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reported the house could not debate
the matter X y
Unfortunately for this plan, one of

TRANSCONTINENTAL e ot 2
nox, had had the prevision to pass

a resolution that the proceedings and

Abundance of Rock and

evidence be reported to the house day

i by day. The language of this motion,
Little Earth According tOjwhich was declared carried, was ab-

Contractors -- Pugsley’s Methods of Letting s e clear and explicit.

The All-Grit remnant took the line

Dredging Contracts--Favorite begins Work be=|ot obliging the clerk to draw up a

garbled report, stating that the evi-

fore Tenders are Opened--How Fielding Was|5c,ce “printed”—not reported—day by

Outwitted--An Atterupt made to Hide Damag- |dey. e

Conservatives, however,
complained of this in the house, and

ing Evidence in Lumsden Case--Newspaper e |in particular, Mr. Borden administer:

Ordered Out of Committee.

bd a most severe -castigation to the
chairman of the committee, Mr. Victor
Geoftfrion. %

The Lumsden inquiry is still pro-
ceeding. It is worth while remember-
ing how the over-classification charges
made by the former chief engineer
work out. Six cases have been given
already; here are two more:
=Fase No. 7—On this piece-of work

the government engineers returned

12014 yards solid rock, 9550 yards of
loose rock, and 5867 yards earth, work-
ing out at $24,028. Mr. Lumsden says
there was DO solid rock at all, and
about one eighth was loose rock and
g ven eighths each. This would
have cost $6,765. Thus there was an
over-payment of $17,273, or 266 per
cent.

Case No. 8—Here the engineers re-
turned 42,460 yards solid rock, 265568
yards loose rock, and 37154 yards of
earth. This worked out at $84,771. Mr.
Lumsden said that there was no solid
rock and about a quarter of the whole
work loose rock, with the rest earth.
On this basis the honest price would
have been $30,003. Thus the over-
payment was $54,767, or 182 per cent.

Thus the eight cases so far examin-
ed work out thus:

No. 1—Proper cost, $4,420; actual
cost, $14,636; over-payment -$10,218,
or 230 per cent.

No. 2—Proper cost, $1,735; actual
cost, $7,711; over-payment $5,976, or
344 per cent.

No. 3—Proper cost $1,069; actual
cost $4,198; over-paymsnt $3,138, or
296 per cents S, B 4

No. 4—Proper cost $1,616; actual
cost $5,857; over-payment $4,241, or
262 per cent.

No. 5—Proper cost $3,440; actual
cost $11,735; over-payment $8,295, or
241 per cent.

No. 6—Proper cost $4,702; actual
cost $10,303; over-payment $5,600, or
199 per cent.

No. 7T—Proper cost $6,765; actual
cost $24,028; over-payment $17,273, or
255 per cent.

No. 8—Proper cost $30,003; actual
cost $84,771; over-payment $54,767, or
182 per cent.

On the whole eight cases the figures
are: Proper cost, $63,730; actual cost,
$163,239; overpayment $109,509, or 203
per cent. Thus these pieces of work
cost just thrice what Mr. Lumsden, the
government’s own engineer, says was
honest and right. Mr. Lumsden could
not digmiss the men who made these
outrageous over-classifications, and
when he complained the Transcontin-
ental Commission dismissed him.

Pugsley at St. John

M. Pugsley’s way of doing things has
once more been laid bare. His depart-
ment is entering upon extensive dredg-
ing operations at St. John, N.B. The
work will last for gevergl years and
will amount to geveral million dollars.
Bit by bit the facts have come out, and
here is how the story stands.

The Department advertised for the
work. It did not say how much it was.
It did not say how long it would last.
It did not say where it was to be
done. There were no plans, There
were no surveys. Thus the position
was that if a man whom Mr. Pugsley
disliked got the contract, he could be
set to work at difficult and expensive
places, and ruined; while if a man
whom Mr. Pugsley liked got it, he
could be given easy work. It happen-
ed that a contractor whom Mr. Pugs-
ley dislikes very much put in a ten-
der, but khowing the gituation he had
to guard himself and so his figures
were high.

There were two other contractors
who put in tenders. One was the Do-
minion Dredging Company of Ottawa,
which means Gordon Stewart, son of
Robert Stewart, until 1908, Liberal
member for Ottawa; it was very suc-
cessful in getting dredging contracts.

