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AGAIN TALKING OF PEACE. -

Expectation of Great Things to Follow
Roasevelt’s Return,

Washington, April 28.—Hzpeeting that
Washington is destined to play an import-

ant part In the prellminary mnegotiations
that will precede the cessation of hostil-

S8eck Entry lato the Canadian
Wheatfield But Are
Blocked.

Traasfer of Canada Atlantic to
Grand Trunk Postpones
&cheme,

Bpecial to The Colonist.
EW YORK, April 29.~The Wall
Street Journal tonight publishes
the following from Torento :
Steries of New York Central ac-
tivity this .side of the boundary line
have been current for some time past,
and interests representing that com-
pany are now credited with a desire to
beceome “a competitor with Canadian
railroads for transcontinental traffic
from the Canadian West.

It has transpired that in the fight be-
tween Mackenzie and Mann interests
and the Grand Trunk for the ownership
of the Canada Atlantic, that the former
were backed in their efforts to secure
control of the road by the New York
Central, and that the Grand Trunk Pa-
cific paid the $14,000,000 for the road,
not because they were in need of it,
having already an abundance of con-
nections with the upper lakes, but to
keep the New York Central out.

A prominent Grand Trunk official,
discussing the subject, says: “We were
not afraid of Mackenzie and Mann; the
latter, if they had bought the Canada
Atlantic, would have no Atlantic con-
nections of their own. But they were
in alliance with railway interedts that
we were afraid of. Their ally was the
New York Central railway. i

For Canadian Wheat Fields

“The New York Ceuwal had already
acquired the Rutland raflway, which
passes through Swanton, to which point
the Canada Atlantic rums. The situa-
tion then was this: The New York Cen-
tral, with its Rutland connection, was
at Swanton and Montreal. At Swanton,
if its points had succeeded, it would
have been on the Canada Atlantic and
on to Parry Sound.

. “A fleet of steamers would put them
into Port Arthur and then with the Can-
ada Northern Railway, they were in
to the western wheat fields. The Grand
Trunk saw the New York Central, to all
intents and purposes the next thing te a
transcontinental railway, competing act-
ively against our Portland route
threatening not only our existing system,
but seriously discounting the future of
the Grand ank Pacific. - We were de-
termined to blpck the scheme at any cost
and that is what we did.” ;

1. The projected rival ronte- would hava
been 160 miles longer than the Grand
Trunk, but the excellence of the New
York Central’s roadhed #~m  Swanton to
New York would ba g :ori 4 i

e T
t’l;runk's Portland route in point. of dis-
tance.

Have Not Given Up Plan

« Though they were .beatén in this effort
by the Grand Trunk there-is reason to
believe that the New York Central and
Mackenzie & Mann have not given up
their plans for a direct connection be-
tween the Camadian West and New
York. The New York Central has ac-
‘quired the old Ottawa and New York
road, which connects with the Rutland
to New York giving them a direct line
between New York and Ottawa. Mac-
kenzie & Mann are building the James
Bay railway from Toronte to Parrv
Sound, and they have before parliament
/an application for a charter to build
from a point on their James Bay road
to Ottawa. If they get this charter they
will have a slightly less direct line be-
tween Parry Sound and New York than
that which they. coutemplated by the
purchase of the Canada Atlantic.

' _The present intention is to make New
York an important outlet for the grain
of the Canadian West and an active
competitor of the Grand Trunk Pacific’s
[Portland outlet.

R

GRAPHIC STANDS TO ITS GUNS.

Contends That Admiralty Statement Is
Incorrect.

London, April 29.—The Daily Graphic
this morning contends that the admiral-
ty’s statement regarding the impairment
of the armament of British warships is
mainly remarkable for its omissions, but
1t is an admission of the qeneral accur-
acy of the Daily Graphic’s allegations,
as showing that guns whose life should
be 150 to 160 rounds, broke down at 66
to 75 rounds.

The Daily Graphic says: “The official
statement should be welcomed as a pre-
lude to rearmament, not of the Atlantic
fleet alone, but of all the vessels equip-
ped with this weapon.”

7

ARE BRITISH GUNS UNFIT ?

Admiralty lssues Statement Answer-
ing Charges.

London, April 29.—The admiralty to-
day issued an official statement regard-
Ing the charges made by the Daily
Graphic that 15 British battleships were
unfit for action, owing to the discovery
that a number of the 12 inch guns were
incapable of firing 50 full charges. The
2dmiralty says that ome 12 inch “mark
S gun on board the Majestic had crack-
¢l at the muzzle, and that a second gun
showed a erack in the inner tube, but
they had fired the equivalent of 66 and
(& 11 charges respectively. These guns
1ad heen exchanged and repaired, and
Wil shortly be re-issued.

[he statement continues: “One 12 inch
in was fired with 16 €ull charges before
"cloading and is still perfectly service-

IR PO
ERITISH CRUISERS ON GUARD.

D.:‘:r‘r\Hing Outside 8ingapore Watching
for Russians.

