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A TREACHEROUS PREMIER.

Now that he has shamelessly repudi-
ated his pledge to repeal 'the two per
cent tax, Premier Prior will have to
reckon with the Provincial Mining
Association, and in so doing he will
have to face a condition that will prob-
ably result in his speedy and perma-~
nent retirement from British Columbia
politics.

For the time being the premier may
control a small majority of the legis-
lature by his evil influences, but he can
never hope to either control or cajole
the patriotic and publlmlrl;ed men

of which the Provincial Mining Aseo-
ciation is composed.

The Association was organized be-
cause the stupidity and recklessness
of the present as well as the preceding
government had brought the mining
industry to a condition far below the
prosperity that is justified by our mag-
nificent resources. The suggestion that
it be organized was no sooner made
than it was received enthusiastically
in every district of the province. It
has only been in existence a month or
two, but in that short space of time
thousands of the most patriotic and
public-spirited  citizens representing
almost every walk of life have hasten-
ed to become members, They recog-
mized the gréat need of such an organ-
ization because mining is rightfully
the chief industry of the vainoo but
that it cannot be to flourish
0 long as it is oppressed by.inimical
iegislation. &<

At the Victoria convention of the as-
sociation it was generally admitted
that the two per cent tax was as bad
as any burden now affecting the mines.
The demand for its repeal was carried
with a whoop.  If it were not in the

- best interests of the mining industry

and of the Province, why was this
done? Surely the gentlemen who at-
tended the convention knew what they
were advising; and they certainly were
actuated by nothing but the loftiest
motives.

And the Premier agreed with them at
the time and promiised $0 accede to
their demands. |

But our bumptious premier now
knows better. He knows more than all
the men who attended the Victoria
convention, and he as much as told
them so the other day when he declared
in the House that he did not intend to
repeal this iniquitous tax.

The premier now stands a self-con-

" ‘fessed traitor to the Provincial Mining

Association, and, having . burnt his
bridges behind him, may be expected
to give that organization a body blow
whenever an opportunity occurs. The
public may any day have sprung upon
them by the government press some
adroitly worded discussion calculated
to breed dissension among the mem-
bers of the association. i
S————
CORNERED AT LAST.

.ﬁ

The Viétoria dispatches to The Miner
anent the airing ‘of the East Kootenay
scandal in the legislature, may require
& little explanation to those who are
not familiar with all the circumstan-
ces.

Contrary to évery principle of good
government and in direct violation of
the rights of the people, the Columbia &
‘Western Railway, which is 'a part of
the Canadian Pacific system, was al-

| lowea to select certain lien lands in Bast

XKootenay, Pending the selection the
government placed a reserve on the sur-
face rights of the land. When the time
expired for the selection of these lands
by the railway company, a large area
remained unselected. However, a little
thing like that did not deter the rascals
at Victoria, from a deliberate attempt to

hand over everything by a crown grant|

specially authorized by an order-in-
council. The order-in-council was ac-
tually passed, and the crown grant, was
prepared and signed, It was afterwards
cancelled becaunse of the storm that was
evidently gltharlnl. 4
"At no time has there been a reserve on
ihe coal and petroleum rights on provin-|
clal government land .in° Bast Kootenay.
The chief commissioner of lands and
'orhmbeenfbrcod‘tolldﬁitthhin

the House. Reserves, if any, only ap-
plied to the surface rights. Knowing
this, and acting under the advice of the
best legal and engineer talent available,
a number of bona fide prospectors pro-
ceeded last summer to locate coal and
petroleum on erown lands in the Flat-
head and Lodge Pole valleys. They
have complied with every requirement
of thé law, but the commissioner of
lands and works has persistently re-
fused to accept:-the money that they
have tendered for licenses, and,
quently, no licenses have been
The attémpt to bluff these prospectors
out of their rights and parcel the land
out to the Victoria ringsters has failed
in every respect. The locators are ab-
solutely sure of their rights and stoutly
refuse to be victimized by any such ras-
cality,

Less than three months ago The Miner
became aware of the real facts of the
casze and lost no time in exposing it from
beginning to end. As a result the whole
province became aroused, and honest
men stand aghast at the rottenness of
the present government. A

The scandal has grown to be the fea-
ture- of the present session of the leg-
islature. The members had only just
convened when John Oliver, the mem-
ber from Delta district, brought the mat-
ter .to the attention of the House. He
was ruled out of order, but waited for
a bettér opportunity. Within a few days
he returned to the attack. He now has
ihe commissioner of lands and works
practically cornered and the government
self-confessed conspirators.

