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* THE HOME GARDEN

HINTS ON TULIP CULTURE

For general culture, the tulip is in
many respects without a peer among
the spring-flowering bulbs. It is the
hardiest of the class. It is one of the
cheapest, in fact, the
size of bulb is taken into considera-

tion. Its culture is so simple that the,

novice can scarcely fail. The smaller

hyacinth,

the June roses. Its wide variations

in color appeal to the most fastidious,
¥° ‘taste, be the occasion grave or gay.

September and October are the;
ideal months for planting, that root-
growth may be well established before
winter. However,

and the writer has tucked bulbs into
the ground just before Christmas with
success. But -even if the ground is;
not frozen, deferring so late greatly;

¢ increases the chance of failure.

Tulips prefer ‘a sandy loam, hence
the. success of growing bulbs in Hol-
land. Select a sunny slepe, well drain-
If the only
available spot is a stiff clay, inclined
to. be wet and soggy, remove a foot|
and a half of sod and fill in six inches
with small stones, bones and char-
coal, and finish off with a light gar-
den soil, well enriched by thoroughly
decomposed fertilizer from the  cat-
tle-yard. - Tulips are gross feeders,
yet direct contact with the fresh fer-
tilizer will induce rot; as a safeguard,
some prefer to surround the bulb
with a little sand when planting.

Plant the bulbs six inches. apart
and four or five inches deep; a light
soil admits of deeper planting and
adds to the security against freezing.
At the approach of winter cover the
bed with leaves to the depth of sev-
eral inches—enough to shield from
hard freezing, yet not to smother the
bulbs. Do not rush to take it off
with- the first warm days, lest thel!
bulbs - be prematurely hastened into!
growth and destroyed by a return of
snow and ice. When spring is as-
sured gradually remove or work the
leaves into the soil.

The amateur sometimes falls into
the. error of leaving the bulbs undis-
turbed for years, young bulbs form-
ing around and draining the vitality
of, as well as crowding, the parent
plant. This plan will seemingly. work
well for two or three years, butieven-
tually - the ‘ bulbs dwindle away and
finally disappear entirely. Separation
and replanting at least once in two or
three years is essential to the best
growth of the' plant. Small bulbs
8row to blooming size in two or three
years, and, by separating annually,
the increase- in first-class bulbs is
rapid.

Contrary to the rule among flow-
ers, tulips lose in grace and elegance
with the multiplication of petals, and
there is.in the single tulip a charm
quite foreign to its double sister. The
Duc Van Thols are the earliest, and
most suitable for forcing, though their
smaller size and shorter stems ren-
der them less striking for the lawn.
The Bybloems and Bizarres, with
large, well-formed flowers, are beau-
tifully marked, the . former with
scarlet, pink, violet, .or carmine on
White or light rose ground, and the
latter showing dashes of red, maroon
or black on yellow ground. The Par-
rots are fringed, and are character-
ized by their unique coloring—a

. blending of crimson, yellow and green

—hence the name. Cramoisie Bril-
liant, deep crimson with black center,
is the finest of the group. The Dar-
wins are large, and with solid colors
of surpassing. intensity.

Among the more subdued in color-
ing, Miltiades, white shaded with soft
pink, and Silver Standard, white
flaked with rose, are favorites; for
extreme  brilliancy Keizerkroon is
without a peer. Gesneriana is a
grand variety of large size and withd
flowers of unusual durability, intense
red with a deep blue centre; Peacock
is bright scarlet with a golden band
through three of the six petals and a
Jjet-black centre bordered with gold.
. An attempt to arrange the colors
in bands is scarcely satisfactory, -the
varieties - differing so widely in the
time of blooming. Promiscuous plant-
ing, or bunching the bulbs of a cer-
tain group together is preferable,
though the mingling of erimson and
scarlet should be as much as pos-
sible avoided.’ When economy is a
factor to bhe considered, one can fre-
quently secure bargains by waiting
until the close of the season and buy-
ing in bulk, these “surprise” collec-
tions more than establishing their
most alluring claims, The only real
objection to this method is that it ne-
cessitates the extra risk attending
such late planting.—Bessie I. Put-
nam, in Suburban Life.

