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NOTES ON INDIAN CHILD-LANGUAGB.

BY A. F. CHAMBERLAIN.

To the language of the Indian child but little attention appears
to have been given. Its importance for comparison with the speech
of children in other parts of the globe is very great, and its investi-
gation may shed some light upon theories of the origin and develop-
ment of language such as the one set forth by Mr. Horatio Hale. In
the last few years there have appeared several valuable works relat-
ing to the general subject of child-lauguage, its phonology and vo-
cabulary. Besides the studies of Schultze', von der Gabelentz', and
Taine', we find in " Titin: A Study of Child-Language," by Sefñor
D. A. Machado y Alvarez, of Seville', a mst interesting investiga-
tion of the language-development of the Selor's two children, both
as regards sound and signification. Only last year Prof. A. H.
Sayce' published a list of curious words belonging to the " Chil-
dren's Language in the Omani Dialect of Arabia," and Mr. Hale',
in his elaborate essay on the " Development of Language," has
dwelt upon many of the peculiarities of infantile speech, a4also has
Prof. Joseph MikchT in his interesting essay " L'Idée et la Racine."
The articles of Seffor Machado and Professor Sayce will be of consid-
erable value for comparison with the Indian data given in this paper.

Canon Farrar*, discussing the question whether children if left to
themselves would evolve the rudiments of a language, makes this state-
ment:

"It is a well-known fact that the neglected children in some
Canadian and Indian villages, who are often left alone for days, can
and do invent for themselves a sort of lùngua franca, partially or
wholly unintelligible to all except themselves."
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