"~ Mr. Oliver'’s interrogatories to Chief
Commissioner Wells were very much
to the goint, except that his questions
referred to applications for “leases” in-
stead of “licenses.” The chief commis-
sioner was foxy enough to take advan-
tage of the mistake and easily answered
in the negative. But:this slip will be
remedied withih the next day or two.
The next time Mr, Oliver goes affer
the- chief commissioner, it will be to
ask: “Have any applications been re-
ceived for coal and petroleum LICEN-

SES in blocks 4503 and 4594 in South|.

East Kootenay?” The Miner is also in-
formed that Mr. Oliver intends at the
same time to ask the chief commissioner
in the house why he (the chief comnlis-
sioner) persistently refuses to issue li-
censes for coal and petrpléum lands in
the Plathead and Lodge Pole valleys to
prospeéctors who have complied with all
the requirements of the law. When these
guestions are answered the government
will be in such 'a predicament that it
would seem impossible for it to explain
away the rascality that has crept into
the afrair. :

It is highly gratifying to know that
the. government 'has been . com

foilled in its attempt to sacrifice the|

rights of the people to the C. P. R, and
the Victoria ring, but nothing can be
done to repair the injury that has been
inflicted upon the Kootenays by the fail-
ure of the government to grant the East

Kootenay licenses and so afford an op-|

portunity to break the fuel monopoly
that now controls the district.
———————

MINE TAXATION.

On Tuesday last the Colonist pub-
lished a timely contribution from A. C.
Galt of Rossland on the subject of the
two per cent tax, which will be found
in ‘another column. Mr. 'Galt makes a
strong appeal to the legislature “to do
a magnanimous act for once towards
our greatest industry which has been
enduring the greatest hardships for|
yeauput,u.ndmmua.bonullnthe
shape of freedom from taxation for a
few years.”

Almost incredible as it may seem,
the government organ actually listens
to the appeal and admits the wisdom
of adopting the course recommended.
Mr. Galt may well feel pleased at hav-
ing successfully stormed the citadel of
the champion of prohibitive taxation.

Itb.ot_eourle,toomuchtoexpoct
that the Colonist would capitulate
gracefully. Accordingly we find that
while it admits ‘Mr. Galt’s conclusion,
it “absolutely disagrees with him on
every one. of his premises, and on the
arguments he bases on them.” The fol-
lowing quotation from the editorial
will show the Colonist’s reasoning:

“He says that ‘the revenue derived
from the mineral Yax is' but a drop in
the bucket compared with the other
items of revenue which the govern-
ment realizes from ‘the mining indus-
try." _He speaks'also of amendment to
the' two per ‘cent’ tax -to'a tax on net
profits, as reducing a revenue of under
$100,000 to"a ‘revenue ‘of $25,000, and
then he says that doing away with this
taxation altogether- would be the ‘end
of the system of bleeding the industry
to death which has heretofore prevail-
ed.’ These propositions are obviously
lnconsutent with one another.”

The mmposed lneonnhtency is made
to appear by a palpable misquotation
from the léttér In Questioh. ' Mr. Galt
did not say that doing away with this
taxation would be the end of the sys-
tem of bleeding the industry-to death,
etc. What he 9id say was ‘that “A
bommchulha.ve-uuutedwomd
be taken to indicate the commence-

ment of a new attitude of encourage- | tural lands

ment to the mining industry and the

end of the system of bleeding the In-|

dutﬂ'hodeﬂ.h,ew." The fact of the
matter is that in referring to the fig-
ures applicable to the tax Mr. Galt
understated his case. The revenue de-

rived from the two per cent tax dure

ing the last fiscal year was far short
ottloo.mmwuonlymm The
$25,000 which Mr. Galt assumes to be
approximately what the government
would realize from a tax on net profits
is undoubtedly a very sanguine esti-
mate. We do not belleve that a tax
of ‘even five per cent on the net profits
of mining, under existing conditions,
would realize $10,000.