The other was the Maritime Dredging
and Construetion Company of St. John
otherwise John E. Moore, principal
owner of the St. John Telegraph, and
a great friend of Mr. Pugsley:. See
what happened.

Gordon Stewart could not find out
what the work was exactly. He was
not allowed to ascertain that it was
to extend over a long term of years.
He asked the engineers at St. John
and at Ottawa and they could or would
tell him nothing. If anything he was
mislead. So he put in a bid that was
much higher than he would have done
if he had known that the work was
for a term of years. Furthermore,
the advertisement said that the ten-
derer must have on hand, at the mo-
ment of tendering, dredges registered
in Capada. So Gordon Stewart made

The All-Grit committee could mnot
haste and ordered one or. two expen- stand the publicity thus thrust upon
them, and they backeu down. First
M of all a meeting was held at which
& ;r;rrownzhi:::ww::;u:vt:e J:::; tney explained that the garbling had

i i all been done by the clerk; when he
term of years. He knew where the|had thus been given the floor and a
work was contemplated. He put in | synopsis of what he was expected to
varying bid for varying portions of say furnished him in advance, the

the work. He did not bother about clerk rose and sald qutpe o

getting dredges. He got the contract. The matter of reporting to the
house remained. The remnant held
But on one part of the work his fig-

ures were higher than Stewart’s, that another meeting, which they intended

te. -
would not do; so a quiet arrangement to hold in priva Bet tyn Conmr

was made behind Stewatr's back that ‘::':;;:ezewsé’:gzs:gzn;;ei;i 0;;:{ a.x:::
Moore was to do the work—at Ste- :

3 the remnant, who dearly wanted to
wart’s price. When all was secure,
meet in private, and yet dared not
Moore bought an American dredge,
which he did not tak the thauble 4 take the odium of expelling the press.
. ot take the trouble W0 |myey gent the clerk to tell them that

register.
the presence of the press was not de-
When the facts began to come out, sire(ll) .

Mr. Pugsley’s apologists set going 2| Npw neither of the journalists is a
story that the Stewart interests had small man and one of them has &n
been consulted and had assented ¥,y reputation asan old-time foot-
the arrangement. But it turns out that}, ., player. He hasa forbidding face
Stewart protested vigorously. First he withal; windows have been known to
was angry at having been Kept iDiy,epx when he smiled in over-close
mﬁ dark. = proximity to them. He %miled on this
We ‘tendered for this Work,” he},.cqgion. “That is why we are here,”
wrote angrily to the minister, “without | s053 he.
having any knowledge of the quantity “Quite so,” said the clerk, and tact-
of material to be removed, as we could fully withdrew.
get no information from the officers | gg the remnant went on.and talk-
of your department either in Ottawa| .3 in whispers. ~They decidéd to re-
or St. John, as to this work, and 10| ,q¢ the proceedings, but not the evi-
plans of the work could be shown US, | gence.. Still- trying to choke off gde-
as no surveys had been taken so that | pate. you see: ;
in ten:lerlng, we based our prices on| pater thé Conservative members
an ordinary season’s work, as Wwe >
| wonld- paturally 3o considering -t s ’:;‘;ggg‘“m“;‘:
the deposit cheque called for Was|ynjleasant debate in the house if théy
only $6,000 did not come down completely. So

And later, when!' he found that his they came. On Tuesday they held yet
rivals had the work at his own fig- another hurried meeting, and decided
ures he wrote again in angry Pro-|;; report proceedings and evidence—
test. But in neither case did he get|;,s¢ what M. Lennox had demanded
any satisiaction from the minister. days ago.

Note two things pbout this case.| ' Anq so volumes of evidence, which
First, see how high the cost is. Theip,g peen locked up, kept even from
Dominion Dredging Company eXpress-|,empers of parliament by the policy
ly says that if it had been given fair | ¢ silence are now released.
treatment it would have bid far lower.| That is the remant’s record up to
Thus Mr. Pugsley carefully avoided|,yn. Easter holiday.
getting the lowest price possible.

Secondly, notice if they do not stand
in with Mr. Pugsley. Four of Mr. Probabie Delay.

