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CANADA RETAINS
CONTROL OF NAVY

TEXT OF AGREEMENT REACHED
BETWEEN DOMINIONS AND ~
BRITISH ADMIRALTY,

Ottawa, July 28—The full details
of the agreement reached between re-
presentatives of Canada and Austra-
lia and the British Admiralty on naval
defence were tabled in the House to-
day. The clauses which form the
basis of - the agreement are as fol-
lows:

The Detailed Report.

The detailed report tabled by Sir
Wilfrid! Laurier is as follows:

1. The naval services and forces of
the Dominiong of Canada and Austra-
lia will be exclusively under the con-
trol of their respective governments.

2. Training and discipline of the
naval forces of the-dominijons will be
generally uniform, officers and men
of said forces to be interchangeable
with those under control of British
admiralty.

3. Ships of each dominion naval
force will hoist at the stern the white
ensign as the symbol of the authority
of the crown ,and at the jack staff the
distinctive flag of the dominion.

4, The Canadian and the Austra-
lian governments will have their own
naval stations as agreed upon from
time to time.

5. In the event of the Canadian or
Australian governments desiring to
send ships to a part of the British
Empire outside of their own respec-
tive stations ,they will notify - the
British Admiralty.

Will Obtain Concurrence.

6. In the event of <Canadian or
Australian governments desiring 1o
send ships to a foreign port, they will
obtain concurrence of the Imperial
government in order that the neces-
sary .arrangements with the foreign
office may be made as in the case of
the ships of the British fleet, in such
time and manner as is usual between
the British Admiralty dnd foreign of-
fice.

7. While ships of dominions are
at a foreign port a report of their pro-
ceedings will be forwarded by the of-
ficer in command to the commander-
in-chief of the station or to the Brit-
ish Armiralty. The officer in command
of a Dominion ship, so long as he re-
mains in a foreign port will obey any
instructions he may receive from the
government of the United Kingdom
as to the conduct of any international
matters that may arise, the Dominion
government being informed.

8. Commanding officer of a Do-
minion ship having to put into a fo-
regn port within previous arrange-
ments on account of stress of wea-
ther, danger, or any unforeseen em-
ergency will report his arrival and
reason for calling to the commander-
in-chief of the station, or to the ad-
miralty and will obey so long as he
remains in.the foreign port any in-
structions he may receive from the
government of the United Kingdom as
to his relations wiia the authorities,
the Dominion government being in-
formed.

Senior Officer Commands.

9. When g ship of the British ad-
miralty meets a ship Jf the Dominion,
the senior officer will have the right
of command in matters of ceremony
or international intercourse, or where
united action is agreed upon, /but will
have no power to direct the move-
ments of ships of other service unless
the ships are ordered to co-operate
by mutual agreement.

10. In foreign ports the senior
officer will take command but not, so

as to interfere with the orders that

the junior may have received from
his own government.

11. When 3 cdurt martial has to
be ordered by a Dgminion and a suf-
ficient number of offjcers are not av-
ailable in the Domihion service at
the time the British Admiralty, if re-
quested, will make necessary arrange-
ments to enable a court to be formed.
Provision will be made by order of

~ His Majesty in council and the Do-
minion government to define the con-
ditions under which officers of the
erent services are to sit on the
joint court martials.

12. Ths British Admilralty under-
takes to lend to the Dominions during
the period of. development of their
services under conditions to be agreed
upon, such flag and other officers and
men as may be needed, In their se-
lection the preference will be given
to officers and .men coming from or
connected with the Dominion, but
they should all be volunteers to ser-
vice.

13. The service of officers of the
British fleet in the Dominion naval
forces or officers of these forces in
the British fleet will count in; all re-
spects for promotion, pay, retirement,
etc.,, as service in their respective
forces.

How Seniority Determined.

14. In order to determine all
questions of seniority that may arise
the names of all officers will be shown
in the naval list and their seniority
determined by the date of their com-
mission, whichever is earlier, in Brit-
ish, Canadian or Australian services.

15, It is desirable in the interest of
efficiency and co-operation that ar-
rangements should be made from time
to time between the British admir-
alty and the Dominions for ships of
the Dominions to take part in fleet
exercises, or for any other joint
training considered necessary under
the senior naval officer. While so em-
ployed ,the ships will be under com-
mand of that officer who would not,
however, interfere in the internal
economy of ships of another gervice
further than absolutely necessary.

