
TVHE CÂNÀDIÂN ORBAL4HN.

THEl SOVEREIGN GREAT PRIORY
0FP CANADA.

The Masonîc Gltronicle introduces
the Edict issuG& by the Supreme
Grand Master, which appeared in Lhe
October number of Tuu, CR&PTSXAN,
with the following commente:-

"lWe hierewith present our readers with
a copy of the 'E diot' of non-intercourse,
issned by the Supreine Grand Master of
Canada, in regard to Encaxnpments at St.
John and St. Stuphien, Province of New
Brunswick.

" IThese two Encamapments hold allegi.
ance te the Chapter tieneral of Scotland.

"lIt sqems to be eminently proper, ao.
cord.ing to the system declared and practie.
ed by the varieus Grand Bodies of North
America, that each Grand Body, legally es-
tablishied, on this Continent, shahl have, full
control over ail organizations olaiming te
be cf its individncd character.

"This right bas been, and is still heing
violated by the Grand Lodge cf England
ini the matter cf the thraie Lodges in Mon-
treal, and aise by the Grand Mark Master
Ma:sons Lodge cf Engîand, as it is aise inl
the case of the3a two Eucanipments.

"lWe have heretofore tliüroughily disons.
sed the s.ff airs cf bobli thse Bine Lodge ana
Mark Master inatter, and shown conclu-
sively that botis are wilfnily ana knowing.
ly usurping authqrity tu which they are net
entitled, and we will now proceed te, show
that these twe, Encaxnpments are alse at.
tenipting te held a position incompatible
with the law cf Supremaoy, as understood
here.

"tIn, 1876 thse Provincial Grana Priera
it was then terrned, haiving petit-ioned
'Couvent General, as the Engbish Grand
Body -%vas thon called, te be admitted as a
part cf thu cuwiventiuui, the requutst was
granted, and the Grand Pridry cf Canada
was declared a National Grand Priory, and
on an equal footing with thse 'Great Priory
of England and Wales, and Nationality cf
Ireland' The -couvtntion net meeting thse
approbation of Sco.tland, she held alocf

"«Later on, thse Great Priory cf Canada
signified their desire te withdlraw fromu thse
alliance, and thse Supreme Grand Master of
Couvent Genersl accedod te their desire,
and deolared ttem. absolved fr-om ail con-
nection with Convent General, and ailegi.
ance therete, thus creating1them a separate
ana independent body.t

&"They then eiideavered te pursuade thse
recreant Ennanipxents te join w-.th them,
and al hold under the same banner.

"1AI evertures looking te this proper
agreement having failed, the present action
became necessarv.

"In this aotion-we believe that the whoio
of the American Bodies wll be fully
agreod, and we trust that it will not b.
long before the whole matter, as betr, con
the three Bodies, and their refraotory op.
ponents, will ho amicably sottisil accor&üài
to tha Arnerioan systemu of absolute sov.
ereignty."P

We cordially endorse te senti-
ments of our conitemporary expressea
in the last paragraph, and trust
"Peace" 'wifl soon prevail.

The M1asonic Revieîv publishes the
ediot, but deolines "ltaking sides with
either party."

OUR OWN FREE WILL AND
ACCORD.

Every man who becomes a mem-
ber of our eraft bias to do so by his
own free will ana accord. Ih je un-
congenial with the spiiît of Freema-
sonry to persuade anybody to become
a Mason. Whoever seeks a know-
ledge of our myster-'5s, rites and cere-
mornes muet first be prepared for the
ordeal in hie heart. Ho muet be a
man free borri, of lawIul age and
muet be well recommended unin-
fluenced by friends and unbiased by
unwortby motives.

The only influence we can or
should use upen the minds of othora
ie that of a true Masonie fife, ana a
practical ex.emplification of iLs tenets
bywhich they may be induced to asic

amssion into our Lodges. «We muet
not seek; we are Le be souglit.

We will not say that unworfihy
mon have flot been taken into the
fraternity, for there are some awful
mean mon in~ ail organizations and
churohes. No person wiil condenm
the whole society because there are
Judas', baclditersa, and selfisit men ini
them.

The fisit ini our rivers are flot te ba
blamed because reptiles swim in the
sanie water; the fieh generally keep
ont of their way or get swalLowedI
up.-DetToit FTeemason.
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