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W. L. Scott of Ottawa~Spoke
at Children’s Aid So-
ciety Mbetmg

“The delmquent ch’ildren of to-
day are/ the adult criminals of to-
morrow in the making,” sdid W. L.
Scott, of "Ottawsa, president of the’
Childreh’s 'Aid- :Séecisty .'of: Canada, 4
in an address. on “The ~ Juvenile
Court and the Probation System for

Children,”” delivered at the "annual

meetmg of the local ‘Children’s Aid'l valuable

Society ‘held yesterddy - afternoon.
“It is wiser and less. expensive~to
save the children, now than t¢
punisl ‘the  criminals hereafter,’

Mr. Scott continued.-

In his address the speaker show
ed a keen insight into the work ot
children’s.welfare, and a Kkeen ap-
preciation of :the  difficulties to be
faced. His remarks held a ‘wealth
of suggestion and . encouragement
for tho8e engaged in the work, and
were heard with hearty apprecia-
tion by all present.

Mr. Scott.spake also at the Rot-
ary Club luncheen at .ndon yesters
day. Judge~Hardy paid’ a hign ‘tin-
bute to Mr. Scott,” who he declared
had given invaluable service to the
cause of child weltare.. /
Environment Causes Delinquency.

The question of juvenile delin-
quency, declared Mr.. Scott, was an
extremely practical 6né for busines:
men, for it lay at the root of adult
crime. Too many looked on crime
as inevitable, but; to a great degree,
it was preventible.- Crim{nals un-
like poets, are magde,’ and mnot born}
and they are made for “the .most
part in childhood. " :A_ child is like
a lump ‘of putty, ‘soff at first and
easily moulded,. taking. its . shape
from its ‘su onndings Heredity
indubitably excﬁ'msed a great infiu-
ence on the “physicak’ and mental
make-up of .. the. - individual, but
environment ' was . responsiblé - for
his moraL character.- A child comes |
into the #world nelther moral nor{
immoral, but wn-moral. Morality.
is something-that must be acquired.
A child can no more be born a
criminalithan it ecan be bora with
a knowleflge ‘of the Greek languagm

Abnormal Delinquents, °

It was once thought that a erim-
inal could be recognized by certain
physical chardeteristics. These are
now known te 'be eharacteristics
not of criminah’g but of low &r
abnorrrraﬂ"mentahty ‘A" person of|
abnormak mentality is, of course,
not necessarily a: crimliinal, but he
is more liable to’become one than
a personi.‘of normal mentality.  In
some cag@ies, juvenile delinquency
was due "to physical defects. -Ade-
noid groyi’th 5eye strain = or “other
defects robbe child of ‘th e
force neeg§ed éiﬁrﬁvl
ary functions of the body, and re-
sulted iniabnormality. Ian Ottawa.{
a boy had been cured of thievery by
an operation -whieh" straightened
his crooked neck.

Juvenile Court.
| Apart from these cases, however,
and they*were not more than ten
per cent.; of the. first ' offenders,
children who broke the. law mwere
simply ordinary young~ folks, and

2l and a viewpoint and methods the .
he erim- |
Anal “ecourt. . The? juve et court |

their moral conditjon the result of
environment.  Unti

treated as adult cnminals but since

‘bation “for children had.marked a
-widespread  reform. The juveniled
court was far.more than a separate
court for children; it had a,s'p“lrit

very opposlte of those-

strove - {o help 4nd - dorrect, rather|®
than to detect and punish  Seven
Doys appeared” before “a- juwenile
court judge in Denver, and the chiet
of- police -pressed for their punish-
ment - for stealing bicycles. -
“‘Chief,” gaid the judge, “you: are
Lhinkrm, of seven valuable bieyclés,
while am thinkifig of seven in-
citizens.” Briefly,~ the
fundamental ideal <of the Juvenile

a quarter of a}l
century ago'such children -had beeﬁ :

court wgs paternalism, - =
: " Bad Homes for Children.

A" child 'did. not get into tigs ju-
venile court through pure- “edssed-
nessy’. There .was a cause; a.nd it
was ‘the court’s duty to disecover
that cause and to apply the proper
remedy, ¢ If the child had no ' mental
or physioal defects, home surround-
ings might be rpesponsible. BEven an
apparently respectable home might
not  be -adesirable -home  for chil-
dren. entering their ’teens. ' Undue
leniéney, or  undue geverity, either

were deplorable; Mr. BeottWwent on |

to cite several” classés of homnies
which, were not good homes for
growing ‘children. The Puritan

‘statement

- then the juvenile court and the pro- i &

Hon. Walter Long Gives His'
*’*"Reaaons for Britain’s -
3 Iusnstence

By (‘ourier Leased . Wire

- Lond Dee.. - 13.——(Canadian
Press D tch .. from Reuters) —
"‘Right Hon. .Walter Long, colonial
secretary, gave reasons. why the Ger-
mant eolonies should pe retained by |
the ' British. Empire in a speech  he
‘delivered yesterday at Oxford. He re-
¢alled the German atrocities upon
nalives, especially the disappearance
of ~eighty per cent. of the Herras
from 'Southeast Africa during the
German' regime. Mr. Long read a
from- five - chiefs fol
Kwancha, Cameroons,”who said that
after their experience with German
occupation, and after two, years of

A
mfin forever. ux;dér/the Brmsh f.hg.

and. begged for-an assurance that the
Germanrs would never be allowed: .to
return to . carry - out the orrible
threats of vengeance t lhad magde
swhen the Brifish drove em ouf.