16. In time of war when the naval
service of a Dominion or any part
thereof ‘has been put at the disposal
of the Imperial government by the
Dominion authorities the ghips will
form an integral part of the British
fleet and will remain under the eon-
trol of the British admiralty during
the continuance of the war.

17. Thé Dominions having applied
to their naval forces the King's re-

Buy it now, Now is the time to buy
a bottle of Chamberlain’s/ Colic, Cho-
lera and Diarrhoea Remeédy. It 1s
almost certain to be needed before the
sumemr is over, This remedy has no
superior; For sale by dealers every-
Where,

"of 30 degrees north

gulations, the gadmiralty instructions
and naval discipline act, the British
admiralty and the Dgminion govern-
ments will communicate to each other
any changes which they propose to
make in those regulations or that act.

The Canadian Atlantic naval.sta-
tion will include the waters north of
30 degrees, north Jatitude, and west
of meridian of 40 degrees west longi-
tude. The Canadian Pacific Naval
station will include the waters north
latitude and
east of the meridian of 180 degrees
longitude.

VETO BILL GRISIS
IS PASSING OVER

THE “NO SURRENDER” MOVE-
MENT OF INSURGENTS IS
DYING OF RIDICULE.

London, July 28—A solution of the
veto bill crisis without the creation
of peers may be predicted tonight
with tolerable certainty, Premier
Asquith had a final interview today
with King George, who goes with
Queen Mary tomorrow to Cowes for
the week end.

The *“no surrender- movement is
dying of ridicute, its leaders not dar-
ing to publish the names of its alleg-
ed adherents. Lord Lansdowne, lead-
er of the opposition on the other
hand, has received writen pledges of
support from more than 300 peers in
his efforts to save the bill

The following is expected to be the
course designed on the veto bill: The
House of Commons Wednesday - will
reject the House of Lords amend-
ments, while intimation will be con-
veyed to Premier Asquith that Lord
St. Aldwyn will take sufficient Union-
ist peers into the government lobby,
if the Halsburyites challenge a div-
ision, to offset them.

It is pelieved however that even
this procedure will not be necessary
as it is very doubtful ‘whether Lord
Halsbury's following is equal in num-
ber to the Liberal peers.

ECHOES OF THE
CABINET MEETING

HON. MR. OLIVER REGRETS FULL
INVESTIGATION OF CHARGES
NOT HELD.

Ottawa, July 31—The Ottawa Even-
ing Journal (Ind. Con.) prints a story
to the eeffct that there was'a stormy
scene at Saturday’'s sitting of the
cabinet couneil between - Hon. Mr.
Fielding and Hon. Frank Oliver
which led to blows and that as a con-
sequence Mr, Oliver was on the point
of resigning.

According to the newspaper the
treuble arose over Mr. Oliver’s de-
termination that the charges against
him should be proceeded with‘ before
dissolution. Mr. Oliver when seen re-
peated that he was sorry . that the
Inquiry could not be disposed of, but
that the report that he had quarrelled
with Mr. Fielding was both absurd
and outrageous.

“I have not resigned from the cab-
inet, neither do I intend resigning,”
said Mr. Oliver. He added that he
would probably leave for the west to-
morrow to open his campaign.

Rogers Will Be Candidate.

Montreal, July 81—Hon. Robert
Rogers, acting Premier of Manitoba,
arrived in this city tonight after hav-
ing had a conference with R. L. Bor-
den in Ottawa. He intimated that he
would shortly leave the provincial for
the federal arena and that if #he Con-
servatives won the next election he
would be found on the treasury
benches. He stated that if the re-
distribution bill could be passed be-
fore dissolution he would have ac-
cepted a ‘Manitoba nomination for
Ottawa, but that at present he did not
know exactly what position he wculd
take, This depended largely upon
future discussions with Premier Rob-
lin. He will return to Maniteba im-
mediately to take part in the Conser-
vative campaign.

Situation in B, C.

