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1i :z7YlSome Amazing Rev­
elations Concerning the 
Picture Marriages of the 
Japanese, in Which the 
Bride Is Legally Bound 
to a Picture and. Takes 
Her Chance of Meeting 
the Original
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■M -zr vnt She Looked Into the Face of Her Future Husband for the First TimeUi ?
the United States have not hesitated to declare that:—

I “To question the validity of such a marriage by the cunning displayed In the matter of supplying
. . .__._____victims for the many houses of Infamy to be foundrequiring a second marriage according to our law and in thlckly getUed districts in every city of any size

I custom is wholly without warrant in equity or law, on the Pacific slope. One authority on the subject 
I impeaches the Integrity of the Japanese government of Oriental Immigration Indulges in the following:—

tz°;zz; “î'hit the GhTtetlan narrliee »ow. «re not bindlns |„„tlg«tlon In C4In«to«en ot th«t cttj. The report 
upon the consciences of the nion-Chtistlàn Japanese, says:—‘There were found living in famtiies, women,

. and it Is little short of a farce to require them.”
As to the Legal Side.

A generally accepted principle of International law women and children living together, women, 667; , 
is the dictum that a marriage contract legalized by ch,i,1^e°‘8.7-’m(i p.. ... . tWa
tjie laws of the country where the ceremony Is per- cal]ed Chinatown, and there were In all that number 
formed should be similarly treated by all other cotin- less than threescore wives, with, less than threescore 
tries when to so regard such a contract Is not detri- children.

1 “Here chastity Is unknown, and women are mainly
me il to.publ po y. slaves sold to Infamy and trained to vice.

Controverting the opinion quoted, an abundance ot “These conditions still continue, and the Japanese 
J' **! opinion has been-ottered in support of the daim are but little better than the Chinese. Their housing 
that marriage according to American custom of par- conditions are a little better,'but the relations of sexes
H-„ tn fhp,p “nicture marriages” Is demanded not are fully »s bad. The census of 1900 showed on theties to these picture mamagea js aemanu mainland of the United States a total of 24,326 Japan-
only for its moral value, but for many other reasons. ese ot whlch only 955 were females. It Is safe to say 
Even though the Japanese marriage laws may not re- that far more than a majority of these females were 
duire the physical presence of the contracting parties prostitutes. After 1900 a larger number of Japanese 
at the place where buch contract It made effective, women were imported for Immoral .purposes, so that 

vi- *- _v-_ t--.---- about one-third of the arrivals were women,yet It seems reasonable to suppose when the Japanese .The actlvlty of the federal government in 1007
government enacted its marriage laws that the physi- brought about a change, for during that year, while 
cal presence of both Interested parties within the the number of Japanese males arriving was 27,240.'
inrtsdiction of Japan, when the ceremony was cem- the number of females was only 2,986 ”

, ' , *„d not that one of such Confirmatory of the foregoing is the fact that itpleted. was cont P ’ would not be difficult for government officials to show
parties should be a permanent resident of California, j-bat even after marriage as required by our custom 
subject to all its laws, the other being so domiciled Japanese girls brought to the United States unde- 
as to render obedience to Japanese law obligatory. the “picture marriage” arrangement have only been

It is pointed out that the marriage laws of all great Imported to add to the already Immense number of 
it is poiuieu v .... their sex and racç who follow lives of degradation

governments other than Japan provide for the bodily ln the paclflc coast cities.
/ presence, of both contracting parties ivhen marriage Must Be Safemiarrferf

H celebrated, hence the contention that-*9 «Otow the . Must tie bateguarded.
1 , . viihnnt m. No f°relgn government disposed to fair dealing
consummation of picture marriages wwuo could possibly take exceptions to the maintenance by
forcement of marriage sanctioned by our own law and our government of a public policy calculated to erndl- 
eustom Is positively detrimental to a public policy to cate such conditions as . are described, and any in tel 11- 
which our people have steadfastly adhered since the ffg* person who wUl give the subject reasonable eon- 
”ul sidération must necessarily reach the conclusion that
founding of the government. it devolves upon the federal authorities to surround