A white book published by the Co-
lonial Office containing statements.of
native chiefs and., from, which. Mr.
Long quoted; deals . with conditions
under German rule;in the Cameroons.
Samoa, Togoland, German, Southwest
Africa and German Southeast Af\
1t: shows everywhere that the
tives hope. te remain.under British
tule. 4nd express joy at such a pros-
pect. In a few cases the chiefs said
they" were a,fraid to. say amything
lest, “after all their Jand shou be
restored to the Germaaus, J;la,d
threatened . them. with what thev
should . do- when the war was. over.
This fear failed to ,prevent a- prac
tically unanimqus appea.l for the re-
tention of the British flag frem the
ohlefs

same ystem of tyr_anny which
prod ed such hogrors in southwes!’
Afriea, was to be found in other Ger-
man colénies :in a more or less. de-

gree. ~Tpus German (East Africa_ in
every district the, first reason given

British occupation” they wished to re- by the natives for their preference

home, with the ideal I'd-rather-see- |=

my—boy dead-than-with- a - eard - §n-
‘his-hand, whieh. drove -even 'a good
child to d&speration; the  ¥Wome
where too much trust was,placeddn
children; where too little -aHowance
was made for youthful exuberance;
where a .bey was ceddled And
“babied” {ntil Ke flew to ‘the othel
extreme
game-sport’’; the = beilgerens
“hands-off-my-kid’’ - family, ‘whosy
child, became a _.baby terror because
backed up at home.

Work of Probation Oflicers

If a home could not be 1mprov'=d
thd child: should be removed. to a-
foster homée, The probation officer
should ‘bring his inflyende to beai
‘on.the ;child in moulding his ohar-
acter. Probation ‘was ' more thav
supervisfon, ’ it was constructive
work, it meant
and home-improving. The -probu-
tion officer must win the confidence
of - the child. - He must.guard ‘care-
' fully against anything tending tc
rouse a spidit of antagonism, A
good  probation - officer. would  be
put on-. his  mettle -hy -a difficult
case. ~He would look upon ‘it hs ‘&
test of his“own ability, and realize

that failure was 4 personal defeat, |

Success a personal triumph.
A powerful adjunct of the preba-
tion system -is ' the

"States. The ‘Big Brother
amateur : proba’d‘on ‘officer, who! de~

\‘:;ted ‘his 3 re t;i ﬁ mglqg,l*tm

back to the right path. D

“Mr. "Scott: closed with an appeal
to’ his hearers. - Those who could
not give thehgtxme to the we:k of
the -society oould at least contribute
to its funds. 'Canada sent mission-
aries to distant” lands; herd was
missionary work at our very -doors.

Both duty and. our _own interests|
called us to this field of endeavor, |

and none should lag 9ehind

Sweater Coats
Silk’ Muffler
- Silk Hose
Smt Py:amas

, Si!k.Suspender_s %
- Box Handkerchiefs
‘Silk- Lined 'Qo"fes"' <

Many Other Thmgs zor: Adornment and Comfort
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character-buﬂdlng ~

Big Brother | ===
movement carried on in the United =3
was an =

and played the = “dead- | ==

e
for British rule; is tha.t they are no

longer at the mercy of the ' German

police, from whom they suffered’ ex- |

tortion and maltreatmert  without
any possibility of.-obtaining redress,
Witnesses,. it is reported, were .fre~
quently tortured. and prisoners were
so brutally ill-treated that they died.
Even these cases brought no enquiry.
The ‘burden running through all the
‘stafements of the natives in Togo
land and the Cameroons fs  “flog:
ging,” “flogging,” e ally’ in con-
nection gwith {orced labor on' planta-
tioms, ~ Ll

OH.A.. EXECUTIVE. °

’

By Courier Leased Wire s x
_ Toronto, Dec. 12.—President R.

M. Glover, of the Ontario Hockey
Assoéia¥ion, completed'~the person-
nel of the execufive committee to-
day by the appointment -of P. §.
Pearce;. of Kitchener, and -George
MacKay, of Kingston, to the: board.
Preston and Seaforth have=gntered
the .junior, and intermediaté -series;
and Owen Sound. the junior only.

Guelph 0.A.C. will. compete .in. the"

inter‘mediaté series.

\ Christmas is nearly ﬁere, and dur stmh& is large—so large,_

duce it, we are offering bargains that, EVEN AS BARG‘
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