But whether the extent of the
bonus would amount  to . $100,000
or. to, only $10000 & year, it s

.| certainly a comparatively trifling sum

for the Province to shoulder in order
to commence a new era of prosperity
and to restore confidence to foreign
capitalists.

e

A TYPICAL B. C. LEGISLATOR.
\

The case of E. C. Smith, M. P, P. for

South East Kootenay, is worthy of some |

attention, owing to his recent extraor-
dinary change of front in provincial
politics.

In a three—comered fight at the last
general elections, Mr. Smith managed
to wriggle into the House as a Mar-
tinite. Little or nothing was heard of
him until just previous to the opening
of the present session of the legislature,
The Prior government was in desperate
need of support and hunting high and
low for 'it. They found Smith, and,
judging from what the coast papers
have to say about it, Smith was quite
willing to be discovered! As a result,
an understanding was arranged between
the administration and the man from
East Kootenay, and Smith became a
government supporter.

Of course Mr. Smith felt that it was
incumbent upon him to make explana-
tions, and he has done so in & column
interview in the Victoria Times.  Ac-
cording to that journal, “The forsaking
of the Canadian Northern scheme by
the premier satisfies Mr. Smith.” How-
ever, he “realizes that the question of
the coal and petroleum lands of his
constituency will form a very important
subject for debate this session.” The
Times continues:

“Mr, Smith says the government. has
not lifted the reserve on the lands, and
no claifns have been recorded. - They
are being staked, however, on a gigan~
tic seale by ‘a Spokane syndicate. The
government, he says, seems to be agree-
akle to keeping the lands out of the
hands of the C. P. R. This is perfectly
in line with Mf, Smith’s own views in
the matter. The question then arises
as to what is .to be dofhe with them.
It is urged that the government is con-
cerned in a scheme for making a grant

which were never granted owing to the
regerve being placed on the lands. In
throwing open the lands a grave danger
ted. Then wonld.ﬁo&tho date

is antiei

correctly reported, it is inconcolvpble that
a community of intelligent people should
electluchnmntonpmmtﬂumh
the legislature. 8

Here is a case where a delibgrate at-
tempt has been made to steal thousands
of acres of the most valuable “lands in
the Dominion of Canada. Foiled in their
aitempt to arrange this for the railway
cuvmpany, the Government now seeks
by every possible subterfuge to prevent
bona fide - prospectors from . attaining
their Jlegitimate @and unquestionable
rights. The govérnment admits that
there is no reserve on the petrolenm and
coal lands of Hast Kootenay, but per-
sistently refuses to issue licenses for the
same. Mr. Smith prattles about “no
claims being Pecorded.” He evidently
does not know the difference between
the regulations for ueqnirlng coal and
petroleum and the law concerning min-
eral claims. Then he refers to:a “Spo-
kane syndicate.” If, as we believe there
are, & large namber of “wildcatters” now
in Hast Kootenay making irregular
“snow locations,” that has nothing to do
with the government’s delay in issuing
licenses to Kootenay prospectors who

‘the law.” Mr. Smith either wilfully
misunderstands the  situstion or he is
kopelessly stupid. -

- The gentleman from East Kootenay is
also afraid of “riots and possible blood-
shed” if the “reserve” were removed.
There is not the slightest possibility of
anything of the kind happening. The
reserve only applies to the surface rights;

,and in that particular district they are!|

of no yalue to anybody except the hold-

ers of coal and petroleum licenses,
All this is but another instance of

the terribly degraded conditions that ex-

Jist in the legislative assembly. South-

cast Kootenay only needs justice under
the present laws to become ‘the sceme
of exceptional . industriaf activity and
prosperity. It has more dAiversified re-
sources and is easily the richest distriet
in Western Canada. Yet in the last|
few years it has made little or no pro-

Its vast areas of mineral, tim-

'ROSSLAND'S FUTURE.

