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TWELVE E»j6l.GI-E3S.

THE SYNDICATS DEBATS 
Th» Montreal Herald, the Whitby Chro­

nicle, the Galt Reformer, the Quebec CVo- 
fttiis, and other Opposition journals which 
pay a certain degree of respect to the 
jewel of consistency, approve of the princi­
ple upon which the Syndicate agreement 
Is. baaed. Mr. MacBattiB proposed â 
similar scheme, the only difference be­
tween it and that about to be submitted to 
Parliament being that the terms of the 
latter are mueh more advantageous to 
Canada. Hence the papers just men­
tioned cannot conscientiously oppose that 
which, in a leas favourable shape, they 
supported three of four years ago. It 
wqnld be too mueh like swallowing the 
camel and straining at the gnat But the 
OUbe, and the section of the Opposition 
press which it represents, insist that the 
land grant of 25,000,000 acres will hamper 
seulement, although Mr, Mackenzm’s 
grant was 54,000,000 sons ; and that the 
cash subsidy of $26,000,000 is eroeenve, al­
though Mr. Mackenzie offered $27,000,000, 
and a four per cent guarantee on a certain 
sum per mile for twenty yearnt • It tHH 
require some extraordinary flights in ground 
ana lofty twnbBng on our contemporary's 
part to put itself right before its readers on 
this question, for they Will have to be per­
suaded that it was justified in supporting 
Mr. Mackentxb’s teems, and thatit is also 
justified on public grounds in opposing a 
much more economical bargain. No one 
but an experienced hand at self-stultifica­
tion would attempt sack a feat, but the 
Globe probably is equal to anything. It can 
abuse those who desire to reconstruct the 
Senate, and then come out for Ha total 
abolition ; be the champion of economy 
to-day, and the apologist for extravagance 
to-morrow'; now thé apostle of political 
morality, and now the advocate of men

Neverthele*, 
, even far so supple 

here that

caught in gross 
It nil be no easy
a lawyer, to make his client believe 
whereas the Pacific railway was cheap « 
$136,000,000 with a guarantee, $106,000,- 
000 net is an exorbitant and vuinous figure.

And what ate the leaden ef the Opposi­
tion going to do about it t Mr. Bulk» in 
his speech of lsst session urged the Govern­
ment to push the roed through the fertile 

ring between Manitoba and the 
Mountains before they si­
te build the extreme eastern and 
ends ; and such is their policy. 

Tlqe plains’ Beotian is to be completed with­
in three years, the entire road within ten. 
He also entreated them to consider well the 
enormous burden they were about to place 
upon the taxpayers ; but under the pre­
sent scheme the road will cost the country 
nothing, for the cash subsidy ana the cost 
of the completed sections wifi be made up 
to the Treasury out of the sale of the Gov­
ernment reserves ; whereas he was a 
member of a Cabinet which at one time 
intended to build the read from end to 
end out of hard taxes. Mr. Bun’s 

Poor Mr. Mao- 
has no artillery. If he oppose the

___ be will have to plead, as in the
case of the Yale-Kamloops section, that he 
* i^intention^ of carrying out the

to participate. On the 
it fa difficult to see what ground the 

Opposition can occupy with advantage in 
the discussion. Committed as they are to 
the road, mid to one plan for building it 
with the public money, and to another by 
means of a tend grant and a cash subsidy, 
both largely in excew of the subventions 
in the present bargain, they would not 
only, if they had a healthy regard for their 
own record and the public internet, accept 
the agreement, but give the Government 
their cordial support in carrying it through 
the House.

ANOTHER PLATFORM.
Ten chief organ of the Opposition de­

serves, at all events, no small amount of 
credit for its perseverance. It has con 
straded several platforms which have 
broken down under their own weight, ant, 
now there is another, revoking, we sup­
pose, like another sort of testament, “ all 
“ former wills and codicils.” Bo: 
Bence’s persevering spider has met H» 
match at last. It appears that the Con­
servatives are wicked people who have 
entered upon the conflict with “vested 
“ rights” inscribed upon their banner ; 
and it is the duty of the truly good Re­
former to fight it out upon that line. 
Until within the test three years it would 
seem there was no clear line of demarca­
tion between parties, now there is a well- 
defined issue. We are glad to hear it, and 

proceed to examine it directly. Let

look a little at the 
part, in order to find 
it came to pa* that the

to be without a policy

this- 
away so

_ ________ _ ti Mt
here: What “ abuses ” did the Reformers 
sweep away, and when h*d they the oppor­
tunity to use the besom? By the sweep­
ing away of abuses, we presume, is meant 
wiM improvements in legislation, and it 
would puzzle the most ingenious Re­
former to say when the Conservative 
party fought fat those abuses One thing 
* certain—that all the reforms carried out 
since the retirement of Mr. Baldwin, 
whom {he set now calling themselves Re- 
foriners drove from public life, have been 
the work of Conservatives. Who Was 