STORING BULBS IN WINTER

To have a successful display of sum-
mer-blooming roots, bulbs and tubers,
one must be able to carry the dormant
roots safely through the winter, and
bring them in prime condition to the

. Season of outdoor growth. Most of the

roots and bulbs commonly used for
planting out in the summer are very
easily cared for. This is especially the
cage with the gladioli—so popular for
summer cut-flowers. The Dbulbs  of
these flowers may be lifted any time
after frost has “spoiled the garden”
and laid in a sunny, frost-proof place
to ripen. If the bulbs have been plant-
ed some eight or ten inches deep—as
they should have been—the digging
may be deferred until the surface of
the ground begins to freeze; but if
shallow planting has been done, it will
be better to dig earlier.

In digging these bulbs, do not pull
them up by the tops, but pass the
spade down below the bulb and lift
them out of the ground, bulb and stalk
intact. After they have become so
seasoned as to leave the stalks dry and
brittle, the stalks should be cut away
within two or three inches of the bulb
—not broken or torn away—and the

then, be stored

{rom the rafters in a frost-proof cellar
until spring. This is all the attention
thése bulbs will need.

Montbretias, when lifted and stored
for winter, require practically the same
treatment as the gladioli; but in pre-
paring these plants for winter, the
bulbs shou!& not be separated from the
roots which cohnect them, as these
roots, or rhizomes, form new bulbs at
every joint by which the stock is in-
creased. It is not, however, necessary
to take up montbretias for storage
during winter, as they are perfectly
hardy, with good prolection, which
may consist of a layer of leaves several

chespest, if,inches in thickness, and will increase

much faster and give far better re-
sults if left in the ground from year to
year. When, however, they are lifted,

[they should be first dried off, and then

stored in paper sacks like the gladioli;

In storing these bulbs, care should
be taken not to give too warm or dry
a position, as one near or over a fur-
nace, as this will cause the roots to
shrivel.

Canna roots present one of the

November plant- {hardest problems in successful storage
ing is much better than no planting, of any of this class of plants.

Even
professional florists have their win-
ters of discontent, and arrive at plant-
ing time in spring with a lot of worth-
less, decayed bulbs of their hands.

One of the surest preventives against
decay is not to dig the roots early, but
to allow them to remain in the ground
the longest possible time. This is on
the principle ghat the less time the
roots are out of the ground, the less
waste of vitality will result.

To further this manner of treatment,
the bulbs should be taken up and start-
ed as early as possible in spring—in
February, if possible. So, if the roots
are not lifted until the latter part of
November, or even well into December,
which is often quite practicable, and
are started in February, they will not,
necessarily, have been out .of the
ground over two months—a time too
short to entail any great amount of
damage.

As soon as the frost has killed the
tops of the cannas, they should be cut
off, down to seund tissue, and the bed
piled high with leaves—three or four
feet deep, if possible—and the whole
covered with canvas, boards or any-
thing which will turn water and pre-
serve the dryness of the leaves, as
upon this depends their protective vir-
tue. Protected in this way they will
be safe through veéry cold weather. I
have frequently had to shovel the
snow from the beds in order to dig the
roots, but I have seldom found them at
all injured.

When dug, as much earth as pos-
sible should come up with the roots,
and they should be pldced at once in
winter quarters. A shallow box on the
floor of the'furnace-cdellar back of the
furnace, providing the floor be not cold
or damp, or too warm, Wwill usually
keep them ‘in excellent condition. If
the cellar is dry—as it should be—it
will be well to sprinkle the roots with
water occasionally during the wintér.
Roots kept tvo dry develop dry rot,
which is worse than decay.

Caladiums require more warmth in
winter and should be dug as soon as
the frost has cut the leaves. They
should be stored in a warm and not
too dry a place. I have kept them
successfully in all sorts of places, and
have - lost them under seemingly fa-
vorable conditions, but the best place I
have found, has been on the top of the
ground, under the steam or hot-water
pipes, where they extend to rooms out-
side the cellar, but where the space
under the floor is open to the cellar,
and, hence, warm.

Here when they are laid on the
ground, and covered with earth, and
sprinkled occasionally during the win-
ter, they have given excellent results;
and come out in the spring with center
shoots, six or eight inches long. A box
of soil under the pipes in the main cel-
laxitwould probably give the same re-
sults.