The Japanese male who obtains his wife through Japanese “picture marriages" with -every possible 
the “picture marriage" system in nearly every In- safeguard in order that society may be protected, 
-trtnce has been a permanent resident of the United and that unscrupulous rascals who fatten from the
51H *; . . : ____ .. . earnings of shame may not enrich themselves through
States for a term of years, has been amenable to all the importation of innoCent Japanese girls. The
our laws and a recipient of many benefits accruing Executive Order of President Roosevelt dated March 
therefrom He Intends to continue residence in the 14, 1907, reads as follows:—

St.,«, alter —««S.. «-- « •« «>««*•-« S^ndSSS
perfectly proper and altogether reasonable to x^atxor, I am satisfied that passports issued by the 
that when the marriage compact is effected government of Japan to oitizens of that country or of

Corea and who are laborers, skilled or unskilled, to 
go to Mexico, to Canada and to Hawaii, are being 
used for the purpose of enabling the holders thereof 
to come to the continental territory of the United

Our people in general have little or j> knowledge «tw9 *
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\ 57; children, 59; herded together with apparent in­
discriminate parental "relations and no family classi­
fication, women. 761; cMldren, 576; professional£IN 3 II
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AVE you ever seen your Intended hus­
band?" * ;»

“Tea." ™
“Where r’

JAn: -wj- saw him In the hall as I came Into
f this '
' “How- xyere/you able -to recognize him among so 

many?".:.
•T have bis picture.”
“Do ypu wish to ask him any questions to satisfy 

yourself,tbatryou have-made no,mistake?”
“No* fyisc

: od•
The fofiegotng conversation recently took place at 

the port of Seattle between a government official 
and a diminutive Japanese girl eighteen years old, who, 
had just completed a 4,500 mile journey, entirely un­
accompanied from her hpme in the Interior of Japan 
and across the Pacific to meet her future lord and 
master.,;,.;

She had never seen her future husband before that 
Bay, knew.notihing of Ms history, had had no acquaint­
ance with his people In Japan. Under the marriage 
laws;_o£$§4t country, however, she had already 
been„le«stiy united in marriage to the man whose 
phfitSfetaph she carriedy Shd as to whether she would 
more-flritifiy cément the compact by marriage accord­
ing to American usages now depended upon the ex- 
aminingiofflcials, who, after weighing every circum­
stance In her case, must pass upon her admissibility
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the ceremonÿ should by all means conform to the 
laws of the State wherein the marriage takes place?

Research fails to develop that the subjects of any
eovernmént on earth other than that of Japan expect States to the detriment of labor conditions therein, I

government to recognize as binding any marriage hereby order that such citizens of Japan and Corea, government to recognize as b j * to wit. Japanese or Gorean laborers, sklUed or un-
consumuiated while both participants are physi­

cally present, either in the country of adoption or in
-ome other country. It cannot- be gainsaid when permission to enter the continental territory of the
any subject of a foreign government, exclusive *0! readily recall the agitation In tim
the Japanese, who has had a residence In the united paclflc coaat cities during 1807, parbcularlv in San

Into the ^United States. Il 1 [ states wishes to take in marriage a woman then re- Francisco, oyer the proposal to segreg-
To w(if£h this tiny representative of womanhood, 7 [ " gidln„ abroad and to continue residence here there- children for school purposes, which resr

wlthoutzA friend or adviser, walk down the gang- II LrU Bft„r that soch subject either proceeds to hU native the establishment of separate schools, bu
plank of the great ocean liner and take her place In | .and. celebrates his marriage agreement under the ^^res^Ton of Kanes! ffi^atton'of th, ,,or-

the waiting room.' already crowded with girls or her Jj laws of his own government, or as an alternative sends ;Ug ciass to this country, the above executive order
own race, whose migration to the United States was II . hls prospective spouse and Immediately upon forbidding the admission to continental United States
In many- Instances circumstances such as sur: fl arr1val accepts her in marriage in accordance with ît
ronndedjier ownc.se; to observe the composure with M zjLN of oav own country. To

