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the excitement will be, on this account, less in- ‘ wretches —from Catholics to infidels, and % o facturers, which may
tense and concentrated, it will be more truly f(om Spa_ninrds to barbarians,—is the mis- i
Died. at Hillsborough, Albert County. N. | religious and more unmixedly and permanently | sion wh_nch those of t_be Propaganda come
. on Friday the 13:h of July, Mr. JoiN | peneficial. to exercise among us, in the country of the
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ther alan - .
1t el the whole of Upper C:
a guarrel WEern some .

1At uiwecn sor makers, and Toronto

dies of that city with some circus men, in a
| of ill-fame.

If any proof were w

y vthian beine } ” v
The circus ratlians, being protal iy mare ot the Canadas, ;

{ M

inhabitants of that place, aged 7S.
Mr. Beatty uniformly maintained an un-|

blemished reputation for quietness, probity, | tions, which we this day present to our readers,
Trusting alone in the me- |

and uprightness. |
rits of the Divine Redeemer, his end was

peace.

In his removal, the poor, and our Connec-
tion, with others, but especially his own fa-
mily. have sustained a heavy loss.

His funeral, attended by a large congre-
gation of relatives and friends, was i::lpruv(-

~ed by the Wesleyan Minister of the Circuit
on the following Sunday morning from

preliminary Committees has been more than us-

ually harmonious. The first drait of the Sta-

was completed early and with comparative ease. ‘
On Tuesday afternoon the Book Committee met ;
and yesterday was occupied with the business of
the Contingent Fund. The other Committees
will meet in close succession up to Wednesday
next, when the regular Conterence assembles.
We bave every reason to anticipate a harmo-
nious Conference. The only matters of very
epecial importance which are expected to come

Phil. 1. 21.- { before it, are such as relate to new financial ar-
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Precluded by circumstances from far-
nishing in the present week the desiderated
amount of original matter for this column,

we hope to gratily our readers by extract-
ing for them the following article from the

Watchman, as introductory to the reports of

the proceedings of the British Conference
with which we . expect our space will Le
occupied for a few following weeks :—

The Leeds Conference of 1866.

Leeds is very far indeed from being a lovely
town. Evidently for the most part of, com-
paratively speaking, recent and upetart growth,
its masses of brick building, houges, shops, ware-
bouses, and factories, are nothwithstanding dim
and dingy, as if the rust of centuries had grown
upon them. We doubt whether, since the old
parich church was replaced by the present erec-
tion, which, however, is one of the few beauti-
ful things in the town, a single building is to
be fouad in it that Las a title to be counted ve-
nerable, The town is without shape and plan;
and the environs lack that tnm and cultured

beauty which is seen in the genteel auburbs of

many large English towns. Even the shop glo-
ry of Leeds is comparatively poor. Yet those
who have known it many years tell us that
Leeds is wonderfully improved of late, Badly
paved and draiued as some parts of it may be,
and defective as its streets generally are in width
and regularity, it is vastly better than it was,
The Corporation, too, stimulated perhaps by
the example of the neighbouring and rival town
of Bradford, are begun to show that they are
not without some regard for architectural beau.
ty. A magnificent building, which is to be the
new Town.Hall, is rising over against Oxford-
place Chapel, and is intended, as we understand,
to far outdo the famous St, George’s Hall, of
Bradford, The Leeds; Corporation have not
hitherto been, eminent for taste or public spirit ;
but we expect ere long, to hear of squares and
terraces, and public buildings, being planned,
which will make Leeds what so large and weal.
thy a town ought to be, Bradford bas set
Leeds, in this respect, a stimulating example,
There the corporation and private merchants
and manufacturers seem to vie with each other
in improving and beautifying their town, We
congratulate the Wesleyan Mayor of Leels on
the improvement which is taking place iu the
town during bis mayoralty,

Leeds, however, spite of its dinginess, has
always been one of the great warm homes and
centres of Methodiem. Its inbabitants have
ever been distinguished by strong sense, per-
severing industry, and thorough heartiness, In-
dividuality and independence of character have
also belonged to them. In fine, at Leeds, the
centre of the cloth-trade in the West Riding of
Yorkshire there have been presented, per-
baps in their most favorable as well as in
their most complete developement, the weli
known characteristics of West- Riding York-
shiremen. Insuch a soil as this Methodism
takes deep root and flourishes congenially,
From a very early period, accordingly, Leeds
was one of the places at which the Methodist
Conference was accustomed to meet. At one
time, and for a number of years, if we remem-
ber aright, Leeds was joined with London and
Bristol, in receiving, every third year, Mr.
Wesley and his ¢ Assistants,” Leeds was then
the great northern focus of Methodism, After
a while, Manchester¢ Sheflield, and other places,
were added the list of Conference towns, By
and bye, the number was increased to eight
and nine, Still, however, until two years ago,
Leeds was the only Conference.town in these
districts of the West Riding, and its Conference
which bad been accustomed to assemble once
in seven or eight vears, was looked for with
wonderful interest by all the country around.
Ten years ago the last Leeds Conference was
held. Never had there been one more looked
for, and never one so numerously attended, It
was then computed that no fewer than twenty
thousand persons attended the services on the
Conference Sunday,

Ten years, however, have not passed away
without producing changes. Leeds is not now
what it was ten yeai: ago. At that time it was
at the full tide of an unpredecented cvwmercial
prosperity. Unfortunately, however, the railway
mania was then rising to its height. Very soon
after, the railway bubbles burst, Man)-' men
were ruined, and wany more irretrievably injur-
ed. The effect of this railway speculation upon
both the temporal and spiritual interests of Leeds
Methodism was most disastrous.  About the
same time, in certain departments, the course of
trade began to turn aside from Leeds to Brad-
ford, the progress of which latter town, during
the last ten years, has bcen prodigious. Two
years ago Bradford became a Conference-town,

and as it bad before grown to be the rival of

Leeds in the trade of the West Riding, so now
it became the fellow of Leeds as a Conference
town. It will be remembered how well and spir-
itedly Bradford began iiscourse as a Confercnce
town.

