COMMUNICATIONS.

RURAL ECONOMY —THORN HUEDGES.

To the fiditor of the Canadiun Agricullurist :

© Sm,—Last momb [ senta few random thoughts
on the ¢ Fatmers” Prospects,” which 1 see you
have been kind enough to pubhish, and at the
ae time I intimated my utention to addiess

jouy ou sume future oceiston, on the subject of
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Now the question arizes, What will make the
Lest, the prettiest, the most foumidable live-
fence? 1 aunswer, Baglish Hawthory, the Cra-
teegus Oayucantha of the naturahist, the haws of
which, gathered in October or November, aud
mixed with sand or dry earth, and frequenily
twned to separate the seeds from the pulp, are

sown in beds in the spring of second year after
gatheting,—and covered with tine soit about an
Now, :ir, it Is evident to every thinking mind nch iu depth, when shong enough the seedhngs
that this subject must =oen force itself upon the tage planted into nure:y 10ws— and then aboat
mmd of the practical farmei—must soon beecome | three afier they will hc'ro:uiy to be tanspiamed
~ene of vital importance—and whethier e recerve " jnto the hedzerows, 1o the part of Britain where
it or no, the stebborn fact stares him in the tace, | I came fiom, such plants could be bought at e
and he cannot getoverit.  Thave often wondered, [ nurseries for 10s. or 15 per thousand ; in this
when looking over the various addiesses, diseus-{ coumry, 1 presnme they would cost moe than
eussions, reports, &e., which appear fremtime to ! double that amount.  The young quichs ~hould
ime 1 the dgricullurist, that this question | be transplanted in the fall, not later tan October.
-shauld have been overlooked.  ‘The all-absoibing | Hedges are generally planted on bauks having
wpie of conversation in a new scttlement is, [a ditel on one side, aud semetimes on both, but
«Well, neighbor, how many acies do you intend | (except in the case of forming a fence agnst
“telear next season 277« Well, L don’™t know,”” 4 voad, or ou flat wet land, where ditehes are re-
“replies the other, « Il underbrush five or six | quired as drains) it is agreat waste of ground to
acres this fall, anyhow,— and 1 the snow doesn™t have a diteh at ally and, therefore, it 1s preferable
wll 100 deep, 1 think, by changing work with @ that the hedge should be planted on the plam ser-
some of my neighbois, | wiil be able to manage | face of the earth.  The ground, however, should
iand it Lget 2 good burn t will have ground  undereo a thorovgh preparation by being trench-
goneh Sor all the wheat T want to sow, besides | ed with the spade, or deeply ploughed,” and if a
reservine @ good potatoe pateh y and if 1 ean only Fsmall quantity of bam-yard maunne be apphed,
el tuls enongh split 1o build a good tence to keep j so much the better. The plantivg s performed
al the neichbors cattle, 1 will have a tine lot of { by first trzimming the young plants, then by
wheat to setl next winter.”  Just so, siv, a | tivst { stretehing a live along the middie of the prepar-

¢ Live Fenees”?

e, your plans are well arranged, couldn’t be

leat, what care you for thorn hedges, or anything |

ehse of the kind, so long as you have wore rail
imber than you can destroy 3 but hold on, the

Ved ground, and a man with a cemnmon guden
dilible precedes, making the necessary heles in
the soil 5 inches aparty alterateiy 2 inches on
either side of ke Hue, another foltows putting the
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time is coming when the old woods which have | plans into the dibbled and carefully and Lightly
0 suilenly setired before the stordy strokes of treading them on every side with the foot, leaving
vour uxe must be either replaced by new oues ! a slight hollow around the plant, 10 cateh the
which is not likely, or you must find a substitute [ rain,” and retein the moistare about the routs.
fr rail timaber, which may be rather ditiicult. § The sinale ditch may be used when fenrcing
Aud then, again, in old settled townships, wheire I against a 1oad or a distinet propeny, the dich
s will not see a sturep, perhaps; on a farm, let ! should be made on the sune side as the road,
alew farmers get together, and what are they tand the soil having been thrown up om the ditch
tlking about?  About the price of wheat, aud | 1o form a mound wpon which the plants ave laid,
whether it is likely to vise or fali.  About the , (followiug the same rule as in dibbling, of hving

wuber of acres each of them has sommer fal-
el About the pedigree and raising ofhoises.
ikout the superiority of Short-horus, or Hetelords,
tdyishires, over all the other breeds of cattle.
Aout the diffetent breeds of sheep.  About the
leed of hoes that is easiest to fatten.  About the
allerent kinds of manure and its application to
sllerent soils,  About the kind of pleughs they
we,and which does the best work. About makine
ads, building bridges, dmining swamps, &e.,
Wit unght be they would even extend their dis-
ssion 1y telegraph lines and railroads, as to
sether the former was a paying concern or not,
«d whether the profits, as well as the advantages
W conveniences, of the latter were not more
un counterbulanced by the awful sacrifice of
iman hfe which we hear of almost every day
1this contment.—Thus it is, sir, that farmers
genally, in discussing these questions, though
adable, iustructive, aud each of them highly
fportant in its own place, sometimes overlook
“e of miror importance, but whieh, neverthe-
i, ate entitled 1o their serious consideration,

{ 1wo lines of plants) about six and ten inches from
, the side of the bank, the roots being towaids the
' field side, und from where the good soil 1s thrown
Yupon the roots. But it has been objected, and
{ perhaps justly too, that the young plauts ave fie-
" quemly “destroyed by mice in winter, this may
be partially true, but the chances are in favour of
planting—it is_indeed 2 disastrous  baitle in
which all ave killed, when not a man isleft to tell
‘he melancholy tale.  The lew plants thus des-
troyed by vermin can be easily replaced, and in
eight or ten yewrs the persevering farmer will
have the pleasure of seeing a beautiul hedge
row, affording both shade and shelter to his cautle,
instead of the unsightly zig-zag rail fencee, the
very sight of which was enongh to eutice a
maranding ox 10 make an inroad on hiz neigh-
bour’s arain. 2

Let this question be thoroughly agitated and
acterd on, and a few years will show the happy
1esults,  Iu the meantime some of your intelligent
readers, may favour you with their experience,
un this impurtant subject. BIBERNICUS.