♦hen the Clergy Reserve and 
igurttiens were settled, and who 
the Government? Who wtab- 

the ballot ? Who provided for the 
trial of election petitions by the judg* ? 
Who introduced a tew in favour of the 
workingmen ? Who enlarged the canals 
and promoted all oUr great public works t 
Who, in short, did all that has been done 
during the test thirty years, either in the 
way of destroying abuses er building up 
the county by public works ? Certainly 

it the Reformers.
Büt to revert to the présent, 

says that there is a privi _ 
which must H0 SWept away. Thlk class tu­

mbles the English landlords before the 
peal of the corn laws, and we should 
ppose now also for that matter, and they 

ought also to be swept away.. Our privi­
leged class consists .of manufacturers. 
No# We can understand how land-owners 
may be a privileged class, because the lafad 
is limited in quantity at home, unloeS sin 
acre of tend, like a sheep or a stalk of 
wheat, which the Globe says are “ made 
“ by hand, be also a manufacture. Land 
may be monopolized by a mere handful of 
men ; manufactures, in the received 
sense of the word, cannot. There is 
nothing to prevent any number of 
capitalists from engaging in sugar re­
fining, woollen or any other form of 
manufacture. If large profits are being 
made by any claw, the very fact invites 
and will superinduce competition. Mono­
poly is impossible, and there dm be ho 
privileged class unless everybody else is 
excluded from H. As against the foreigner, 
the home manufacturer is certainly privi- 

buff scare his workmen, and the 
anti and farmers with whom they 

deal It is not one class, but all classes,

That part
platform gives already. The “ vested 
“ rights” are the rights ef this oodntry to 
its own markets, .its own industries, its 
own trade, and these, it appears, are held 
to he vested wrongs—abuses to be swept 
away.

Another “ vested right " attaches "to the 
Pacifie railway, and true Reformers ere 
to hays that swept away—the right, not the 
railway. Now, considering that the organ 
has for the test two years been insisting 
upon it that the railway eannot pey for 
years, it is rather rick to find it advocating 
the construction of competing lines. Pro­
bably it hop* by helping them to secure 
the fulfilment ef He prediction. The Pa­
cifie railway is a national undertaking, to 
be paid for in Canadian tend and money, 

the organ actually proposes that Par­
liament shall deliberately sanction a eys- 

would effectually destroy all 
iccees before the enterprise is 

fairly under way. And this is what the 
Glebe cells e vested wrong, established 
for the benefit of
Here, again, the privileged claw in- 
dud* the entire people ef the Dominion. 
What our contemporary really desires is 
that the country shall be tapped by lines 
which will effectually give our interests 
away to the American shareholder. Canada 
3 thus not only to be shorn of its indus­
tries, but deprived of its {goat national 
railway, for the benefit of the foreigner.

The hubbub about Mr. Bassora block 
of land is hardly worth wasting another 
word upon. If this country were like 

or Ireland, there might be 
plausibility in the complaint ; but the 
notion that the purchase of * dozen blocks 
of tend in the North-West will matter a 
straw is dean out of the way. The truth 
is the new platform is, if anything, lew 
safe than the old one ; and however dis­
heartening It may appear to our political
carpenter, hej 
begin again.

lit down, and

THE OORT OF THE LOCAL SYSTEM.
Thb Peterborough Beview objects to the 

proposal far biennial sessions of the Local 
Legislature, preferring a reduction of the 
number of members. Why not both!

ennial sessions have been adopted in 
maqy of the American States, and work 
well When thé Assembly meets every 
year members feel compelled to do some­
thing for their money and for the benefit 
of their constituents, and (he result is that 
the laws are tinkered and mangled until 
even the lawyers, not to speak of the com­
mon people, are pusxled. Next session 
batch of these amendments are repeated, 
and a fresh lot introduced ; and so it go* on, 
until in sheer desperation the Government 
appointa commission to consolidate the 
statutes It has no sooner finished its 
work, however, than the amending and 
counter-amending process begins again. 
The Americans, like ourselves, grew tired 
of this, and their biennial sessions plan has 
relieved them to some extent of the abuse. 
When the House meet# only onoe in twoy ears 
members have so much bona fid* business 
to attend to that they have not time to 
indulge in fancy legislation. In onr case, 
the speech freon the throne for the last 
two or three years has been * barren a 
production aa a school-boy’s essay ; indeed, 
it has required no little ingenuity on Mr. 
Mow ax’s part to frame a decent excuse 
for summoning the Legislature. But on* 
in session they consider it their duty to 
make a show of some sort, and the time is 
wasted in vain political discussions, and 
won# than wasted*in pottering with the 
laws. Biepnial sessions would do awsy 
with this one-horse system, and save, 
moreover, at least a quarter of a million 
dollars every four years.

A reduction of the number of members 
would also he beneficial. The people are 
ridiculously over-represented. There are 
660 members in the Dominion, or ons for 
every 6,000 souls ; or, saying that one per­
son in eight wields the franchise, every 
750 voters throughout the Dominion 
have a representative. The number of 
members in the Ontario Assembly is 
much larger than the number in the Leg­
islature of the Stat% of New York, in­
cluding the State Senate, in proportion to 
population ; and if the relative wealth of 
the two is taken into account, it is almo 
impossible to make a comparison. Witl 
out going into the statistics, it may be 
safely said «that this province, with one

tion, i
itself wants te 1 

of the i 
able to be 
when the

paÿ |
of the Local system.
M faced sooner or later, and Its 
in the press and the Legislature at 
time of day can certainly do no harm.
AA1LWA YS IN’'THE NORTH-WEST.

