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ASK SOMEBODY ELSE. -

[The following is taken from TAe Msasage, the organ of the W, ¥,
M. Societles of the Preabyterlan Church in Canada, [t
should have a wide reading.]

We see nothing 80 olearly as other people’s duty. Through
strong glaeses of habitual criticism or lagltlmnw expectation
or complscent self-safficiency, we analyze other women's
lives with the keenness of a biologist over his mioroscope.
Turning away some importunate ploader for help with the
veuerable remark, ** Ask somebody olse,” ls there not a
feeling of unholy joy that this ‘‘somebody else” is to be
sifted like wheat ? that our refusal has been a means to that
end?

The membership in our socletles counld, with blossed ox-
coptions, be divided into two classes: * the woman who
ought not to but does,” and ‘‘the woman who can bat
won't,” and the lattor class is largely responsible for many
a nervous breakdown in the other. A maria for being in
evidence possesses some women. There are self-induced
cagen of nervous prostration. The woman who *'lives al-
ways ot the top of her volce " will be likely to be prema-
tarely allenced, or, worse still, hecome discordant, * gnn-
gled, out of tune.” In religious work, pre-emineotly, there
must be something rndlcalfg'ewrong when a good woman is
too husy and too tired to be happy herself or cheering to
others. The overworked woman, bowever, commands our
respect as daes not her fnoubus of Christian drones, cven
though she may be wrong in assuming undue burdens. ‘' Ae
* thy day thy strepgth shall be,” runs the promise, and not
«t’Ay ton women's day thy strength shall be.” If & woman
belongs to forty-one societies and oluba, and there are some
who 5:, she shoold be able to discharge her duty to three
dozen of them, ot least, by a yearly aubseription. Trying
to give herself to evex;lythlng. she is sinnfog against the
mind and body her God gnve her. Tho dignity of living,
the grace of repose, the strongth of quietnesa are far from
her, while phyaical breakdown and spiritual dopression are
imminent.

8o there is a woman who needas to say firmly : '* Ask some-
body else; I cannot, ought not, muet not undertake ono
straw weight more of work or responsibility.” But there
isa muchinrgar class to which most of us, if we are quite
honest, will acknowledge that we belong, the class of ‘‘the
woman who cao but wou't.” She puts the beavy burdea
op her sisters’ shoolders and keeps it there, adding the
welght of her awn resigned nasclessness or cultivated help-
lessness. A womau recently asked, in vain, twenty-two
other women to help her in a certain miasionary meeting,
and after that remarkable experience sald that she, felt she
would never again refuse to do onything for anybody. Here
are women bound together, by love to a common Saviour, to
work for His kingdom. They acknowledge the common
obligation of mem ership and gift of money, but without
that gift of voice, time, talent, tact, porsopality and co-
operation, so often elsewhere lavished. Gifts differ.. Not
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all can do tho same. thing well ; not oll can mpeak .,
quently nor pray fervently fo publio. There ts no one whe
cannot live eloquently her prayers. There are those wh,
! with theic lives expross the holy Gospel they profeux

There are women who nevor aeek or embraco any ojyur
tunity to aid in their Individual socletics. ** The wiina,
who ocan but won't " is often critical and deplores the o1
noss and insdequacy of minslonary meotiogs. The sny-y
fled touch of her gift of criticism, having bogun its ew
work on her own hcart, may be the very tonio necded 1,
that society, Lack of time, lack of ability, lack of «qun
dence, ars the most frequent excuses glven when you are
asked to find somebody else. Women who never evinced
any such trait Lefore bocome temporarily very humbic
Women the very breath of whose noatrile {s ** sometiung
new,” decline on the ground that they ** never did such -
thing ia thetr lives.”

You were given a clear, sweet voice. Have you lost it
power in Chriet’s work? You were endowed with u e
mind for business ; it has been a blessing to you and others
in domestio and seonlar affairs. Have you ever used it i
Chriat's work ! Your fluent tongue and convinclog manuer
hayve put throngh many a social and patriotio scheme. W
they given you for every use excopt Christ’s distinct cull-
Locato this possosaion of yours, ‘perhaps It is not yer out
lawed. Pay up arrcars of taxes, and begin again. .

You think perhaps that that other woman, somebody vl
has done your work. No, your work has just gose uni .,
the angels could not do it for you, and * inasmuch as ve
did it not " will be the judgmcnt‘ :

Biit lot us not be desp ¢ ber that in tins
worlt is such help, such chrism as comes in no other work .
the direct power and leading of the Bpirit of the lorl
The weakest woman can be atrong as a lion in Hia atrengu, .
the small voice can grow strong like a trumpet, if 1t is
filied with His message; the beating heart can he millni
with His calm ! Only stop and thick. Be honest. Dar.
we take and not give; sccept one fnvitation of the Lol
and refuse the other!?

“Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden,
aud I will give you rest.”—Yes, Lord, I have come.

* Go work to-day in my vineyard.”—Ask soncbody clse.
Lord, [ have no time. '

** Oh, taste and sce that the Lotd is good.”—Lord, [ lisve
tasted, it is true.

“@o ye into all the world and preach the Gospel to cvery
oreature.”—Aak somebody else, Lord; I pover did ruch a
thinﬁu my life.

** Lovost thou mo ? "—Thon knowest that I love thee.

*Feed my lamba."—Ask somebody else, Lord, I am to.
timid,

Oh, no. ‘' He
that have no might

veth power to the falot, and to thee
e increaseth strength.”

** RPather, 1 scarcely dare to pray.
Sa clear [ sec now it is done,
That [ have wasted half my day,
And left my work but just begun.

" 1n outskirts of thy kingdom vast,
Father, the humblest spot give mc:
Set me the lowest task thou hast,
Let me, repentant, work for thee.”
—* Woman's Sucl

FROM OUR AID SOOIETIES.

OLeMenT's Vare Amp Bociery.—It has been some
time since our Bociety has been heard frow through
the columne of the Link. Though we have been
silent the work has been foing on, the mouthly
meetings have all been held and we ‘r§. o dv
s little oxtra in way of publio meetings, etc. Thare are



