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noderate capital at their command-say two imen w ho bîas e £5,000 to dispose of; ani
the question beinîg whether they are tu enter into soie ordinmary trade, or whethîer they
are tu enter into the businebs of farming, I ay that inan who takes his £,O00 to stock
a fari, whieli ik let to him as a tenant farier, n ill require far more of intelligen -e ih
order to enable himu properly to tranaut lis business thant if lie opened a shop in soie
street in a great city (ear, leur). Well nowi, gentlemen, it is eninently desirable,
but ý ou will agiree w ith me that it is not possible, that the farmer should be a profouid
chemist, an accomplished meteorologibt, aid the possessor of those other arts whicli it
is desirable lie should possess. A pretty good knowledge of some of thei lie may
attain through pratice, but lie caniot Le posaesaed of every accomplibliment necebsary.
What has lie to know of the workinîg of machines ? Dues not the conparati% e valu.
of machines turn often on mnatters of profound calculation? What is lie to know of the
analysis of soils? Wlat of the mîanures which lie eiploys? Here, again, comes in
the Royal Agritultural Society. The Royal Agricultural Society applies to the machine.
that are offlered to youtr patronage, the seu erest test that science lias deN ised. It applies
to tie manures vithi vhich you are to fertilize the ground, thiose searching analysis
which enable you tu knîow vith wlat naterials yui are dealing ; and, in point of fact,
in gene ral enables yoi tu prosecute the arduous path of improî ement under the saf-
guards and gîuarantees of a knowledg'e which no single indiidual can possess, but
which this society amasses and accuaulates, brings to the door of e ery man, and places
tlerefore at his disposal (applause). Well. now, iy lord, I tluink, reasons enough
whîy we shlould be grateful to the Royal Agricultiral Society for la% ing come lere to
liold its meeting iii the ancient and Nenerable city of Chester. I feel indeed asharned
to be the organ, iii any sense, of the sentiments of this uneiglborliood, when I remen,
ber the recency of ny owi conînection w itl it, and w len I recollect that I speak
in the prescrie aid iii the ieiglbotoliuud of those huose families haie been rooted to
the soil for more centuries alnost thais I could couint years. Buît, at the saine time,
I cannuot lielp feeling how appropriately this scenie bas been chosen for the present au-
niN ersary. Iii this tuwn we ncet under the shadow of a ienerable cathedral. We meet
in a city which deriNes its naine frui a denoiiunation established in England 2,000
years ago. But yet we sec this ancieit city, whiuli lias been lately subjected to the iii
fluence of change- bc sec it now becoining the centre of the niew traffic-stretching
forth the armis of its suburbs right anîd left, and promising so to flourish and to grow
khat the Chester of the 18th century will by-and-by lie scarcely recognised in the ex.
panded dimensions of the Chester of the llth. It associates the nen and the old-it
associates then as they are associated by the Rloyal Agricultural Society, whieli, aiming
at the inprovenient of the une great priuitie puirsiit of nan, biings to bear uîpon thw
priniti% e pursuit of ei ery discovery of iistory-all the patient thiouglit of to-day, all thu
hope of to-iiorruw aud the future (applause.) And let ie add this-for I ans sure, if
there be one cause more than another that lias gi% en to this society its place in yout
universal confidence, it is that whichi I ani about to mention. I have no doubt you love
it for the purposes to which it is directed. I have no doubt you rejoice in the union of
classes which it exhibits. But, as it appears to mne, thiere is nothing more admirable in
its constitution and nachlinery than that pre ailing spirit of publicity and fair play whicl
attends the whole of the proceedings (applause.) It lias flunctions to disclarge whici
involve the reward of merit. The reward of nerit involves constant comparison of merit.
The comparison of nerit necessarily grates upon the feelings; and yet, notwitbstandinug,
here is a body which deals with every kiind of produet of agriculture, and every kind of
instrument applicable to agriculture, which yet continues to retain universal confidence-
the confidence alike of the victors and the -auquilhed in thir honoraable strife (cheers).
And w hy is this ? It is because its proceedings, lilke all other agricultural proceedinga,
pretty iearly, are completely in the face of day. There is no secret about its details.
The spirit of secrecy it abhors. Everything tlat is donc is donc subject to the free
judgment of Eniglishîmen. The judges themselves, who pronounce upon your perfor-
mances, are juded, in your frce, unlicensed, anid ,srestrained liberty of communication.
And the spirit tiat I believe lias, more than anything else, tended to preserve for us the
vital powcr-of our publie institîtious-I mean that of a thoroughi, and unshrinkinîg, and
unswerving publicity-is the spirit whiclh wve regard ai the guarantee of fairness, and io
the spirit tu which esery proceeding of thi, suciet3 appears to be muade to coiiforni.
(IIear, lieat). I cami.îot hiel p ricuundin' thi5 comapainy Nith reference to wliat lias falca
froi the distinguis lied Ambassador ofiFrance, that le perhaps lias done us more tha-