Tax Globe te not at til satisfied With 
views of ÜjHa Mau, arid the Mod
Omette regarding the caution to be die- 
played in chartering railway liriez in the 
North-West. Any argument used with the 
intention of strengthening publie opinion 
in favour of Canada for the Canadians, or 
in favour o! national development by 
means of a national policy, must neces­
sarily have the opposition of the Globe. 
For our oWtt part, We tie so strongly im­
pressed with the views we entertain that 
wa do hot hesitate to press the matter 0» 
the notice Of the Government, and to de­
clare that the interests of the country abso­
lutely require the consistent carrying out 
of the policy we hsve indicated, and Which 
we have noticed * a policy in the conduct 
of the Government during the last session. 
Our contemporary exposes its own policy 
and shows its own hand in the summing 
up of a recent article as follows :

The same reasons that should cause the 
Government to permit the North-West to 
take advantage of American railways should 
cause the destruction of the present tariff. 
The Europeans whs are to settle the territo­
ries will not object to paying such reasonable 
import duties as ate required to keep the 
Government in funds, but they will not pay 
exorbitant duties into the pockets of Canadian 
manufacturers for articles which can be pur­
chased at low prices across the lines. Nor 
will they endure a Government which refuses 
to let them build railways freeiy at their eWri 
chargea.”
Precisely ; spend â hundred millions if 
yon like in building a Pacific railway, and 
then by all means let the Americans hâve 
any advantage they can make of your 
national work, and rain if they can the 
great trade that is expected to flow over 
Canadian lines. Build up industries in 
Canada, and when you have done so, hav­
ing enticed enormous sums of capital into 
great industries and enterprises, kick 
away all the protection and let the Ameri­
cans have the advantage of the new mar­
ket yon have developed in the new country 
you have opened up and peopled at such 
vast expense. What a noble policy, what
■MÉriBÉÉHHÉIHIfeMlÉiÉMWiMfl

is a
Ik

t# Ok
woods for the winter, the Oitiàc 
er eri route to Manitoba, arid avtto el- 

iohists froid Canada, arê til couttted 6s 
additions to the population of thé 

“ greatest country on earth, sir.” The 
Oariadiih eeusus. which wf ■■ 
next year, will tiro# |

J 111 be taken early
thti the Dominion itnext year, Will Show that the Domitttoti it 

steadily increasing in wealth and popula­
tion. Moreover, HUH It » hotoogêheotis
people, politically. The Frenoh-CAi
are the best atid meet loyal of citizens, 
and the tv* races like together iti peace 
and harmony. We have no solid South, 
and tie large negro population which the 
body politic canhot digest. We aM no* 
fifty millions, but we are one in senti­
ment, in ambitiori. in love of country, arid 
in the belief thatwuTteve a higher destiny 
than annexation.

THE RÈLIGI0N 0F JHTÜAN1TY. 
No on who h* read with Sue the two 

papers on “ The dreed*—Old and New,” 
in the Nineteenth Century, by Mr. Faari- 
ebic Harrison, can avoid feeling under 
the power of two conflicting emotions— 
admiration for the style arid ability of the 
writer, and utter amazement at hte so- 
called religion. The net result of the 
papers upon us, we confess, has been one 
of utter ^perplexity and bewilderment. 
Not that there is anything which com* 
upon one as the GoSpsI must have ootiie 
upon the first'Christian century, with any­
thing like the power and quickening effi­
cacy of a revelation ; quite the reveres. 
But what confounds the reader is the pains 
Mr. Harrison has taken to trick out his 
imaginary idol with all the attributes of 
Deity, and to Invoke for it dévotion, love, 
aW6. Rnd adoration.

The first thing that strikes one is the 
fact that the writer, notwithstanding his 
vehement assertion of the continuity of 
human develi 
tered thon» 
as he would 

everything.” 
thing to be un 
account of eacl 
nature of caricature.

lent, has not yet maa- 
any of its earlier phases, 

them. He sew “ good in 
Every system has some- 
id oh its behalf ; but his 
partakes too much ef the 
are. He can find an i

propriété place in the course of human 
velopment for fetish-worship, polytheism, 

a patriotic utterance t the oloven'hoof of monotheism, Christianity and its off-shoots 
the anti-national propagandist is plainly Ostirohcmm and Protestantism ; but he h* 
visible in the Globe*, article. The interest* evidently never studied any of them with

sympathy. Still, be hold* that each 
has performed its part, and that all are to 
be superseded by tiie new “ faith ” in­
vented by Aucrosra Comte. He has got it 
into hie head that because some Christian 
--ologista have objected to the jurisdiction 

science in msttecq of faith, they* con­
ceive of religion as something apart from 

Ufa

ntry are, if necessary, to 
r that railway speculators

of the whole count 
be risked in order 
shall have perfect freedom to tap the 
Canadian Pacific railway at any point for 
the benefit of American lines.