Vancouver, B.C., July 31—With the
federal election only seven weeks
away not one candidate has been no-
minated in the seven constituencies of
3ritish Columbia, although the pres-
ent five Conservative members are
believed to be sure of renomination.
Sir Wm. Templeman will run in Viec-
toria as stated recently and Ralph
Smith will likely again contest Na-
naimo. Neither party are quite ready
for election. J. W. Weart, Vancouver,
lawyer ,nominated l%St April by the
Liberals of New Westminster to op-
puse J. G. Taylor, M.P., today retired
from the race and a hurry call has
been sent out for a convention there.
John Oliver, former provincial Lib-
eral leader, may get the nomination.
In Vancouver, while it is generally
believed that Cowan will be renomin-
ater, Sir Charles Hibert Tupper and
C. E. Tisdale, M.P.P., are mentioned
as possible candidates for the favor
of the convention, J. H. Senkler, K.
C., president of the Vancouver Lib-
eral Association  is the likely Liberal
candidate, The iconvention will be
held next Thursday.

Canadian Bank Clearings

Toronto, July 81—The Canadian
bank clearings for the month ending
July 81, as compared with g corres-
ponding period last year are as fol-
lows:
Montreal ..$204,190,624 $191,796,5631
Toronto ... 159,332,424 136,436,540
Winnipeg 91,724,653 78,409,478
Vancouver . 43,289,102 37,630,303
Ottawa 20,155,614 16,080,915
Calgary 21,226,508 12,371,763
Quebec 13,154,807 10,933,741
Vietoria 11,554,631 10,617,023
Hamilton 10,630,098 8,356,331
Halifax 7,829,000 9,051,74
St. John 7,069,244 7,038,760
Edmonton . 8,950,813 5,831,885
London ... 6,116,468 5,926,076
Regina 5,672,605 4,852,264
Brandon 2,412,241 2,075,817

Totals ...$613,258,632 $537,107,890
July 31,1911 Aug. 1, 1910

where.

ON RETURN HOME

THE DISSOLUTION IS EXPECTED
NEXT WEDNESDAY OR
THURSDAY.

Ottawa, July 28—There is practi-
cally no change in political situation
and indications still point to a disso-
lution of the House next week, either
on Wedsesday or Thursday. Some of
the members who left for their homes
tonight will not come back to take
part in the proceedings of this parlia-
ment and will return to Ottawa as
members again only by the grace of
their constituents. All signs indicate
that there will be no members of par-
liament in Canada a week hence and
that the government machinery will
be confined to His Excellency and his‘
advisers.

Owing to improbability of any sup-
ply being voted the government will
have to provide money to carry on the
country’s business by the issue of
Governor-General’'s warrants. As it
will be cossiderable over two months,
from the date of adjournment until
the new parliament will meet, large
sums of money will be: raised in this
way. The general rule is that after
dissolution the Government can raise
money to pay salaries or to continue
any work already started. In the de-
partment of railways for - instance
most of the salaries have been voted
in full but for great undertakings as
the National Transcontinental railway
and other public works large and
small money will be raised by the is-
sue of warrants.

Reciprocity Again Momlay.

Reciprocity will again be the gov-
ernment program on Monday but if it
is definitely decided to dissolve next
week, a part of one day at least will
be given over to the discussion of the
report on the Imperial ~conference
and naval defence conference.

The Oliver charges will be proceed-
ed with by a special committee .on
Tuesday with all the eSsential wit-
nesses present. With continuous sit-
tings it is believed that all the evid-
ence can be heard lan a couple of
days. ;

Most of the morning and afternoon
gittings of the Commons was taken
up with the discussion of a résolution
moved by Capt. Thos. Wallace, (Cen-
ter York, condemning the govern-
ment for its expenditure of money on
the Newmarket canal. A division was
taken shortly before six o’clock,- the
motion being rejected by a vote of 79
to 45., a government majority of 34.

Capt. Wallace 1in :waking his attack
on the government put on record the
report of E, J. Walsh, a former en-
gineer of the railways and canals de-
partment, condemning the expendi-
turees. ¢
Nothing 10 do Wifh Work.

Sir Alan Ayleswurtl said that he
had nothing whatever to do with the
construction ‘of the canal. ‘It was built
before his day in the house and had
been justified by the electors of
North York at two general elections.
Major Curris argued that the object
of the construction of the canal was
to corrupt the riding.

