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fulfilment. Still the people were slow to4promineut evil
see that the hand of God was in their cal-  ifest there,

—— - = — __

which is unblushingly mag- will be greater than the glory of the former. believe the Bible, with its strange fish stories,
A SERMON BY REV. DUNCAN D. CURKIE, u Go ; ; and that is the violation of the More splendid structures will yet grace apd unaccounta
. ) , (amities. Apy unbelieving Jew could easily sanctity of the Lord’s day. God is jealous those streets where the fire-king has, during
Preached in  the Methodist Cf"’"“"y say that it was Nebuchadnezzar, and his about the observance of his sabbath. He the past week, so despotically reigned.
Church, '.St. John, N. l_f.. on éunday {irresistible hordes of heathens, that d d all 'declared after Jerusalem had suffered| III. Men have been wont, in earlier
evening, October 15th, 1871. [this. Though there is a sense in which | severe disasters, that he had brought all times,and perbaps in every age, to make
** And many nations shall pass by this city. | that saying would be true, yet it may also | this evil upon the city because the people the mercy, with which the Almighty tem-
and they shall say every man to bis neighbor, | be said that the Lord hath done it all. God | profaned his sabbath (Nehemiah 13 ; 18). ' pers his threatenings and his Jjudgments, an
Wkherefore bath the Lorp done this unto this‘ would have them remember that those cal- ;’Y use sentenee

o Chicago railway trains come and go on occasion of offence. ‘¢
greatcity."—Jeremiah 22: 8. amities were sent because sin abounded | the sacred day ; other business enterprises ' against ag evil work is not executed speed-
These words were spoken by Jeremiah |among them. And yet it was about as hard jare persistently pushed; and places of  ily, therefore the heart of the sons ot men
to the King ot Judah, and to the people Ofi then for men to recognize God's haod and |amusement are frequented ; as if men pre- is fully set in them to do evil.” Eccl. viii.
Jerusalem. It was a time of wide spread |voice in calamity as it is now. The ﬂamalaumed there is no God. There seems to!11. 1t may be erroneously inferred that
wickedoess. The people had been l.ujld.ilhut made Jerusalem a blackened mass of [to be no law in Chicago to interfere in !if other cities have sinned as Chicago has,

out cnd.  And the point of them oftea reminds beathen lands, though carrying the evil with

one of the remark that ** the world would be $he good, will, on the whole, facilitate the con-
quest ot the truth.

 CHlIcAGO BUENING,
can Book THE CHICAGO BURNING,

ble yarns about miracles, etc 2"

** Yet,"” replied the mate, ** you believe Bow-
[diteh’s Navigator, aud rely upon its state-
meants.”

**Of course I do, because I bave tested
their correctness by actual experience.”

** And for the same reasons I believe the
Bible ; and so will you, sir, when you come to
Christ aod learn of Him the truth.”

** I bave heard that statement before Briggs.
But how would you propose for me to come |laughs when God trowns.”
to Christ® | Let us bave a practical illustration.

very tame without sin.”
so-called, often turn upon some wickedness, 5. The fact that so many Christisa denom-
, weakness, failure—as the maundlin talk of a per- inations or societies—over Gifty in all—are la-
son intoxicated, the prolaneness of a |swearer, boriag on beatben soil for a common object,
the hypocrisy of a so-called Christian. The affords a sublime spectacle of Cbristian union
spice is the sin. |and of moral power. At first sight it Lmkn.