John E. Moore’s dredging contracts Ottawa, March 27.—There is 2
have been investigated. - In three his |movement on foot to postpone the
dredges were set to work, either be-|holding of the Dominion Conservative
tore tenders were called for or be- | sonvention wmtil 191L This move
fore they were opened. In this case 5
competitors were scientifically jockey- ment was originated among the Rige
ed out of the way. Contracts are not ern wing of the party and is being
awardeg fairly. promote don the ground that June 15,
Flelding Outwitted 1910, would be an unsuitable date as
ar as the general public is concerned,

At the moment of writing the tariff|anq it would be equally unsuitable
negotiations between Canada and the[gom a political standpoint because
United States are hanging in the wind, | o¢ geveral thorny questions which it
with govermental apologists hinting at |is gaid had better be gotten out of
a surrender. The most important de-|ihe way before the convention meets.
velopment, however, has been the ac-| mThough the movement may not be
tion of France, which has conceded |gyccegsful there is mo doubt that it
to the United States her whole min-igngs support in certain quarters. It
imum or “conventional” rate of duties.|is gtrongly opposed particularly by

Our whole present disagreement|ihe western element, who urge that
with the United States springs from|ine present is a most opportune time
the Franéo-Canadian Treaty. Our pref-|eo. the convention, and that faith
erential treatment of the Mother Coun-| ity the party in general should be
try has been expressly recognized bY|yept It is admited on all sides that
the United States as a domestic mat- | pe June date is a mistake owing to
ter, over which they can .feel DO|ipg fact that courts and militia camps
grievance. But the French Treaty|wm be under way then. FHowever
does give to France a distinct pref-|;+ i thought that a month’s  post-
erence over the United States. More- ponement could be arranged without
over, Mr. Fielding hoped that Canada|jimeulty.
would get better treatment on certain
lines in France than the United States,
for instance, he declared that Cana-
dian harvesters would enjoy a prefer-
ence of $8.00 a machine in France
over American harvesters. However,
France gave us only a part of her “con-
ventional” or minimum tariff. -

This bargain brought the present
tariff .row upon our hands and gave
the United States an excuse to club us
into lowering our tariff on American

sive dredges.

Settlers For Vonda

Montreal March 28—The commence-
ment of a lively move of immigra-
tion of French-Canadians to Saskat-
chewan will be made in a few days
when Father Berube, 2 well kmown
French priest, now resident in the
western province, will leave with 100
French-Canadian families=to gettle in
the Vonda district of Saskatchewan.
goods. Then France gave the United Father Berube, who 1is enthusias-
States all she had given us, and more. tic in the movement to get good repre-
Thus the net situation is that the sentation of French-Canadians into the
Americans give nothing, get Dbetter far west, returned a few weeks ago
ireatment from France than we do, | When he expects to send 500 families
and have a lever on us which they | from this province to settle in Sas-

are twisting for all they are . worth. katchewan. -
Mr. Fielding has been ignominously .
outwitted. Crazed Visitor.
The Lumsden Case Halbrite, Sask,, March 25—A man,
The All-Grit remnant of the Lums- | giving the name ‘of Jim Flynn, about
den committee pursues its devious 30 years, weighing about 250 pounds,
way, making an average of one ‘break with a reddish complexion and red
per day with unfailing regularity. hair, was brought into town today in
It began by managing things so un- a crazy condition.? He is supposed to
fairly that the Conservative members | have fallen off the train yesterday
withdrew from the committee in pro-|morning from Portal. He gives his
test. Then it was afraid to have its address as Thiensville and Mequar,
conduct discussed in parliament, and |Wis. He has a receipt showing he
made plans to suppress discussion un-|Was in Milwaukee on March 22,,and
til the incident had been forgotten. | be claims he had two partners by, the
The way in which it hoped to manage | names of Frank Rodger and Frank
this was to omit to report; until it | Germsel, going to Lethbridge.

GETS TO WORK

First Day Spent in Gettghg
Documents—C o m mission
will Adjourn for a Week—
Clark will Testify.

