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true .Mason wviil abuse it, but the crea-
lure whio ivas entreated to join the ins-
tittition, so as to contribute to the
lodge's bank account, or add to its roll
of members. or the person with a hiazy
reputatic ho ivas smuggled iii, takes
pride in keeping good men out of the
institution, hugging the delusion that
he is doitig the lodge or its officers an
injury, whiereas hie is lowering himself
in his own estimation, and proclaiming
silcntly, yet withi trumpet tongue, his
own unworthiness.

If there are any young members in
the Craft whio feel it their duty to black-
'bail a candidate for personal motives
only, ive ask them to carefuUly consider
the niatter, and even if they have a
grievance let them shiow their nobility
by risingc superior to petty cflfficulties,
and flot onily w'ill Freemasonry be bene-
fîted, but thiey wilI be better satisfied
in the future, for as you sow so shall
you reap.

To those who are becoming veterans
in Freeniasonry, and yet are ignorant
of their dutties in this respect, we ofi'er
no advice, as it would tiot be accepted.
Our olily desire concerning t.hem.' is
tnat it may please thie Great Mlaster to
either enligyhten tlîem or puit it beyond
their power to injure ail institution
that is mucli more than a stepping-
stone to Chiristianity.

A MASONIC ARIST(jZ-RACY.

A casual obser vance of the names of
br inw'ho figure as-officers of Grand

Bodies is interesting,- but a study of
them is more than amusing. In many
cases the names of the same brethren
a)pper ,year after year, and the thought
maturally arises : Does the welfare of'
Freeniasonîy entirely depend upon their

occupancy of office ; or is the combint-d
intelliîaence of the Craft at large cen-
tered in these brethren?

Many able brethren fill important
offices in our Grand Bodies, but they
have been in office so long that their
usefuiness is weakened. When any
man.isj seized witlî the idea that lie is
peerlese lie at once proclaims bis own
weaknesp, as a wvell-balanced mind could
xîot entertain sucli an opinion. Solo-
mon dealt the conceited man a well-
deserved blow wvhen lie wrote : IlSeest
thou a mail wise in lis own conceit?
there is more hope of a fool than of
him. " There are many conceit(d
bretb ren occupying prominetit posi-
tions in our Grand Bodies, and the
longer they fill them. the more they
demonstrate the trutbfulness of the
above quotation.

If these modern Cîesars dlaim-
and some of thiei do-that their re-
turu to office is an absolute necessity
for the welfare of the Craft, owingc to
their peculiar fitness for xnanaging its
affairs, they condemn themselves. Sucb
a dlaim, is an admission that men of
ability either refuse to join, or are ex-
cluded frum, our institution ; and thi
state of affairs must be the resuit of its
management.. If in many instances
brilliant men became connected with
the Oraft, bow is it that so fewv of them
come to the front? Are they crowded
out by a family compact because they
have ideas and will not conform to tbe
requirements of the fixtures in office ?
We leave these questions with the
brethren. to ponder over.

No officer of any Grand Body in-
herits, riglits or privileges that may not
be secured by another brother. Cer-
tain privileges, it je true, are connected
with certain 'positions, but when breth-


