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DECEMBER 1,

lot i beginping to be & most Important affair. In
many parts of the country, timber grows scavee.
Those -* bo bave it will do well to avoid all waste,
and provide wisely for coming years. Al fatlen tim-
ber that can be used shonld be converted into fire-
wood. Dead trees should be felled. A culling
process that will make the picce of waods last ag
long s possible should be adopted.  All fence tim-
ber shonld be carefully preserved.  Fueland fencing
will be costly things on manya Cunadian farm before
long. Not only firing, Tut material for making new
fences and repairing old ones, ought to be provided
in the winter time.

This is usually regarded as a season of comparativo
leisure, but it may, i desred, be made as busy o time
as any in the year. In addwiun to the duticsalready
spoken of, there are many uscful and necessary
matters that can be attended to in winter, better than
atany other time.  Most furmers bave some skill in
the use of tools, and can make a variety of articles
needed on the farm, such as zates, waggon racks, sleds,
stone-boats, rollers, drag<. &¢  There is no hetter
time than winter for pruviding such things. Farm
accoun!s should now be strasghtened up, and much
thought bestowed on the doings _of the past year.
Thae questians, ¢ what errors have I committed ? what
successes have I gained? and wherein can my farm-
mg he improved,?” should be well weighed during
many an anxious hour. Plans for the coming bus
geason should be carcfully formed.  Books and peri-
odicals devoted to ngriowlture should be closely
studied, and a nole made of yvaluable lints, for
fature referenco and use Reading on general eub-
jects, with a view to the improvement of tlie mind,
may. propeely claim a portion of time.  The farmer
need not oe a danes or au ignoramus.  Let him seck
and intermeddle with a1l wisdom 1t is an objection
urged sometimes against rural pursyits, that farmers,
as & clasy, ave £0 upedneated and uninformed, and
that it is not casy to find intellizent and refined soci-
ety among them.  Let this repioach be taken away
from this most noble of all secular pursuits. Tho long
winter evenings not only give oppurtunity for read-
ing and reflection, but for lectures, farmers’ clubs,
&ec. These ought to be established in every neigh-
bonrhood. Prejudice against book-farming and inno-
vations ought to be laid aside, agd ¢ pxcersiorl”
adopted 23 the universal motto.

These bints may saflice to show how much of real
work may be crowded into the season of winter.
But wo by no means advoeate a tread-mill medo of
existence,—one in winch incessant plodding. at work
of some sort or other, i3 to be going on. We
believe in recreation, and winter is o good time for
that. There arc many indoor enjoyments that may
be bad : music, singing. senaible games, social gath-
crings, and tho like. There are out-door recreations
aleo: sleigh-rid.ag, hunting, skating, &e. As we

ointed ont about a yvar ago, cvery rural neigh-

ourhood might have, at small expense. a rink for
skating, curling, &¢. ; and many farmers, with crecks
fowing beside their doors, might provide such asouree
of amusement fur their uwn famihes. We believe
that as a clasa, farmers unbend from hard work too
little. A day now and then during the other scasons,
as well as in winter, may be well spent in relaxation
aad recreation. The farmer himself, his often too
hard-worked wife, and his children, seclnded from
the husy world, would be gainers every way, by
periods of wisely chosen amusement.  ** All work and
10 play® not only * makes Jack a ¢ull boy,” hut has
a like cffect on Jack's father and mother, and indeed
upon tho whole family. OUr, to quote JEsop’s graver
8aw, “ the bow always Lunt loses its epring.”

The Ri;derpest.

Tms fatal pestilenee still stands foremost emong
the agricultural questions of the day. The Londen
Times does not now devote twa or three columas daily
to chronicle fresh outbreaks, as it was wont to do
some weeks gince.  The British public are, therefore.
mainly indcbled to the culpably meagre, and con-
fessedly incorrect rotrns, iseued by the I'rivy Council
Office, for a record of the deadly operatious of the
plague. The statistics in question are a kind of
vague cattle-mortality-hnil, siuee the first appearance
of tho rinderpest in Britain, up to the sccond day of
November. Itis not aitempted to be concealed, by
the authorities themeelves, that the numbers they
publish are uoreliable. Imperfect as the statistics
are, however, thoy aro yet sufficicnt to prots that the

widely ciraulated reports of tho gradual cessation uf'

the plaguc were without foundation. Tho nuwmber of
cases tabulated in the Government returns are as
follows :—