We do not, however, anticipate that the pre-
sent Leeds Conference will sufier anything by a
comparison even with the enthusiastic Confer-
ence of 1853. Leeds is still the capital ot the
Yorkshire clothing districts, and the Methodists
of Leeds have been looking with hope and de-
sire towards this Conference. We cannot but
believe that the Conference will be a blessing to
the town, and to all other towns over which its
members will be distributed. For, as has been
the plan since the net work of railways bas so
connected and brought together neighbouring
towns as to make them almost ore, a number of
places near Leeds, and belonging to the Leeds
District, participate in the reception of the Con-
ference, ; Bramley, Woodhouse Grove, Birstal,
Dewsbury, Wakefield, Pontefract, are thus join-
ed with Leeds. This must, of course lessen the
concentiation of interest upon Leeds, and dimin.-
ish the crowds which used to pour’ % al! the
conntry round to see the Preachers «ad attend
the religious services. But we expect that, if

avour by recommending it to

rangements. We suppose there will be some re-
port from the first Australian Conference. Some
account, too, must, we imagine, be given of Dr.
Beecham's mission to Canada. We believe,
however, that the doctor himself is scarcely ex-
pected to return until after Conference; and
that his personal report must be waited for until
the Conference of 1856. There is also a remanet
from the Conferences of 1852 and 1853, which
was lost sight of in the pressure of other business
last Conference. We refer to the re-appoint-
ment of the Committee originally appointed in
1852 for the purpose of  revising ar.! enlarging
the collection of Rules at present appended to
the Class-Books, so as to furnish a convenient
manual, for the officers and members of our So-
cieties.”  This is a matter which stands so
prominently out on the Minutes of 1852, in
the last article (No. V1II) of the important * Re-
solutions on the Report of the Memorial Com-
mittee,”—which form, if we may so speak, the
new edition of the Magna Charta of Methodism,
and must be a suoject of continual reference on
the part of both Ministers and people, in every
question of privilege and discipline,—that we
may be quite sure that it cannot long be lost
sight of, either by the Conference or by the peo-
ple of Methodism. Indeed, the Conference
stands pledged, “ after an extended consideration
of this importrnt subject,” to accomplish the task
indicated, which, however, will be one of some
difficulty as well as of importance, and will need
calm and concentrated attention to be directed
to it by the very same minds which are now,
and have been for two years past, more than
fally occupied in revising and re-arranging our
financial affairs, the work which needed to be
donc first and foremost, and which we are happy
to say is being wisely conducted to a satisfactory
conclusion.

[FOR THE PROVINCIAL WESLEYAN.]

St. John District—Mill Town.

The Wesleyan Church on this Circuit bad
been closed for a féw weeks previous to Sabbath
last, the 5th inst., for repairs and painting.—
These improvewments were coupleted last week.
The sides, gallery, pews, and doors of the Cburch
now,bear the resemblance of polished oak, and
convey to the eye the exact appearance of pan-
elled and highly finished wainscot. All parties
agree in the opinion that the Church has been
groatly beautified, without being made less com-
fortable or capacious. It is understood that the
entire cost of the work and materials has been
furnished or collected by the members of the
Society, including the ladies of the Sewing Cir-
cle on the Circuit. And so laudably jealous are
these ladies lest others should divide with them
the honour of this good work, that they declined
to appropriate the handsome collection made at
the opening services, which has been handed
over to the Circuit Steward.

The Superintendent preached on the forenoon

of the day on which the congregation resumed
their worship in the Church, and the Rev. Mr.

Sutcliffe in the evening. The attendance was

numerous in both instances, and there is reason
to believe that the attentive auditory, the choir,

and the Ministers, were equally and highly satie-
fied. May the fervent prayers which were then
oftered be early and fully answered in a copious
shower of saving grace.

It will be giving to the ladies and officers of
the Mill Town Circuit only deserved publicity,
and perbaps also it may encourage others in
similar well doing to say, that during the interim
of their former Minister’s departure, and the
arrival of their present Superintendent, they had
procured much painting to be done in the mis-
sion house ; some rooms to be newly papered,
and additional articles of furniture to be supplied.
Carriages awaited the arrival of the Minister and
his family at the wharf in Calais, and female
friends who bad provided a sumptuous tea wel-
comed them to their Circuit home. In this way
by a little benevolent forethought, as pleasant as
it is amiable and useful, these ladies delighted to
diminish the inconveniences of the ¢ removal’ of
the Minister, and enabled him to hope that in
his new sphere his hands would be held up—his
comfort and usefulness promoted. Let this spirit
continue to characterise every Circuit comprised
in the Conference of Eastern British America.
Such union will be strength, and the CLurch will
prosper and become great. E. B.

Mill Town, August 6.

Spain.—Popery.

The number 1 and 2 of that little Spanisli
pioneer of the Gospel, £! Alba, have been
scattered, unsparingly, over Spain, the
stronghold of Romanism. The results are
striking and yet various. Take two exam-
ples, one the antithesis of the other.

The first case will be seen in the transla-
tion of an article in Le Cruz of 26th May
last, a Spanish periodical published in Sc-
ville, and the organ of the Roman Catholic
priesthood. The second case is discussed
with much gimplicity in a letter to the edi-
tors of £l Albe,from a Spaniard into whose
hands a copy of their No. 1 had fallen * 1y
casualty.”