which she met every requirement of the law, and the H'tQJJ' ea6 principals ln “picture marriages’. A*likewise con- only WOuld labor conditions ln the sections where
entire absence uof doubt or. fear when in the presence jj absolutely no Intention or desire on tbs part of the agitation-was most peeeosoced be benefited, but
of the examining officers she looked into the face of . government to show discourtesy t^tbs friendly that the necefsl^r ter SsMtite schools would be ob-
•her future husband for the first time, not only bespoke lllZ of Jaoan ' ^“d- The laffdx sf J^jsnese women under the

... ... ...., government of japan. “picture marriage" plan (and they are coming lri large
the confidence which this little daughter of Nippon *1 PtilvfiratnV Obnoxious. numbers) will certainly render schools of some -nrr
must have bad ln mankind In general but also served if v 11 1 ii-i rm. lji- i| matter ot fact, there are other countries whose necessary, and a further problem will be up for
to arouse ln the native American breast emotions ' ' ' - . ■ t ■ Ae a,. ____m mvemment. settlement when we reflect that the Japanese multiply
difficult ito describe After Three Months’ Residence-in the United States marriage la*e go unrecogn y ’ rapidly and that the prt»eny resulting from “picture

nf" ». 4m-AmeHcen vin nf the s»me ace ... reference being had to those governments which marrlageg- wlll be citizens of the United States by
Can we Imagine any g g ’ stamp with approval obnoxious polygamous mar- birth and entitled to every right and privilege con-

in like #0umstances, starting, on a similar Journey h,~s Not only are polygamous marriages contract- templated in such title.
with a corresponding-object in view? ™ge ' . u f other countries taboo by Uncle tÿe “comity of nations.” not infrequently alluded

Some six months previous the bridegroom, a pros- < ed under the ^7* state. that “pelÿeà- te ^ the courts when dealing with International prob-
(Kornunt. in t riw-pr California had notified ' , , Sam, but the statute explicitly states that peiyg leras, under ordinary circumstances, when both of the

7 « Llarî _ . . . . A , of Japan or the ceremony dictated by tlw, laws ot tered.under the family seal. The . apanese girl thus mlatB or persons who admit their belief in the prac- contracting parties are physically within the jurisdle-
his father in Japan that he wished to take nto utn - vv^sbiugtou Ullder the clvll Code of japan the sole wedded become^au integral part of the family of the polygamy,” shall be denied admission to the tion of the laws under which a marriage is consum-
«elf a wife. According to Japanese custom it then u n the consummation of marriage are husband, and when the little bride mentioned at the The latter government believes that mated in a foreign country, our government should,
devolved upon the father to look about for a suitable ^ commencement of this article was asked who would marriages are detrimental to public pol- »nd
^JZrr-n ^ tbp fïllowina g First—The attainment of legal age by the contract- care for her in the event of the death of her husband ^ ^Sand regardle88 of what other countries may Ltog extended to aU Japanese ma^rtoges wh^tbe
Ataihed^is .wife offered the following. , parties or his failure to live up to the marriage contract she contracts they will not be recognised Here; cefemony has been performed while both parties were

