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Vie Utkitôwn God: or, Inspiraition&
Arnong Pi-e-Cistiait J?aces. By
(C. LoRiNo BÉ.ACE. 8v, pp. xii-
336. New York: A. 0. Arnmstrong
& Co.; Methodist Book Roms,
Toronto, Montreal and Halifax.

Many of our readers will remera-
ber ivitli mucli pleasure Mr. Brace's
former admirable volume "(.esta
Christi, a History of Huniane Pro-
gress under Christianity "-a volume
whose distinguished merits have car-
ried lb into a fifthi edition. The
present work is a worthy successor
to that book. lb is niarked by the
samie wide reading, the saine devout
spirit, bbc sanie literary style. 'We
caunot better express the purpose of
this book thain by a short. extracb,
froin. its preface, lb is designed «by
bbe comparative study of the ethnie
or h eathen religions " to sec how
the nan of other races aud tinieB
regarded the problenis of the uni-
verse. '%Vlat Nvas bis conception of
the Primevai Cause, what lie con-
sidered his relation to that strange
powver; and how far that, relation
affected his daily life and practical
niorals. . . HLow bie regarded the
great darlness beyond ]ife . . what,
moral ideals and conceptions ho
transferred to another existence, and
how far be succeeded lu lifting tbe
great veil which hangs before it."
In this study Mr. Brace finds "1foot-
prints of the Divine Being on the
shifting sands of remote history."
In tbe mythologies and superstitions
of ancient lands and peoples hie finds
evidences of the inspiration of the
Divine Spirit; proofs that those
ancient religions refiected "Ibroken
lights" of the truc revelation of
God; that in every age the more
thoughtful souls of nmen have been
stretcbing out blind bauds of faith
and prayer "feeling after God if
haply they may find bimi;" or, as
Longfellow beautifully expresses it:

«"IThe feeble bsr.ds ana heiples
Groping blindly ln the darlinczs,

Touch (iod's riglit hand in the
dar<ness,

,And aie lifted up and strength-
ened."

Our author begins wvith the early
Baniitio civilization of Egypt, and
finds lu the synibolism and religion
of tho oId land of Nile strong fore-
glearns of the clearer light of later
tinies. The traditions of ta, and
Thoth, of Orus and* Osiris, and the
solemn liturgies of the Book of the
Dend, ail give evidence of a profound
belief in one Ood, the Creator of
lîeaven and eartb, the rewarder of
good and of evil.

Then we have lu' the "Penitential
Psalns " of the old Akkadian race
the proofs of a deeplyreligious spirit,
akin to that, of another Semitie race,
the Hebrews, whom God miade the
especial depositarics of Bis revealed
wiil.

Espccially lu the literatures and
religions of the Aryan races is it
apparent that God bas not left Hlm-
self without a -iitness iu the bearts
of mn. lu the Greek mysteries; ini
their symbolicai worship; in the
ancient hynins te Zeus and Apollo,
in the avenging deities of the Greek
draniatists, iEschylusand Sophocles;
in the high philosophy of Socrates
and Plato and the Stoics; ln thei
pure inorality of Seneca and Epic-
tetus and Marcus Aurelus--these
glinipses and glances of the Divine
are seen.

Our author then turns to, the
vencrable religions of the Orient,
the niystic teachiigs of Zoroaster,
the ancient Vedic hymnes of thé
flindus, the sacred ivritings of the
Buddhi8ts and the b]ameless life of
Gautania for additioiial reflections
ana refractioins of the true, Liglit
whilich lightetheverynian that conieth
into t.he world.

This noble volume iB but an ex-
pansion of the argument of St. Paul
withî the .thcnian worshippers of
the "Unknown God." The Divine