London, April 28—Three British
ers, according to the Telegraph’s
‘Tespondent at Singapore, are pa-
; outside the harbor, as thick,
weather renders the straits in-
from the roads. Weather con-
s may, therefore, prevent the ob-
'ion of Vice Admiral Nebogatoff's
“ments,
Daily Telegraph’s correspondent
‘io states that foggy weather pre-
the Japan Sea.
Morning Post's Shanghai corre-
nt reports that Viece Admiral
tvensky's squadron was on
" off Leongsoi Bay in Hainin.
'her news has reached London
ng the movements of the Rus-
rships.
ording to the correspondent at
Japan, of the Daily Telegraph,
Io1denberg, an engineer from
=) nia, employed at the Osaka,
“orks, has been attacked by coolies
riously wounded.

impe chesugmt advailegs of ‘d"'*""'**“‘“"’*” =

% between Russia and Japan, even
-aougt the American capital may not be
selected as the scene for the actual peace
negotiations, Baroa Sternberg, the German
ambassador, and Mr. Jusserand, the
French ambassador, wil sail for their re-
spective countries soon after conferring
with President Roosevelt, when he returns
from the West. Baron Stermberg will
have several audiences with the Emperor,
and M. Jusserand will see President Lou-
bet and M. Delcasse, to whom will be
communicated in an entirely unofficial way
the earnest wish of Preshdent Roosevelt
that the war end at the earliest possible
moment. The ambassadors will supple-
ment their despgtches by personal testi-
mony of the activeneas at Washington In
this direction, which have been led by the
President, and in the event that th® out-
look for the opening of peace negotia-
tions this summer seems favorable, both
ambassadors will be prepared to retnrn to
their posts at once. ~Sir Mortimer Durand, |

don, is in full possession of President
Roosevelt's views, which he will com-
municate in an informal way to King Bd-
ward. So far as their ambassadors at
Washington can judge, King Edward and
Emperor Willlam are as amxious as Presi-
dent Roosevelt for an early ending of the
war. 1
Initiation of Negotiations. ‘
As an ally of ome of the belligerents,
Great Britain is not taking the initiative
open to the President and Emperor Wil-
liam, but the necessity of the King's co-
operation as well as that of the French
government is readily recognized. What-
ever the result of the naval battle pend-
ing, diplomats at Washington belfeve the
first opportunity for the successful initia-
tion of peace megatistions since the war
began will exist with the ending of that
engagement. The war has cost both be %-
gerents enormously im Iives and money, and
the defeat of Russia's last fleet would, it
is belleved, give the Russian peace party
renewed power, while even a partial vie-
tory for the Russian fleet would have the
effect of scaling Japan’s peace terms to
what Russia would regard as a reason-
able basis.

e Qs e -
A SMOULDERING VOLCANO.

Peasant Disturbances Spreading in
Parts of Empire. .

Kishineff, April ‘28.—The peasant dis-
nces in the adjoining provinee of
Polcolia are spreading widely. The ay-
thgnt;es dare being openly defied, violence
being threatened. Troops will be sent
to the disturbed districts.
Niji Nevgorod, April 28.—The peas-
ants ‘lx_aye served formal notice upon the
authorities and landlords of this district
of their fntention ‘to seize and distribute
amoui‘g;e!mse'lves the lands of the large
Ppropr .. ‘Disturbances are frequent.
Lodz, April 28.—The prospects of
May day disorders here have been in-
creased by the indefinite suspension of
operations by two factories. Workmen
to the number of 3,500 have been moti-
ed that they are permdnently d harg-
ed, and other workmen have been laid off
for three months. .

!
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Gen.Lineyitch
CER e
nterviewe
e l

Commander In Chlef Tatks of !
Retreat to Assoclated
Press.

Feelingly Denounces Kuropat-
kin’s Precipitate Retreat
From Mukden,

Expresses Regret touA Much
HHarm Was Done Before ile °
Took Charge.

ol
-l IR

UNSHU PASS, Manchuria, April
28.—Gen. Linevitch, granted an
interview to the Associated Press
at his headquarters today, in the

course of whieh he expressed himself as
highly satisfied with the present condi-
tion of the Russian army and its readi-
ness to assume the offensive. He mani-
fested emphatic regret for the retreat
from Mukden. The new commander-in-
chief believes that the loss to the army
at that juncture was over estimated and
that the day was far from being lost
- when the retreat was erdered.