Hon. Mr. Fielding said that con-
struction had been commenced at the
request of g large deputation which
included many Conservatives.

The debate was continued by E. B.
Osler, W. B. Staples, Arfhur Meighen,
Glen Campbell and W. R. Smith. The
western members complained that
Manitoba was not getting its share of
the appropriations for public works.

After division the anti-reciprocity
talk was resumed, Major Beatie (Lon-
don) and J. Maddon of (Cape Breton)
being the speakers.

UNIONIST FORCES
ARE RE-UNITING

BREAK IN RANKS OF BRITISH
OPPOSITION IS SAID TO
'BE HEALED,

London, July 31—The crisis over
the veto bill has undergone a slight
modification, as th¢ cabinet 3.y
decided t§ postpone the re-appear-
ance of t bill before the House of
Commons until  August 7. Present
anticipations ‘point to the healing of
the breach in the Unionist ranks.

Lord Lansdowne and his followers
who favor the bill and the Halsbury-
ites, who are’opposed to it will meet
to-morrow night in full force as a
complimentary dinner to the Union-
ist party’s former whip, Sir Alexan-
der Hood, who is now Kknown as
Lord St. Audrey.

At this dinner Mr. Balfour, leader
of the opposition, in the House of
Commons, is expected to speak in an
effort to pave the way for a modus
vivendi between the opposing sections
of the party. Lord Lansdowne to-
night issued a letter discountenanc-
ing the idea of any Unionist peers
voting in the Government lobby for
the veto bill. This belated decision |
on the part of Lord Lansdowne pro-
bably means that he has secured sut-
ficient support to make the Halsbury-
ites powerless against the votes of
the Liberal peers.

That the tension has lessened is
shown by the fact that King George
has decided to remain at Cowes for
the rest of the week. There is still
a strong belief in the lobbies of par- |
liament, however, that Premier As- ||
quith in order to guard against sur-
prises will have created a batch of
about fifty peers before again trusting
the veto bill to the House of Lords.

Seemed to Give Him a New Stomach.

“I suffered intensely after eating
and no medicine or treatment I tried
seemed to do any good,” writes H. M.
Youngpeters, editor of The Sun, Lake
View, Ohio. “The first few doses of
Chamberlain’s Stomach and Liver Tab-
lets gave me surprising relief and the
second bottle seemed to give me i B
new stomach and perfecyly good
health,” For sale 3'5'/ dealers every-

the outside
the secret aero flights that occur every
day in different parts of France, when
trained experts are sent on five min-
utes’ notice to distant places without
tuning up or waiting for favorable air
currents.
der today, and she is in excellent ccn-
dition to get her revenge on Germany,

'MEMBERS LEAVE 170 GET FOOTHOLD

ON AFRICAN SOIL

SAY GERMANY WILL SECURE

VALUABLE TERRITORIAL
ADVANTAGES.

London, July 29—War over north-

west Africa will be averted; but G‘er-
many, in the opinion ot astute observ-
ers in all the capitals, will not be foil-
ed now, as she was by _the outcome of
+he Algeciras conference.

She will
succeed in driving an extremely hard
bargain with the members af” the
triple entente. That ‘she will secure
immensely valuable territorial advan-
tages—possibly not all of them in
Africa—is regarded in® Berlin as a
moral certainty. Her chances of an
African naval base are the subject of
much interesting speculation.

William 1I., the most brilliant mon-
arch in Europe since Napoleon, is
playing the greatest game the last 80
years have witnessed, and cool-headed
Britons and Frenchmen concede that
he is bcund to score heavily in the
matter of ‘‘compensations.”

Two Considerations.

These are two of the controlling
considerations in the present activity
of the Berman foreign office, accord-
ing to the suggestive thecry of a Lon-
don public man, who is in close touch
with b rredascs  Poliock. First
ccmes the desire ol the emperor and
his advisurs to lind somewhere a sure
future arena for Germany’'s expanding
commerce and colonizing enterprises.
Ten ur fiflteen years ago the Kaiser be-
lieved it couid ‘be found in South Am-
erica. but the revised Monroe doctrin¢
dissipated the idea. What ‘was lost in
Brazil is sought in Africa. The pres-
sure of the financial interests on the
Berlin foreign office is continuous. Pre-
sident Taft's arbitration propaganda
provides the cther factor influencing
the Ka.ser to get a ‘“pied de terre” in
Africa at alinost any cost forthwith.
The German sovereign perceives that
if he ever is to submit to arbitration,
particularly with an European power,
pessession will be nine points in the
case.