And there is a quaint saying, which one like division and weakness, but on a turther
would do well to remember, even at the risk view it strengthens the hold of that central prin-
of being strait-laced,—'* He who laughs at sin, | ciple which, through all variety of non-cssen-

| tials, still animates the common mMiss10nary
We | zeal of all evangelical believers in whatever
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ing their Louses ** by unrighteousness” and
their *“ chambers by wrong.” The King,
and the people, had - forsaken the covenant
of the Lord their God, and worshipped
other Gods, and servéd them,” therefore *¢ I
will prepare,” said the Lord, * destroyers
against thee, every one with his weapons ;
and they shall cut down thy choice cedars,
and cast them into the fire.” There were
those in Jerusalem who had said: * I will
build me a wide house and large chambers,
and cutteth him out windows, and it is
ceiled with cedar, and painted with vermil-
ion.”  But God distinc:ly warned that for-
getful and covetous™ people that, unless
they should keep his covenant, he would
‘‘ prepare destroyers” against them, and
then their splendid city, and their wide
houses, and large chambers, and furniture
of choice cedars, he would cast into the fire :
* And many nations shall pass by this city,
aud they shall say every man to his uneigh-
bor, wherefore hath the Lord doue thus un-
to this great city.”

The extensive fire “of the last Sunday
night, and Monday in Chicago, furnishes
us with a theme for this evening’s consider-
ation. We have not chosen these words be-
cause they are supposed to refer propheti-
cally to that appalling event, but because
they are singularly adapted te the existing
condition of affairs in that city.

Let us look at the prediction of the text
in its literal bearing. Here were two pos-
sible courses open to the people of Jerusa-
lem, and clearly indicated by the voice of
the Lord.

They had prosperity set before them.
“Thus saith the Lord ; Execute ye Judg-
ment and righteousness, aund deliver the
spoiled out of the hand of the oppressor ;
and do no wrong, do no violence to the
stranger, the fatherless, nor the widow,
neither shed innocent blood in this  place.
For if ye do this thing indeed, then shall
there euter in by the gates of this house
Kings sitting upon the throne of David,
riding in chariots and on horses, he, and his
servants, and his people (verses 3. 4.).”

They had also calamity set betore them.
“But if ye will not hear these words, I
swear b_)"m_vscll', saith the Lord that this
house shall become a desolation (verse 5).”

Here was a clearly indicated prediction.
If ye will not hearken unto the Lord theu
lock out for calamity. Desolation shall
sooner or later come. *“ 1 will prepare de-
stroyers against thee.” They shall accom-
plish what I shall appoint. 1 will make
the wrath of those destroyers to praise me.
Thy choice cedars will I cast into the fire.

The subsequent history of those in Jeru-
salem, to whom the Lord had thus spoken
shows that they did not hearken to his
words as to obey him. They treated Jeri-
miah and his message with indifference.
They fesred not the threat of God’s ser-
vant. After years of continued impiety
the threatened . vengeance came. The
choice places were swept over with fire.
And many nations have, between that time
and this, passed by that city, and said:
* Wherefore hath the Lorp done thus un-
to this great city ?”

Our cstimate of God’s ways in judgment
must be discrimivating. There seem to be
two classes of judgments which fall upon
the world. Oune class may be regarded as
special visitations, where vengeance, pro-
voked by enormous acts of wickeduess, fol-
lows upon the steps of the transgressor,
and falls upon the head of the guilty.
T'here seems also to be ano'her class of
visitatious where disaster comes as God's
rain comes, to the just and to the unjust
alike, and vot as the avenger of guilt. In
either case it were well, sometimes, at
least, to enquire, * Wherefore hath the
Lorp done thus ”

There are calamities then which are
God's swift judgments against sin. The
desolating fire which came upon Jerusalem,
as indicated in our text, belongs clearly to
this clags. God had threatenced, in the most
emphatic and solemn manuer, to send upou
Jerusalem the scourge of fire, and upon its
peopie the sorrows of captivity, if they
would ot keep his covenant : **1 swear by
myeelf, saith the Lorp, that this house
shall become a desolation.”

