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Nothing which has ever ocourred In
the agrieultural e of Alberta has equalled
the success of Lthe convention of the United
Farmers which was beld ot Edmonton
on January 1901

There was in attendance from all parts
of the proviace some three hundred dede
pates and the business conducted will
have a fareeaching effect in moulding
the Juture desting of Alberta farm Nife
A Bolable iacident of the convestion
was that it was attended by the premier
of the provipee and by the Migister of
Apgriealiure, both of whom delive
addressrs indicating & strong  desive
to work in harmony with the wishes of the
Association

Chiel among the actual results aceruing
from the annual gathering was the acoept-
ance of & deaft scheme presented by the
government for & provincial pork packin,
plast. The directon qulvj
o meet Lthe government and work out
all detalls. Strong resclotions were a-
dopled urging the provincial and federal
governments to aid in the estaldis hment
of & chilled meat trade; also with regard
government awnership of
both terminal and internal
In this latter regard the provincial gov-
ernment was oalled wpon to take over
and operate the internal clevatons

.nde reed | randon Hesolutions

The United Farmers endorsed unani
mously the resolutions asdopted st the
Brandoa conventiva with regard o
Direet Legislation: and the organization
of & Canadian Council of Agriculture
The continuation of the Grain Growen'
Grion as the official organ of the | nited
Farmers was emphasised by & resolution
which was unanimously earried. Signal
concrasions were received from Lhe prov-
vinvial legislature when the government
agreed that farmers shall be fairly re-
presented upon the senale and governing
L-rd of the “university. The Alberta
government has also agreed to fnance
& commission o invesligale & weslern
thin route via the Tehauntepee Railnay
This investigation will cccur dunng the
presenl jyear

Considering the vast magnitude of the
business conducted, last week was one
of history making for the farmers of
Alberta. The proldems deall with which
effected the interests of the producer
were handled in & manner Uhat showed
how thoroughly conversant the conven-
tion was with every feature of them;
redress was demanded for wrongs and
remedies suggesied for these wrongs
The legislation proposed is ealeulated
to vastly improve the conditions of the
farming community of Alberta. Co-
operation was the dominent note of
the convention. The delegates asked
for & co-operative pork packing plant;
for co-operativn creameries; for co-opera-
tive associstions for the marketing of
’nul and farm products; they stood
or co-operation in the establishment
of the western grain trade and for co-

were A

operstion in organizatioh.  Nor were
the problems of production and mar-
keting the only ones touched wpon;

s resolution was adopted calling for the
consolidation of rural schools. ‘fhr prov-
incial government will be also asked by
the association to procure money al a
low rate of interest on the credit of the
province and to loan it out to farmers
at, say, 5 per cent.
Dead Meat Export Trade

The resolution calling upon the govern-
ments to take action toward the deveolp-
ment of a dead meat export tradé and
establishment of a chilled meat trade was:
“Whereas it is of very greal importance
to the whole west that prompt govern-
mental action be taken toward the estab-
lishing of a echilled meat industry on
a sound and permanent basis, and wilh
the interests of the producers adequately
rotected, we, the members of the United
‘armers of Alberta, in convention assembl-
ed, do hereby urge that the federal govern-
ment take the matter up with the object
of placing the business upon a practical
footing withuut unreasonable delay. Fur-
thermore,that the provincial governments
be urged to do -I{ fo their power Lo im+

press upon the [ederal government

the necemsity for prompt governmental

-

Convention of United Farmers of Alberta an ex-

Reaping the Fruits of Endeavor

hibition of the might of numbers ; Epoch making
resolutions passed ; Concessions Gained ; Reforms
Achieved. Most Successful Agricultural gathering

* .
in the History
with regard to the taking wp
of the proposal and rendering the necess-
ary ssistance for the establishment
of & detd ment trade lrom the west”
When the rescdution in regard Lo govern-
menl ownenship of internal elevaton
came up the convenlion mve & cordial
receplion to the propesition advaseed
by T. . Worsnop of Vancouver, which
sugeesied & government guarsntes of
a8 independes 1 minal clevator ot the
Pacific const. Th e of the mevting,
bowever, was strongly for government
ownership and their stand was streagth-
ened by the attitude of the Saskatchewan
and Manitoba povernments in regend
to the matter. The resolution for gov.
ernment ownership was wnanimous
Mher resolutions passed™ peve those
ashing the Board of Directors to confer
with the government in regard 1o the
establishowent of & labor buresn by
the association for the securing of labor
in the harvest season; o resolutoin askin
that ghe government retsin control
crenferion: a resolution sshing the gov.
erament to arrange & proper adjustment
of the damages by prajrie Sres: & resole-
tion ashing thal one of WMore otganisers
be appointed for associstion work o
act under direetion of the directons;
s resolution ashing the government o
take up the matter of duty chilged on

action

#

,e

4

§ PRESIDENT

¢ VICE-PRESIDENT

g DIRECTORS AT LARGE
!

e

3

: VICTORIA

§ EDMONTON

# STRATHCONA

# RED DEER -
8 MACLEOD

o MEDICINE HAT

8 CALGARY

24

all classes of wire with ihe object of
securing a reduction of the duty that wire
may be put to greater use for fences;
s resolution demanding legislation in
the matter of exorbitant rates of interest
charged on loans by banking institutions;
and a resolution asking the government
for a generous grant for woll bounty
purposes.
The Premier Speaks