The New French Minister.

M. De Selves, French foreign min-
ister, is conducting the vitally import-
ant dispute between France and Ger-
many, with a rescurcefulness and cool-
ness vastly surprising to ail the chan-
cellors. not one of ;whom had ever
heard of him when he sprang into the
limelight on the recent formation of
the Caillaux cabindt. It is everywhere
recognized that he Is not likely to fall
into he errors ai ‘Bheophile Delcasse,
chief of which wéS, as a Paris dis-
patch puts it, “‘an excess of candor, al-
most American.”

There is an impression, however,
that the trail followed by the Quai

« “BD'Orshy 'is the one ®lazed years ago

by Delcasse, when demanding that his
colleagues stake all éven war, on the
issue ultimately referred to the nations
at Algeciras and settled there tem-
porarily by the adroitness cof the Am-
erican representatives. Although in
the background Delcasse has a voice
'in the Caillaux ministry more potent in
foreign affairs than any other member
save the premier and Selves, and not
the least significant feature of the
case is the hint thrown out by the
German press that ‘‘the original Del-
casse principles, minus the Delcasse
manners, may yet build a golden
bridge.”

A special despatch from Paris,print-
ed here taday but not taken seriously,
says that Germany demanded the dis-
missal of Chancellor of the Exchequer
David Lloyd-George after his speech
last week at the banquet of the lord
mayor. The British government, so
it was reported in Paris, advised Ger-
many that the opinions expressed by
Lloyd-George were the views of the
government. The incident is likened
to the one which resulted in the dis-
missal of Delcasse of France, upon the
ccmplaint of Germany during the Mo-
rcccan disturbance six years ago. The
dispatch gives no authority for the
statement, JIEE

Thinks War Inevitable.

‘New York, July 29—James F. J.
Archibald, war ccrrespondent, wiho has
scen service with twenty armies, and
can speak with authority on military
eéquipment, argived from Europe to-
day and declared that undoubtedly
there would be a war between France
and Germany. .iiS views are pro-
nounced .

‘wungland has been pushing France
and Germany to war just as she push
ed Russia and Japan to war,”,said Mr.
Airchibald. ‘‘After she has succeeded
in her designs England will step aside
vut of harm’s way and France and
Germany will fight it out together.

My belief that there will be a war
i3 based upon the fact that Germany
cannot back from her position even
though it is not a righteous one, with-
out the government losing its prestige
at home. This the Kaiser must avoid
at all costs. Germany 'must either
back down completely, for the French
people will not countenance a grant cf
territory to Germany in .Africa, or
else she must fight France.

France is Well Prepared.

“I'rance is well prepared for war,
She has today the finest military or-
ganization in the world. She is far
ahead of any nation in her artillery

equipment and_ also in her aeroplanes.

It will practically be the first aero-
plane war. The war, if it comes tc
tkat, will be fought on the frontier.
France will protect her ports with
jubmarines and eroplanes. Germany

has stuck to her dirigibles, and these
are not nearly as serviceable in times

of war as aeroplapes
“One thing I faund out was that
world knows nothing cf

I tell you, France is a won-

Ier army in Africa is perfect and the

~“nrit 4a corps in the entire army is
splendid,”

SEECYSNSCIN | “ l

THE POLITICAL SKY IS
DECIDEDLY CLEARER

T. P. O'Connor Reviews Situwtion in
London—Says Home Rule Cam-
paign Will Commence in Five or |
8Six Weeks—Will Probably End
Like the Veto Struggie.

London, July 29 (by T. P. OCon-
nor).—The whole political sky Wusi
enormously cleared during this week

and the end of last week,, but
ended with Chancellior Lloyd-George's‘
remarkable speech about Morocco, |
which gained additional seriousness |
by Lloyd-George’s well-known love or |
peace and hatred of war.