Abr°^er 7 fh-n!Llrv Second-The consent of «rents or guardians up to quickly responded :-“His father and brothers would time our government in the enforce- Within the purview of Japanese statutes
knew this girl s father, and so they made the necessary . _ . ______ hâve to keen me ’’ . , , . ____ _ +h- =n»htest dis- But our government has its own public policy to,rangements. Then my father sent me this photo- the age of twenty-five for the women and thirty yeais have to keep me anrDrl8lne ment of its laws does not intend the slightest dis maiotaln prompted by tbe demands of such W
graph of my fiancée which I have shown here after for tbe men" In the Ught ot the foregoing It Is not surprising courtesy t0 any friendly nation whose laws or beliefs lcy> uniformly insists that participants in “picture
B . ' - ' Third —The formal filing of a notification of mar- that participants in “Japanese picture marriages do . g DO]ygam0us marriages possible. marriages” shall be united by a ceremony conforming
7 .ir T me tD h,ave m5' fnends ,n riage with the proper district registrar. r ndt take any too kindly to the rule requiring marriage ddm n t0 the reasons cited why parties to the to American usage, and the wisdom of employing stW
Californik call upon the Japanese Consul General at Pemales of the age of lfteen years, and males, of haying legal force and sanction in our own country. ° g marriages., should be required to cdfifsm to other safeguards to ^surejihe genuineness of these
!£j t0 Ibfbome government aswournlecure^ormy the *ge ot 8e?enteeD' yeaçs*-are eUgible'for marriage As thé principais in the aforementioned martitoge at ^ owQ marriage custom there remains the decided bèîîévtdTiefore Grinds» of a Japanese bride .into 
t ons to Id* h 8 u d secure for my nnder Japanese iaw, and the legal consummation ot Seattle were above the average of their class their „ for such action as will, under the mandates the care of her alleged husband, who in nearly every
. meée the passport which she would be obliged to gUcb a marriage does not necessarily contemplate obedience to American marriage requirements was . definitely determine who is to be re- case has had a residence of some years in tbe United
1 vp bel-ore 8tie C0Uld deparl trom her own country. , j or religious function of any kind. Moreover, apparently cheerful, yet the reader should not imagine 01 “ ‘ ffl0ral safekeeping of the young States, that a thorough investigation should be en-

l u tHé passport was issued then aD that remained law^oes not require the presence of a that our-marriage customs are held in similar regard Sktm SZ ŒtS% -
t. oe done was 4he sendtog of money with which to couple t0 be united, even though not separated by by the majority of participants in the picture b f ln outllned. In ail probability the census the bridegroom. Once admitted to the United States,
pay her passage. This I did and you see she is here.” M ocean,s expanse. . marriages.” Notwithstanding the young men and “erem the Jepanese population identification of Japanese gins without the use of a

They Then Join Hands. With those controlled by onr own American eus- girls who are wedded by this plan may never have aoout 10 to be in the neighborhood of Photograph Is. an impossibility, and to addition to tbe
^he decision ot the e-mminln# officers being favor- tom it is hard to conceive of a marriage contract not seen each othèr betore. their belief to the efficacy répteSenttog about sêVétrty-OVé pér K^r^l&TSSe

able, the services of the Ktoddhtot priest were invoked, the result of an understanding or agreement between of their own marriage ritual is inbred, and though cent ôt the total number. indoreemen™to be made on the pirytograph of the
and as the contracting parties joined hands for the the principals in such union, which rule obtains as to yielding to the demand of government officers that The Japanese Consul GeM^t San t ranci^nas b satd p6lptogniPh to be filed with the govern- 
first time in their lives, in conformity with the laws marriage in Japan. The fact is that the family, and marriage according to the American custom be entered said that be and the J pa go of .’tfiê mentis-officers when the holder is admitted to this

$ate; of Washington was consummated the not the indivfdual. is the unit under Japanese law. into before entry to the United States is authorized j a ” ®e this country ^married as possible. • Will.it co"nt.ry' f?r by tbls me*?s °"'J now'Snndfn^'l^h1
yo-called^VJapanese picture marriage.” and each family has its legal representstive-its the latter ceremony is regarded largely as a joke.and eopserTe our own publto policy to herelany portion of ^^'g^sAnTcreasing nuL^rs under the “plÂ!

It should'be understood; however, that the legality “koshu"—who conducts-all negotiations pertaining to in nowise binding upoji the Interested.parties, l.ertaln the Japanesé inales now in the ®“L‘ad ^a^B* ure marriage” system are coming to an existence of
of the .marriage was in. nowise influenced by marriages, as it is also hi, duty to see to it that upon persons of undisputed intellectual strength who have Jheto chastity oé vice/
the nhoR^çaphs. either as regards the civil ceremony completion of snch a contract the same is du}y regie- investigated the above proposition ln both - apanjm g V-" '
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