Years roll away. The words of Jere-
miah are treated with contempt. The peo-
ple keep not God's covenant.  Meanwhile,
in far-off Babylon, Nebuchadoezzar, the
foremost man in his realm, and the great-
est of the Bubylonian Kings, is * prepar-
ing destroyers” agaiast Jrrnr:\ll-.m. The
city is besieged by the li.l.‘)_\l()ll.l‘-ll) mon-
arch, and some of its chief inhabitants are
cartied away into captivity. .Sl.ill lllw peo-
ple fail to recognize that God is in ll'n‘s' cala-
mity, and they do not repent. Then a
sccond time Nebuchadvezzar threatened the
destruction of the city, but still the threat
was not fulfilled, aud the people did not re-
mcmber the covenant to keep it.  They
still despised the message of J«rclniuh: and
the oath which God had sworn, *“ until the
wrath of Jehovah arose against his people
till there was no remedy.” (2 Chron. 36:

16.) The day of the catastrophe came at
length. The conquering heathen ku?g cuter-
ed into the city aud gathered his spoils. The
brazen sea ; the twelve bulls upon which it

rested ; the two great pillars of the temple, |

Jachin and DBoaz; and other valuable
booty, were broken to pieces, and carried
away to Babylon. Then the fire was kin-
dled. The flames rose high and hot. The
memorable and magnificent temple ; the
proud palaces of the kiqg; the parsonages
of the priests; the * wide houses of the

" 1ich, aud the dwellings of the poor; were

all swept away by the vengeful flames.
Even the walls of the city were leveled
with the ground. Aund thousands of the
descendants of Abraham were carried away
as captives into Babylon.

All these things transpired just as the
prophet of the Lord had foretold. Even the
duration of the coming captivity was fixed

at seventy years, and had a strictly literal H

ruins were kiondled by Nebuchadnezzar, and
yet God did it. ‘- Wherefore hath the
Lorp done thus unto this great city?> Be-
cause they have forsaken the covenant of
the Lorp their God, and worshipped other
gods, and served them.”

We have other illustrations in Bible his-

tory which point in the same direction.
Look again at this same Jerusalem. Iis
waste places are repaired. The walls rise
again. Another temple is built. Other
dwellings line the streets. Centuries come
and go. The Lord of Life aud glory ap-
pears in its streets, its synagogues, and its
temple- He claims sovereiguty over men’s
hearts as King and as God. The nation
rejects his claims. People and priests are
alike involved in guilt. They again * for-
sake the covenant ot the Lorp their God.”
Ounce more there is the threat of calamity.
The Roman armies come. The city is de-
spoiled. Their choice places are swept by
fire. The second temple is in ruins, *“ not
one stone being left upon another that was
uot thrown down.” How easy it is for men
tosay : * the Roman armies did all this!”
How hard for the multitude to see God’s
Jjudgments against transgression !
Against Sodom and Gomorrah God hurl-
ed his vengeance sweeping those guilty
eities so terribly, because of their iniquities,
that perpetual desolation now reigns where
once busy thousands thronged their proud
streets.

You will remember the threatened judg-
ment pronounced against Nineveh—that
‘ exceeding great city of three days jour-
ney :” “Yet forty days snd Nineveh shall
be overthrowun.” Her calamity was im-
pending. But right wisely the people
hearkened to the messenger whom God sent,
and repented. Hence God let the lifted
thunder drop, and did not burl it against
that great city. Here was calamity following
after transgression; but ealamity averted
where repentance intervened.

May we not speak of Paris, the most
brilliant capital of Europe ; and upon which
such horrors have so recently come? Many
nations have passed by that renowned city ;
and they have said every man to his neigh-
bor: ** Wherefore hath the Lorp done thus
unto this great city 7"’ There are some pre-
scut here this evening who have passed
through its splendid streets. You have ad-
mired the rare beauty of the great city.
What elegant mansions! What exquisite
grounds and parks and gardens! What
order in the streets! What cleanliness !
How perfect its police arrangements ! How
admirable its government appears to be!
What city of all the world is the peer of
Paris in splendor? But, after all, has not
Paris been as a goodly apple that is rotten
at the core? What vice and crime reigned
in that great city! What high-handed in-
fidelity ! What unblushing disregard of
God’s commandments! How daringly was
God’s holy day profaned! And it God
still reigns, and abhors iniquity, as he says
he does, why should not he * prepare de-
stroyers against” that great city of Paris
also, and bring down its pride and its glory
tothe dust ?

