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not only among themfelwes, but in feveral
parts of Afia, where they are ftill call’d
Chufeans. Egypt, call’d Mefre from apother
fon of Cham, who bore that name, is ,{till
known by it. Befides thefe, fcarce any will
be found that have names of fuch antiquity,
nor does it belong to this work to enquire
fo nicely into the original pf thefe gpuntries.
Letit Atﬂi ¢ jthat the pafterity of Gpam firft
j’m'ca, “aof winch ave are.now to -
fpeak. :

The Egyptian kings were the firft we have
any account of in that part of the world,
and of them the fcripture makes mention ;
and Fofepbits, Herodotus, Diodorus Siculus,
and others have writ much. -The next great
ftate we find there, was the commonwealth
of Carthage, which was very potent ; and-
the kings of Numidia were alfo confiderable
in thofe days; but-both the aforefaid king-~

- doms and the commonwealth were fubdu’d

by the Romans, and continu’d fubjeét to the
emperors till the fifth century, when Genfe-
ricusy King of the Vandals, pafs’d over out
of Spain into Africa, and there laid the
foundation of the kingdom of the Vapdals ;
which continu’d till the year 534, when the
renown’d general Bedifarius recover’d that
country from Gilimer the fixth and laft-king
of tholyc people. .

In the year 647, the Arabs, call’d Aga-
renians and Saracens, being Mabometans,”
enter’d Africa, from Arabia Felix, in the
reign of the emperor Honorius, and filPd it
with their race and fe&. The Turks have
fince made themfelves abfolute mafters of
£gypt, amd a,grcntFpnrt‘of Barbary is tribu-
tary to them. ~ Thekings of Spainand Por< .
tugal haye poffefs’d themfelves of feveral
towns along the coaft, fome of which they
fill hOld. But t;hls IClacec r)n'ly to rhc nbr..
thero part of Africa, lying along e Afedi-
terranean ; the fouthern parts were but lit-
tle, ornot at all known to the ancients. Let
us procced to the defcription.

Two thirds of Africa lying under the tor-
rid zone, the heats are there very violent,
and they are increas’d by the nature of the
country ; for moft of the middle partsbeing
fandy, therefleétion of the fun makes them
the more infupportable.  All thofe vaft fan-
dy regions are little inhabited, as{carce Y_ro«
ducing any thing for the fupport of life,
nor affording water. Befides, where the find
affords any thing for living creatures to fyb-
fift on, it fwarms with multitudes of rave-
nous wild beatts, asljons, leopards, tygers;-
panthers, aunces, wild cats, and prodigious
venomous ferpents, and the waters are full
of crocodiles. There arealfo camels, dro-
medaries, buffaloes, horfes, affes, and ma-
ny other forts of creatures..

Inthe more fertile parts, the cattle are
large and fat; in the barren, poor and fmalk
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There is great variety of excellent, fruit and
plants, fome very wholefome, and others
of a poifonous naturc; of which latter fort
the Adad is fingular, for one dram of it'is
immediate deadh.  In feveral parts there are
mines of gold, filver, copper, tin, iron,
cryftal, falt, and quarries of marble and
other forts,of ftonc. Of all the regions @f

Aftiga, WBarbary is-the balt agd moft .conve-

nienteo’l e in, ho’ dgypt.and Eilbiagia asc |

amore renowntd. Barbary is not only the

beft, but the moft populous part of Africa;
as moft properly fituated for trade, and
abaqunding in.corn. It is that part, which
lies ali d%mg the Miditerranean from ghe
Ocean to Egypt, and contains the angignt
Mauritania, Africa properly fo calied, gnd
part-of Lybia. At prefent there are in it ghe
kingdoms of Fez and Morocco, on the weft ;

and to theeaftward of them, Tremeffen, .

Tunisy. Algier, Tripoli, and Barca.
- The myoft confiderable rivers in Africa are,

_the Nil& the N?]ger, and the Zaire 5 of which

two laft, I fhall bave occafion to fpeak in
the defcription of Nigritia, or the Lower-
Ethiopia. , :

I will not enter upon the feveral divifions
of Africa, in the time of the Romans, and
of Prolemy, who liv’d at Alexandria in
Egypt, in the fecond century ; for then very
little of the interior part of it was kngwn,
as appears by the many febulous accounts of
it fet forth by authors of thofe times, fo full
of abfurdities, that they are not worth taking
notice of. Ptolemy goes no farther than
24 degrees af fourh latitude along the coaft,
where he places his Praffum Promontorium,
how ‘cn.]‘l’dp cape Corrientes, in the province
of Chicanga, fouth of Ssfala ; but fays no-
thing.of it farther fouthward, either on the
caft or weft fides, being fully perfuaded that
the inhabitants beyond thar were utterly fa-
vage and inhuman. and therefore call’d
them Ambropopbagi Etbiopes, that js, man-
eating Ethiopians. - About the year 1486,
Bartholomew Diaz, a Portuguefe, failed round
the cape of Good-Hope, and by that means
made us fully acquainted with the utmoft
extent of Africa. ‘

Several geographers much more modern

 than Ptolemy knew lirde mare of that part

of the world ; and Foby Lea Africanys, who
lived in the year 1526, notwithftanding the
great care he pretends to have taken, did
not fucceed in his divifion; for h
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but four parts,
ta—or Biledulgerid, Lybia, and
by the Arabs call’d Beled Ala Abid.;
One of the beft modern general divifions
of Africa, is that which makes four
it, viz. the countries of the #bites, wherein
are comprehended Egyps, Barbary, Numi-
dia or Biledulgerid, and Zabara, or the Pe-
Jerts. - Secondly, the country of the Blacks,

or