There is nothing which the North- 
West will need wo much in the course of 
the next ten y cere as wise, firm govern­
ment, judicious restraint, and rigid en­
forcement of simply national considera­
tion. As the Minister of Railways said on 
one occasion last session, nothing could be 
more disastrous for Canad* than to find, 
after she had by heroic efforts succeeded 
in getting the Pacific railway built, that 
she had only provided further means of 
advantage for the American border States. 
The protection of the interests of the rail­
way system at its Burrard Inlet terminus 
as well as its eastern terminus, whether at 

: or elsewhere, and at all points be­
tween these two, must necessarily be the 

< of any Government actuated by 
considerations of duty. No section 

of the west need necessarily be interested 
in developing their resources at the expense 
of the National Policy, whether as to tile 
railway or the tariff. All the branch linw 
that may be needed may just as well for 
Commercial reasons feed lather than bleed 

"the Canada Pacific railway ; and for 
public reasons they must do so. And if 
the Opposition can bring forward in sup­
port of a contrary view nothing more than 
the stale arguments used against the Na­
tional Policy, they will make very little 
impression on the publie mind, either in 
the east or in the west. Common business 
prudence dictates that we should protect 
our own investments, and Canada is in­
vesting far too much in the Pacific railway 
to risk its invested capital by tolerating 
rival interests that it has the power to pre­
vent. Business men would use pretty 
rough, plain language to anyone who 
would maintain a contrary opinion.

Psttullo, 
i and the first sud 1

> Legis­

ts harrowed

will
run. Mr. Pawns is 

while Mr. Sutherland is 
„ , leral wing, Mr. Maura

is working f* Mr. Sutherland.

8t. John, N.B., has launched Into a scheme 
for the erection ef a memorial hall to pe^efa- 
ate the memory of the Loyalist*. The budding 
is te b« fireproof, and te be arranged to con­
tain the New Brunswick Historical Society, 
Art Union, MtUral History Society, and Free 
Library. It is proposed to lay the corner­
stone op the 18th of Mari 1883, the one 
hundredth anniversary of the foundation of 
St. John. The project it is computed will re­
quire a quarter of a million, dollars to secure 
its fulfilment ; but this sum could bé obtained 
if the Loyalists were te unite to carry it etti

--- "A --- - ■ ■
A singular oireumstanoe is noted in con­

nection with American immigration. The 
number of Irish arrivals is as a rale much in 
excess of those from England, but last month 
ottt Of 60,000 immigrants from all quarters 
the English exceeded the Irish by nearly a 

tea a change in the 
iofi of English immigration, of which 

>t Improbably rSap the benefit 
next ye*T. Times have not been very good 
in Australia and New Zealand lately, which 
may be one reason" why the English out­
flow is beihg diverted fioin theAtiti 
to America.

ntipode:

sible theoiOgtklM, iafo reserve the id* of 
“ Goo and the scheme of man’s salvation 
“ for the hours that are given to medita- 
“ tion and prayer, to the spiritual sphere 
“ alone.” Now, if there bè one thing 
that the Gospel insists upon more than 
another, it is upon the necessity of making 
religion an abiding and ever-realized in­
fluence in every thought, word, and act of 
human life. Whatever other creeds may 
do, Christianity, stall events, Was designed 
to influence the whole being of man, 
to be his guide in the shop, on ’change, in 
the study, in the laboratory, in the legisla­
ture, in the field, and en thé sea—a spirit­
ual guide in life, » Sola* in sorrow, a con­
fidence in health, a friend in sickness, a 
staff, sure and steadfast, in the valley and 
shadow of death. That, and all that, the 
religion of Christ proposed to be, and 
such it has approved itself daring eighteen

The Irish policy tit the Imperial Govern­
ment, M far SS et present disclosed, covets 
two points i First, the suppression Of acte 
of violence and intimidation ; and second, the 
enactment of more liberal land laws. The 
Radical members-of the Cabinet favour some 
scheme whereby tenants may be enabled to 
acquire land on easy terms. The compulsory 
sale ot property, within certain limitations, 
and with certain guards, has been accom­
plished in Prussia on a large scale, and in 
Prince Edward Island on a small one, and 
one ot other of these operations might sug­
gest some feasible mode of dealing with toe 
Irish land question.

The Sarnia correspondent of the London 
Free Frt*» has been enquiring into toe man­
ner in which the American officials at Port 
Huron make up toe returns of emigration 
from Canada, with this result;—(1.) If a 
person from Canada crosses the river bn a 
visit, he is put down * an immigrant (1) 
Often a calculation of the number of immi­
grants is made from the quantity‘of

called immigrants. (A) 
passengers going through to Manitoba are 
classed as immigrants. (5.) The number of 
bona fide settlers leaving Canada to take up 
homes in the United States is hot one-third 
of what wfc are led to suppose from reading 
the figures.

The tone of toe Globe relative to the Canada 
Pacific railroad h growing more moderate as 
the session approaches. Its article of yester­
day on the question concludes * follows ;

“ The task before Parliament, When it 
meets next week ia to decide whether in the 
present condition of the country toes 
for building the whole #ne at such 

teats*
M

Uth i the i

not wagging toe dog *

THE EXODUS
The Chicago Tribune has been reading 

the exodus articleg in the Reform press, 
and is convinced that nothing can save 
the Dominion from bankruptcy and de­
population bat annexation. Our. new 
tariff is driving 100,000 people out ef the 
country every year, and our “ stupid 
“ attachment to British connection ” dis­
gust* the American», who otherwise would 
help ns to utilise our magnificent water­
power and develop our resources.