During the weck cading the 1{th October, 1054
4 & '.HBL 1729
v 25th 1873

There can be no disguising the fact that when
nearly two thousand animals ave prostrated in ono
wecek, the infection of an cnermous amount of stock is
indicated. Judging from the reports of newspapers
published in the rural districts of Britain, we are
disposed to believe that the area of infected conntyy
is widening every day.  Since the commencenent of
the outbreak, it is probable that close upon 30,000
animals havo succumbed to the fatal plague. It is
difficutt to conceive the loss to the country, which
tbis statcment implies. Apart from the immense
pecuniary value of the animals themselves, the luss
in grass rotting in ficlds, the income from the milk
supply, tho rents from the untenanted sheds, and
ether obvious considerations, would figure up 2 mach
larger sum of money, than is mierely represented by
the et value of thirty thousand head of cattle.

We notice that much discussion,~not alwways good-
natured,—is still going on in the British agrnicaltural
journals, as to tho origin, and curability of the plaguc.
The balance of evidence scems to be poised pretty
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Y | cqually between the Russian and home generation

theories. It scems questionable, whether or not a
satisfactory eolution of this questivn will be evolved
from tbe tempest of epeculative dircussivn going on
at present, between the allopathic and homwpathic
medical practitioners.  With respect to the treatment
of the plague, the former are meeting it by barbar-

owsly recommending the immediate slanghter of its)y

victims. In the meantime, the homapithic pracu-
tioners in England and Holland, not ouly prutess to
cure, but are actually curing a considerable majority
of the cases committed to their care. As Bll's
rssenger aptly remarks,—< The doctor who says he
can cure a discase which oiher dociors have pro-
nounced incurable, or have failed to cure, will
naturally be regarded eitber with extreme respect, or
extreme contempt.” But, “to the owner of stock
upon tvhich the plague fulls, it matters very littte—n
matters, in fact, nothing—whether his cattle are re-
stored to health through the agency of a ¢ vegular®
veterinarian, or turough the instrumentality of one
whoso system is based upon principles and data, ty
which long-established custom has not yet impnrted
the prestige cf respectability. e praises the bridge
that carries him over, and believes in the worker of
what §s cquivalent to & miracle.””  With respeet to
the successful treaiment of tho disease, some very
important statecments, from reliable statistics, were
recently made at Neorwich, by Lord Bury.  Some
4,700 cases of rinderpest, it appears, have been
treated in Holland, and of these 45 per ceat. have
been saved, through the means of the allopathic and
homapathic treatment.—the latter having proved by
far the more successful.  The following extract from
Lotd Bury s speech, as reported in an Eaglish con-
temporary is conclusive on this point. “In Septem-
her, when the cattle plagne was raging in Iolland,
two Belgian gentlemen, M Gandy, & member of the
Veterinary College, Brussels, and M. Seatin, 2 homaco-
pathic cbemist, offered to the Datch Government
that if a district were put under their charge, and if
they would not allow them to be interfered with, and
would not require them to make o report untila
sufficicnt number of cases had been treated, they
would on their part give their gervices geatuitously,
and try the syatem fairly. This was accepied by the
Duteh 'Government, who agreed to give & commune
up to the homoecopaths, it being understood that the
veterinary surgeon of that commune ehould be re-
quired to certify that every case which came wnder
homaeopathic treatment was an actual case of Rinder-
pest.  Matterness, the district assicned to the homeeo-
patbs, was & commune fituated 1 the very centre of
iho infected district.  The peasants and proprietars
were somewhat prejudiced against the homeeapatbie
system in the Brst instance, and did not eater cordi-
ally into the view of the homaropatbs. but before the
termination of the experiment they were greatly
pleased with it, and gave every ussistance in their
power. At the commencement of the experiment the
proportion of cures effected aut of the animnt:
attacked was 70 per cent , but in the lastthree weehs
the homoeopathists saved nine ont of every ten cattle
which came under their treatment.  Matterness was
situated within a mile of Kethel, in tho very ceutro
of what had come to he styled the ‘ black district,’ 80
that the Lomaeopathists did nnt enter upon their
tasks under peculisrly favournble circunstances.
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They continued it tdi Sept. 22,
under thsir care, each cuso being certitied by the
velerinary surgeon as one of actual vinderpest. Of
theso 80 animals 60 recovered und 20 Gied.  Besides
these, 230 beasts in tho commune were put under
prophylactic homaopathic treatment ; 25 took the
disease beforo tho treatment had bad time to work,
but in the fonrth week no fresh cases had occurred,
and on the 218t of October the commune was pro-
nounced free from discase, und had remained freo
from that time to the present. A large proportion of
tho cattle nttacked in the commune of Matterness had
been treated by the allopatbists before the homceo-
paths came into the district. In all, 189 cases came
under treatment, 80 under the homaopathic system,
and 109 uwader the other. As 73 cuves only wery
effected, of which 60 were attributed in an official
{report to the homeeopaths, the balanre was largely
[ in favour of the homaopathic mode of treatment.  To
the 73 cured ought, however, to be ndded & portion
of those still reporied as nader treatment, ag some of
them, no doubt, recovered. Theremedies which were
employed by the homaopaths were arsenicum,

