6 . The Epistle Dedicatorie.
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wherin all dthcn prétcndcd cither xgnbrance, or lacke of Icamh— .

“or want of sufficient’ argument, whereas (to speake truely) the
“huge toile, and the small profit.to insue, were the chncfc causes

of the refusall. T call the worke a burden, in consideration that
these voyages lay so dispersed, scattered, and hidden in seuerall

- hucksters hands, that I now woonder at my selfe, to see how I

was able to endure the delayes, curiosity, and backwardnesse of.

many from whom I was to recciue my originals: so that I hauc

iust cause to make that complaint of the maliciousnes of diuers
in our time, which Plinie " made of the men of his age: At nos -
claborata ijs abscondere 4tq; suppnmere cupimus, & fraudare
vitam etiam alicnis bonis, &c. :

To ha.rpc no’ longer vpon this string, & to speake a word of
that iust commendation which our nation doe indeed deserue :
it can not be denied, but as in all former ages, they haue bene
men full of actiuity, stirrers abroad, and searchers of the remotc

parts of the world, so in this most fameus and peerlesse gouerne-

ment_ of her most excellent Maiesty, her subiects through, the
speciall assistance, and blessing of God, in searching the most

""opposite corners and quarters of the world, and to speake plainly,
in compassing the vaste globe of the earth more then once, haue -

excclled all the nations and people of the earth. ' For, which of .
the ngs of this land before her Maiesty, had theyr banriers euer

-seene in the Caspian sea? which of them hath euer dealt with

the Emperor of Persia, as her Maiesty hath done; and obtemed

for her merchants large & louing priuileges ? who euer saw

before this regiment, an English Ligier in the stately porch of

the Grand Signor at Constantmople ? who euer found English

Consuls & Agents at Tripolis in Syria, at Aleppo; at'Babylon,

at Balsara, and which is more, who euer heard of Englxshman ’

at Goa before now ?* what English shippes did heeretofore euer
anker in the mighty river of Plate? passe and repasse the’
vnpassable (in former opinion) straight of Magellan, range ong

the. coast of Chili, Peru, and all the backside of Noua Hispania,

further then any Christian euer passed, frauérs the mighty bredth

- of the South sea, land vpon the Luzones in despight of the
enemy, enter into alliance, amity, and traffike with the princes -
- of the Moluccaes, & the Isle of Iana, double the famous Cape of

Bona Speranza, arive at the Isle of Santa Helena, & last of al

o A Plinius. lib. 25. cap. 1. Naturalis historiz.
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