The Tribune has been misled. The Re­
form party do* not speak for the Cana­
dian people. It was overwhelmingly 
routed at the polls in 1878, and has lost 
ground ever sin*. As e rule, indeed it is 
in the nature of things, Governments grow 
weak with age, and the Opposition picks 
up new strength ; but in this case the 
order has been reversed, and the Admin­
istration has increased its majority, while 
the Reformers bavé suffered both in num­
bers and influence» Secondly, the Cana­
dian tariff has nothing to do with 
the exodus ; for men groaning under 30 
per *nt. Would not flee to a country 
where the protection runs from 40 to 200 
per cent It is true that a large number 
of Canadians have gone to the States, but 
they havb been attracted thither by the 
revival in business, and not driven from 
home by merciless tariff laws. The panic 
struck the United Stiles a year before it 
was felt in Canada, and the States had re­
covered while the Dominion was still 
staggering from the depression, which the 
one-sided free trade system had aggravated. 
At last, thanks in some degree to the 
new tariff, the “boom” in business has 
set in here. Americans are investing in 
our iron and phosphate min*. Frrach 
capital ia pouring into Lower Canada. 
Canadian manufacturers, no longer har­
assed by out-throat competition from New 
England, are prospering, and new indus­
tries are being established everywhere. 
Lastly, capitalist 
build the Pari

its have undertaken to 
’arifio railway from end to en<

Mr. Harrison passionately urges that 
men must have a religion ; and he trente 
with utter loom materialism, evolution­
ism, “ free thought,” and all the 
other scientific and rationalistic nega­
tions of the day. To the* who 
but forth “ the denial of God as 
“ tiie oomer-etone of rational human 
“ thought and activity," Positivism 
oocupi* “an attitude of complete 
“ and uncompromising opposition.” “The 
“ physical speculations,” he remarks, 

usually called science, materialism, 
“ evolution, agnosticism, free-thought, and 
“ alt the other purely physical, purely 
“ critical, or purely mental schemes in 
“ fashion to-day, do not touch the pro- 
“ blem at all They peas by on the other 

side.” During the hundred years from 
DroaaOt to Darwin men have always been 
“ showing law, never showing God.” Mr. 
Harrison talks also of » Power external to 
ourselves, “of something we can love and 

worship,” and of the absolute necessity of 
religion. Nothing can be more impressive 
than the semestnsee with which he en­
forces this need as one of the instincts of 
the human soul.

But when we enquire what the Positiv­
ist means by religion, wS receive the fol­
lowing answer t “ Religion, in its proper. 
“ full sense, means the state of unity ana 

concentration of nature which results 
“ when our intellectual, moral, and active 
“ life are all made otie by the continual 
“ presence of some great Principle, in 
“which we believe, whom we love, and to 
“ which all our acts tie Submitted, so that 
“ the perpetual sens* of our dependence 

on that power go* deep down into all 
“ we think, or fe-” *“ "
served that the i 
mysteriously from
and back again-

______ .... WWjiijÜP
love and adore a principle, even with a 
capital P, which is now neuter and then per­
sonal—at least so far «Mo be a subject for 
love and adoration t What we want, the 
writer Insists, is a Human Synthesis, com­
bining all that ia good in all the creeds, 
the sciences, history, s*d literature, and 
we are furnished with a ” religion. ” What 
then is the “ Powerp to whom we owe 
the dutiw and hoMHhe solemn relations, 
and whom Christians tym God ? It is 
“ Power, human, real, demonstrable, 
“ lovable.” This, which “ appeals to our 
“ noblest affections and sympathies,” and 
can be looked on “ with veneration, *t- 
“ tachment, gratitude, so that our true de- 
“ rational instinct* can grow to be the 
“ dominant motive of our lives,"Is Human­
ity. And this is what Mr. Harrison calls 
a religion—the worship of an Imaginary 
leviathan, not unlike Hobbes 1 Man, with 
all his crimes, all his failures, til his im- 

11 Mr. Hajumow i* net * too

Democrats 
q plank of

r oocu-
: of the 

, -tureen, 
i been circulated

as„—t—,—0— ——--,. F zretowi m
of the proof texts that hâte been 

as the vary Shelst-SUchOni of ortho­
doxy are said to have gone by the board. It 
is not at all probable that the Correspondents 
who have given this impression art sufficient­
ly acquainted with the work of the revisors 
te State what has beta done with any degree 
of accuracy. It is altogether likely that Such 
statements are mere guess work. The re­
vised Testament, which will shortly be issued, 
will be awaited ia religious circles with a 
good deal of Interest.

--------- *--------- 4
Mr. Blake, like Mr. John Bright, is familiar 

with the inimitable “ Biglow Papers,” and 
occasionally avails himself of sotne of their 
sharp epigrammatic pSssag* to point hit 
speeches. On one occasion we remember 
hearing him quote in the Local Bouse w fol­
lows !--
“ A merciful lYcvidence fashioned us holler.

On purpose that we might our principles ewal­
kin'! principle precious t Then who> goto’ ter use It

When t bar's risk o' some chap gittin’ np to 
abuse it *

Ef he ain’t keep It aU to himshlf When It's wise
He ain’t one it’s fit to trust nothin’ so nice to.” 

Judging from the utterances of the leading 
Reform organ, Mr. Blake is preparing to 
demonstrate his fitness to be the custodian of 
Reform principles after this fashion at the 
approaching session.