Among the farm friends of Lloyd-
George it was matter for wonder that
he should have made himself the

tical pronouncement, and everybody

to such perilous language.

gravated by the violent scene in the
House of Commons on Monday
night. There was a prospect that the
blind fury of domestic party passions
might encourage the fuctionists at
home to refuse any asSistance to the
Liberal ministry to confront the ex-
ternal situation, and, on the other
hand, might encourage the German
Jingoist to count on the English divi-
gion to push forward their
campaign in speeches and journals.
Asquith and Balfour,

dignified and pacitic, relieved the
situation, and further reliet
from the Hon. A. J. Balfour's strong
support and repudiation of any idea

disunion on the faee of f{dreign dan-
ger.

IFor the moment then the:danger of
the Moroccan crisis is not
but all anxiety is not yet past.

the midst of ‘international
and frequent exchange of
Germans to England and Englishmen
to Germany, and arbitration treaties,
all Europe still waitks over.a volcano
of national passions which may break
at any moment its thin crust and de-
vastate the world.
The Domestic Struggle,

Some cooling atmosphere has come
in the ‘domestic struggle. It loeked
for several days as if the Tory ex-
tremists would carry the day and lead
at once to the overthrow of Balfour’s
leadership and the creation of 500
peers. The violent scene in the
House of Commons was as much a
demonstration against Balfour by the
Tory extremists as against Asquith,
and was interidded as much to destroy
Balfour and Lansdowne’s policy of
surrender as to insult Asquith.

The Balfour letter was the first
crashing bhlow against the conspiracy
against his leadership and Lans-
downe'’s policy of surrender. The
Tory extremists retorted by the much-
boomeéd dinner to Lord Halsbury,
and additional importancée is given
to this violent revolt by the letter
from Joseph Chamberlain and the
speech from Austin Chamberlain. It
became evident that the purpose of
the conspiracy. was to replace Bal-
four as Opposition leader by Austin
Chamberlain. The ldtter’s speech
at the banquqt was so violent as to
make the retreat of the extremists ap-
pear impossible, and again, the crea-
tion of the 500 peers seemed inevit-
able, but a few hours showed that the
banquet was an immense fizzle.

Pledges of Peers.

Lord Lansdowne, in the meantime,
received pledges of peers in every
mail, and the Unionist journals, with
a few exceptions, thundered against
the extremists, and today the general
belief is that the crisis really is over
and that the veto bill will be a law
by the end of next week. In the
meantime the torrid heat and the
violent opposition of the Labor party
to the insurance bill is calculated to
curtail the session. The insurance
bill, possibly, will be dropped. The
copyright bill, however, is safe.

After the brief pause of some five
or six weeks, the great home ' rule
campaign will start in England and
Ireland, to end probably like the veto
struggle. That is to say, in violent
scenes in the opening struggle, fierce
threats, and then the passage throueh
the House of Commons and the re-
iection by the House of Lords, fol-
lowed by a peaceful surrender to
home rule as_an accomplished and in-
evitable fact. Thus it is possible
that home rule may be carried with-
in one, instead of two years, but the
fight will be fierce.

congresses

A TRIPLE TRAGEDY.

Porcupine, Ont.,, July 30—A triple
tragedy cn the Mataggmi river occur-
red late Friday evening. Carey Brown,
a banker of Toledo, O; C. E, Vance,
mining engineer ,and former managei
of the Tonapah Nevada Mining Com-
pany, and a Swede guide, fell into the
water at Sandy Fall as the canoe up-
set.. Brown was pulled out but when
he saw his companion drowning he fel!
dead on:the river bank.

The drowning tragedy was preceded
by a suicide near the T. and N. O.
staticn ,when a foreigner known by the
English name Joseph Ware, cut his
throat, Ware had been employed at
the Dome mines.

N _a ,
desecdd(ltoge

The leading Business Colleg
of the North-west, where young
people can receive a thorough
business training, Shorthand,
Typewriting, Bookkeeping, Com-
mercial Law, etc. Is in session
Twelve Months in the year. N«
entrance Examinations, - Board
and room at very reasonabls
rates. We secure positions for
our students. Our new beauti-
fully illustrated catalogue sent
free upon request, Write for
it NOW!

H. C. BLAIR,

Principal.