The convention listened with the closest
attention to the addresses of Premier
Rutherford and the Hon. Duncan Mar-
shall, which were delivered at the opening
session. The Premier asked the conven-
tion to discuss fully the question of gov-
eroment ownership of terminal clevators,
and to formulste some business-like
proposition whick they could present to
the government and the legidlature.
He stated that although & grealt many
mote farmers had availed themselves
of the hail insurance offered by the gov-
ernment, there was still a considerable
deficit. The Hoa Duncan Marshall
announced his inttention of investigating
what he termed the outrageous charges
by the railway company for the trans-
portation of coal from the coal mining
centres to the isolated towns and villages
‘in the province and of laying the case
before the railway commission with a
demand lor redress in the furm of cheaper
rales. =
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of the Provinee

Both Premier Rutherford and o
Me. Marshall repeated the intention
of the government to fullll 1o the letler

Premier Rutherford

s promise 1o establish »
pork packing plant st some peint In
the praviace, provided that the larmens
ve suficient guaranter that they would
pwrmllnmwy sulicient raw mater-
'ul"l:' rep the ;:'IA.I -: its lemt
wrts of the Predident, Secretary,
Noard TTNJ’. Legislative Commities
and Auditors presented to the convention
were of the most comprebensive nature
sand reflect the remarkable progress of
the United Parmers of Alberta

to United Farmers

Leader of Alberta MMQ attended Convention at

Delogates.

issues face to face with

Expressions on Pork Packing,

ator, and University Problems

The wonderful growth of the province
of Alberta in the past four or five years
was shown in the introductory remarks
of Premier Rutherford. e sid that
34 new schonl districts had been formed
since the maugumtion of the province
The school enrclment showed an incrense
of from 5,000 1o 0,000 every year, and
in lour years' time the school enrelment
bad advanced Ly 20,000 scholars. In
1908 there were 25,000 scholars on the
school roll, and in 1908 the number
was increased to 40000, Continuing,
the premier said that the provisee of
Alberta owned  more p-hzr wtilitien
than any other provinee in the Dominion
In the list were the telephones, crenmeries
and government hail  insurance.  He-
garding the hail insurance, be said that
the past year had again shown & deficit
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JAMES BOWER, Red Deer
W. J. TREGELLUS, Calgary
JAMES SPEAKMAN, Penhold
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but he was opposed to discontinuing
the bail insurance business. A
of the year's business would appear in
the directors’ report and he hoped the
convention would fully discuss the ques-
tion.

“A omtter which has agitated the
farmers of the province,” sdid the premer,

“is, whether the agricultural college
should Le a part of the university or not.
The blame for the course that has been

taken has been placed on President Tory,
the senate of the university and on mysell.
I would like to have the mpnmi{'lily
rest on the proper shoulders as | am sure
some of the criticism would not have
arisenn il the circumstances had been
clearly understood. In 1907 the legis-
Iature purchased a site for the univermty,
including an jcultural  college, T{o
responsibility ‘v?nlhin rests on the old
legislature, and it has to take the blame
or credit. The action was taken before
Dr. Tory arrived to be president of the
university. | should be sorry to see all
the agricultural education in the province
given within the walls of the university
or college. It should be continuved as
it has been throughout the province,
and established in connection with the
high schools. | am surc the government
and the senate of the university would
be pleased to have & committee of Lhis
sssociation meet with them to discuss

the question of agneultural education
in the provinee

“The arguments in favor of having the
university and college united are economy
and :-po-tnuy[ e arguments for
separation are for ith erpediency.
I Bave letters to show that the best
thought of the provines s favorable to
the union. Senstor Talbot, of Lacombe,
has expressed himeell as being in harmony
with the asction taken”™

The Pork Packing Plant

Regarding the pork wih: rhu.
the gnn‘r' said that owing to the (Naess
of Hon. Mi. Finlay, ex-minister of
agriculture, the matier had been delayed.

new winister of agricullure pow had
the matter in bis Jands and it wae hoped
be would take it up from its inception
point. As far as the government was
concerned, full fsith would be kept with
the farmers in all pledges which had been

Pressed 1o make some remarks on
the government control of internal eleva-
tors, Premier Rutherford reviewed the
situstion in the Sister provinces of Sas

and !h.m»c- and requested
Inited Parmers of Alberta, in
convention assembled, should t
& commitiee to deaflt and place ore
the government a good practioal scheme
for the government control of the internal
grain trade of the province. If & satisfae-
tory scheme could be evolved the govern-
menl was prepared to earry it out. He
rlmd great stress on the value of trade
olercourse with the provinee of Rritish
Columbia and sta this was snother
roue- to be solved by the farmers.
le suggested. that this matter of external
trade could also be submitted to the com-
mittee for investigation.

A

On the lusion of the add by
the premier, W. J. Tregellus war given
pn-v-b.‘:‘y ‘:'hl to the
premier w appropriation for
the university and agricultural
site was made through the Public W
Department in the usunl way,

In reply, the premier said that when
the budget speech was made the amount
was mentioned especially as being for
the purchase of the site for the university
and the agricultural college. He said
that everything had been done in the ~
usual way.

Address By J. R. Boyle, M.P.P,

J. R Boyle, MLP.P. for Sturgeon,
in  speaking later said that the
question of the amalgamation of the
university and the agricultural ﬂ:
had never been discussed in the
legislature. He said that none of the
members of the House thought it would
be discussed until formally brought
He did not think the legpslature
interfere with the choice of sites s
1o the agricultural college being anadjunet
of the university and controlled by
university, that was another matler.

It had never come before the old legis-
Isture and be was surprised to hear the
g‘remaf‘n;m that it n: nll':euhz

r. Boyle personally waa in favor
the agricultural classes of the rﬂnfﬁ
controlling their own educational (acilities,
and not the senste of the university. The
Premier was absent when Mr. Boyle spoke .