I. “Awaxe Spaniarps! New and terri-
ble dangers threaten the Catholicism of

Spaniards. The Protestant Propaganda,
which lately inaugurated its first attempts
on our unhappy country, and which has dis-
tributed, with impudence and impunity,
Bibles, books of devotion, catechisms, and
other works quite worthy of its corruption,
has, through the connivance of a clnb repro-
bated by our vigilant laws, met with toler-
ance in Seville, as has been lately seen in
‘he daring display of publicity with which
an act of its worship has been exercised in
Malaga on the occasion of conducting and
interring the corpse of a Protestant. The
Propaganda, which can already reckon on

riodicals in Spain to favour its views and
end a defence to its foolish pretensions, in

contempt of our Catholic unity, and to the

prejudice of the national dignity, considers
itself authorized to carry on its heretical
mission, and to preach with impunity that
we ought not to venerate God in the images

of His saints ; that the worship of the Mest

Holy Mary is idolatrous, and ought to be

abolished ; that we ought not to hear mass
—nor to confess—nor take the communion ;
that indulgences are a lie; that the Roman | tion, light and truth will appear and

Pontiff is not the visible head of the Church, | sl

ple of the second of May ; [ /n allusion to

| Everywhere I was recejved with frankness,

the meeting in Madrid on May 2nd, 1808, | found not oniy a desire to possess the Scriptures,

against the French, commanded by Murat ;] | but also facilities for their distribution.

One of

and who, with their Machiavelism and their | the objects before me was to learn whether Spa-
Propoganda, were the cause of our losing the | nish Scriptures, printed in England, could be

our rich possessions ; those who by their|
smuggling impeded the development of the |
industry of Catalonia; those who with their |
politics fomented our common dissensions ;

those who, in religion, aspire to make us

heretics ! .

« Awake, Spaniards, awake against the

enemies of Spanish Catholic unity !

« Awake against the propagandists of
error! Awake against Lutherans and

Calvinists !

« What will our sons become, on the day

that we permit them to communicate with
such persons ? -

« With insidious art, those persons will
gain the mastery over their simple hearts ;
with guineas they will tempt the faith of the
poor, who see their children dying of hunger,
thanks to the paralyzation of commerce, the
want of work, the bad state of industry, and
the difficulty of following out a course of
living.

« Awake, Spaniards, be on the alert
against Protestantism—against those nefari-
ous sects, the primordial cause of the evils
which afflict the modern world ; the cause
of our common dissensions ; the origin and
agent of the relaxation of the principle of
authority, and of the indifference which
crushes us!

“Let us raise a wall of bronze between
ourselves and them.—Let us shun all inter-
course and communication with them.—Let
us save our faith from the dangers which
are about to surround it.—Let us save the
faith of our children, our friends, and our
brethren.

“Awake! awake Spaniards, and do not
let us appear too scrupulous concerning the
salvation of our creeds, when the treasure
of our souls needs defending.

“ Should we, the heirs and descendants
of those men who fought seven centuries for
their God, their King, and their country;
we, Spaniards, so jealous of our indepen-
dence—we, who would be greatly alarmed
at knowing that the enemies of our country
invaded it, in order to rob us of our tern-
tory ; should we remain indifferent to those
who come to overthrow the greatest, the
most sacred of our rights, in which we
glory?  Who would not cry out when
thieves enter his house? Who would not
defend himself when his body is assaulted ?
Should we be silent on seeing our homes in-
vaded—on seeing attempts to prostitute our
wives and corrupt our childcen? Shall we
remain indifferent on seeing the eflorts made
by those who come to undermine the faith
handed down to us by our fathers, and to
demolish the joy which alone exists in Ca-
tholicism ?

“Awake, Spaniards, awake !

“And suppose that they associate in order
to do us mischief, let us associate to defend
ourselves, and, at least, to neutralize their
barbarous attacks.

“And what arms shall we employ in our
glorious undertaking? Those which are
furnished by the exact [ulfilment of our du-
ties as Catholica; thoee mecans which are
able to overcome propagandist pretensions,
we believe will be found convenient, viz. :

“1. To read no book or paper, the read-
ing of which is prohibited or unauthorised
by our confessor.

« 2, Not to enter any establishment where
Bibles or other Protestant books are sold.

“3. Not to communicate with, or permit
to enter our houses, any persons whom we
know to be agents of Protestantism.

«“4, Not to permit our families to pur-
chase anything at the shops of Protestants.

“ The punctnal observance of these means
is necessary; for where there is attack,
there must be defence. If these are not suf-
ficient, we do mot hesitate to propose others
proportioned to the propagandist activity,
which at this moment is organising in Eng-
land and Scotland, and which has lately
inaugurated its attempts in Spain by the
propagation of its corrupt books.

“Awake, Catholic Spaniards, and be on
the alert ! that we, being firm in our faith,
may not have, to-morrow, to deplore the
apostasy of our sons, our friends, and our
fellow-citizens !

“ Union and vigilance !!”

II. From this production we gladly turn
to one of a different character.
Translation.]
“To the Editorsof El Alba.
*2nd June, 1855.

“ Gentlemen,—Always attached to the
religion generally professed in Spain, | have
for a long time dedicated myself to its study.
Its contradictions, prohibitions, and the bad
faith of some of its ministers, however, have
caused me to retrogade from it in many
points.

“1 always, of late, have felt a void in my
heart which, undoubtedly, never would
have been filled if your appreciable periodi-
dal had not fallen into my hands, the effect
of a casualty.

