acentint, Peter, as recorded,
vc.se 33, not knowving what he was say-
ing. They were wisely silent on the
iatter, verse 36, as ail students shoui4

be af their occuit experiénces. Super-
stitious credulity or inicredulaus con-
t.ernpt are alinost the oniy senti nenta
inspired by such narrations. Thte rev-
erent soul will find a bhishi as uxiracul-
ans ini its way, perhaps, as a transfigur-
ation. The higlier mnystical aspects of
thxe incident are connected with the east-
ern doctrine of the descent of avatars.
Compare the whole passage with Exo-
dus xixx, xxiv and -rxxv, 29-35.
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