2li Ist and Madison, SPOKANE

this | on the streets until a few days ago.

mouthpiece of such a menacing poli- |

thought the situation must be alinost |
hopeless when Lloyd-George resorted |
m 3 2 x % | civie
The international situation was ag- |

violent |

Asquith’s speech, which was grav L

came |

of the domestic quarrels producing a |

serious, |
This |
incident is a painful reminder that in |

visits of |

ORRESPONDENCE

N

A SCHEME OF CIVIC GOVERNMENT
To the Editor of the Bulletin,
Edmonton, Alta.

Dear Sir,—The trcubles and tribu-
lations of our civie administration for
some months past have given rise 'ln
endless difficulty and eriticism, elicit-
ing such remarks as ‘“Why doesn’t the
mayor and council resign?” “The
commissioners should retire decently
after being fired”; “The whole bunch |
should quit,” etc., etc.,, quite comman

The general feeling appears to be|
that “The times are out of joint” and
some one is badly needed to set them
right. While I would not assume for
a Moment that I am competent to ae

so, at the same time 1 feel persuaded |

it is the duty of every thinking citizen
of Itdmonton to give some thought to
the question in the hope of finding the

cause of the trouble, and if passible, |
{ of action.

the remedy.

tive duties could

f

The commissioners for their ¢yacn-
be selected for the
ollowing departments:
(a) Eingineering, streets and sewers.
(b) Operation and mainteraa:e «f

power plant.

| citizens,

| ness man.
| some extent, but it is not

We are all agreed that our present |

system of government is not

working in the best interests of the city ]

as a whole; whether this is due to in-
compatibility of temperament between
the city council and the commissioners,
or to the hybrid system we are wewk-
ing under, appears to be a matter ot

cpinion. Those with whom 1 have-dis-

| cussed the suwvject appear to be about
| evenly divided.

We have undertaken greater re-
sponsibility in the City of Kdmonton
| than has been assumed by any other

city on the

ment oi any one of wiich would call
for the best business intelligence of a

| goods merchant,

(c) Street railway.

(d) Electric light and telephones.

(e)* Firancae.

(f) Legal.

Ncthing would prevent the
of the commissioners from
providing they
to the required standard.

measure

1 have heard it stated that the or

i qualifications necessary for a con

sioner is a recognition as a go
That -may be

qualification. A man may

as a good business man, |

his education along one par

of business activity, he might

practical knowledge to prew

with the basic value to measure uj

results obtained from some other
In other words, put a t

class business man, who may be’

hardware me

| or insurance agent, in charge of

|

one of the city’s utilities ,without s
previous technical and practical tr
ing in that department—Dby

measure is he to guage the valu«

| Tesults produced, or by what metl

could he outline a plan for the

"ment of the institution?

whole centinent—in the |
operation and management of every igqn,l\m of public call¢

I would nct suggest that the
missioners should confine .the
to oflice functions only, n
taining subject matter for publica
entertain contin
With cert

provide ¢

or pleasantly

public utility, the successtul manage- |(fixed hours fur executive office

and a fixed time for leg

i ir the legislative chamber,

private corporation. We have attempt- |

ed this great task under what is sup-
posediy a commission system af gov-
| ernment, -but what is in reality, a hy-
| brid system—part commission = and
part council, with the duties of neither
vody properly defined, this feature in
itself being fruittul of endiess friction
| will mase it unprofitabiy workable.

1 take it that the operation of any
| public utility has in view two primary
abjects; the greatest service to the
public with the least cost of produc-
Lmn. 1 submit that while this may
pe possible, it is not at all probable
of expectation under the hampering
interrerence of political or-semi-potiti-
cal influences (the.word politic is used
in its broadest sense).

Experience is the best
verify the scundness of the
statement. Just think of any manu-
facturing or producing industry you
are familiar with operated under
political or semi-poiltical management
and measure the results obtained with
chat of a similar industry operated un-
der private or corporate management.
1* this be correct, then we cannot look
for the highest measure oI success un-
der our present system. We have eX-
ceeded even the extreme optimism of
many large industries, industries which
will naturally increase in importance
and difficulty of management with the
rapid growth of-the city. ' In addition,
we have introduced other innovations
not cammon to most cities in the the
manner of taxation, form of govern-
ruent, etc.