We trace, we think, a direct connection
between the sin and the punishment. God
seems to have taken extraordinary paius to
teach men that where there is calamity in a
city they should recognize His hand in it.
A century and a half before Jeremiah’s
time the Lord taught the same lesson by
his prophet Amos: * Shall there be evil
(that is, calamity,) in a city, and the Lorp
bath not douve it?” (Amos 3. 6.) With
most remarkable persistency God has, in
every age, declared, as he did by Jeremiah,
that if a people will seek after truth and
righteousness, aond purity, there will be safe-
ty and peace and prosperity ; and that if a
people will not keep His covenant the con-
sequences will be ruinous. Every book in
the Bible, from beginning to end, without
any exception, though written hundreds of
years apart, under different circumstaunces,
and by different men, agrees in this one cen-
tral statement: Do good and it shall be
well with you—do evil and it shall be ill
with you. And yet there almost seems to
be uo truth more difficult to recognize than
that. When calamity comes how earnestly
some ‘men seek ‘to account for it in any
other way than as something in which God
has had a part!

Let us see what adaptation our sub-
ject has to the recent fire in Chicago. The
Divine ruler claims sovereignty over Chi-
cago, as over other cities ; and governs in
his own wise ways, and for his own bene-
ficent purposes. It the Lord hath done
thus unto great cities of the Eastern hem-
isphere, because they kept not his coven-
ant, shall it be more tolerable with the
great cities of our day, and of our land,
that have been lifted to heaven in point of
privilege 7 The same Divine administra-
tion continues. The same principles pre-
vailin the Divine government. And by Him
who judged those cities are the cities of to-
day to be judged.

Thero are two ways in which you may
look upon Chicago. Many of you have
mingled with some of its people, and of its
scenes. It has grown from a village to agreat
city with marvellousrapidity. It has not only
atiained unto greatness commercially, but in
its Christian enterprises, its Sunday-schools,
and its churches, it will compare favourably,
perhaps, with any city in the land. We
will not doubt but that, to day as devoted,
as earnest, and as saiotly worshippers,
have gathered before God in their sanctu-
aries, as in any other city in the world.
But there isanother view to be taken of
that great city ; and from which, perbaps,
we should not, under our present circum-
stauces, turn away. The words which
Jeremiah addressed to Jerusalem are singu-
larly adapted to Chicago : * They have for-
saken the covenant of the Lord their God.”
Without dwelling upon the vices that
abound in that city, as in other similar

eommunities, we may refer, st least, 0 one

ter its protes.. The authorities seem prac-
tically to say :” if there be a God let him
look out for himself; and, if he be Jjealous
about his sabbath, let him take care of his
day as best he can.”

If God be true to himselt why should he

the ungodliness of men. Has this appali-
ing burning come without his knowledge ?
Does any eveut lie outside of the divine
plan ? Has God anything to-do with Chica-
go? Does he love the great city enough to
chasten it because of its wrongs and for its
good? Does be seek in this astounding
conflagration both to rebuke, and to teach
the afflicted city, which had grown so rich
with such unparallcled speed, and has now
grown so desolate with such unparalleled
haste? Was it the sovereign ruler over all
who, the other day, prepared destroyers ;
who had kept back, for so many weeks, the
rain from the c'ouds; who gave to the
stormy wind and to the flames, last Sunday
night their commission; and who cast
“ wide houses,” ‘‘large chambers,” and
¢ cedar,” and black-walout, and mahogany,
into the terrible fire 7 Who will dare say
that, in all this, there is no God?

Why should we ignore God in the event?
Is not God everywhere? Does a single
sparrow fall to the ground without his no-
tice? Shall there be calamity in acity any-
where, and the Lord hath not coutrol over
it? Hath Chicago been so fearfully scour-
ged, and had the Lord nothing to do with
that scourging ?