Waterways contract opened this fiorn
ing with an impo*slné“arﬁy“of oo
sel in the legislative chambers. w. 1.
Nash, K.C., and Le M, Johnstone are
official counsel. P. J. Nolan represents
Premier Rutherford and D. M, Biggar

attorney general Cross. Norman Me-
Kenzie, K.C., Regina, is watching the
interests of J. K. Cornwall, whose vote
was challenged on the grounds that
he was a member of the company }I
A. Robson, K.C., Winnipeg, repre-
sents the Waterways company, and R
B. Bennett, assisted by H. H. Farles,
represents the insurgents. &

At the outset, Mr. Robson, KL.
took exception to the “appearance Hf
Mr. Bennett on the ground that his
cross-examination ‘would be an at-

»

tempt to investigate Great Wateway?

olution appointing the commissio

the public interest and he assertel
that "the sixteen. insurgents represent- |
ed publie interests.

of Mr. Bennett was ‘& reflection og
the counsel appointed by the com®
mission. £
The commission upheld ‘Mr. Ben:
nett the chairman stating they deem-
ed it unwise to interfere with the
cross-examination of any counsel pre-
sent in order that the public may
be satisfled that the investigation
was complete. : s
Mr. Robson announced positively
that President Wm. Clark would ap*
pear personally to testify.

The secretary, A. D. Harvie. Q
duceq the flles s Produced i
house and as he had i1 j
file “A,” the attorney general’s de-
partmental file, file “B,” that’of the
treasury department, file “C, that of
the public works department, file “D,”
including miscellaneous correspon-
dence, while file “E” included mort-
gages and agreements.

Premier Rutherford prought down
two letters he had received since the.
legislature adjourned, also the origin-
al of Mr. Cushing’s letter to him on
October T7th lat, and swore that to
the best of his knowledge, these were
all the documents on his files.

M. J. McLeod, deputy provincial
treasurer and clerk of the Execative
council, -brought down two letters'
he had received since the legislature
adjourned and swore that those were;
all he knew of. v

duee documents and correspondence
relating to his connection with ‘the

‘Athabasca syndicate and the Great

Waterways and swore that all his
correspondence had been turned over
to his solicitor.

J. C. Trowbridge, assistant tlerk of
the executive eouncil, produced* cop-
ies of letter and telegrams written to
him from New York by M. J. Me-
Leod and swore that these were all
he had or knew about. ; :
Attorney General Cross produced
his personal files of letters between
himself and Clarke and Minty, and
swore that those were all he had
knowledge of. ;
R. R. Bennett severely cros-exam-
ined all of these witnesses but secuf-
ed no more than their. oath that they
had produced all the documents they
had any knowledge of. ’Mr. Bennett
produced the fact in his cross-exam-
ination of the Premier that the Pre-
mier had made no personal investiga-
tion of his files before bringing them
to the legislature to see that all let-
ters were  there. He had merely
asked McLeod and Woods to bring
down all documents.

The afternoon session was devoted,
as was the morning session, to _ex-
amining witnesses wit ha view to se-
curing all the documentary evidence
possible relating to the A. and G. W.
Several witnesses were examined and
there was no prying deeply into mat-
ters than necessary to learn if all
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‘ to the Ladies’. Wear
A splendid range of
also.

The Millinery

The promise of the opening is more than fulfilled.
More hats—and prettier hats—than you will see
anywhere else at prices that are distinctively our
There are over one hundred beautiful Pat-
tern Hats in stock at present to select from, so that
whether you want to pay three-fifty or twenty
dolars, you’ll find something you will like.

A visit
Department will please you.
Misses’ and Children’s Hats

' Thé New Coats

i

) ‘g’he Prices—

Fresh arrivals keep/ our stock large and well assort-
ed. +'This week we have received some very handsome
_garments in Black, Navy, Mousse, Shepherd’s Plaids,
¥and two-tone Fawn and Grey Stripes.
. the iny one of its kind—they re exclusive.

- $16.50, $18, $21 and $22.50 %
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documents had been produced that
could be.
8. B. Woods Examined

8. B. Woods, ex-deputy attorney-
general, was the first witness and he
explained to the best of his ability
how thé files were short of various
letters and telegrams. Some tele-
grams had been received late by him
at his home and he had telephoned

{some of the replies. The letter speak-

£ e

Clarke had shown him in the Alberta
hotel i Edmonton. Mr. Woods said
he thought he was the only member
of the government who had ever .seen
this agreement. He admitted to the
taking of a letter from Minty and des-
troying it. Thi was about February
10th or 12th of this year. The.letter
was a public document, but said that
Minty had a copy ‘of the letter and
can produce it if he desires, said Mr.
Woods.
J. A." Thom, private secretary for
the attorney-general, followed. He
testified that all of the private Clarke
and Minty files of the Hon. C. W.
Dross were down and that the filet
had never to his knowledge been tam-
‘pered” with. \