Ismenes, tigridias, Zephyranthes, and
all that class of bulbs are better lifted
before they are cut by frost. They
should be planted in boxes of soil and
set in’a warm place, back of the fur-
nace, for instance, in a warm closet,
Tuberous-rooted begonias and gloxinias
should be wintered in the pots in
which they grew, and may be kept
quite dry during winter, if well cover-
ed with soil. They may be kept in a
warm closet, or even in a cupboard
drawer.

Dahlias are among the most easily
kept of bulbs. All they require is to
be lifted when frost has cut the tops,
and the soil is wet enough to adhere
to the tubers and stored in-a frdst-
proof cellar. = There should be suf-
ficient earth about the roots to thor-
oughly protect them, and they may,
in a box or barrel
without further care, until spring.—
Ida D. Bénnett.

CARE OF PLANTS

During the ‘winter the garden does
not afford flower lovers either oecupa-
tion or amusement, but we can with
very little trouble and at no cost
carry into our houses some of the
color and fragrance of summer to
remind us that winter will pass and
birds will come again. Then, too, if
we are looking forward to next years’
garden and have net long purses, we
require to bring in and protect some
of the more tender perennials so as to
have them in growing condition for
planting out as soon as danger from
frost is past in the spring. Many peo-
ple are very successful in  carrying
their plants through the winter and
in making them blossom freely from
about Christmas until they are put
out into the flower beds where they
make an immediate show of rich color
against the foliage of the hardy fast
growing perennials. Others try year
after year, only to meet with disap-
pointment or a partial suceess, that
is more like failure. :

Among the mistakes - which ama-
teurs fall into in the management of
their plants during the winter is that
of crowding them too much together
by housing more plants than they have
room for, or taking in plants which
are too large, and thus very frequently,
nearly spoiling all of them. It cer-
tainly requires “ strong resolution to
throw away a quantity of nice look-

bulbs stored In paper sacks, and hung

ing and healthy plants in the autumn

or to cut down a well grown favorite,
but it is better to do so at that time,
than to keep them to speil all by
spring—for plants that are drawn up
and straggling are nearly worthless
either in the house or for planting out.
Neat, dwarf and bushy specimens are
the most effective for all purposes, and
are as easily prodticed as any others.

House planfs are no doubt mainiy
grown for their flowers; but even
without flowers, if properly managed,
they may be made to present a very
sightly appearance; indeed, a person
who grows plants purely from the love
of them wil] derive as much pleasure
from their healthy progress as from
their blossoms. To watch a plant
from its first formation in the seed
vessel through all its changes to its
complete development, is an occupa-
tion worthy of the best intelligence
and such as no oné can pursue with-
out becoming the wiser and better for
it.

In order to get the most shapely
plants, togéther with ‘a fair - amount
of blossoms in the winter and at the
same time ' carry over a sufficient
quantity for summer bedding, it is a
good plan to rely altogethér upon cut-
tings taken from plants that have been
in the ground all the summer, and
only in exceptional cases bringing into
the house an o0ld plant. . The cuttings
are.' made in early September and
placed in pots which may be left.out
of doors until the nights become chilly.

tion to their size, should be selected.
These should be planted. in six-inch
pots, one in each, If it is desired to
have a succession of blogm, it is well
to pot as many as it .is desired to
bloom at onpe time. .and -then make
another pofting about three weeks lat-
er. The method of potting is to place
a piece of broken crock.over the hole
in the bottom of the pot, then fill in
an ‘Inch deep of bLroken. pieces of
crock or pebbles, or hetter still pleces
of charcoal, so ag to secure perfect
drainage, then fill' up to within two
inches of the top” with ' soil composed
of rotted sods, cow-manure and. pure
sand, packing it firmly. Then place
tn2 bulb on this soil and fill in around
it with more of the same and press
that firm. When~“finished, the top of
the bulb should appear just above the
s0il and the edarthbe about half an
inch below: the rim! Give it a good
watering now, thoroughly ‘soaking the
whole of the egrthin the pot. The
plants should-then be'placed in a:dark
cool cellar free from frost, @nd ‘the
s0il kept moist; untH: the pot is filled
with roots; which can:be ascertained
by gently knocking':ithe: ball ‘off earth
loose frem the pot and turning it out
far enough to-see whether the white
roots have run through. the soil. When
they have filled the earth with roots,
they are ready to he removed to the
room where they .are to blogsom;
there they may be placed near the
window so as to get an abundance of