With his eyes gleaming with an in-
domitable energy and emphasizing his
words with a blow on the camp table,
he exclaimed: “I would certainly mot
have retreated. I realize that it is easy
now to pass judgment upon accomplished
facts, but nevertheless I would not have
retreated. I persuaded Kuropatkin to
stand at Tie Pass and we halted there
for a time. We could have remained,
but on account of certain administrative
tactors he considered it inexpedient and
the retirement was comtinued. 2

“After assuming command I gave the
men a day’s rest. The Japanese did not
press us, and could not do so as their!
condition was quite as bad as ours. As |
for that unfortunate retirement itself,
any observer can convince himself that
its insignificance, and especially its in-
fluence upon the army, has been indus-
triously and greatly exaggerated by the
Japanese and foreign press. The re-
treat was in no sense in the nature of a
complete route, proof of which is evident
iin the fact that in less than a month
after the retreat the two armies which
were thrown into confusion by the Jap-
anese had been collected and were re-
organized. Many regiments did not re-
quire this, having retired in order.”
Admits Heavy Losses

'Gen. Linevitch attributes the greater !
success of the first army during the re- |
treat to the relatively more advantageous |
position in which it was located. He
admitted that there were heavy losses 1 |

treat, especially to the wagon trains.|
Touching the breaking through of the
Japanese at the Hun river on March 9,
Gen. Linevitch says he did mot attach
any real significance beyond the fact that
this. force was not greater than two
companies of scouts or small bodies of
cavalry, and he helieves that the report
that Japanese artillery was in action on
the great Mandarin road on March 10
was based on miscalculations.

Gen. Linevitch diseussed the Grippen-
burg incident, taking the part of Gen.
Kuropatkin as against his former subor-
dinate, and finished with an expression
of goydwill towards the Czar in the pres-
ent war. ' :

_ Commander’s Sad Inheritance
m expression of regret that so
mlﬁ'gira:m hg been done before he was
given command, a cloud of sorrow dark-
ened the rugged face of the general and
he twice repeated: “Yes, it is a4 sad in-
heritance.” !

the British ambassador, who salls for Lon. '

| copsis

| ‘waters.

VICTORIA, BRITISH COLUMBIA,

An Answer
To William

King Edward’s Visit to Pails
One of Several 8ignificant
Demonstratloas.

British, French and Spanish
Naval Reunion Wili
Foliow,

Two Mightlest Navies In the
World will Mecet and
Fraternize.

ARIS, April 20.—King Edward ar-
rived in Paris ‘at 850 this even-
ing and was met by British Am-

. bassador Bertie, no French offi-
cials being present in aceordance with
His Majesty’s wishes. He was driven
to the Hotel Bristol. The crowd at the
station shouted “Long live Edward.”

King Edward’s arrival here tonight
for three days’ stay inaugurates the first
of a serjes of brillian’ events covering
the next few months, which through ac-
cident or design promises te exert im-
portant influences in showing the world,
and Germany in particular, France's
strong position among the nations of
Europe; these events occurring simultan-
eously with the French-German and Bri-
gsh negotiations on the Moroccan. ques-

on. .

The stay of King Edward in Paris, al-
though. unofficial, is giving another op-
portunity for the demonstration of the
Anglo-French understanding. His Ma-
jesty will be escorted with milivary hon-
ors to the Elysee Palace tomorrow even-
ing, where he will be received by Presi-
dent Loubet. In the evening the Presi-
dent will give a dinner in honor of the
ERing, which will be attended by seventy
ambassadors, ministers and others. This’
grouping of = foreign - representatives
around President Loubet and King Ed-
‘ward attracts marked -comment, al-
though the presence of the German am-
bassador relieves the function of any in-
tentional design to show France’s 'strong
international position.

Great Britain, France and Spain

Following soon after King Edward’s
visit cofgs that of King Alfonso of
‘Spain, whe will remain in Paris six-
days. Elaborate fetes are now in prep-
aration, similar to those when Emperor
Nicholas made his ‘memorable visit to
thx French capital. The Spanish King
will be brought to France by a Spanish
squadron consisting of three battleships,
six cruisers ‘and many smaller craft.
This squadron will be met at Cherbourg
by asg‘rench squadron consisting of 15
warships, including the largest and finest
battleships and cruisers of the French
northern squadron. A squadron of the
‘Br!iﬁsh thnnnel fleet tis expectecli to pinr-
ticipate, thus presenting an imposing
?cucle of French-British-Spanish nav-

3 ¢ L,

i t King Alfonsg |
&Eﬁ. mi‘fa ’tham‘

ting of
The stay 8?':%
will be again marked by evidences of. the
anpeo~-Spanish - . including
-exchange of toasts during a gala din-
ner at the Elysee. Palice and a review
of 30,000 troops. 3
Closely following the departure of
King Alfonse-will come the official visit
of a British squadron to the French wa-
ters. “This will be entirely distinet from
Great Britain’s participation in the visit
of the King of Spain to France and de-
signed to bring about the fraternizing of
British and French officers and sailors.
Impressive Naval Display
The rendezvous will be at Brest,
where over 20 warships of the British
channel and reserve ficets will be pres-
ent. French naval forces will include
the nolx;thern and Medif:tl‘-lmnem ts‘izutnd-
rons, thus presenting another great inter-
nationdl gathering of warships in. Fremos
The combined naval manoeu-
vres and festivities will last from July
10 te July 17, thus allowing the British

WO rol.
5q

' ships to partieipate in the celebration of

the French national holiday.