C.P.R. Telegraph Files
Supt. McMillan, of she ¢ PR,
tel_egxaph, was next called and ex
plained to the commission’ that owing
to the rule of secrecy of the telegraph
offices he did not wish to show agy
more telegrams than were necessary.
He said that the subpoena which had
peen served on the local manager
was a broad one and embraced: all
business carried on by certain peoplc
petween 1908 to date. Files of all
telegrams up to seven months ago had
peen destroyed ,as was the rule of of-
fice. x
Mr. Walsh and Mr. Johnstoae,
counsel for the commission, decided
to go to the telegraph office and per-
sonally look over the files to pick out
‘suc.h teleg‘rams as are relevant to the
tnguiry Bow being conducted.  MI.

was taken tomorrow there would
probably be an adjournment for a
week or longer, at least a week, in
order to allow himself and Mr. Johu-
stone to examine the telegrams.
After that, Mr. Cushing, Mr. Clarke
and Mr. Goddard wgl be examined
with regard to the discovery or the
locating or production of more docu-
ments. Mr. Cushing is now east; Mr.
Goddard, who is sort of secretary for
the A. and G. W., is ill in Winnipeg,
and ‘Mr. Clarke is somewhere, just
where no one knows, though = Mr.
Minty says he can locate him tomor-
row if some one will give him defin-
ite instruections or information as to
just when Mr. Cldrke will, be called
upon to tstify. At the morning ses-
sion Premier Rutherford, ' Attorney-
VGeneral Cross, M. J. MecLeod, Deputy
Treasurer; J. K. Cornwall, M.P.P. for
Peace River; J. Trowbridge, secretary
to the executive council, were exam-
ined 8nd all said they had supplied
all ‘documents they had to the com-
mission.

The Exodus

Quebeg; March 924—S8everal mem-
bers of the legislature were surprised
today by the statistics from the fed-
eral agent of colonization showing
that during the year 1909 at least 19,
093 people have left their homes in the
rural districts of the province of Que-
bec, the great majority of whom left
the province altogether. The startling

s s :.,..,., »

‘Walsh then said that after evidence ;
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Make her work pleasant and

Cabinet.

You wonder why your wife is tired!
Your day’s work is lightened every day. Everything is in order

around. You stop all the endle-s
stepping, stooping and stretching. t

But your wife at home takes hundreds of needless steps for all
the things a Chatham Kitchen Cabinet keeps in easy reach.

Add to your wife’s life an hour or two of leisure every day.
Save her 500 needless steps a day.

If your wife has any thought of enjoying life she will want a

If she is economical she will want one sure.
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W. J. M. Wright 1743 Rose St.

them always in stock.
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part of this, as viewed by the members
of the legislature, is that of the fore-
going total, 10,051 people left Quebec
for the United States. Of this exodus
but 711 went to the northwest,

Trip to Venus

Boston, March 28—Willlam Sidis,
the 11-year-old mathematic prodigy at
Harvard, has been delving into the
mysteries of aerial navigation. From
one of the instructors it is learned that
Sidis believes that he has solved the
problem of navigating the air. i

His plan has to do with the alpha
rays that are given off from radium,
These rays are small particles of mat-
ter which leave the radium with great
torce. Working upon this basis, Sidis
believes that by attaching a block of
radium to the stern of his airship, the
propelling power will be derived from
the force with which the alpha rays
leave the radium in the same manner
that a skyrocket s propelled throqg'h
space. Sidis declares such a terrific
speed will be generated that it will
take one to the planet Venus in twenty
minutes.
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HEAD OFFICE, TORONTO

Capital Authorized .. ..
Capital Paid Up .. .. ..
Reserve Fund .. .. .. ..

$10,000,000
5,000,000
5,000,000

D. R. WILKIE, President.
HON. ROBT. JAFFRAY, Vice-President.
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AGENTS IN GREAT BRﬁ'AIN:
Lloyds Bank, I.td. 71 Lombard St. London

BRANCHES IN PROVINCES OF
MANITOBA, SASKATCHEWAN, AL-
BERTA, QUEBEC, ONTARIO, BRITISH

COLUMBIA.

Farming and general business transacted.

Savings Bank Department

Interest allowed at curre
date of deposit. o i

.

* REGINA BRANCH
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