QM '

There is more fun in growing a peck
of.fruit of a variety that is not usual-
ly successful .in the vicinity, than a
barrel of fruit of a kind that every-
body can grow, But the average home
fruit orchard, in my opinion, contains
too large a proportion of eccentrici-
ties. Cling to the standards. Exam-
ine the successful home orchards of
your neighborhood, and seek the ad-
vice of the owners. Make the main
body of your -planting of wstandard
fruits, end ‘then if you have room
tuck in a few others for trial. Re-
member, also, that if your space is
limited it may be better for you not
to try to grow the 'staple fruits, such
as winter apples .and. pears, but to
give all your space to the early and
tender sorts, such as amall fruits,
peaches, pears, and early apples; just
as you would not try to grow the
winter supply of potatoes im a small
garden which can be used to better
advantage in growing beets, radishea,
and tomatoes. -
Satisfy the Soil Preferences of Varie-
: ties

Most fruits will thrive on a great
many kinds of soil,.but every one is
more or less partial to soils of a cer-
tain character. It is usually out of the
question to do much in adapting the
different fruits to the different soils in
the home fruit garden, but this point
should be kept in mind and advantage

taken of any .liftle variation of soil.
In general, the pome fruits (apples

WINTER PEAR

Weight 16 ounces. Grown by E. B. Shaw, Saanich. Second crop

now on the tree.

We are not, however, entirely de-
pendent upon the perennials for win-
ter flowers, for there are many of our
best annuals which may be so treat-
ed as to blossom in thé house during
the winter and which will continue
blossoming all through the ensuing
summer if planted out in the garden,
In faet almost any of them may be so
carried over, if given sufficient light
and space, but the common ones are
so easily raised from seed and come
into blossom so quickly that it is not
worth while troubling with them, but
nicotinas, Salpiglossis,” Stocks, and
many others are excellent plants for
house culture and will repay the little
care they require. It is not always ne-
cessary to provide the plants by mak-
ing a special sowing of seed, for there
fre generally to be found among the
spring Sown plants some that are
backward and which have not blos-
somed when the frost comes; these if
taken up then answer the purpose
perfeetly. Tf blossom buds ‘are upon
them nip them o6ff, pot the plants and
shade them for a little while and they
will come on satisfactorily. Nastur-
tiums, which are general favorites,
make good showy winter house plants,
if given plenty of light.
ends of the straggling shoots pinched
back and from time to time cut off
the larger leaves to prevent their ob-
scuring the flowers,
form beautiful compact plants.

In carrying plants through the win-
ter in the house, the evils to be guard-
ed against are overcrowding, irregular
watering, insufficient light and exces-
sive heat. Where these can be avoided
success is sure, but even where cir-
cumstances are more or less unfavor-
able, a little care and ingenuity will
enable any omne who loves flowers to
beautify their homes and provide for
themselves a glimpse of summer in
the dead season.

Among the bulbous-rooted flowers,
none are easier of cultivation than
the Hyacinth and the Polyanthus Nar-
cissus, and few more  beautiful or
fragrant. When grown in pots those
bulbs which have no offséts or sprouts
near the base, which are perfectly
sound and are the heaviest ifA propor-

Keep the;

and they will

M&%

light. They will' now soon begin to
show leaves and puish forth the flower
stalk and will require to be watered
more frequently, enough to keep the
soil moist, -but not wet, but as the
flowers expand the watering may be
further increased -and the soil kept
saturated. 4

After the flowers have fully opened,
they will last longer if kept in a tem-
perature of .about sixty degrees, but
this is not an edsy matter in a sit-
ting-room where one likes to have the
flowers and enjoy their fragrance.—
Farming World.

