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Thc following was rcad bcforc thc A.D.S. of Europc, iii BIaden-
Baden, ii 1878, and I amn happy to say that thc icews expressed
thon, havc workcd their way slowly to the front, anld to-day arc
known under the popular title of "Combination Fillings." Wc
have arrivcd at this rcsult through an enforced cclecticism iii our
trcatmcnt of tecth, by grapin g at, and making use of cvcy
material offcred to us, iii our vain efforts to prevent dccay, and
p-cserve the organs confideci to thc care of our experiencc. Ten
vears is a fair timc in which to dccide thc important query: Have
wc gaincd greatcr knowledge iii this time to cna'>ic us to save more
tecth than ii 1879? Arc morc teeth saved, comparatively, to-day
than formerly? Let cach individual practitioner ask himself thcse
questions, and answer thcn for his own satisfaction.

Evcry mnan lnows wherc he has failcd, so let him try again, and
try something ielsc than that in whlich he has failcd, and find out
new results as beneficial or otherwise, until lie devclopes a natural
eclectic knowlcdge of the manner aid matcrial lie will use, according
to the case. This cai o'ly take place vith surety wlien tlic
patient is a regular visitor, and oie lias time to iote the perma-
ncncy of the filling material used.

My expcrieice of the last tei years, witli, as a general rule, a bad
class of tceth, is tlat the Coimbiination-fi ling is the most permnanenît,
and tlcy have becn as follows: Gold ancl amîalgams (gold and
cenent), amalgam and cements, tii and amalga. You will
wondcr at my niot inîcludinîg tinî and gold. Thie simple reasonx is,
that after cxperimenting quite a time, 1 finally came to the con-
clusion, through results, that gold and amalgan hiad the sane
effects with a more pcrfect possibility of manipulation.

* 1 merely wanted to demonstrate by reading this paper (written ten years
ago), that the present systeni of combination tillings, w ich is being so niuch
advocated now in Aimerican Dental journals, is nothing new, but lias been
there before and the systen followed for years here in Europe.


