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a4drÈeligl6'us mîythologàyof otïrScani-
dinavianý ancestors. In the very
nâmes. of 'thé days pf -the week, thé
memories of Thor and Woden, of
Friga and Tuesco, are, perpetuated.
Many elemientÉ of our chaiacter-and
historY) ôf our populaàr belief and
fôlk-lore, have their roots, far baclr in
the old'Norse antiquity. Yet, till
the publicatibn of Pýrôf.' Anderson's
excellent mhanual, there was for Eng-lish'readers no-easily acessible ànd
satisfaëtory treatise on thissubjecc.
This old Mythology was of anesseni-
tially noble character. 'In its genesis,
like ail mnythologies, it was an. îrn-
personationt of nature. But the
stern and' savage scenery 'of the.
Scandinaviani mduntains and. mneres,
desolate fiords, sombrp-fcnests, an d
swviiling maelstroms, gave, to. the
northern superstitions a pec'uliarly

eëird- and& awful character; - The
gods wvefe Incarnations of savagc.force and waged incessant war with
the _7oliuns, or ýgiants, Frost, -Fire,
and Tempest. Yet Balder,,the beau-
tiful, thel Suni god, that quickens
wîth bis smnile the dead' woi-ld to
life, is a nobler conception -than
Phoebus Apollo, and the stern viitues
of 0din and Thor shamiè the vices
of Jupitet and Mars. The religion
of the North seemns to us to have
beeni instinct: iith a pirofounder
ethical -spirit and purer imorality than
the -sensuous %woràhip of béauty, of
thie-soft and suniny Isies of Greeéce.
Hence, in the providence ôf -Gody
the uncorrupt and vigorous Gothic
races were'.chosen. to supplant the
effete civilization of the South, and
to, become: the. fathers of modern
Europe. The noble Anglo-!Saxon
and Teutonic civilization of the
world ýto-day, the foster parent of
social ord&, stable goveramnent, and,
religlius liberty, lis the 'resuIt of the
religion ofthe Bible graftedupon
the sturdy stock of that old. Norse

aner, who-cse honest blood flows
iaior veiùsrô-:dà :.
Éfir stpàrtof Prof;' Anderson's

-Valuaýl6eWork conistýs 'of a disuùi-
sitioni zhMistica and critical,'ùpon

the Norse mtythiàfogy,, and.the seconid
part, of his anialysÈis and ihtèree
tation of -it) illustÈàtedlby eopiouà
translations of its, Eddàaad, Sagas,
and strangeleesan trdio.

Under' the; latteir headwe have the
mythologicai accounit of '.iL creation
andi preservation of the woild, of
the life and exploits ôÔf the gods,
fates> ins and heroes-; of the
elves, trishixies, and -gnomeLs--.-.
spirits of the earth an& air and sea ;
of the banquetings of Va1halla, the
sacred h 'all of Asgard;,of thedevelop-
ment of evil, the destruction, of the
earth, the death ' of the ancient
powers, and thre regeneraion ofboth
gods and m'en under thre mild and
beneficent s_ýway of Badêr the beau-
tif ul. For:thedetails of this august
religious drama of -the ages, tire
belief which moulded 'thêý characters
of our forefathers, and la -no small
degrée shaped the destiny. of their
descendants, 'we must refer our
readers to thisvolumne.

The publishiers are to. be congra-
tulated on the eleganit.stylé inii wich

theyhave gotten up this book. Tire
heav paper, clear -type, symbolie
engraving, and gilt deviée on back
and side, are in- admfirable keeping
With the intrinisic value of thewýork.-

ThSe Analogy of Relzgion, .tVatural
aid Rez'ealed, to the- 'Coitsitiutioný
anld Càourse. of- Natur-ýe.. To wvhich
are added TWo, Brief DissertaLtions
on Persor*i'al Idenitityý, and the
Nature of Vîrtue. By' JOSEPH
BUTLER, LL.D., Lord Bishop of
Dburh.n. With *a Life of the
Author-, Copious Notes, and an
Amnple Index. The wýhole edited
by REV. josEPH CUMimINGS, D.D.,
LL.D., President of Wesleyan
,University; 12nio., pp. :395.ý Newv
York:. Nelson and, Phi11ips ;
Methodist Book Rooms, Toronto,
Monfreal, and Halifax.

IT is' an'èpoch, la tle; initellectual,
history: ofai nr.n ivhei lie irst

mÈterý ýthe argumenéit of Butler's
analogy. Thisý immhortal 'treatise is
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