Soon after the naval display ai Brest,
the united French squadrons will make
a retdrn visit to the British naval head-
quarters at Portsmouth, where elaborate
‘joint ‘manoeuvres and festivities will
cover ten days.

This exchange of naval visits between
Great Britain and Frauce will be the
first in twenty ‘years, and will be far
more imposing than any which has ever
heretofore occurred. They are the direcl
outgrowth of the Anglo-Frenelr under-
standing and colonial treaty, and are the
first conspicuous evidence of the forée
behind that agreement.

INCREASE NAVY THREE FOLD.

Philadelphia, April 29.—Rear Ad-
miral Melville, in an addreas before the
Géological Soclety of Philadelphia to-
night, advocated a threefold increase of
the navy, at a cost of $600,000,000.

RATTLER FANGS THE KEEPER.

Edward Rabe, E;;oyn of Les An-
< geles “Zoo,” May Die. 3

Los Angeles, Cal, April 29.—Head

' Animal Keeper BEdward Rabe of the

East ‘Park 2zoo, and one of the best
known wild animal trainers on the Pa-
cific coast, has been bitten in the face
by a huge rattlesnake at the zoo and
is now in the City hospital, where he
may not recover. Rabe entered the
snake cage at the zoo and was bitten
viciously in the facé. He was immedi-
ately taken to the hospital, where,
five minutes after Rabe was bitten, the
attending physician adminigtered an
antidote and performed an opegration,
but the poison spread so rapidly that

{his face swelled to twice its normal
i size and the physicians fear that the

effects may be fatal.
% -——ee
AIDING GREEN GOODS MEN.

Western Union Operator Charged With

armies, it is impossible to effect the re- | ovel Crookedness.

New York, - April 29.—Richard H.
Carey, manager of the Harlem office of
the Western Union Telegraph Com-
bany, was arrested by postal inspectors
today and indicted on a charge of con-
spiring, in a new and novel fashion, to
use the United States mails in a
counterfeit money fraud. It is alleged
that Carey was concerned, with others,
in the sending out of counterfeit money

! circulars. The circulars asked the re-
cipient to make an appointment by
wire. Carey is alleged to have received
the replies and sold them to the “green
goods” men and then notified the vic-

 tims that their messages were not de-

{ livered. This was the novel part of the

! scheme, and it prevented any record of
the delivery of the message to the
sender of the tirculars. The postal in-
spectors alleged that the victim was
notified by mail how to meet the eon-
spirators and get the alleged counter-
feit money.

anigh “'h is’| pled were

JAPANESE REFORM KOREA.

Country '‘Has Undergone Wonderful
Transformation.

London, April 29.—The Times' Pekin
correspondent telegraphs from Seoul
that that country is undergoing a won-
derful transformation, “The reforms
that Japan has already effected,” the
correspondent says, “are an unmixed
blessing to the people, but are causing
dismay to the Emperor and his cor-
rupt court, The Emperor is cruelly dis-
illusioned, but still hopes for the ulti-
mate suceess of Russian power, which
fostered the worst influences of his
barbarous regime, and he maintains
communication with Lamsdorff through
Ye Sai Kuen, former foreign minister,
now attached to Pavloff (former Rus-
sian minister to' Korea) at Shanghai.
The conduct of the Japanese has been
exemplary. Never before have Kareans
earned such wages; clvillan Japanese
are pouring into the country and it is
estimated that they number 60,000 al-
ready. There is a practically uninter-
rupted chain of Japanese settlements
from Fusan. Railway extension and
Othe;a bilmprov,ements have made re-
mar e pro e of the for-
eign advisors &?ki? ountry:
been succeeded by Japanese. The most
difficult post of all—adviser to the for-
eign office—is entrusted to an Ameri-
can, whose patience, tact and ability in
reconciling conflicting interests have
won praise from all natlonalities. The
Korean. army has been reduced to a
small-palace guard, the Korean police
have been suspended an@ a Japanese
gendarmerie is policing the Seoul dis-
trict. Never has the capital known
such immunity from crime, and it is
Intended to extend the System to the
country.®
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Terrific Tornado
In Tex=s Towns

Laredo sud Vielnity
Devastatl-g- Wia
Kala.

Report That Oae Hnadied Peop!e
Have Lost 'hé'f

Lives, |

wept by
snd

AREDO, Texas, via Bermuda, April
29.—Twenty-one persons were
killed and scores injured in
Laredo and,in New Laredo by a

tornado which tore through the cities
late last night, crossing the -Rio
Grande.
Rumars of otmers killed outside of
Laredo lack confirmation. The prop-
erty damage is large. Four of the dead,.
all members of the same family, were
crushed to death by the falling of the
heavy walls of the housé which they
occupied. Many others met their fate
in a similar manper. The damage
wrought at the Laredo seminary is ex-
tensive. - Not one of the group of build-
‘ings which go. t@ 1 up that insti-
tution escaped- ‘ + The escape
from death of the teachews at the in-
stitution was narrow; as the walls of
> ‘demo hed. - B8 ¥
“Mexican National hospital b
lifted from the edifice. i
Clearing Away Wreckage » -

A trip through the town fails to show:
one block undamaged. The city au-
thorities are at-work clearing away the:
wreckage. Linemen are at work en-
deavoring to straighten out the tangle
of wires. It is hoped to re-establish
telegraphic  communication, at least
partly, within two days.