Five years ago today The Miner had
occasion to congratulate the people of
Rossland because the total number of
men employed in the Trail Creek mines
amounted to 600. Everybody was hap-
py -and ‘the future looked bright. But
the mines were not then proved, and the
district labored under many difficulties
#nd disadvantages that no longer exist.
Systematic mining had barely commene-
ed. But two properties were developad
to thé 500-foot level. The idea of sink-
ing to the deep levels had not been
seriously considered. The extensive sur-
face improvements that have been made
since were then unplanned. Concentra-
tion was not thought of. Freight and
smelter charges were then double what
they are now. The banks had not decid-
ed to invest here as they have since,
and there were only half the present
number doing business in the camp. Oli-
ver Durant then, as now, was asking
a _couple of millions for his undeveloped
Idaho—the eastern extension of the
Centre Star. Governor Mackintosh' was
in London raising the B. A, C. millions
for the purchase and development of
Rossland properties. Heinze was doub-
ling the capacity of the Trail smelter,
extending the Columbia & Western rail-
way to Robson and planning to build
through the Boundary and the Okanagan
to" tidewater. Rosslanders were busy
booming their own town afd the whole
of the Kootenay country. Copper was
Tavch lower than it is today, and there
were no converters or refinefies in the
country. But. there were no kuockers
about. It was the optimism of the peo-
ple that m’ade things go.

The progress of the Rossland camp

‘since 1898 has been ‘nothing short of phe-
nomenal. But it never did have a fair
show. With the exception of just two
groups—Mackintosh’s B. A. C. and the
Gooderham-Blackstock  syndicate—the
marvellous mineral resources in this
neighborhood have been overlooked by
investors of large capital. It takes much
money, to develop, a mine to a dividend
paying stage, and until that money is
forthcoming, Rossland cannot expect to
attain her proper place among the prin-
cipal mining camps of the world. It
Is, however, very significang that snccess
has attended every big undertaking in
this camp. The few properties that
have been properly opened up are cer-
tainly mines in the truest and best sense,
and the time is nmear at hand when the
output from them will astonish the coun-
try. ‘Then we may expect a reasonable
amount of attention from the large in-
vestors, and so bring many of the prom-
ising but only partially developed pro-
perties to the dividend paying stage.
g I(unvgne. it. is highly gratifying to
know that this year will witness much
more activity than usual among the par-
tially developed mines. The Giant has
once more renewed operations and is
more than paying its way by shipments
made from development work. The
White Bear has all arrangements per-
fected to become a shipper, and is rap-
idly becoming a great mine. The mam-
moth Jumbo vein is to be extensively
worked mext month. About $50,000 will
haxpa@edthhymonfheﬂplm
The Novelty will resume operations be-
fore the middle of next June. The Iron
Mask people are getting in their assess-
ments with a view to making that mine
& large and steady shipper, The Cali-
fornia, The Miner is assured, will start
up as soon as Mr. Graves can spare the
time from his interests in the Granby
mines. The I. X. L. will resume as soon
88 Mr. Baker recovers from a severe
attack of typhoid fever. There are also
rumors. of other properties starting up,
but: a8 no . information is ob-
toinable, it probably would not be safe
to count upon them doing anything.

It is particularly encouraging to mee
these many properties preparing tg re-
sume operations, None of the owners are
over-burdened with money; some, in
fact, experience a difficulty in paying
their assessments, but they have an
abiding faith in the camp and the pluck
to back their judgment with whatever
funds are available. These properties
are of genuine merit, and, although they
are being developed -lowly. are show-
Ing up better with every additional foot

of work. have already reached the
stage where a little more work. is all

that is necessary to justify elaborate im-
provements and preparations for deep-
level mining. When that ‘time arrives
capital will not be so tardy as it has
been. Then will Rossland really come
into her own and take equal rank with
Johannesburg and Butte.