The colour prejudice dies hard. The Fiik 
University troupe of coloured jubilee singers 
pave been refused admission to two of the 
leading Montreal hotels. Legally toe pro­
prietors have no right whatever to make a 
discrimination against any person on toe 
ground of colour, and if action were brought 
no doubt damages could be recovered. It is 
creditable to the public sentiment of Mont­
real that the course of the hotel proprietors in 
the matter was generally condemned, and 
that the singers found no difficulty in obtain­
ing accommodation at the Windsor Hotel. 
At a stage when the Americans, among whom 
this contemptible caste prejudice—so far as 
negroes are concerned—originated, have be­
come ashamed of it, its revival In Canada, 
where theoretically we have no colour line, 
should not be tolerated, and right-minded 
people ehould frown down all such attempts 
to ostracize men and women oh account of 
their colour Or race.

Emigration from Germany continues with 
increasing strength. The cause is set forth by 
a Bavarian, who writes : “ I wish to emigrate 
to America, but, sad to relate, it is hard to 
sell anything, and then only at a heavy loss. 
Our Germany has become a poor country. 
Its unity brought poverty in its train. Every­
thing groans under the pressure of military, 
State officials, and police. Whoever has the 
means go* his Way and lets Germany be. 
Before two years have passed by, the whip- 

— lost will be introduced among us again, 
le Bundesrath the question is already 

being discussed.’’ If one-half this statement 
is true, the Fatherland is in a terrible con­
dition, and France has had her revenge. 
Germans make excellent settlers, and the 
Canadian eliraate suits them. Nevertheless 
we gain few emigrants of that nationality, 
and we will not no so until vigorous measures 
are adopted by the Pacific Railway syndicate 
to divert the stream from the United States 
to our North-West lands.

tolls | tiie reduction of harbour fists and
s, on both inland and outward-going

This is rather a change from thé organ’s late 
violent and virulent denunciation of the whole 
scheme, which may perhaps be due to the in­
timation that MmsTb. Blake aad Mackenzie 
do not intend to stultify themselves by a 
factious onslaught upon the Government’s 
policy. The toti ts jÉÉÉ
much * formerly.

The growth of manufacturing industries in 
the Southern States means toe disruption of 
the Democratic party. In New Orlagne there 
are now upwards of one hundred different 
reproductive arte, maintaining a population of 
over thirty thousand. The new constitution 
of Louisiana provides that all factories em- 

loylng over five hands shall be exempt from 
nation for ten years. Cotton factories are 

being planted in the neighbourhood of toe 
ration fields, and woollen, iron, and other 
industries are cropping out all over the South. 
These are Stimulated by protection, and ac­
cordingly W* find a strong protectionist party 
growing up in the heart of the South. At the 
next Presidential election a powerful minority 
of protectionists must be reckoned for if the 
Democrats should again make a revenue tariff 

their platform.

In 1878 the Legislature of British Columbia 
provided for two additional judg* of the 
Supreme Court* Last session ah Act was 
passed providing for the salaries of thi 
; udges. Considerable curiosity has been 
manifested as to the probable persona to be 

Mr.----- --- 1nominated. ht, an English bar-

fifery right-thinking matt, no marts# What 
his religious conviction* Will be glad that the 
design of introducing the “ Passion Play ” 
upon the beards of a leading New York 
theatre has been abandoned under the strong 
pressure of public opinion brought to bear 
against the (project. Rarely has popular sen­
timent, as voiced by both the press and the 
pulpit, been so unanimous upon any question 
appealing te religious sentiment. The protest 
against outraging the religious feelings of to* 
larger portion of the community has come not 
only from professing Christians of all denom­
inations, but from Hebrews and those 
indifferent to all forms of faith. It 
was felt that whatever abstract argu­
ments might be offered in favour 
of the presentation as it might under certain 
circumstances be given, the mere fact of the 
dramatization of so sacred a theme would be 
an outrage u)»on the strongest convictions of 
the great majority- Mr. Abbey, the manager 
under whose auspicee the play was in pre­
paration, felt that the entire community was 
arrayed against the project, and reluctantly 
abandoned it. It is said that $15,000 had been 
pent in the moet elaborate preparations for 
he piece.
The agricultural population of both this 

Dominion and the United States ia favourable 
to abetinen* from stimulants, a circumstance 
largely explained by the very nature of their 
calling. It follows almost as a natural con­
sequent* that prohibitory laws will be enacted 
in sections where the vast proportion of the 
copulation belong to the farming community. 
Such, indeed, is being the practical result ex- 
lerieticed on this continent. Our North- 
West enjoys a prohibitory measure, and there 
ieem to be few complaints raised on that 
score by settlers. The amendment to the 
constitution of Kansas, which has jnst been 
adopted by the people by a vote of 91,874 
yeas to 84,037 nays, declares that the manu­
facture and sale of intoxicating liquors shall 
be fdrever prohibited in the State, except for 
medicinal, scientific, and mechanical'pur­
poses. The total vote for Resident at the 
same election was 201,200, and the total vote 
for the amendment 175,911. The question 
was made a nbn-partisan one, and even beer- 
loving Germans supported the amendment 
The effect of prohibitory legislation supported 
by the people will no doubt be seen in full 
operation In Kansas, and the experiments 
will prove useful in arriving at a true solution 
of the drink problems.