PLANTING A FRUIT GARDEN

Whatever may be the dimensions of
the area which the home-maker i3
able to use for a fruit garden—and 1

hope it may be - liberal—there are
some practical ?oints that he should
consider carefully.before planting.
Have a Plan

Before planting a tree, make a'plan
of the garden dfawn to a scale. Fig-
ure out on paper how you can dispose
of the various fruits so as to ‘secure
the greatest economy of space.- Many
fruit gardens are .planted in a .care-
less,  haphazard. - sort of a- way, and
therefore have no definite and logical
arrangement. If you have only a
quarter of an acre to plant, or “even
less, it pays to make a plan. Ydu can
see things on paper that you cannot
see in the field. Having made a good
plan, preserve it and follow it con-
sistently in all your planting. ;

Grow the Best Local Varisties

No matter where you are lochted,
there is probably a great variety of
fruits: which you can grow. But the
point i3, which will grow best? The
average home orchardist cannot af-
ford to fool away his time on oddities
and exotics. He should not be ‘con-
tent with trees that will simply bear
fruit; they must bear an abundance
of good fruit. For example, if you
are decidedly out,ef the peach belt,
do not waste valuable aspace in your
garden. trying .to grow. . peaches. I
would not discourage the -amateur
whq wishes to try fruits that are dif-

| Early

ficult to grow {n his neighborhood.

and pears) prefer a heavier soil than
the stone fruits (plums, peaches, cher-
ries, and apricots). Apples seem to do
especially well on a clay loam; pears
vn a heavy clay loam; plums and cher-
ries ‘'on a medium loam; peaches and
apricots on a light, sandy loam;
quinces on a heavy, deep and moist
I6am; the bush fruits, as currants,
raspberries, etc., on a medium . heavy
and moist loam; strawberrigs and
grapes on a rather light spil.  Of all
the fruits, the apple succeeds on a
greater. variety of soils than any
other. In laying out the fruit garden,
respect these varying tastes and satis-
fy them whenever possible, but do not
be deterred from growing any of the
common fruits because you. do not
have the most favorable soll conditions
for them. Good fruit can be grownon
almost any kind of soil if it is not ex-
tremely sandy, rocky, or shallow. Then
again, soils are very readily modified
in texture and fertility by eareful man-
agement. Usually, success depends
more upon the man who cares for the
trees than ‘upon the soil on which they
are grown.

The Best Exposure. for the Fruit

. Garden 3

This -is a.subject of dispute among
amateur fruit-growers. . Shall I plant
my orchard on a northern ora south-
ern slope? . That depends. Plant on
the northern slope when lateness is
desired; ‘plant on the ‘southern slope
when earliness,is desired. For exam-
ple, if there is danger In your locality
of the fruit ‘being cut off by frosts,
particularly peaches and Japanese
plums, which blossom, early, a. south-
ern slope should not be chosen, since
the treeés will blossom several days

jearlier than an the northern slope and

s0 be more llable to injury. Again,
you would not usualty plant late-keep-
ing winter apples on a southern slope,
but you might plant early varieties; as

Harvest and Astrachan, on a
southern slope because you wish them
tq ripen as.early as possible The nor-
thern slope is apt to be cooler and
more moist than the sputhern slope,
hence it {s better adapted for small*

fruits which love these conditions. If
the home fruit-grower is fortunate en-
ough to be able to choose between
slopes, he will do well to consider
whether he wishes earliness or late-
ness, and select accordingly. In a ma-
Jority of cases a northern exposure is
preferable,

« The Site Should Be Sloping

If you have any choice in sites,
choose a gentle slope In preference to
level land. A slope generally gives
good water drainage; fruit trees can-
not thrive with wet feett Notice how
they die out in the low places, which
arc also the wet places. Again, a
slope gives the fruit garden good air
drainage. Cold air is heavier than
warm air and settles to the low places,
which are therefore the frosty places.
On ‘the other hand, avoid very steep
slopes which can be tilled only with
Cifficulty and are likely to be wind-
swept. A slope of four or five feet
in a hundred is sufficient. Many home
orchards are planted on a. hillside so
steep that they cannot be tilled or
sprayed. Better have the trees there
than to have none at all, but these are
rarely satisfactory. The general point
to be kept in mind is not to put the fruit
garden on flat land or in a pocket, but
to select a gentle slope.