As we have attempted the obliga-
tions of a mammoth industrial institu-
tion, then why not ga one step, fur-
ther and try the management of ive
city ir its various details on the ‘ia-¢
followed by a private corporation <n.d
adept an out and out comni’siiva sy&-
em of government?

Just at this time when the agree-
ment. far the amalgamation )f. the
twin cities is about completed w»H Ud
appear to me to be an opportune “Ive
(o give such a change the closest study
and considerationg While I do net
‘pose as an authority, I would sug:est
the outline of such a change that 1
think would furnish the remedy we
are looking for,

Instead of our hybrid system of a
council and two commissioners, I
would suggest a mayor and council «f
six commissioners, the mayor to he
elected by the popular vote of the peo-
ple for one or more years as wouid le
deemed expedient, the commissizners
to receive their appointment for
special fitness for the office. 1 would
make each commissioner qu-:.'ily in
practical and technical know'21ze 1cr
his particular duties, in average busi-
ness ability and probity of character.
The legislative body would be .¢. m-
posed cf the mayor and the six «cn -
missioners who would deal wila =i}
legislative matters of the city under
similar procedure of the Rresent
council. I submit that such a »ody
would be capable ‘of equal, if r it su
perior intelligence and reliabil ty ,in
the consideration of any legisla.ive a:t
affecting the city's interests with that
of any ccuncil chosen by popular v te
of the people at large In ibe dis-
charge of their executive duties the
political features being elimina:24, *he
best unbiased judgment would natu' -
ally be expected.

teacher to
above

sphere would be the pe al
vision of the work uuder their c

| —in other words the actual

heads in their various depart

It is unnecessary here to go
tails af remuneration to be pa
commissioners, it I
necessary to make one the active head
and fix their salaries to meet their
dividual responsibilities. Sh
a amount of salary
$ or even $60,000 per
it would be little .1 excess of that paid
to the single executive head of r
of our big industrial institutians.
submit that for the maximum s
we could get a body of men meast
up in every way with the req
standard, and such a sum
when icompared with the cost to
city of many of the mistakes due t
previous inefficient management.

We now come to probably the most
important feature of such a chance
in precedure: The responsibility
th commissioners—As the people
supreme ,the people must hold
fate of the commissioners in the
hands, and as this is nct practical di-
rectly ,it can be accomplished indirect-
ly by the voice of the people through
a board cof control. I think a board of
three members would be ample to
fuliil all the functions required of this
body. Perscnnel of the board of con-
trol—1st, the mayor, who represents
the popular voice of the people; 2nd,
the elected choice of the Edmonton
Board of Trade ,non membership in
the Board of Trade nck necessarily
disqualification; 3rd an appoin
the Federal Goyernment, preferably a
resident member of the Supreme Court
Bench.

In this board we would have
member, the popular choice of
whole people, one member the elec
chcice of our most intelligent bu
organization and the third membe
virtue of his position, would be ]
fectly impartial. :

With the board of control would
left the responsibility of the c mi
sioners ’appointment and th
charge under certain defined r¢
tions embracing the recall
deemed advisable.

In this letter I can nc more than
barely outline the features of such a:
important change, and while admit-
ting the crudeness of the presentation,
I feel satisfied that such a system il
properly worked out in detail would
solve our difficulty and place our ci
management on a sound business basis.

It would probably be suggested tl
under such a system there wculd be
no - adequate check on the board of
commissioners to prevent the jeopard-
izing of the city’s interests for personal
gain, probably no more than there is
on the directorate of the "~ Canadian
Pacific Railway, or the executive of
wny other large corporation. Our ex-

that men of ¥
combine for

might Dbe f«

gregate

0,000

is sm

system

perience has been
calibre very rarely
object of boodling.

In conclusion, while thanking
for giving the foregoing t
publicity, it is with the hope
subject will cause sufficient
among our thinking men to
some discussion with the object «
plying a remedy for our prese
troubles.

J. St. CLAIR BLACKETT.

sugs

Edmcnton, Alberta, July 28, 1911.

Stage Line

Edson  Grand Prairie

Now Running.

information

between these two points.
as to Homesteads 1n
Grand Prairie and
Districts address -Head Office :

Weekly trips are now being made

For all

River

Peace

Edson and Grand Prairie Transportation Co.
324 Jasper Avenue E.,

Edmonton.
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