Many nations have passed by that city
since last Monday morning. There is,
perhaps no considerable village in Europe,
or on our own Continent, where men have
not said to one another : ** Wherefore hath
this happened unto this great city ? * Who
shall furnish the one complete aud satisfac-
tory answer? Do the words of inspiration
which were spoken to Jerusalem, apply
also to Chicago: ‘‘ Because they have
forsaken thc covenant of the Lord their
God, and worshipped other Gods and
served them!” ‘

We do not undertake to furnish ot
present, an answer to our own interroga-
tories. We are probably too near the
event to measure accurately its significancy.
There is now, and there will coutinue to be
doubtless, much of mystery aboutit. Still
we thipk we may say that God saw this
terrible scourge was needed, and that in
bis wisdom and love he was taithful and
firm enough to seud it. Is there such a
thing as the wrath of God ?is that wrath
revealed against Sabbath-breaking, and
licentiousuess, aud other forms of vice?
Did He make Sodom a perpetual waste by
one awful burning ? Did he overthrow old
Nineveh, and Babylon, and Capernaum,
and Carthage, because of their ungodliness”
The ruins of those aud other ancient cities
are eloquent commentaries on the word of
inspiration,and show that is it a part of God’s
plan that calamity shall follow after sin.

If we find ourselves appalled somewhat
before the magnitude of this extraordinary
burning, and do not readily comprehend all
God’s ways in it, we may at least humbly
call upon God in our perplexity and in-
quire: ‘ Wherefore hath the Lorp done
thus uato this great city "

The train ot thoughts we have been fol-
lowing suggests some important lessons.

I. Our text indicates that the forsaking
of God’s covenant is not ouly an act of re-
bellion, but is unprofitable in the long run.
The railway companics of Chicago, no
doubt, assumed that the running of their
trains on Sundays would increase their divi-
dends. In other business enterprises it has
been supposed that attention to secular
affuirs on the Sabbath would more rapidly
augment their riches. Being in haste to
grow rich they forsake ** the covenant of
the Lord their God,” and worship their
gods of gold and silver, and serve them. But
out of the red, rampant flames, out of the
tumbling buildings of brick and stone, out
of the blackened and smoking ruins, there
comies once more the testimony which six
thousand years of history bave borne,—
that it is unwise and unprofitable to forsake
the covenant of the Lord. Shrewd business
men, and large business companies, may
build great structures, and may pile up large
gains, and may say un:o themselves: *‘now
are we secure in our strongholds of wealth ;
we can eat, and drink, and be merry.”
But, in an hour when they think not, their
riches may take uuto themselves the swift
wings of fire and of flame and fly away.
How quickly can God take away from the
wrong doer, the ill-gotten gains which bave
grown out of the forsaking of the covenant
of the Lord.

1I. We have not spokeu of Chicago in
the spirit of throwing stoues at that great
city. Our bouse bas 100 much glass about
itto justify an experiment like that. While
we bave spoken thus we have remembered
that we as a community are far from being
guiltless. We must not assume that those
** eighteen upon whom the tower in Siloam
fell and slew them, were sinners above all
those who dwelt in Jerusalem.” Nor must
we necessarily inler that Chicago is more
guilty than other cities. God does not now,
as he did in the time of the flood, sweep all
the guilty away by one merciless stroke.

uot now, as in other times, deal boldly with |

| will be rich again.

God’s behalf, and either stay the wrong, |and they do not suffer in the same way, |
or, being powerless in that direction, to ut- | tharafore it can not be that the good Lord | an
| bath dove thug uato that great city. God is |
{ patient, forbearing, long suffering, and with

tardy and reluctant steps overtakes the sin-
ning with his judgments. And because he
does not burn other cities; and warns, and
waits, and employs various agencies to lead
men to himsalf and to a better and a higher
life, many will now probably argue that in
the sad desolation of Chicago there was no |
God.