Double: Planting Not Usually Desir-
able

Double planting is the growing of
more than one kind of fruit on the
same land at the same time; as ap-
ples, with peaches between the TOWS,
or‘currants with strawberries, etec.
One objection to double planting is
that ‘different fruits require different
treatment as regards tillage, pruning,
cte, and it is an inconvenjence in
caring for them to have them mixed.
Another and more serious objection to
double planting, as usually practiced,
is that the several fruits are crowded
so that none have room to do their
best. Usually the home fruit-grower
does not realize that,- when he plants
several kinds of fruit thickly upon his
land, he is placing a heavy tax up-n
the land, and ought to fertilize very
much heavier than he would for one
crop only. Double planting should be
practiced only when it is absolutely
necessary, as in the small city or sub-
urban fruit garden. It is my observa-
tion that' when several fruits are
ecrowded on the same area, nine times
out of ten the amount of fruit pro-
duced and the degree of satisfaction
derived would be far greater if the
owner had- been content with fewer
trees and given each riom to grow.
We often see apple trees with pears
between them, currants between the
pears, and strawberries tucked in be-
tween the currants. This is a very
unsatisfactory combination except in
the, few. cases where the grower keeps
the soil wery rich and gives each fruit

.| special attention.

In the home fruit garden it is desir-
able sometimes to plant the trees more
thickly than they should stand after
coming into full bearing, with the idea
of: taking out some of the trees when
they have borne a few crops. Thus
peaches are often planted between ap-
ple trees, and early bearing varieties
of apples, like Yellow Transparent and
‘Wagner, between the standard varie-
ties. This plan-is all right if the
peaches or early apples are removed
when the other trees need the space,
but the majority of home fruit-grow-
ers will not do this. In most cases
these fillers are not cut out at all, and
the orchard becomes a brush-pile.
Others cut them out eventually, but
not until the permanent trees have been
seriously weakened by the crowding.
(In general, then, give each fruit a sep-
arate piece of ground; but if your
space is so limited that you absolute-
ly must mix: them, be careful to keep
up the fertility of the soil and to keep
the several fruits from crowding.

The Arrangement of the Garden

Usually it will be best to have the
tree fruits by themselveés in vne or-
chard and to plant the small fruits in
connection with the vegetable garden.
The ideal home garden has along one
vslde & row or two of raspberries, then
blackberries, currants, and gooseber-
'ries and strawberries; then the per-
ennial vegetables, as asparagus and
rhubarb, adad finally the annual veget-
ables. It is much better to associate
the small fruits with the vegetable
garden than with the orchard, because
they love the same kind of soil that is
necessary for the production of choice
vegetables—one that has been made
rich and full of humus by liberal dress-
ings of manure. If the locality is
troubled with severe winds that are
likely to injure the fruit it is well to
plant a row of apples on the side that
receives the prevailing wind. If the lo-
cality suffers from winter injuries, put
the hardier fruits, as apples and pears,
on the outside of the fruit garden, and
the more tender, as peaches and plums,
in the center. Give early varieties a
sunny spot. Why not use.fruit trees
for shade and ornament around the
house? They are beautiful in blossom,
in foliage, and in fruit. The Trans-
cendant Crab is especially desirable
for this purpose. Oftentimes, the
grapes can be used to advantage on
arbors or trained over fences.

How Much of Each Fruit to Plant

That depends upon the space avail-
able, the success you have in growing
fruit, the number in the family, and
their personal preferences. I want a
big bed of strawberries in my garden,
but am not so particular about rasp-
berries. Your tastes may be different.
It is impossible to give definite plans
for the home fruit garden, because of
these varying factors. In a fruit gar-
den of vne acre-I would suggest the
following fruit plants or their equiva-
lent in other fruits that require the
same amount of space: Eight apples,
twelve pears, twelve cherries, sixteen
plums, sixteen peaches, thirty grapes,
seventy-five currants, twenty-five
gooseberries, and two hundred straw-
berries. These fruits ean be planted
en an acre at a reasonable distance
apart and without double planting.
How Far Apart to Plant

Both tree-fruits and small fruits are
commonly planted too close for the
best results. This comes from a de-
sire to get just as much as pussible
from the land, and a failure to look
ahead and see what the trees or plants

will be several years after planting.

IR
A2ZITIHS

This is particularly true in the
orchard. Very often we see fruit
Planted ten or fifteen feet apart,
they ought to be thirty or foriv
apart. One tree that has room « 0
for a healthy growth of top and
is more profitable than three
starved trees occupying thc
Space. The distances that shoylq
given vary greatly in different 1o :
ties and on different soils. Appis
one locality may be more crowd.
thirty-five feet apart than the
variety would be at twenty-si:
apart in another place. Some va,
are small growers. 1f the trecs
pruned closely, they may be sct cin.
The home fruit-grower who has 2 | ., .
ited space should consider al
things, because he wishes to g
as many plants on his land as i
well. As a general guide, the fo
ing distances are suggested: A
and sweet cherries, thirty to fort
pears, apricots, plums, peaches,
sour cherries, sixteen to twe: 3
feet; quinces, sixteen feet; grap:
by eight to eight by ten feet; cur
and gooseberries, four by six to s
eight feet; raspberries, three by
five by eight feet; blackberr

by seven to six by nine feet:
berries, one or one and a half by
feet.