The Boston correspondent of the Halifax 
Herald, who is sending to that journal a 
series of very instructive letters on toe labour 
market of the United States as compared 
with that of Canada, which are full of good 
counsel to intending exodists—to which they 
will doubtless give as little heed as ambitious 
young men usually do to such advice—gives a 
startling statement, contrasting the experi­
ence of a number of young men who left 
Nova Scotia for various parts of the States 
with that of some who remained at home. A 
suggestion was offered by one of the provin­
cial newspapers last winter, at the time the 
Colorado fever was at its height, that a list 
of names of members of families who emi­
grated should be written ont, and also » list 
of those belonging to the same families who 
remained in the province, and the results 
compared. The correspondent refers to such 
a list, embracing fifty-five boys out of seven­
teen families, located in one of the rural 
settlements of Nova Scotia. Twenty-two of 
the number went abroad, of whom fifteen 
found reverses, ruin, and premature graves. 
Five out of the thirty-three who located in 
various parts of their own country are dead, 
two in difficulties, and the remaining twenty - 
six in flourishing circumstances. These par­
ticulars toll more powerfully than any sus­
tained argument in favour of toe comparative 

of Canada. There may be fewer 
>ut the general

The English Burial Act is productive of 
bequpttt difficult!* between Nonconformists 
claiming the right of sepulture far their 
friends te the parish churchyards aad toe 
clergymen in charge. A question recently 
arow * to whether the Act covered the osse 
of non-parishioners. A Nonconformist in 
Lowton claimed the right to inter his son, 
who* pis* of residence was "ofltside the 
parish, m the churchyard with the servie* of 
the denomination to which he belonged. T1 

*r denied his right to do to, and on the 
day fixed for the funeral the gat* were fonad 
looked and no mre dug. A painful see 
ensued, but finally the clergyman gave way, 
and the interment took place at night As 
an English paper truly wye:—“Every ooour- 

nce like this at Lowton place» a new and 
effeetive weapon in the hands of toe Libera­
tion Society. ______ ~ .< y „ :

The Scott Act is being tried te New Bruns­
wick, but so far it has not suppressed the 
liquor traffic. The Moncton Timet reporte 
that the Act is * dead-letter in King’s 
county, or at least at Sussex. “ We have 
information from several sources, " it says, 
“that there is no difficulty in obtaining 
liquor at half a score of places within a stone's 
throw of Sussex station, and that, at all 
events, liquor is drank quite as freely there 
aa before the Soott Act came in for*. The 
Act do* not appear to be working very well 
at Fredericton, either, at the present time, 
though it was rigidly enforced at toe oom- 
menwmenV’ The experience of the people 
6f New Brunswick is the same as that of the 
people of New England—that it irsasy to 
pa* a prohibitory law, but difficult to secure 
Its enforcement; unis* it is fully to ueeerdsn* 
with publie opinion.

British Columbia is ^divided in opinion on 
the railway question * it will be laid before 
the Dominion Parliament The islanders

Satisfied with toe prospect in railway matters. 
There*nt resolutions of a Victoria meeting 
are Warmly denounced by the Dominion 
Pacific Herald. It ridicules toe threat of 
secession, and warns toe Victorians that they 
must net expect the mainland to join them in 
useless and senseless secession bluster so long as 
there is manifested by the Dominion Govern­
ment a reasonable endeavour to fulfil the pi 
eipal railway obligation. The Herald in th 
words puts the ease In a nutshell. The 
landers talk secession at the very time when 
» portion ef the mate line fa being built 
within the - fa B S

Ontario barrister, is the < 
to Victoria. Considerable discussion 
taken place on this subject in Parliament. 
Th* Apt to provide the salari* passed the 
Commons in 1879, but was thrown out in the 
Senate. It was passed in both Houses last 
session after much discussion. The main fact 
that the new appointments involved no ad­
ditional cost to the country appealed strongly 
to the common sense of the Lower House. 
Mr. Mills alto Mr. Blake offered a good deal 
of hostility to the measure, but without 
effect The gentlemen who have been ap- 

ointed fulfil the necessary condition of 
ting excellent lawyers.

The appointment of Sir John George Shaw 
Lefevre, K.C.B., to the responsible position 
of'First Commissioner of Works, is another 
indiration of Radical ascendancy in toe Im- 

Cabinet, toe politics of toe new official 
_ in accord with those of Messrs. Bright 

and 'Chamberlain. Sir 8haw Lefevre was 
bom'in January,X1797, and is consequently 
nearly eighty*four years of age, having been 
in public life tin* 1824, when he represented 
Petersfield in the Liberal interest in the first 
Reformed Parliament. During his lengthy 
political career he has snocessrully filled the 

lition of Under-Secretary of State for the 
lonies, Poor law" Commissioner, Joint As­

sistant Secretary to the Board of Trade, 
Deputy Clerk of the ParUagicnts, and Civil 
Servi* Commissioner. In ,1856 he was ap- 
minted Clerk of the Parliaments, which office 
îe resigned in 1875, and is an Ecclesiastical 

Commissioner mid Vice-Chancellor of the 
University of London. The significance of 
his appointment at the present crisis arises
in Ireland'hf'oonnection*with the Land Act 
Of 1870. _____________

North Ontario has no le* than four rail­
way schemes on hand. The first is the To­
ronto and Ottawa road ; but if this should 
not pass through the locality, then the Port 
Perry and Uxbridge link will claim the at­
tention of the munieipaliti* * completing 
the connection north and south through the 
county. The third scheme is the extension 
of toe Whitby and Port Perry line from 
Manilla station, Mariposa, in a northerly 
direction. The fourth is the propoeed exten­
sion of this toad from Manilla to Graven- 
hurst, A distance of about fifty miles. No 
doubt it is desirable, to open up the back 
country as rapidly as practicable, and no ob­
jection ran be offered to this being done by 
private corporations. But municipalities 
should be careful not to burthen themselves 
too heavily with railway bonuses. The last 
named project aims at tapping the future 
trade over the Pacific railway, and ia no 
doubt in itself commendable ; but the peo­
ple of tiie oounjy of Ontario should hesitate 
before agreeing to the proposal to grqnt aid 
to the extent of $6,000 per mile, or $850,000 
in all, for any railway undertaking.

