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B. C. MINING CRITIC,

VANCOUVER AND THE CLONDYKE

Tha B.C. correspondent of the London,
(Ei;g.)_. Miing Journal comments as
follows on this topic In the latest issuo
to hand of the oldest of all mining nows-
papers :

Very' fcw other than officers and men
of the Mouuud police, whose services

aro llkely to be sorely needed to keep
order this wintér among a population of
desperate, because cold and hungry
minors, are now leaving British Colum-
bia for the Clondyke gold fields. Al
sensible men here recognize that it is
necessary for the prospector to wait til)
spring, unless he wishes to take hiz life
in his hand and risk it quite unnecessar-
fly. Hence, acting upon advice to this
eﬂécx. many would-be gold-seokers in the
Yukon, making thither via British Cot-
umbia, are wintering in Vaucouver,
Victoris and New \Westminstor.

The :

|

wargiug attitude of the Mining Journal's :

editoriat policy in .regard to the Klon-
dyke gold excitement is here commended
by auchold uvorthern placer muers of
solltl judgnem. as happen to be aware of
the Mvieo aiven your readers, whilst
t.lu puwuuom to knowiedge of the
\'nko. ;mned by. some_ directors of
hutlly omulzed Yukoa. syndicates
formed Iataly in, loondon. are hero re-
gatdod mu derlsiou. ..

“Tbm are men, tlus posing, whose
oulyknowledge ‘of mhiing in Western
Cauada mts on the basss of a bhasty
visit to Weat Kootensy, made either in
the course of & sporting or political tour,

_plus a few days. stay and occasional
conversation with wining men ut the
comfomble Hotel Vancouver. The
want of kumvledge of far northern cir-
cumstance dispiaved by certain attempt-
ing company promoters weyld also be
ludicrous were it not lamentable by
reasen of the possibility of its duping
the British investor. Thus one promo-

ter had an idea of sending eyules and |

candles to the Yukon, and utilising for
transport.  the  serviees of Ramspate
fishing smacks, utterly  Incapabie of
safely rounding the iorn,” to say
nothing of the perils of the rough nor-
therss unavigation of the Rehring Sea.
Would-be Writish investors in Yulkon
companies will do well 1o remember that
man y—probally most~of the telegrams
sent 1o England, via Victoria, Seattle
and New York, exagrerate greatly the
®old as yet got and Lrought out, this
being often done delibierately to prowate
travel and autfit trade,

“The * Western American™
correspondent is a born ** bovmer.™
'seldom falls to use any opportunity
afforded im when he thinks it can be
made to enhance the tcmporary profits
of the poople of his town. There is
absolutely no trustworthy cvidence yet
avallable to show that the Yukou's gold
output of the ssason 1896-7 exceeds some
as.ooo.ooo;sm highest cnimm:, whilst
inall pmbtblluy 1 will be fonad con-

news

and .

sldorably less than this total, whiceh, di-
vided amongst thoso engaged, weins no
more than falr wages for thogo engaged
in the case of most, and moderate for-
tunes for a very anall minority, though
now that the ‘“ boom ™ {8 on, wmany aro
selling their cluims to syndicates, and
syndicate pronsters. for ** funcy prices
many times in oxcess of thelr roat futrin.
sle values. 0Ol timers™ here declare
and point to statistics in proof, that the
Clondyke it no richer than were the
Carihao placers of old, and these after all
only brought wealth to a few, and never
sustatned.a population of more than
20,000, or thereabouts, whilst there were
1o hugely capitalised compantes needing
excessive profits, in order to make the
most moderiate success.  Aud the rich
Caribon placers viclded in all during 20
yearsorso not more than some SG60,000000,
Yot theClondy kecompaniesof New York
alone now ask for £100,000,000 of capital.
The Mining Journal canuot, in vour
correspondent’s opinion, strike too loud
a note of warniug as to the premature
enthusiasm for the Clondyke, as famine
and cxposure will Joug before the spriag
cause bitter lament for many lost Clon-
dykers. Already the \'ukon deav.h soll
—little noted by cable. corrupondenu—
is very large, typhoid fever, lung
troubles, exaustion, and drowiiug.accl-
dents having in & few weeks claimed
victims, many and sturdy’ amongst the
Clondyke argounauts, many. hundreds of
whom are uow camping out in the cold,
under such conditions of self-neglect aud
exsposure as are sure to prove fatal to a
large percentage uniess they speedily
return to winter quarters ju some town
ceatre of civilized comfort. The best
news concerning the Clondyke—towards
which, notwithstanding all possivle
warnings, there will bea big rush o and
after the spring scason of next year—is
the intention of the C. I R. to inaugur-
ate, in connection with its trans-coutis
nental and trans-occanic  services, a
special steamship and railrozd route to
the Yukou gold ficlds, starting from
Vaucouver. A well-appolnted coasting
steamer will in the spring carry passen-
gers norih, and at Glenora, on the Stick-
cen River, discmbark them on a line of
light railroad to be bullt Letween Glen-
crg and Teslin lake. From Teslin lake
aud along the Yukon to a joint uear the
gold ficlds another C. P R, steamer will
carry the passengers in safety aud fairly
comfortably. ‘There will Le little difli-
culty for thecompany in providing the
steamship servicey, and the 100 mile con-
tiecting railroad is sald o present no
vory special cngineering  difficultics.
Alrcady the surveys are b dlug commenc-
cd, and, doubtlcss, if the liue be not all
constructed Ly the spring the company
will then bave part of the work accom-
plisticd, aud by some other fairly offi-
cient temporarily substituted means of
travel provide for the ‘trausport. of- pay-
sengers aver the short lnwnl between
Glenora and Teslialake.” The"pioposed
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MARSHALL & SMITH;:Paops,

We Buy For Cash
Or. Work.-on Bond any Gucd Mining
Propusition.

Send Us
Specimens of Your Ore With Descrip.
tion P'rice, Ete. We Have the Cash

for Develuping any: Iromising Proe
perty.

CHAS. MARTIN & CO.,

Tining Share Brokers and Mine Inco:porators
Seattle, Wash., U.S.A.

KASLO & SLOCAN RAILWAY.

TIME CARD.

Trains Run on Pacifc Standard Time.
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