“ One day I was stating, publicly, ina
Café, that without liberty of worship, our
dear country never can be happy ; but that,
unfortunately, this view is opposed by those
who wish to hold the people in ignorance,
in order to keep away other religions which
might tell us the truth. Oune of the persons
present, called me aside, put one of your
wise and excellent periodicals into my hands,
saying; ‘this is comformable with you views.’
[ took it immediately,and have since carefuily
read and deeply meditated upon it, and
have perceived its wise and beneficent spirit.
[ entreat you, Sirs, most earnestly, to send
me in future, as published, two copies, one
for myself and the other for my intimate
friend and companion, Don B. We
are not persons of great means, but we
promise to contribute according to our
ability.

« Having still, in my own family, ignor-
ant persons who, subjugated by the Roman
confessor, might be able to annoy me, I pray
you, Sirs, to be good enough to send to my
friend, at No. . . street.

“ [ remain, &c.,

“P.S—As [ only had the first number
to read, we wish to obtain the work from
No. 1 to the last number published.”

Do not these two cases furnish matter
for serious and painful consideration ?
Does not each disciose a spirit and temper
?:n OF;P;)S!& nsrpossible ! Do not both show

1t a spirit of inquiry is abroad in Spain
t-h—e‘h“rlthoefn:h 18 evidently a disposiliorl:»n

pa € people to read, jodge, ard

examine for themselves—that the Bible i
a Protestant book—that by its free c;rczh:

ase

and such other errors and heresies the pro-
fessing of which excludes from the commun-
ion-of the Church. To tarn us from loyal
subjects into traitors—from Christians into
heretics—from sons of God into sons of the
devil—from happy beings to unhappy

away the darkness and errors under which
the Spanish people have long been syb-
merged ? We say to all those who are em-
ployed in sending the Gospel to Spain, pex-
severe, but be cautious, be temperate, and
be discreet in thie prosecution of your work.
— Evangelical Christendom.

Americas ; those who destroyed our squad- | passed through any port or ports of Spain on the
rons ; those who attempted to annihilate our | payment of a fair duty. Another leading object
industry ; those who set fire to our manufac- | was to make inquiries, chiefly in Barceloca, as our periodicals, our new works, and the L.Oét re- |
tories ; blew up our bridges; those who|to the possibility of printing an edition in that | cents analysis of our dramas, must be forcibly |
sacked our temples ; those who overthrew | place.

I was obliged to proceed direct from Malaga

to Madrid, remaining a few days in Granada on
the way.
In Malaga I saw and beard things perfectly
astounding as to the sentiments of the people to-
wards the Papacy. [ witnessed the Priests pub-
licly cursed. In Granada, as celebrated for ite
Papal glories as for its ancient Moorish splen-
dours, I found the greatest indifference to every-
thing Romish. Here God favoured my mission
in a warked manner. ] was enabled to open a
communication, from which 1 derived great ad-
vantage immediately, and from which 1 expect
sl greater. I entered upon my work without
an introduction to a single individual; but I ob-
tained frow this place letters of introduction for
several parts of Spain, and particularly Madrid,
which were very valuable to me.

In Madrid, so far as I could judge, Popery has
neve-, within the last century, possessed either
the position or power which it acquired in most
of the provincial towns, and has maintained with
so much tenacity. Everything connected with
the sacred edifices, both architecturally and artis-
tically, and with the status and influence of the
priesthood, indicates an indifference truly sur-
prising. Churches have even of late years been
appropriated for Government and public pur-
poses, or pulled down, (not, however, to be re-
built in another locality,) to widen a thorough-
fare or adorn a square ; and this, with no more
regard to the Sacred character and use of the
building, than if it were a common dwelling.—
The proportion of existing accommodation to the
population is so small, that it would scarcely be
credited if I were to state it approximately. But
even this accommodation is excessive in relation
to the religious habits and dispositions of the
people. I cangot comceive that Europe any-
where else présents such a spectacle,—a large
metropolis nominally Roman Catholic, but the
vast majority of whose population neither cher-
ish nor manifest any respect whatever for the
religious ceremonies, assumed authority, spiri-
tual and temporal, and the traditional priestly
pretensions and claims of the Papacy. Again
and again, among different classes and in different
grades of society, I heard the adjunct “ Roman”
prononnced with bitterness or with derision.—
The conviction is decpening and spreading wide-
ly, that the nation will enjoy neither liberty nor
peace, until the counexion with Rome and its
Pope is broken.

The views of the more enlightened classes on
the subject of the morality and religion of the
nation impresse¢ me profoundly. These classes
generally have a painful sense ot their utter des-
titution in both these respects. Their feelings
are expressed in a wail at the moral wretched-
ness and religious degradation to which they
have been reduced. Their state is accurately
described in the language of one of the Prophets
of Israel : “ We wait for light, but bebold obscu-
rity ; for brightness, but we walk in darkness.
We grope for the wall like the blind, and we

grope as if we had no eyes: we stumble at noon-
day as in the night.” So true it is, “ where

there is no vision, the people perish.”

In Madrid, my mission, as it related to the
printing of the Scriptures, was successtul beyond
anything that could have been expected.