IV. By this great disaster we are remind- |
ed how insecure all worldly treasures are.
One week ago to-night thousands of persons |
weunt to their houses as was their wont,— |
some from places of worship, some from
scenes of gaiety and amusement. Asthe mid-
night hour draws near multitudes are wrapt
in slumber. Weary men are seeking
needed rest. Little children lie in the|
soft arms of their sweet sleep. Upon the|
stillness of the midnight hour the alarm is
raised. The heavens are filled with flakes
of fire. The destruction goes on with
giant strides. Rich men are made sudden-
ly poor Mauny who bad by hard and pa-
tient toil, apparently secured a competence
for the waning years of old age are sadly
destitute bow. Many, who once were rich
But many who have
suffered in this great burning, will. never
more know the worldly comforts which, a
woek ago, they had. With trumpet voice
this mighty conflagration proclaims, that
this world’s treasures may take to them-
selves quick wings and fly away, and Dbids
us therefore, to put not our trust in them.

V. When we call up betore us those vis-
itations of the Omaipotent, may we not look
upon them as symbols of the great judg-
ment of the last day > Who in that dread
day shall be able to stand > Who shall
dwell with the devouring fire> Is there
any door of escape for us? Is there any
way of assurance against loss in the judg-
ment burnings? There is indeed a way of
mercy. Help is laid upon QOue who is
mighty to save. ‘I am the way, the truth
and the life,” says Jesus the Christ. Oun
Him for the repenting and believing there
ig deliverance from the impending calamity.
In Him there are ucsearchable and abiding
riches. Lay hold, then, upon Jesus. Flee
for thy life. Tarry not in all the plain.
Escape to the mountains lest thou be con-
sumed. And let us carry away with us
from the sanctuary, the conviction firml
fixed within, that if we fear God, aud love
God, and keep his commandments, then,
and only then, shall it be well with us.

THE INFIDEL CAPTAIN.

A BAILOR'S YARN.

The ship ** St. Thomas,” Capt, Robert Wil-
liams, was bound from New York to Liverpool
in the month of June. Favored by a tresh
westerly wind, she soon cleared the land, and
on the first Sunday out, was going along finely
with all drawing sail set. The chief mate Mr.
Wm. Briggs, after the crew had breakfasted,
and the watch had been set, asked the captain
if he had any objections to calling the men aft
to prayers. ‘‘ No objections whatever Mr.
Briggs, provided you do the preaching and
praying yourself; for- you know well enough
that I bave but little faith in such exercises.”
Capt.Williams was between forty and fifty years
of age, a plain, blunt seaman, who was more
ambitious of being considered an enterprising
ship master than a Christian. 1lis mate was
not quite thirty, and was indebted to him for
his promotioa from before the mast to second
mate, and then to that of chiet mate ; they had
sailed together for many years, and each bac
boundless confidence in the other. Apprecia-
ting the motives ot his mate, he always per-
mitted him to have prayers on board when the
state of the weather was favorable, although he
took no interest in religious matters himself,
Mr. Briggs, ordered the watch to arrange some
seats on the quarter deck, while he went for-
ward himself and invited the watch below to
come aft, and listen to the reading of the
Scriptures, and such other religious exercises
as the occasion might suggest, remarking
at the same time that it was not his desire to
force any man against his will. Without a
murmur the watch below, as well as that on
deck, repaired to the quarter-deck, and were
soon seated around the capstan. The captain
took charge of the deck himself ; thyt is,looked
out for the proper steerage of the sbip, and re-
lieved the second mate, whose watch it was, to
join the men at-prayers. These arrangements
completed, the chief mate placed a Bible on
the capstan, read a chapter from the New Tes-
tament, made some remarks upon it and then|
prayed ; after which he read a sermon and clos-
ed with prayer. The whole exercisas occupicd
about an hour, and seemed to produce a good
effect upon the men, who, during the rest of the
day in their intercourse with one another, talk-
ed about religion.