Conditions in New Laredo, across the
Rio Grande, are similar to those exist-
ing on this side.» It is not definitely
known how many dead or injured are
in New Laredo, but a city officer to-
night said there were five dead that
he knew of. The five known dead, add-
ed to the list of dead on this side of
the river, would bring the number of
killed in both cities up to twenty-one
persons. The storm lasted about one
hour. Physicians are busy attending to
the wounded, and it is thought that all
the “injured will recover. Dr. H. J.
Hamilton, of the United States Marine
hospital, has placed 150 tents, with
bedding, at ‘the disposal of the home-

less. £
Bursts Without Warning

" Shortly after 7 o'clock, after an ex-
ceedingly sultry day, a dark, lowering
cloud appeared in the southwest, soon
thereafter, and with practically no
warning, rain began falling in torrents,
accompanied intermittently by heavy
hail. The wind began blowing at a
hurricane velocity, creating havoe with
houses, telegraph poles, shade trees and
everything that came within its path,
The huts o¢cupied by the poorer classes
were first levelled, and, as the wind
fncreased  ine force, the most ‘sub-
stantially constructed buildings were
badly damaged.dn many cases, Light-
ning flashed _continually for an hour,
when the storm subsided as quickly as
it had made its appearance. Every tele-
phone and telegraph between San
Antonio and points in Mexico were
prostrated. The Mexican National rail-
road has temporarily abandoned {its
schedule on trains on account of lack
of telegraph wires over whicg to ar-
range meeting points.
Another Account E

8t. Louis, ‘April 29.—A special to the
Post-Despatch from Austin, Texas,
says: “Additional particulars received
here of the Laredo tornado are to the
effect that more than 100 persons were
killed and.several hundred mere or less
injured. Thirty-five guests in one hotel
were killed outright. Fifty railroad
coathes belonging to the International
and Great Northern and Mexican Na-
tional roads were blown away. It is
estimated that more than 150 houses
were blown down by the storm, includ-
ing the two hotels of the town. The
governor is enquiring into the matter
with a view of sending relief to the
storm sufferers.”

A R e e
PADEREWSKI STRAINS NECK.

Great Pianist Co_mpeﬂed to Cancel
Present Tour.

Niagara Falls, N. Y., April 28 —Pad-.
erewski, the pianist, has cancelled his
engagement in this city tonight and left
this afternoon for Boston. In TLondon,
Ont., last night he strained a cord in his
neck while rendering a difficult coniposi-
tion and today his condition was such
that Dr. Francis Fromezack of Bnffalo
was called and upon his advice Pader-
ewski has cancelled all his engagements
of his tour in this country. Dr. Frone-
zaeck’s diagnosis of Paderewski’s ailment
was 10 the effect that he is suffering
from a severe attack of nuritis.

il P AR TR N
DISTRESS IN SPAIN. -

Madrid, April 29.—Recent rains have
only relieved the drouth to a small ex~
tent. The population of Seville, Cor-

The Week
At Ottawa

In Spite of Flelding’s Surpluses
He Renews smeall
Loans,

Liberal Organizer’s Indiscretion
Causes Premi:r Suome
" Aanovysuce,

Jifficulties of Replacing Im
perial Garnisons Becoming
Manifest.

| From Qur Own Cotrespondent.

debate is drawing to a close, For

the last couple of days the Lib-

erals have had the floor pretty
much to themselves. The Conservative
list of speakers has been exhausted and
the opposition was willing to have a
division yesterday. Inasmuch, however,
as Hon. Mr. Oliver and his parliament-
ary supporters have not returned to
Ottawa, the Liberals felt it advisable
to keep the ball rolling until they ar-
rive to swell the ministerial numbers.
Four government supporters will not
be able to vote. Three are ill, Messrs.
Logan, Sutherland and Demers, and
one is traveling in Europe. The ma-
Jority against Mr. Borden’s amendment
will be 80 or 9¢ .

The government will have to meet
next month, and also in September, a
temporary loan of five and a half mil-
lions. This is a continuation of other
temporary loans dating back several
years. Few can cavil at this arrange-~
ment, as'the condition of the noney
market until quite recently was not
such as to warrant the issue of perma-
nent loans, but Hon. Mr. Fielding will
have to face the inevitable in the near
future; a curious situation in view of
Mr. Fielding’s repeated claim of an
annual surplus, as it is not quite busi-
ness-like to discount notes when a man
has money in the bank.