A RECKONING NEEDED:

When Premier Prior stated in the
House a few days ago that he @id not
intend to repeal the 2 per cent tax he
was guilty of a deliberate breach of
faith. He had promised the Provinecial
Mining association to abolish this in-
‘iquitous tax. He subsequently received
from practically every British Columbia
newspaper hearty congratulations and
no little. commendation for the wisdom
that he had maniferted in the matter.
These favorable comments have been

»| fiying about for the last two months,

and the smug and bumptious colonel
has maintained a cunning silence the
while. The action is thoroughly charae-
teristic of the man. Much as he may

| attempt to hide it, the premier’s every

action, while in the public eye, is that
of a man whose sincerity is only a thin

veneer. He may xnomenuﬁly succeed
in making himself a *“good fellow” in
‘the passing show, but it does not require
a close study of the man to see that his
effusiveness is not the genuine article.
Under the surface is a selfishness and
tepellant coldness that leaves but bne
impression, viz., that he views the public
a3 a lot of “suckers” whom he hopes
to dse for his own particular benefit.

It now looks as though the premier
will be made to pay dearly for his
tieachery. As we have already pointed
out, he will have to reckon with the
thcusands of electors who are members
of the Provincial Mining Association. It
lies within the power of the association
to put an end to his political existence
at the next elections. Meanwhile the
Opposition will give him ‘many a bad
guarter of an hour in the House. If
the Opposition is really desirous of pro-
tecting the people against the treachery
and rascality of the Prior government,
it behooves them to prepare a thorough
case against them during the present
session. Prior should be brought
to his knees over the question
of inimical mine legislation, and Welils
and his co-conspirators in the East
Kootenay scandal should be thoroughly
exrosed.

THE OPPOSITION’S CHANCE.

From the determined and systematic
manner in which the Opposition is bom-
barding the Government with questions
concerning the East Kootenay coal and
petroleum scandal, it is evident- that
Mr. MecBride and his followers are bent
on seeing justice done to the bona fide
prospectors who have spent considerable
time and money endeavoring to secure
licenses from the Crown. This is g8
it should be. Seeing that the govern-
ment is so corrupt and indifferent about
the rights of the people and the advance-
ment of the mining industry of the Koot~
enays, it is undoubtedly the duty of the
Opbosition to fight the matter out to
the bitter. end.

Mr. McBride now Has the chance of
a lifetime. He has the Government
“dead to rights.” There is enough evi-
dence of raseality to quickly put the
administration out of existence if the
case is conducted with even ordinary
care. As for the Chief Commissioner of

find it an easy matter to forever drive
him out of public life, if not out of the
Province.

Mr. McBride and his political asso-
ciates can sweep the country at the next
elections if they do their full duty in the
East Kootenay matter.

NO EXCITEMENT; NO MONOFOLY.

Theﬂnumnomdontorthobe-
Flief expfessed il certain Quarters-that |
the removal of the government reserve
to the surface rights of crown lands
in Bast Kootenay will be followed by
a stampede for land—a sort of Okla-
homa rush.

The surface cights in tae Flathead
and Lodge Pole districts are of no value
to" anybody except those, who own the
underlying coal and petroleum rights.
As ‘the best of the coal and petroleum
has -already been sataked by oJros-
pectors who cannot be beaten out of
their rights, there is not even the pos-
sibility of an excitement arising there
about anything. The land in question
is very mountainous, there are no agri-
cultural or grazing areas, and the
whole country is covered with a dense
growth of underbrush and trees of

prospect to the ordinary settler. How-
ever, this is not a matter of great in-
terest to  the general public. What
chiefly concerns Kootepaians is: How
much longer will the metalliferous
mines of Southern British Columbia
have to remamn at the mercy of the
€rasping monopoly of the Crow's Nest
collieries? e

If the Chief Commissioner of Lands
and Works had done his duty last year
and promptly granted licenses to pros-
pectors who had complied with all he
requirements of the law, the nionopoly
would have been broken by now.

It is up to the Opposition now to
make the Chief Commissioner of Lands
and Works do his duty. The Opposi-
g’o‘: have it within their power to do

Eaaaa—————
Al CHANGE IMPERATIVE.

If the Crow’s Nest Coal company, now
monopolizing the coal and coke supply
for the magnificent mining and smelt-
ing industry of the Xootenays and
Boundary, had set a course to deliber-
ately make itself obnoxious, greater
success could scarcely have crowned
its efforts than has been secured by the
line of action followed.