hosphorus, phosphoric acid, rhus tox., and sulphur.

t was found that all cattle could not be treated alike,
ag every case had to be dealt with on its own merits.
These details proved, he thonght, that the discase
was amenablo to treatment, and that our plan of
knocking on the head cvery animal which happened
to Le attacked was barbarous and unwise.”

It will, in all probability, be objected by the orthu-
dox practitioners in Britain, that the above medicines
are prescribed as specifics, and that, therefore, the
homecopathic practitioners are quacks. ¢ Possibly,”
as has been well observed, * the hunding after specifics
is a mark of iznorance and weakness in medicine,
yet the negleet of them is proof alse of immaturity ;
for, in fact, all medicines will be found speeific in the
perfection of the science.™  Dispassionate consideration
is pecessary on this, as well as on all other subjects.
Iu an age of progress, a despotism of preconceptions
cannot be tolerated. It does mot follow that the
dictum of even the greatest medical authorities is
infallible. In. the present lamentable condition of
things, the British farmer who cannot bring the
requisite amount of moral courago to form an inde-
pendent opinion for bimsclf—in spite of the sneers
and sarcasms of cminent veterinary authorities—isa
“sglave not only to others but to himself.”?

Deatn or Dr. Lixprey —We regret to learn, from
our recent British exchanges, that Dr. John Lindley,
the distingui hed Professor of Botany, in University
College, London, is no more. e was born in Feb®
ruary, 1799, at Catton, near Norwich, whers his
father was propriotor of a large nursery garden.
Atan carly age, he devoted his attention to botani-
cal science, and, when quite & youtl, contributed
some able papers lo the < Transactions of tho Lin-
nean Society ?  Abont the year 1820, ho procceded
to London, where he became Assistant Secretary to
{he Yorticultural Socicty. Mr. Loudon soon after
engaged bim to write the descriptive portion of his
“Xncyclopxdia of I'lants,” the merit of which, asa
botanical work, was entirely due to Dr Lindley, as
wasstated in the Preface. Thiswork wascompletodin
1829, and in the same year ho was appointed Profes
sor of Botany, at the London University. In a
< Natural System of Bolany,” published in 1836,
Dr. Lindley took new views of botanieal classifica-
tion, and proposed & new nomenclature for the

families of plants. Ten years later, bis great work,
*¢Tho Vegetable Kingdom ™ was published. * This
work, the mnost claborate that had appeared on sys-
tema‘ic botany, gave o description of all the families
of plants, and more ecspecially of those most useful
to man. Itgave very extended lists of the genera,
and was gencrally recogoiscd as onc of the most
important contributions which had appeared at that
time on gystematic botany. While cngaged in writ-
ing these works, Dr Lindley was wmost diligeatly
employed, us a practical botanist, in describing
new species, on which he wroto a large number
of papers contribuled to botavical publications.
T4 1811 Le Deeame the ceditor of the « Garden-
<1+ Chronicle,” a weekly publication, which be
conducted with_great ability.  In 1560 he was
appointed Exawmioer in the University of London.
lie was a Pb. D. of Munich, and a Fellow of tho
Roysl Sotioty, of which In 1858 ho received the
‘mf;du\ a8 o Teward for his services to botanioal
seience

and 80 beasts came