Laurier’s Bete Noir

One. of the gravest Iindiscretions
which . Premier - Laurier committed
previous to the general elections was to
bring Judge Choquette down from the
bench and make him organizer of the
Liberal party in Quebec district. Sir
Wilfrid must have repented his action
many times as Choquette never opens
his meuth but “puts his foot in it.”
Speaking at the Gouin banquet in Que-
bec the other night, Choquette declared
if the British flag is raised today over
Canada 1t is due to the French-Canad-
ians, and if ever the day comes when
the French-Canadians wish to lower it
from the masthead, down it will come.
Utterances iike this are not calculated

ent races in

The Governor-General and suite’ re-
turn tomorrow from . Toronto, where
they have enjoyed a round of festivi-
ties 0g. 8 week. ~The. culmination

. PArty was-. . yest ¥
to the power house ‘of* the “Eleatrical
Development Comtpany, Niagara Falls

| This . company has undertaken the

gigantic task of harnessing the Canad~
ian Niagara Falls, the idea being to
develop a quarter of a million horse-
power, which will exceed any other
power works in the world. The Am-
ericans are somewhat alarmed over the
company’s operations, as the greater
body of water at Niagara flows over
the Canadian falls-and Americans fear
that their power houses may Jbe in-
jured by the Toronto eompany’s’ enter-
prise. The intention is to transmit
power to Toronto, Hamilton, London,
Brantford and other principal cities
and tpwns of western Ontario.
Earl Grey's Speech

Earl Grey's speech at Toronto, in
which alluded to the fact that Canada
.had not contributed one cent to the
support of the Imperial navy has called
forth some adverse criticism. This may
be due to the feeling that Canadians
are getting ashamed of their apathy in
this matter.. Earl Grey’s observations
were timely and will serve to educate
the Canadian people to the full signifi-
cance of their Imperial obligations.

The opinion i# growing that Canada
made a blunder in consenting to as-
sume charge of the garrisons at Esqui-
malt and Halifax. Not a single mem-
ber of the Housc objects to Canada
paying the annual bills for these garri-
sons, but there is going to be great
difficulty experienced in securing in
Canada the requisite men for the garri-
sons. The militia department have
found it necessary to send recruiting
sergeants to England to get soldiers.
The feeling is incretahglns that it would
be far better for the government to
retain the British regiments and pay
the bills. . This -would not suit the pur-
poses of the Grits, who desire to get
all the patronage they can and to be
able to give commissions to their
friends.

- Farmers Gain Peint

The board of railway commissioners
has given an important decision in the
matter of the complaint of the Farmers’
-Association of Canada against the
Grand Trunk, Canadian Pacific and
other railway companies in Ontario
and Quebec; The farmers alleged dis-
crimination existed between the rates
charged- for transportation' of grain
products, higher rates being imposed
on grain than on ‘flour, oatmeal, etc.,
both of which were formerly carried on
the same basis. Counsel was heard
both for the farmers and the railway
companies, and, upon the report and
recommendation of the chief traffic offi-
ﬁer of the board, the railway companies
ave beemr ordered to reduce the rates
now charged on grain to the same
basis as charged on milled products.

An order just issued by the depart-
ment of agriculture requires all stock
cars intended for the convevance of
animals from any point in Canada to
the United States to be thoroughly
cleansed and disinfected before the
animals are loaded. The cars must be
thoroughly cleansed and disinfected
again immediately after being un-
loaded.

A. H. Marrion, Vancouver, has been
appointed probationary excise officer at
that city.

A. H. Taylor, customs appraiser, one
of Ottawa’s best known citizens, and
father of Dr. Taylor, of Golden, B. C.,
died this morning after a brief fllness.

CHARGED WITH MURDER.

Widow of Three Rivers’ Man to An-
swer for His Death.

Three Rivers, Que., April 20.—Mary
Ann* Skeene, widow of Percy Howard
Sclater, was today placed undef arrest,
charged with complicity in the murder of
her husband. This is the culmination of

dova and Granada are clamoring for
work or relief from the distress exist-
ing there.

repeated nttemﬁta on the part of the
Crown to have her give evidence against
Wallice McRae," who is charged ‘with
committing the murder,

AWA, April 29.—The autonomy

to promote coneord amongst the differ--
Canada. "

[Debate O
: § Rl e o ofithe wound? that 1ESEE Lt L
Autonomy Bill 3 st mamersmts

LUMBERING TOWN BURNS,

Flames Sweep a Large Portion of Mil-
ford, Maine.

Bangor, Me., April 28.—A fire that
threatened to wipe out the great lumber-
ing interests at Milford broke out this
afternoon. Ten million feet of Jumber is
reported ir flames., Wire communication
with Milford was cut off soon after the
fire started and further details are not
obtainable.

Oldtown, Me., April 28.—Fifty-two
houses have been destroyed by a fire
which broke out late today in the lum-
ber district at Milford and it is likely to
wipe out the town. Aid has been sum-.
moned from every nearby point. These
is no wire communication with Milford,
all wires having been burned out.
messenger who arrived here at 6:40
oclock tonight said the fire was beyond
control.

