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Foster and Whitney speak of a pine stump, thus situ-
ated, "broken fifteen. feet from the ground, ten feet
in circumference, which Inust have grown, flourished,
and died since the earth in which it had taken root
was thrown out." Mr. Knapp counted, say they,
"three hundred and ninety-five annular rings, on a
hemlock, growing under similar circumstances, -which
he"felled near one of his shafts. Thus it would ap-

pear, that these explorations were made before Colum-
bus started on his voyage of discovery." (Ibid.)

Ancient stone hammers have been found, in large
quantities, in connection with these works. Those
taken out of the Minnesota works exceed ten cart-
loads, and weighed from five to thirty-nine pounds
each. "A copper gad, with the head much battered,
and a copper chisel, with a socket for the reception
of a wooden handle, were bro.ught to light." These
I saw myself, in the possession of Dr. Hickock, of
New York, in the summer of 1848, Messrs. Foster
and Whitney suppose that this ancient mining was
performed chiefly with these stone hammers, with the
aid "of fire to soften the rock and separate it from
the copper.

Al is involved in conjecture respecting who were
those rude miners. The Indians of the country have
no traditionary accounts of this matter. Our authors,
quoted above, mention the fact, that copper rings,
designed for bracelets, are frequently met with in the
-western mounds. And they more than intimate that
these copper rings are "a strong link in the chain ,
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