Throughout my tour I availed myself of every
suitable opportunity for conversing with those
whom I met, or with whom I travelled, on the
subject of religion ; and I trust that, in many in-
stances, | was enabled to correct misapprehen_
sion on so vital a subject. On several occasions
I was privileged to read and explain a chapter
of the New Testament to a few persons, and lead
them in prayer to God. In Madrid particularly,
I endeavoured to do all I could as a Minister of
the Goepel of Christ. 1 spent three Sabbaths in
the capital, and on each 1 preached to a number
of English residents, Some of them had not
united in any public act of religious worship for
twenty years. On two Sabbath evenings I con-
ducted Divine worship in Spanish. The Spani-
ards present were greatly surprised at the sim-
plicity of the Protestant form of worship; and 1
bad good reason to belicve that they were much
affected, and profited as well by the devotional
exercises, as by the exposition of Divine truth
to which they listened. You will judge of the
character of the truths proclaimed to them from
the texts selected. The first was, * This is the
stone which was set at naught of vou builders,
which is become the head of the corner. Nei-
ther is there salvation in any other : for there is
none other name under heaven given among
men whereby we must be saved.” The second
was, * For I am not ashamed ot the Gospel of
Christ ; for it is the power of God unto salvation
to every one that believeth.” On a week even-
ing I met a small company of sixteen Spaniards,
and read and explained to them 1 Peter i. Qur
service was Legun and ended with prayer. On
another evening I administered the two sacra-
ments of the church.

You will be pleased to learn that I heard
frequently, and most favourably, of the Mission
under Mr. Rule, in Cadiz. Though its existence
was not long, yet it has exerted a wide and pow-
erful influence.

In expressing an opinion on the present open-
ing for evangelical labour, and the prospects of
success, 1 feel the importance of calmness of
judgment. An entbusiast would see nothing, in
the state of opinion on the subject of Popery and
its priesthood, but most certain promise of instant
and very extensive adoption of the Gospel.—
Such are not the hopes which I can venture to
indulge mysclf, or bold out to you. It is un-
doubted that the nation is not now generally
Roman Catholic. It never will be again. There
are such principles in operation, that it is moral-
ly impossible that, n the tonvictions and feelings
of large mawes of the people, therc should ever
be a reaction in favour of the Papacy. But the
tendencies of public thought are alarming: lati-
tudinarianism, infidelity, and politico-religious
socialism, bave all their disciples. Yet there are
circumstances which afford some ground of hope.
One of these is, the consciousness of total religi-
ous destitution, and the frenzy which such con-
sciousness has very extensively produced, to
which I adverted in my former letter. Another
is, the unprecedented desire to know something
of other systems of religion, and the anxiety to
examine the authorized formularies of devotion
and doctrine of Protestant churches. And, above
all, the desire manifested for the Scriptures.

My own opinion, after much reflection on what
I bave seen and heard, is, that, although things
are at present in too uncertain a state to justify
the establishment of a Mission with its usual ap-
pendages, yet that very much may be done by
active and prudent evangelists, as well as by
means of the press, and otherwise, for the ad-
vancement of the “ truth as it is in Jesus.”—
Whatever the agency, Madrid should be the
centre. There would be one drawback, how-

ever, and that a very serious one, for any iosti-

and*VOltairianistevived in France subsequent to the Revolution of 1830.

priests, stripped of their odious privileges, not be-

by Popery.
One of the most serious aspects of the present
condition of our country is the resuscitation of
Voltairianism or infidelity. Any one who atten- |
tively peruses our political and literary journals, |

|

struck with the fact. In many ways more or less |
important, a spirit of hostility to religion isevery- |
where manifesting itself. A degree of outward res- w
pect is accorded to it. The silly and indecent |
jests of Voltaire, would not be endured in our |
day ; but down below the surface runs a current |
of thought and language antagonistic to the |
Christian revelation; and tkose questions which ;
concern the soul—communion with God, and

eternal salvation—are systematically regarded

only in a negative aspect.

Whence, then, this flood of Voltarianism, |
sweeping over a large portion of our learned cir- i
cles? The cause is obvions. For years past, |
Popery has been restoring its old and extrava- ‘
gant superstitions, takiog advantage of political

exigencies, renewing its crusade against tolera- |
tion, and endangering the most precious con-

queste of modern civilization. Deep calleth

unto deep,” says the Psalmist. When the

Church of Rome endeavours to revive the errors

and pretentions of the middle ages, scepticism

instantly comes forward with its audacious deni-

als ; and whenever you espy a troop f Jesuits

looming in the distant borizon, Voltaire and his
adherents will most assuredly make their appear-
ance at its other extremity. Our history, for the

last century, presents various coincidences of
this nature, truly strange and instructive.

Let us go back for a moment to the times of
Voltaire himself. What wae it that gave to this
bold despiser of sacred things such prodigious in-
fluence, such immense power, over all classes in
Europe ? It was, beyond controversy, the im-
postures, the errors, and the immoralities of the
Popish clergy. Abbes were then to be found,
in the Courts and the salons, who brought disho-
nour on their profession by the most scandalous
conduct—intriguing and covetous bishops, who
employed their authority in exciting dissentions
in the State, and their enormous revenues in
ministering to the basest passions—lazy and ig-
norant monks, who bad not even the excuse of
the blind credulity of their predecessors for their
unprofitable practices—intemperate cures, in-
tolerant priests, a multitude of uneducated and
unprincipled ecclesiastics, who basely traficked
in religion. This it was that procured Voltaire
so much credit, and furnished bim with the
means of covering France with millions of infi-
dels. In proof of this assertion, it is always in
Popish countries that Voltaire has succeeded in
committing Lis ravages—in Italy, Spain, Portu-
gal, as well as France. Over the Protestant na-
tions of Holland, Germany, England, and Scot-
land, he has had much less influence. Why ?
Because Popery, with its frauds and its preten-
sions was not there to serve as his pioneer and
auxiliary.