The fire was not under control at 7:30
o’clock, but the wind which had been
responsible for the quick spread of the
flimes had died down at dusk, and this,
it is believed, will permit- the saving of
the town from destruction. . At that
hour the town hall, Episcopal church,
‘the Maine Central Railroad station, and
.more than a score of dwelling houses
and a large amount of box lumber own-
ed by W. O. Barker & Sons had been
burned. It is thought that the lumber
kilns will be saved.

The fire was said to be under control
at 8:15 p. m.

Milford, Me., April 28.—Sparks from
a pile of burning boards on the bank
of the Penobscot river, carried by the
wind into the lumber yard of Barker &
Sons late today, started a fire that, be-
fore it had been controlled, destroyed
twenty-one buildings and 1,000,000 feet
of  lumber, entailing a loss estimated
at $50,000. The buildings destroyed in-
cluded the Episcopal church and all the
Maine Central railroad station.

SPLIT IN EQUITABLE CO.
Tarbell

Resigns and Will
New Company.

New York, April 28.—While there
were no officilal developments in the
Equitable Life Assurance Society to-
day, it was rumored in Wall street that
Vice-President G. E. Tarbell has de-
cided to retire from the Equitable and
start a new company. It was under-
stood that he had an abundance of
capital backing for the new company.
It was intended to offer the presidency
to ‘President James W. Alexander of
the Equitable if he is willing to ac-
cept. .

H. C. Frick, chairman of the direc-
tors’ - committee investigating the
Equitable Life Assurance Society, has
written a letter to the policy-holders
assuring them that the interest of
every policy-holder is absolutely safe.
Mr. Frick sets forth that the society’s
assets, which are in the possession of
the committee, are absolutely sound;
that the Equitable’s investments have

consgervatively made; that there
are no charges made which, if true,
would diminish the society’s assets;
that the mociety could meet in full all
of its maturing policies, even if it never
wrote another dollar of insurance, and
that the investigating committee, com-
mencing May 1, will hold daily Sessions
until its work is completed.

Organize

Several S8peskers Keep up the
Discussien In the
Commous.

Expectation That Next Wednes-
day Wiil 3ee an End to
8ubject,

Two Milliens In Supplementar
les for Helliex and
Esquimalt,

From Our Own Correspondent.

TTAWA, April 28.—The Domin-
ion forestry convention will be
held in Quebec at the call of the
federul government,

The speakers in the autonomy debate
today were Martin, Elson, Black, Adam-
son and Sinclair, The latter declared
Toronto was the hotbed of bigotry and
intolerance in Canada.

It is the understanding tonight that
the autonomy debate will terminate on
Tuesday, possibly Wednesday at the
latest. On questions like this where
party lines are not sérictly observed, the
party whips are upabla to exercise their {
usual control, but they keep close tab
on what is going on. Calvert and Tay-
lor feel confident the debate cannot ex-
tend beyond Wednesday,

The supplementary estimates will con-~
tdin an item of two million dollars for
the garrisons at Halifax and Esquimalt.
Arrangements for replacing the British
garrisons by Canadians are progressing
slowly. Within g few days’ jor Wad-
more will leave Fredericton with two
companies of infantry for Halifax. This
will be the beginning of the infantry
garrison, which will be enlisted to a
strength of 600 at both Halifax and Es-
quimalt. The militia department an-
ticipate being able to enlist a number ot
time expired non-commissioned officers
and men of the Royal Artillery. = Major
Panet, now in India, is mentioned as the
probable commandant of engineers,

Q-

THE ISTHMIAN COMMISSION.

French Engineer ;;poiniod to Repre-
sent France.

Jusserand today informed Secretary
Taft that the KFreneh government had
designated M. Guerard as the French
member of the board of consulting en-
gineers attached to the Isthmian canal
commission. M. Guerard is one of the
French government engineers, being in-
spector general of bridgzes and roads. He
was formerly engineer in chief of Mar-
seilles harbor.

SIXTEEN MINERS KILLED.

Smallness of Shift Limited Number of
Casualties.

Dubois, Pa., April 28.—Sixieen men
were killed and one will die as the resu't |,
of an explosion at the Eleanora shaft
near Big Run. The mine was owned
and operated by the Ro-hester and Pitts-
burg Coal and Tron Co., and is a com-
paratively new shaft, having been open-
ed two years ago. The mine was thought
to be free from dangerous gases. The

“its decision the Tuling

farmer of Atherley.
jury are investigating the case. g

Actress Ors
No Defence

Nan Patterson’s Counsel De-
cldes Not to Submit Any
Ev_ldence.

