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VICTORIA. B. C.

rO ilsowti Diituriil advanta^t-s, apparent In iiilolli^;»'iil

nhstTMTs 01 en bffi'ri- the axo hail boi-n iaid ti> llio

fir.t Ircf ttn its >itc, N'ivl.Tia mvc*. nnl only its

liirlli. hut its (growth in |v>piilati<<n, uoalth aiul ctMiinuTi-ial

iiDpiTlani 1-. It has li.ul no artilii'ial .lih .iril.i^i.-s. Nti rail-

\va> k'ri>Nsinj; a ii>nliner\t t.> (^ixe it liti- anil ri'miniTii' ; no

brilliant picturing of the hiaiiH of its livation, or ill'.-

saliibrili of its iliniati' ; no worUI-w iiK/ a>l\ ertisinj^ of tlu-

untolil \aliii-s of tlu- \irj;in inini-s anil lori'sis in ilu' tribu-

tary I'oiintr), or tlu- wealth of its adiaient waters, are to

be thanked by \'iitorians fi»r the importanie that their eily

has now attained in iommeri;e, or the allraetions it offers

l.> people of wealth and refinetnent, in search of a delij^ht-

ful plate ol residenee.

Fifty years ajjo, before ininii^ration to the shores of

the I'.uiru' was allra>'led b> the dise.iverv i^f jioUl in I'ali-

fornia. Kort \ iiloria had an exi.tenee. The jjold seekers

wert- preieded h\ the fur dealer-, and the tirsi house in

vthal is now the ^ueeiiK i apilal i^i Ifrilisli l't>lunibia, was

th.tt ol K^ni- of the adienlurous traders o\ the lludsiwi's

\\.i\ lonipaii) . As years rolled on, ihe iniportanee of the

post oi^ ihi- s.nilhern extreniil) of \'ane.'u\er Island bee.ime

more and n>ore reeoj;ni/ed. l\<pulation imreaseil ; the

Hii.ls.^n's lla\ I'onipanv, with its store-keepers, trappers

and lr,iders, f.irniinjf ^^t^i: important elass ; while another,

dr.iwn fr.mi the .hips of the Royal Na\y, whieh paid

frequent \ i .it • li' the shores of N'aneouxer Island, more

|{ra.luall\ heeam,- a ni'tieeable lealure of its soeietx.

Then earn.' news of ^old disio\er-es in various parts

of tlie lountrx Iribularv li' the slruj^^lini; settlement, af.d

ihen the inllux ol the arnix i>f the .\r>;.inauls. Knim

I'alifi'rnia. where the\ tasted the sweet and the bitter

of the j;''ld fexer. the treasure-seekers, with pick .-ind

shoxel, poured into \'ictoria, equipped iheniseKes, and

passed t^<\ in hundreds ,ind ihous.uids to the I'Vaser, or to

tiiriboo. Ihe historx of \'iet,>ria"s life during; the "sixties,"

is the history of many plai.'e« in Ihe West, which (jold finds

have made famous in a day.

The mad se.irch for riches made the villaj^e .1 city

and one, while the excitement was at i(s hei^fht, oi con-

siderabli population and •onslanllv ch.in^;in)i character.

After ihe fever came the re.iclion, which even more tried

the younj; and ^tru>;>{lin^ citv. Many of Us citizens, how-

ever, knew its worth, and Victoria passeil the crisis s.ifely,

and commenced the sieadv, subst.mti.il j^Towlh, which iias

led ti' its reci'tjnilion to-dav as the wealthiest eit) for its

si/e upon the continent.

SI II VI ION.

Located at the southern e\lremitv of X'ancouver Island,

the situiition of X'ictoria is remarkable for its beaulv.

ami its ad.iplibilily I > the purposes of commerce. The

city rises gradually Irom the Straits of San Juan de I'uca.

ami from the land-locked harbi<r in which its extensive

"•hippiny: lies in sjifetv. The ^;rades from the water-side,

throu^;li ihc business section, to the suburbs are all jjentle,

and no ln>;li bluffs, alike ilanj;erous and incoin eiiieni, mar
any of the wide and well kept streets. Ihe liarbi<r .ind

shippinij facilities caniii't be surp.tssed. Hv the evpendi-

lure yl huiulreils k4 ihous.nu's ol ilollars, private enterprise

has constructed at Ihe entrance to the harbor proper, docks

capable of accon>modatinj; and sheltering; in the riiu);hest

i;ale that blows, the lar^je-.! s|..-amships and sailin); vessels

to be found upiui the waters of the I'acilic. Their course

from the ocean is a clear one, there beini,' iiii d.iiif^erous

and torluiMis ch.inmls, and .10 shoaU i>r rocks. .\i this

outer di>ck, for which Mr. K. P. Rilhel deserves the j;rati-

tude ol N'iclorians, abund.int water and excellent vvharla^e

is afforded for shipping; ol any drau^^hl. The shore line of

Victoria hiirbor. which is entirelv protected by 'he natural

ci)nlormatii>n of the land, is about seven miles in lenmh,

i;oi>d anchiira^,'e beini; found in many places, while well

app.'inted wharves ixteiid lor a mile or more in almost

unbroken successioi;. Here it is that iKvens ,•>( steamers

and sailing craft of all sizes are to be f.niml at all se.isoiis

iif the vear, receivinj; or discharj;in); frei>,'lit. The >;re.it

majority of the wharves are lighted by electricity, and all

are provided with the most approved appliances for the

quick despatch of business.

lil'slXKss roK no\.

Victoria's business streets are wide .md handsome.

The policv o\ the people has been not ti' concentrate the

business life o( the citv upiMi any one street. Hence,

liovernment. Fort. \'ates. |)ouf;l.is and Johnson streets

are all bustling; ciimmercial lhi>rou);hfares, while a vast

amount iif substantial business is transacted daily with

verv little show I'li Wharf street, the mart of the vvhole-

s.ders. tiovernment street beinj; the first business .iv enue,

still retains first impiiriance. while (or massive structures

of brick, stone and plate ^las' , jlouj^las street is rapidiv

all.iinin^ promineiwe. .\ll i^i the business streets boast

buildings i^t imposinj; desijjn and the most modern .irranjje-

ment, but the city differs materially Irom many others in

the neifjhborinj; States, in that it is tar from beinj; built to

meet a non-existent dem.md. Fmir and live story blocks

are uncimimon, but everv IiH>I of accommodaliiMi pnniJed

is utilized. In this particular point will be seen the <.\->n-

servative policy which has made the city what it is; the

boom policy, so common to Ihe cities ii| Pujjet Si>und, is

thorou^jhly lackini; here ; the business atmosphere is

different ; nedits are maintained, and (Eastern merchants