The death of Voltaire was followed by the
ternble Revolution of 1792-93, which baughtily
displayed the banner of Voltairianisa, or rather
of Atheism. The property of the Church was
confiscated. The priests lost their political in-
fluence ; many of them even perished on the
scaffold ; others, concealed in lone retreats and in
the hidden recesses of the forests, celebrated their
worship at the peril of their lives. The men of
terror (as they were called) indulged in frightfui
atrocities against the Rowman clergy, that were
wholly inexcusable ; for we contend for the same
religious liberty for our adversaries as for our-
selves. But here it is important to observe
that Voltarianism gradually disappeared ; and,
after a few years, the French nation generally
felt the necessity of turning to the, beliets and the
forms of religion. The First Consul, Bonaparte,
found public opinion favourable to the conclusion
of a concordat with Pope Pius VII ; and M. de
Chateaubriand was greeted with universal ap-
plause when, in his book, Le Genie du Christi-
anisme, be extolled Roman Catholicism.

What, then, occurred in the interval ? How
bad France, so Voltairian, so infidel at the com-
mencement of the Revolution, bccome recon-
ciled to the idea of Religion? One of the
principal causes of this change was the Popish
clergy having ceased to constitute a political or-
der in the State, and to scandalize the country
by their exorbitant revenues and their bad con-
duct. Persecution and misery had mpelled
them to a real reformation. The priests had
become poor, modest, resigned to their humilia-
tion, and occupied alone with their pastoral du-
ties; and then, full of confidence and joy, the
French returned to the foot of the altar.

During the reign of Napoleon 1. the Romish
clergy generally abstained from meddling with
temporal matters, maintaining a becoming posi-
tion. Voltarianism bad become a mere historial
fact; it is no longer the ruling passion of the
country ; and had the ministers of the Papal
Church bad but the wisdom to pursue this quiet
path, they would have secured universal sympa-
thy. But the spirit of the Papal hierarchy is
ever the same—imperious, arrogant—prompt to
restore the abuses of the past—anxious to inter-
fere in political matters. No sooner had the el
der branch of the Bourbons (thanks to the unit-
ed armies of England and Continental Europe)
re-ascended the throne of Louis XIV., than the
priests claimed anew for their Church all the pri-
vileges of a State religion. They demanded
sanguinary laws against what they were pleased
to call sacriligious acts. They rancorously per-
secuted the dissenting bodies. They oppressed
philosopby, freedom of thought, the liberty of the
press, free natural education; and controlled the
credulous minds of the princes—in particular,
that of Charles X.—they endeavoured, with the
belp of the Jesuits, to revive all the absurdities
and all the iniquities of the ancien regime.—
These things occurred between 1820 and 1830.
What was the result ? Preeisely what was an-
ticipated. Voltairianism regained a dangerous
ascendency. More than twenty editions of the
complete work of Voltaire were published at Pa-
ris ; and the poison of infidelity spread through
the wide extent of France. The artisans, the
peasantry even, repeated the impious epigrams
of the philosophy of Ferney. Thus did the Ro-
.mish clergy, by their superstitious practices, their
intolerant tendencies, their bold political strate-
gies, plunge the French péople anew into the
depths of scepticism. i
The Revolution of 1830 broke out. It was, as
every one knows, specially directed against the
sacerdotal body ! The crucifixes and the images
of the Virgin in all the public places were dash-
ed te the ground. All the outward symbols of
Roman Catholocism disappeared before the po-
pular excitement.
society swelled the ranks of St. Simonism and
otber anti-Christian sects. The priests, trembl-
ing and ashamed, retired into the depths of the
sanctuary. In proportion to their previous ar-
rogance, they now affected bumility patience, in-
difference to worldly interests. For two years
they even refrained from appearing in the streets
of Paris in their ecclesiastical costume.

of the princes or

opened assylums for orpbans,

Adberents from all classes of |

ing able any longer to lead astray the conscience 'w
the ministers of the Crown, or |
to inflame the fanaticism of the maultitude, adroit- ‘
ly combined two plans of operation. First, they |
turned their attention to works of charity : they |
the aged, the sicks |

pained the |

and the indigent, and in this way
confidence of the suffering classes
they instituted public conferences, at whic_h dis-
tinguished preachers, as Fatbher Lacordain and
Father Ravignan, ably explained the fundamen- l
tal truths of religion, touching lightly the worn- |
out traditions of Romanism. The plan brought |
back to the Popish cLurches many intelligent in-
individuals, literary men, professors, and pupils
from the academies. At the same time, the
journals of the clerical party professed to be the
most flaming ‘champions of liberty, and seemed
to be more democratic than the principal organs
of radicalism. In short, these wondrous tactics
succeeded beyond their most sanguine hopes.—
Voltairianism gave up the struggle ; the priests
again became popular ; and, when the Revolu-

Secondly, |

[ tion of 1848 broke out, they were objects of uni-

versal respect.