In case dwart apples or dwarf pear,
are used, the distances for these mav
be half those recommended for tha
standards; but dwarf trees are not
ually satisfactory in the home orchard,
They require special skill to be pro-
fitable.

Laying Out the Orchard

There are many good methods of
doing this. One of the best for verv
small areas is to stretch across the
field a line or wire on which the proper
cistances have been measured and
marked with a tie of white string or
cloth. As soon as stakes for one row
is set this line is moved to the nex:.
In this case it will be necessary to
align the trees carefully when plant-
ing. If a wire is used, it will be better
to mark the distances on it by wrap-
ping around it a smaller wire, the
ends of which are twisted tightly, so
that it cannot slip. In case the or-
chard is to be not more than twenty
rods long, a very convenient and effec-
tive plan is to stretch a wire betweena
two stout stakes which are driven on
a line with the row to be planted first,
one at each end. The wire should be
stretched two feet from the ground.
The holes can then be dug and the
trees planted immediately, after whics
the: wire is moved: to the next:row M
stakes are required in this method, and
the only measuring that it is necessary
to do is the distance between rows.

Hexagon Planting

If several rows of one kind of frul
are to be planted, or of several kinds
of fruit requiring the same distances,
do not plant the trees in squares, but
in hexagons. More trees can be grown
on the land and they are distributed
more evenly. To plant in hexagons,
get a hatchet and as many stakes
twelve to eighteen inches long, and of
uniform size, as there are trees to
plant. Take two small wires and make
a loop in each end of both large en-
ough to slip over the tops of the
stakes.. The length of each wire from
center to center of the rings should be
exactly the distance that it is desired
to have the trees apart—say two rods.
By measuring and sighting, place on2
row of stakes along one side of the or-
chard site, marking the exact position
of the first row of trees. To lay out
the second and succeeding rows, slip
a loop of one wire over the first st
and a loop of the other wire over the
second stake. Pull the two wires taut
until the other two loops are together,
the whole forming the letter V, Drive
a stake at the point of the V. T
marks the position of the first tree
the second row. Place the wires o
the second and third stakes in the fi
row, and locate the second tree
wise, and so on for an indefinite nu
ber of rows. The trees in the first and
third rows will be opposite each other,
while those in the second are midwa:
and alternating. Fifteen per cent. more
trees can be put on an acre by this
rangement than by planting in squares,
and every tree is equidistant fron
every other tree; in squares they are
not.

Supplement all methods by care
sighting each way when plan B
Make the rows straight. Crooked rows
look slovenly.—S. W, Fletcher.

£

STORE CELERY FOR WINTER

—

When gardens are covered
snowdrifts, or the ground is frozs
hard, it is a difficult matter to 27!
at the celery which is banked
there. We prevent this difficult
plantinrg ours in the cellar, just
fore the arrival of heavy frost
do not bank it up, but keep it gr
ing vigorously in the garden 1
frost time, when it is carefully tah
up, leaving a considerable qua
of earth on the roots, and plante
a row along the cellar wall. e
ter it immediately after replanti
and after that at intervals of abo
a week, or whenever it shows siz
of being too dry. Care must be tal
not to pour water on the leaves,
newspapers may he hung up at
windows to exclude the light.

After the new growth begins to
pear, the older leaves and stalks t
yvellow, and are cut off close to
ground. This new growth is sure
be exceedingly solid, crisp,
blanched, and sweet, and neit
snow-drifts nor freezing weathe \
prevent your using it at any time )
may choose to do so.—W. R. S.

The refrigerator trade allows spcc
lators to palm off frozen and thau
out stock, to an unsuspecting pub
as fresh. After being frozen sol
months, these chickens are brought
of the refrigerators and placed

cold water, where they are allowed
remain for a time. ‘When the;
taken out they look as fresh as ju<'~

killed stock, but the flavor is all s»
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