The Prosecution Rests Case
and Wil Sum up
Monday,

Court Denles a Motlon to Have
the Indictment Dis-
missed,

replete with interesting develop-

ments, both the prosecution and

the defence rested their case of
Nan Patterson, indicted for the murder
of Caesar Young. The prosecution
finished the case prior to the adjourn-
ment of the court, and later Attorney
O'Reilly, of counsel for Miss Patter-
son, notified the district attorney that
his side would submit no defence and
would rest on the contention that the
state-had failed to make out a case
against the defendant. This plan had
been under consideration for some days
but was only decided upon at a con-
ference today between the counsel for
the defence and Nan Patterson and her
father. The dcision means the speedy
conclusion of the young woman’s third
trial for the sensational tragedy on
West Broadway. When the case is call-
ed Monday, to which date the trial was
adjourned, Assistant District Attorney
Rand will begin the summing up of the
case for the state,

The succession of events which
marked today’'s broceedings included
the court's denizl of a motion to dis-
miss the indictment, and the testimony
of the prisoner's sister, Mrs. J, Morgan
Smith; in which she made some inter-
esting statements,. but stood for the
most. part on the right to refuse to
answer questions on the ground that
the answers might incriminate her. Mr.
Rand’'s promise to quash the conspiracy
indictments against Mrs. Smith if she
would answer his questions brought
forth a protest from counsel for the
defence that Mr. Rand’s . merciless
method of questioning was

“Badgering the Witness.”

The court again rejected the much-
quoted letter of Mrs. Smith to Young
bespeaking fear as to the consequences
if Young did not see her sister. 1

The contention of the defence in
moving to take the case from the jury
and dismiss the indictment was that
the conspiracy accusation charge had
been practically abandoned; that the
prosecution had fafled to see that J.
Morgan Smith bought the revolver
whiéh caused Young’s death; that the
case was circumstantial, and the testi-
mony of Doctors O’Hanlon, Rigging and
Pl\llerld“ ‘indicated suicide rather “than
murder. . 3

N EW YORK, April 28.—After a day

s ;f *
The presecution replied ‘That it ‘h
the fact of thefr- % w&

should go to ‘the

day the revolver was bought; and that
the prosecution had not expected the
pawnbroker to make identifications,
The court instrueted the jury that in
on law points
should not be to the prejudice of the
defendant.
Smith Pawned Property.

Mrs. Morgan Smith identified a ring
and: bracelet as her property, pawned
by her husband in Pawnbroker Stern’s
store. Mr. Rand’s effort to make her
admit that they were pawned June 3
failed. -Mr. Raand tried to bring out
that she and her husband were in New
York June 8 last, when the prosecution
was searching for them, but the wit-
ness declined to answer on the grounds
that it might Incriminate or degrade
‘her. Replying to the note sent by the
witness to Young that unless he saw
Nan she could not answer for the con-
Sequences, the witness said that Miss
Patterson’s emotions at that time were
caused by Coggin’s misrepresenting
marriage intentions to her. She said
Nan refused to believe the story told
by Coggins and was disappointed at the
postponement of the marriage of
Young. The witness said, however, that
her sister had said nothing of her fu-
ture intentions, nor what she would do,
and was not responsible for the much-
quoted letter.

The witness said the letter represent-
ed her own state of mind, but did not
answer where it represented the de-
fendant's.

RACE MEETING CALLED OFF.

Chicago Club  Decides to Abandon
Present Season.

Chicago, April 28.—The Worth Jockey
Club today definitely abandoned the
club’s race meeting, which was to begin
tomorrow, opening the racing season
in Chicago. The stockholders decided
that there” was nothing else for them
to do but yield to the ultimatum of the
state’s attorney, who declared that the

laws of Illinois concerning gambling

must be observed.

HSE e S
RUSSIA’S FINANCIAL STRAITS.
Appeals to Gorﬁ;—Banhn for An-

. ~other Loan.

———

Berlin, April 29.—Russla is again in

financial -straits and has appealed to
German bankers for another loan in
order to finance continued war opera-
tions.

The recent internal issue of bonds

s o the Russi 1
Washington, April 28 —Ambassador :vas jlof tehe Yp kv s Russiing fo

he degree that was expected and the

finaneial result of this internat loan is
characterized as only moderately suc-
cessful.

In asking the German financiers to

Yuy treasury bonds at 5 per cent. at
nine months, the Russian government
places upon itself more stringent con-
ditions than those that accompanied
the first negotiations with the German
bankers. It is understood that the firm
of Mendelsohn is negotiating the loan,
which is said to, be for 100,000,000
roubles.

A 0

DOMINION NEWS NOTES.
Orillia, Ont., April 20.—Russell Per-

ki’ 11 years old, is dead from drinking
whis

key given him by Sam Symington, a
The coroner and

Quebec, April 29.—The immigratioun

night shift was small or there would
have been more fatdlities. |

ree
ered.

hospital here, owned by the Dominion
¥ 1it Every man -government, was burned to the ground
‘who was in the mine at the time of the this morning, involying # loss of

%plosloq cxcept ope is reported. killed. The origin of the

fire is npondtoimvo'
tr ‘h-f . _The hos-

bodles have. thus far been recov- been defective electric w _
’ pital had only been opened a few days,
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