
Friend, who in the silence of his mind his heaven and God finds, besi-
tates to admit the above positions. So fur then, under ithe t3pical
dispensations, that those honoured by God as his friends, were those who
publicly confessed him,

The teachmng of the Saviour uns just as explicit. He nho would
confess him before men, would be recogozed by the Fathfer in the day
of eternitv-while those wlho nere ashamed of hun, and wou!d not con-
fess him before men, were thrcatened wath rejeclon in the presence of
God's holy angels! His last words to bis disciples, only a week
before his corenation iv the heavens, nere to poit out explicitly the
way ordained by him, in whiAh all those wvho would be imitatorsof him
should confess him before the world. " lie that believeth and is bap-
tized, shal be saved," are tli ever memorable vosds of the ascending
Saviour. This decision he lias never revokled. le %% ho would substitute
any thing in the place of this decree, would change "l imes and scasons,"
and prove that lie belonged to one of those poners, secen by Daniel in
prophetic vision, opposed to the saints of the Most H igh.

I know, my brother, there are many mnds, who in the contempaimion
of their own powers, consider hemselves phoilOophical, chat look with
scorn and afTected pity on those %% ho urge thie iecesav of obed ience to God
-to the letter-as indispensable in order to the d4velopinent of clristian
character. Many such minds are pirofessedly devoted to the christian
ministry. At the hazard, however, of bmcîg caîlled exclusive, or even
a bigot, I assert that such n>inds are neitlier w el( stored ý ith biblical
theology, much less are they naturally plidosophical. In no one princi.
pie does the divine government e ince more pure benevolence and
divine philanthropy, next to thie sacriticiai death of God's oun Son, than
in the ordination of a positne lan, placed on the icry threshold of his
tabernacle--his church ; and as absolutely necessary to the full deve.
loprnent of the divine favour, ready to take up his abode in the truly
submissive soul.
' You knov what we mean by "positive law.' Verv fev of our
modern theologians give the subject much attention. lndeed I have
conversed with quite popular :eachers of religion-who have studed
systematic theology-who proved by ileir ignorance of " positive law,"
as connected with religious institutions, that it had never rcceived much
if any of their attention. For the benefit of sone otliers who rray rend
this, I wouid just remark, that by positive law we mean chose precepts
of Heaven for which we can find no reason but the iwill of God. That
men should love God-that we should love one another-that children
should love their parents-that we should believe the truth and turn
from our sins--we term "moral" requirenents beca use they are right
and commendable in and of themselves: they were always right, and
would have been whether God revealed such dutîies or not. But that
man should not eat of the fruit of a certain Iree-that he should offer
sacrifice-be circumcised--go to a certain temple and altar to worship;
ie immersed into the name of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and meet
frequently to break and partake of a loaf and drink wine in memory of
the death of Jesus of Nazareth-and many other things of a like nature-
are neither right nor wrong, good nor evil, in and of themselves, aside
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