
NOTES FROM THE BIOLOGICAL DEPARTMENT 0F THE
OINTARIO AGRICULTU RAL COLLEGE-I I.

P1J1IROTrECTION OF SIIAIiE *i-']-IiS IN T1OWNS AXND CUrIES.

"WN the February, Mvarchî andi April nuîiibers
of the CANADIAN HOîRrîceLTRuîS-r ofiaSt
vear, the \vriter callcd, special attention

to the care of shiade trees, and dealt somie-
wliat fully \with some of the main causes
w.hich wvere operating to produce the dis-
eased conditions so commonly met w'ith in
our towns and cities. The causes wvere

g-rOUped as p14îwioZogzi-a/, suchi as lack of
ai r, watcr, and food ; isecis ;aýnd funigi. I t
is evident that there is ain awakcning- in

several quarters in the iatter of care of
shacle trees, if one may Z>g rm h e
ports of soi-e of the horticultural societies.
The planting and protection of shade and
ornamental trees hiave beeti Ieft too much to
the individual who lias made no special
stuclv of the conditions under wliich trees
attain their best dcvelopmient.

The citizens of Newv Haveni, Connecticut,
have already taken this inatter in hand, and
as a resuit of their action a bulletin lias been
issued on -"The Protection of Shade Trees
iii Toivns and Cities," wvhich deals with some
of the causes of the present condition of the
slîade trees of that city, and miakes certain
recomniendations to the authorities. A
sunimary of the causes stated iii the bulletin
niav l'e interestingr to our readers.

Briefly stated they are, (i ) Old 2-ère ;(2)
Lack of ivater and air about the roots ;(3)
Lack of plant food ; (4) Mutilaýîtions Of the
trees ; (,5) Poisoning l'y illuiniating gas

(, lnlsect injuries ; (7) Lack of knowlcdge
andi care in planting ; (8) Electric currents
froni wî res.

Thie recoîniendlations miade for)i the î*e-
ioval or abatenient of these causes are val-
uahie, anti should l'e stuii-c carefulUv by ail
initerestcd iii shade trece protection.

i. -' For oid aire there is no reniedy," al-
thoughi the life of Uic trees niav be lengtlî-
eticd by proper care.

2. Trees wvould grow better if tlîey wvere
planted on tlîe lawn side of the wvall< instead
of near the curb. The space for the gý,rowvtli
of the roots w'ould be greater, wvatering
could be donc just as well, and the trees
wvouId l'e out of the reacli of mutilation bv'
horses.

3.'lo supplv plant food, an animal spriîîg
dressing of an odorless fertilizer is recoin-
mended. The composition of the fertilizer
is given as follovs :

50 lbs. nitratc of soda.
300 lbs. cotton sced nîcal.
100 lbs. acid phosphate.
100 Ibs. niuriate of potaslî, anîc costing

about $8.oo..
This is suficient for an acre.

4. City Bv-lawýs, if enforced, would soon

prev'ent many of the mutilations of trees,
and al] trees near tic curb slîould be pro-
tected by framie or l'y wvirc nctting.

5. The daniagre done to trees thiroughi
poisoning by gas could be lebsned by coin-
pclling the gas conîpanies to pay for thc in-
juries donc.

6. .Against inisect attacks, spraying w'ith
sonie poisonous substance for lcaf-catiîîg
insccts, and with kcerosenc emulsion or
wvhale-oil soap s;olution for sucking insccts
is rcconîîcîîdc.

7. Th cause of unsvninictrical trees i:
usually. poor nursery stock, or poor juidg.-
ment in selecting the species, or unwvise lo-
cation of trees, or imiproper planting, or.
lack of care after piantiîig. A towvn or city
forester is a nccssit,, if the forcgoing de-
fects are to l'e reneieid. The ftorie,;te,-'s