Tbe Romish hierarchy was favourably circum-
stanced, if it only had the good sensec to pursue
a prudent and moderate course.  The working
classes in the large towns sent depulations to it,
asking it to bless the trees of liberty. Among the
middle and upper classes, religion was prized as
a safeguard, in opposition to the theories of dem-
agogues ; consequently, the ministers of the do-
minant religion were bonoured and supported.
The nation willingly embraced Roman Catholic-
ism, with this sole proviso, that the Church of
Rome and its clergy should, while discharging
their pastoral dutiee, respect the conquests of
liberty, of law, and of modern civilization. Vol-
tairianism seemed extinct, or had, at best but a
solitary adherent here and there. It was, there-
fore, easy for the priests to exercise great influ-
ence. But once more 1 must repeat, Rome is al-
wavs Rome. The epirit of Jesuitism, or Ultra-
montanism, dweils ineradicably in the hearts of
the Popish clergy ; it 1s an incurable moral leprosy
In adversity, or amid the whirl of the tempest,
we may sometimes lose sight of it for a moment
but it is never wholly extinguished. Far from
being subdued, the ministers of Rome —bishops,
vicars, cures, monks—gave themselves up to
ambition and usurpation : instead of defending
the cause of liberty, they oppressed it with all
their might ; and when France looked to them
for lite-giving doctrine, they fell back on the
most puerile superstitions and the silliest fables
of the olden time. Thus, most naturally, Vol.
tairianism has re-appeared with its withering
negations. But I must stop for the present,
reserving for my next comuwunication, what I
have further to say on the subject.— French
Cor, of the Roelk,

Affairs in Rome,
There is no prospect of a composition of

differences between the Courts of Rome and
Naples, touching the Jesuite.  The Pope’s

without having brought the incensed king
to terms. Though the Gallic garrison is
the only puysical security of the papal gov-
ernment against the people, it 1s worthy of
remark that its moral influence is under-
mining its future ; for nothing is more cer-
tain than that the presence of this body of
free talking Frenchmen has promoted the
ditfusion of heretical notions, and encourag-
ed a bolder expression of them. The sur-
ring political topics of the day are now dis-
cussed in the cafés, and in private circles,
with remarkable (reedom. One of thé best
informed Romans assured me to-day that he
had never known such unaniinity and bold-
ness of sentiment among his countrymen as
exists at this moment, though he deprecates
any premature nanifestation of it. The
more considerate feel that the time has not
come for another movement. They hope
for the time to come, when France and Eng-
land will interpose to divorce the Church
from the State, and secure for the people of
the Roman States a better government.

The Pope made an official visit a day or
two since to the College of Cadets, where a
considerable body of the Roman youth are
under training for the military career, on
the occasion of an anniversary discourse
from the Ministers of War. So you see that
the Church is still militant. The * Bro-
thers of Providence,” a new religious asso-
ciation which originated in Belgium, has
just been charged with the institution of a
House of Detention for minors condemned
by the police for criminal offences, with a
view to their separation from old offenders.
Monseignior Saverio, one of the Pope’s pri-
vate Chamberlains, leads the movement.—
The system of flogging for particular offences
i8 to be introduced in its discipline.

Prince Lucien Bonaparte, a grandson to
Joseph, has adopted the ecclesiastial career,
and been enrolled among the Supernumerary
Chamberlains of the Pope. The reverend
Prince is just now in Paris, having accom-
panied his brothers and sisters thither at the
recent call ot the Emperor.

the Roman and Geeek Churches is now in
contemplation, aud a Greek convert, M.
Pitzipios, fouuder of the “ Christian Oriental
Society,” is mow here superintending the
publication by the Propaganda of a work

Holy Father himnseif, as a preparatory step
to the hoped for re-union. It traces the
separation to the apostacy of the clergy at
Constantinople, and contends that the great
I body of the Greek laity is orthodox and anx-
ious to be restored to
cal events are auspicious.

The grief of the Holy See over the apos-
tacy in Spain and Sardinia is somewhat
soothed by ihe recent concordat concluded
with Austria : which, it 1s said, restores the
harmony disturbed since the reign of Joseph
IL., and re-establislies the ancient immuni-
ties of the Church in the Empire. The ne-
gociations were conducted in Rome by the
Archbishop of Vienna and the Bishop of
Verona on the part of Austria, and by Car-
dinal Vantucci, Under-Secretary of State
and Secretary of the Sacred Congregation,
and Monsignore Nina, his associate, on the
part of the Holy See, with the occasional
friendly inter
enberg and Monsign. Valenzi, a Nuncio of
the Pope. It would be surprising if the
Church should not have attained something
through this exclusive council of its friends
and dignitaries. And yet the young Em-;
peror appears to be satisfied, since he has |
ordered the Academy of Beaux Arts to fur-
nish a missal of Imperial magnificence to
be presented to the Pope on the occasion.

The Austrian Archbishop, whose skill and |
learning in diplomacy have also won impe-|
rial favor, congratulates the bove}’f‘lgn Pon-
uff on taking leave, consoliog Lim by the
reflection, that while some feebler govern-
ments are proving faithless, and must suffer
the consequences of apostacy, the union with
Austria is consummated by ties of obedicnce

It may be confessed that the Popish clergy

and love.= Cor. qumr/r Dady Advr.

special ambassador will probably soon return,

A renewed effort to restore unity between |

entitled, * The Oriental Church,” It is|
printed at the expense and by order of the [4‘235 . Tailors 2.662 : Me
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lattercollected a mob next nizht,
company's tent and properties. threw one cr wore
waggons into the bay, and maltreate] sowe ot
the men badly ; and ali this in the

the .\la_\'or and }&0“\‘(‘. who seenied t

influence or ability to prevent it Lhe
part ot the story, bowever, is that
though guarding the circns tents, and
the mob for hours, cannot 1d, fy any ring

ers; but, it is a common tiiling of police in 1
eountry to be shortsighted!  Seriousiy, |

if Toronto would escape the unenviable

riety of rowdyism, which she is fa-t acjuinng,
she must be firm in waintaining the
at the expense of imitaiing the condact of
York in the Astor Place riots, or that of
land in the late rum riots.
one or more lawless men, though an « vil,
to be compared for an instant with the
of the mob. When rutlians and rowdies find
they have the upper hand, fatcwell to peace or
security of persou or property.
Assaults, scall cracking, stabbing, ar
have been steadily increasing in
natural consequence of the disastrous policy
adopted by its magistrates many years ago, of
licensing ap unbmited number of taverns, in

laws, " even
Noew
Port-
Ihe violent death of

oot
maxie l’."