Charges have not been wanting that
the frightful disaster at the coal mines
last summer was occasioned by neglect
of precautions, the adoption of which
would have averted the catastrophe to
human life and the setback which the
industries of the country received
through the temporary cessation of
coke supplies. Then there was an ad-
vance of 25 cents in the per ton price
of coke. Following this the company
had an embro‘no with its employes,
which was settled when approached in
a businesslike manner although not
until the smelting industry was almost’
paralyzed. The company having given
the country a.nothr setback, followed
its precedent of increasing the price of

Lands and ‘Works, the Opposition should

various sizes. It presents a forbidding

coke. We may expect, In view of this
sequence. that each time the coke
ovens are shut down the coal company
will turn the screw a little harder on
the consumers of coke just to add zest
to the bitter pill which the country has
to swallow through the cessation of
the supplies so essential to the opera-
tion of the mining and smelting in-
dustry.

The implied contract with the public
when the Crow’s Nest Coal company
secured its enormous acreage of choice
coal lands was that fuel was to be fur-
nished at a reasonable figure. The
company, however, is absolutely indif-
ferent as to its obllga.tlons in this re-
spect.

There i8 no guarantee against fur-
ther exactions, and the policy of the
monopoly has been demonstrated so
clearly and unmistakably in the
culminating advance in coke, that a
government must be worse than blind
that would lend its aid to such an in-
stitution. Yet this is exactly what the
Provingial government is doing when
it withholds licenses to provincial coal
lands in East Kootenay.

S———
KOOTENAY'S MIBREPRESEI‘}TA-
TIVES.

The Kootenays are represented in the
provincial legislature by W. C. Wells
of Northeast Kootenay, E. C. Smith of
Southeast Kootenay, John Houston of
Nelson, Robert Green of Slocan, Tom
Taylor of Northwest Xootenay, and
Smith Curtis of Rossland.

Of this number, W. C. Wells, E. C.
Smith and John Houston are support-
ing the Prior government, although at
the last elections they posed as “friends
of the people.”

Wells did not ha.ve to dissemble so
much as the other two because of the
C. P. R. influence in his district. To
have the C. P. R. behind you in North-
east Kootenay means election; without
it a candidate has never been success-
ful in the district. It is, therefore, not
so surprising to find the member for
that district doing what he does for
the railway and the other big corpora-
tions; nor is it surprising that he should
force his way into the Dunsmuir and
Prior cabinets and remain there.

E. C. Smith was elected as an Oppo-
sitionist and remained so until the
opening of the present session, when,
by somé mysterious influence, he “flop-
ped” to the Government. From the
way the Nelson News tries to excuse
this act of treachery to Southeast
Kootenay, it looks as though the Crow’s
Nest coal monopoly had a lot to do
with it. However, there will soon be a
day of reckoning for Mr, Smith, if we
may believe reports as to the feeling
lin’ Southeast Kootenay ‘that has arisen
over his change of front.

Wells may be an out and out corpor-
‘ationist, and Smith may sell out his
constituency and his principles, but
what is their position when compared
with that of John Houston? The mem-
ber for Nelson has sunk to the level of
a professional politician. He was elect-
ed to represent a town that is practi-
cally dependent upon the prosperity of
the mines of all the surrounding dis-
tricts; yet he has deliberately joined
the Government party and is silently
standing by while the country is throt-
tled by the coal monopoly, and he does
nothing to induce the government to
issue licenses to those of his constitu-
ents who are endeavoring to break the
monopoly and so greatly advance the
prosperity of every district in Southern
British. Columbia.

Messrs. Green, Taylor and Curtis
seem disposed to do the right thing in
this connection, but they are largely
handicapped by the ‘influence of the
coast members who are too busy with
their peanut politics to give much con-
sideration to the welfare of the Koote-
nays. There is, however, a mass of
evidence in the East Kootenay scandal
sufficient to sweep the Prior govern-
ment out of existence. It is easily
available. There should be no difficulty
in preparing the case against the Gov-
ernment. It should be done without
further delay. Mesers. Green, Taylor
and Curtis owe it to themselves and
the Kootenays to see that the whole
question is thoroughly threshed out
and justice done to all.