The Montreal Star, discussing the question 
of the route of the Western grain trade, 
pointa out that the natural and shorter high­
way to the ocean has been abandoned for the 
longer one, owing to the shrewdness of West­
ern railroad managers in connection with the 
Erie canal The comparative statements of 
Montreal with the various Atlantic porta of 
the United States, show that Montreal’s grain

cent, since 
Baltimore, 

liphia, 700 per cent 
These southern ports, which are actually 
from 500 to 800 mil* further removed from 
Liveroool than we ere, are fast outstripping 
Montreal This is owing, it contends, to the

i the province.

The revision ef the New Testera sot has at 
length been completed, the 103rd and last 
(eeaion ef the xstieo* being concluded on the

and capital to that bestowed in secur­
ing the trade for the American ports would 
ensure the transportation of four-fifths of the 
wheat trade to Canadian companies for six 
months of the year. " What is wanted,” 
says the Star, “ u larger propellers to run as 
far as Kingston i the organisation of proper 
transfère at that port; toe abolition of canal

,--------—e—
advantages <

i nb other capital 
I brains it much higher here 1

er capital than th 
i higher here than

their hand 
there.

The Halifax Winter Port question has been 
revived, and Liberals are trying to make 
more political capital against the Government 
The charges put forward by the Chronicle art 
that, owing to some fault of the members for 
the county or of the Government Which they 
were elected to support, Boston is hereafter 
to become toe Winter Port of the Dominion ; 
that from some malicious mop vs which no 
one could surmise, the Dominion Government, 
or Sir Hugh Allan, or both of them combined, 
had determined that hereafter all freight for 
the Upper Provinces carried by toe Allan 
steamers should be landed at Boston, instead 
of at Halifax—as has been the case during the 
past two winters. The reply given by the 
Herald is complete and satisfactory. The 
Allan agents at Halifax, in the first place, 
denied the statements. The chargee were re­
iterated, and the Herald “ by authority " 
rebuts them with toe following statements :— 
“The assertions of the Chronicle, that the 
Allans have determined to make Boston the 
winter port, or to act any differently towards 
Halifax than they have heretofore, are wholly 
without foundation. So far as known by the 
Allans, their agents, or the Government, 
there is no reason to suppose otherwise than 
that as much Canadian freight will be landed 
at Halifax this winter as formerly. The 
Government have done all that they have 
been asked to do by the Allans, and will con­
tinue to do all in their power towards induc­
ing Upper Previn* shippers to have, their 
goods forwarded vte Halifax.” This political 

pedo, like others need by the liberals, such 
Senate abolition, minority representation, 

and electoral purity, has buret in their hands.

The Irish criminal-statistics for 1879 are of 
special interest * showing how far crime was 
affected by the distress caused by the failure 
of the harvest. It is noticeable that while 
the whole number of indictable offences was 
8,069, or an increase of 1,130 over 1878, 
offences against the person were fewer than 
in either of the preceding years. Despite the 
Land League agitation, which had attained 
considerable headway, there was a reduction 
in the number of murders, attempts to mur­
der, wounding, and assault. Ordinary offences 
against property, such as burglary and 
larceny, show an increase of 378, and 
malicious offences an • ad van* of 165, while 
threatening letters and notices rose from 130 
to 750. Notwithstanding the special circum­
stances favourable to criminal outbreaks, it is 
noted that the number of indictable offences 
is proportionately le* than in England. 
Judging from the newspaper reports, the 
statistics of the present year, while they will 
show a great meres* under the head of 
assaults, threatenings, malicious injuries, snd 
the like, will continue to compare not un­
favourably with too* of England in the mat­
ter of homicide, which has been very frequent 
in England lately, as well as with regard to 
ordinary offences against property. In fact, 
when a fair comparison between Irish and Eng­
lish crime is made it is difficult to see how the 
Ministry could have corns to any other con­
clusion than that re*ntiy arrived at—to give 
up all idea of coercive measures, and carry 
out existing laws. If two or three assassina­
tions of landlords were held sufficient to war­
rant i 
the i
English people i 
liberty of the subject—unless, indeed, the 
life of a landlord were regarded ss more 
sacred than that of an ordinary person, a 
doctrine not laid down by any of the authori­
ties. . ■ _______ ____ _

By a. simple system of registered numbers, 
Messrs. Tuckett 4 Billings ran till which of 
their workmen manipulated any particular 
plug of their “ Myrtle Navy” tobacco, if the 
caddy which contained it is known. Should 
any imperfection be found in any plug, there­
fore, they ran at on* single oat the workman 
—from among their SOU hands—who is re­
sponsible for it. This system works se 
thoroughly that the complainte do not aver- 
ege one for every 900,000 plugs tinned oeti
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