I rioting,

Toronio, as a

order to carry elections through the intfluence ot
these dens of iniquity and their customers.—
Against this policy the Christian fuardian and
Ezaminer protes:ed trequently an Tencrgetically

‘
15 or 20 years ago, but all in vain. It was per-

sisted in by corrupt and unscrupulous political
leaders, for the pu: pose of securing the services
of as dangerous and lawless a set of mea asis to
be found in Canada; and when the wue of law
lessness has been once given to a city, and where
the fountains of pollution—the taverns—are per-
petuated, the ranks of the rioters are continually
recruited in proportion to the increase of the
population.

But it the rum holes are one source of danger
the circus is certainly another.
think, last year that a circus rider murdered a
man at Kingston. A vear or so before that the
whole of Barnum’s men had to be arrested at
Windsor for maltreating the people along the road
And now this Toronto atfair {uruishes direct evy
dence of the polluting and dangerou: character
of circus companies. Surely these accumulated
proofs warrant the authorities of cvery city and
village in the country to adopt regulations, by

It was only, we

which the lewd and profane exhibitions ot cu-
cuses, with all their demoralizing accompam
ments and tendencies may be kept awav from
the people.

Since writing the above we have received tho
following graphic account ot the Toionto not,
from an eye witness :— -

« Truly at one time our fears were justifiable,
for first we observed the lawless rabble hreak
up and set fire to the vihicle from  whence the
tickets were given out, when the desiie of the
rioters increasing for more mischict, a cry was
distinctly heard for more combusubles.  Afio
ther, and anoiber waggon was brought forward
and committed to tbe flames, now burning from
various spots. By and by the circus tent itsell,
with its extensive canvassing, poles, &c. with
eager haste and encrgy was torn to pieces and
smoke and flame to ascend and extend, into
which was recklessly tossed the company's
wardrobe, of various texture, shape and color,
all speedily made to contribute to heighten the
blaze, Things now really assumed an alarm-
ing appearance, and but that the night though
dark, was caln, scarcely a breath of wind, the
consequence must have been more terribly seri-
ous, Some half dozen vehicles containing the
« wild beasts” were close at bhaund, ranked in
order alongside a wooden wall or coal yard
boundary, and malignant voices uttered a re-
iterated cry for % the monkeys,” the fiendish
spirits no doubt thinking what fine sport a poor
suftering hapless monkey, ludicrous
grimaces, distorted and agonizing in the scorch-
ing flame would afford. Let us; however, be
thankful that this and further evil was prevent
ed, and that good may result, viz :—‘I'hat in
this locality at least circuses may be prohibited
and truly it was painful to behold pressing
crowds pouring in their money to gratify an
unhallowed lust, vain and profitless.” — Vontreal
Witness,

with 1ts
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The Census of Canada,

The second report of the census of Canada is
published.” In the Colonist we find the following
synopsis.

The returns for Upper Canada show tlat the
occupiers of land number 99,906, classed in the
following manner, viz:

9,746 holding land not exceeding 10
2,671 20
19,143 50
47,427
17,515
3,464 above 200

Of these 99,906 occupiers of land, 86,221 only

are returned as farmers ; it is very probable that

100

=00

the smaller occupiers—under 20 acres perhbaps,
bave other occupations, and have consequently
been enumerated oili-rwise than as farin.rs.
The returns seem only to comprehend thoss
who are principals, or the farmer properly so

called, and not the agiicultural laborer; for we
| find that male servants of all kinds, as well as
these on public works, only number 51,764,
| These trades and occupations employing the
greatest number of persons in Upper Canala
alt [—
Carpenters and Joiners 8,122 ; Blacksmiths
! rchants and Shopkeey
cers 2,794 ; Clerks 3,100, Coopers 1,935 ; Millers
1,083 ; Weavers 1,735 ; Inkeepers 2,027 ; Wagon
{and Carriage makers 1,409 ;

Cabinet makers

| 1,080; Masons and Bricklayers 1,715, Amony

| the professions we find 963 Clergymen: 352
|Doctors; 321 Lawyers and Notaries; 373 Enyi
neers ; and 2,120 Teachers.

Lower Canada has 78,624 farmers. In mer
chants and shopkeepers the return equals that ot
Upper Canada ; in all the other trades enumer
ated there is a large disparity—for example
cabinet makers in the Western Province
1,080 ; in the East 211 ; weavers 1735 and 16/
millers 1083 again<t 667 ;
]lora only 671. The adult population followiing
| trades and professions in Lower Canada 1s re
| turned 185,462. In the [U'pper Province the
| return under this head is 228,567, The number
| of persons living on private means is nearly 3 to
| 1 in favor of the Eastern I'rovince.

Mr. Hutton in his report thus sets forth some
of the peculiaiities developed by the census of the
United States and also of the Canadas. * The

are

coopers are 667 tai

] United States census return 722 actors and ac
| tresses; and of these the state of New York re-

turns one-third.  Connecticut returns ore soli-
tary individual. The state of the drama wou!d
not appear to be very flourishing in Canada, for
the only members of the profession, (viz. 7) are
relurned by the county of Elgin; and the won

der is how they ever got there. Some of the
states return 40 or 50 architects: others none-
The whole of Upper Canada posscsses only 15

who aspire to the title. Toronto has 10 artists;
London not one. There are 7 axe makers in
Toronto and Kingston ; Hamilton, By-Town and
London appear to be without, and make no re-
turn under the head of edge-tool or other manu-
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