]

The solon from Hast Kootenay would
like to see ali the coal and petroleum
lands leased to one company!. Heaven
help the :metalliferous mining industry

{1 such a calamity were to happen.

Fortunately, however, it is impossible
because there is no law against the ac-
quirement of coal and petroleum licen-
ses in that district.

Willlam Hayes Fisher, M. P., has re-
signed his post as financial secretary of
the British treasury because he had ac-
cepted a bonus of shares in a financial
syndicate which afterwards came be-
fore the courts under charges of wrong-
doing. It was not suggested that Mr.

suspiclous course of the syndicate, and
he explained in his statement to the
house of commons that he actually lost
money by his connection with it, but
he felt that he could no longer hold his
government position because of the shad-
ow indirectly thrown on him. If Mr.
Fisher had lived in British Columbia
he wonld not have needed to carry so
sensitive a conscienee, 3.4

Fisher had any responsibility for the i

THE LAR

There is now down
at Trout Lake about
Cup and Nettié L ore.
tcns short of what the
tc have down before
up, but the road col
that it is impossible n
further than Ferguson
that there is in the n
tons lying at Ferguson.

It is reported at
Jeal i§ now pending o
very promising mining
Great Northern mou
represented by George
ger of the Ethel and
Trout Lake, are said
wishing ,to invest.

The construction t
crew of men are now
and repairing the. La
a view to having it
shortly. The railway
have Trout lake op8
from five to six da
gets through to Gerr

There is now not
1ihat a mail service be
enay points and the La
will be inaugurated d
Season.

Negotiations are no
for the establishment]
bank in Trout Lake.
fights and a big sawi
be three of the subsg
Trout Lake’s progress
ing summer.

The plans are now ¢
Criterion stamp mill,
will be started as 800!

W. B. Pool has by
stake, Idaho and D
$100,000. The propert
Oyster-Ctliterion and
ave owned by McKay
Beaton.

THE SLg

The provincial gowi
$35,252 on improveme
district last year.

Ruby silver has be
first time in the Pay
tonnel can be seen 3§
wall a streak-of this
ore.

The road Jeading of
téwards Sindon is
wirers from the Monit]
sters. The governmen
pay later on.

P. J. Hickey, manag
mine, has gone to Ne
teturn about the end ©

The Paystreak pri
shipped to Vancouver
T. Lowery.

Indications are b
summer for Silverton
will return there in.
grme work at the We
soon be started on the
Thsher Maiden will
shortly, and there I8
the Galena Farm DE
Wakefield will be oDE
scale than last year.
dam to the mill is
once, the intention b
concentrator.

The impression ths
that the Bosun StOP
wine ore to the Lan
owing to unsatisfacto
solutely without fou
people settled on ten
factory to the mini
zine ore is gow going
are quicker.

H. B. Alexander 8t
on the 20th inst., to OP

The Idaho-C onsolld
%ed, with a capital of
registered in Scotland

About a foot of ¢
exposed on the Mete

Connections were I
t{ween the shaft and
on the Ottawa.

The Payne Was ags
last week, sen
centrates.

The machinery for
js being installed at
boo this week.

The lessees of the
four tons of ore on 1
the trail to get in sh

The ledge on the
erosscut by the lessee
‘now be undertaken
shoot.

EAST KOO

There have been
the Northwest, lookis
enay horses during
a number purchased.
enay Indians sold two
for shipment and will
more when their ho
condition.

The Crow's Nest ¢¢
r: pidly opened. In
about 70 per cent O
werk, but at Coal G
condition of No. 3 a
of No. 2 only sbout
employed. No, 8 is
rapidly than was
pump having been se

The future of C
brighter than it is no|
past it has enjoyed
it has always been p
never was a time ¥
reason to feel so g0
of the town. Even
perity in the distriet
icg in a manner 1_ha
bute to the busines
town.

Foss & McDonald
rock work for the
Morrissey and have
to Michel, where th
& similar contract.
b2 built at the lattd
worth and F. D.
Construct 125, and
Pittsburg has recei
the whole number

brick for the ovens
";h:ow overdue.
Kootenay Ce

Which has. been ope

ity of Steele for