That afternoon when it was the mate's watch
on.deck, Capt. Wiliaws entered into conver-
sation with bim as follows : —

** 1 say Briggs, what does all your preach-

Y | creed is very simple; I know that I am a sin-

** By retiring to your state-room alone sir, bave all been shocked at the recent revela- | land. o ; 4
d throwing yourselt upon your knees, and |tions which have made New York |a proverb | beathen mind, it gives confidence to Christians

If it does not yet add conviction to the

imploring bim with your whole soul te enlight- | a0d a by-word, trom the enormous iniquity of | at home.

en you. Continue this process every moment |
Yyou can spare from the ship's duty, and 1 will|
be answerable that you will not pray long in|
vain it you pray sincerely.”

‘* But you must first convince me, Briggs, |
that the Bible is true before I make a fool of |
myself in my stateroom.”

** My dear captain,” replied the mate, ** I
cannot convince you, that is the work of the
«loly Spirit ; but I can and often do pray for
vou. Yet let us recur to Bowditch's Navaiga-
tor again, and see if we cannot make out a case
from it in tavor of the truth ot the Bible. Both
ot us believe the Navagator, yet neither of us
know thoroughly the principles by which all
its numerous tables have been calculated, many
of which we use every day without question.
If we make a bad land-fall, or, at the end
of a day discover that we have made a different
course from which we have projected, we do not
attribute the errors to Bowditch, but to our
miscalculation. It is {just so with the humble
inquirer about truth; the Bible is his Naviga-
tor, be be ieves it the fountain of living truth,
endeavors to shape the course of his hte by it;
and when he errs he looks for the error in him-
self, and not in the Bible.”

‘* Avast, Briggs !" interrupted the cep tain,
‘‘ your comparison, is not pat; the truth ot
Bowditch bas been tested by thousands in
all parts of the ocean, and never found faulty ;
but it is not so with your religion. Loek at the
numerous sects into which it is cut up, most ot
them qurrelling with one another, and all con-
tending that they are right; there is no such
difference of opinion among seamen about the
truth of Bowditch.”

‘“Nor is there any difference of opinion
among poor sinners when they are bound to
Christ,” replied the mate; ** they all steer the
same course ; they all come to Him by prayer
and supplication; and when they bave found
Him precious to their souls, they give expres-
sion to their gratitude by associating them-
selves with those who are most [congenial to
their modes of thought, just as shipmasters
bound to the same port make their passages
according to their own notions. For my part
I enjoy myselt with pious people of every
name who love our Lord Jesus Christ. My

ner, I belicve that Christ is a Saviour, and
that the Bible is the Word of God, because its
glorious truths have been tested not by thouse
ands, like the physical truths of Bowditch's
Navigajor, but by millions, many of whom
bave laid down their liaes rather than renounce
them.”

‘¢ Still, Briggs,” said the captain, * I dou't
believe the Bible. The fact is, I have never
looked into it since 1 was a boy,”

*“ The greater your loss, captain, but I have
no doubt your mother believed it, and has
oiten spoken o you about Christ, and tanght
youto pray whea you were a child. If you
will take the trouble to visit Jim Wood's gin-
palace, in Play-House Square, when we reach
Liverpool, and enter into conversation with the
people there about the Bible, they will laugh
at you, and sneeringly tell you it is a humbug;
in short, repeat your own arguments; but it
you will leave there and obtain admission into
the best society, you will fiud that every person
present will speak with revereace of the Bible.
Now I know you love good company here, and
that you dislike the low, vulgar conversation of
the profane ; therefore, 1 should like to see you
make some eflort to prepare your:elf for the so-
ciety of the redeemed in heaven.”

** What you have said about my mother,
Briggs, is true as the needle to the pole, God
bless ber; I cau’t help saying so, for she was
good to me, and if there is a beaven, she is
surely there.”

‘“ And, of course, captain, you would like to
join her there, when you bave run down your
reckoning here. You bave either to join her,
or such fellows as those who frequeat places
like Jim Wood's. Which like you the best:
gamblers, drunkards, and thieves, or your
mother ? This is the simple question which
you must decide for yourself.

Here the ship’s duty interrupted the conver-
sation, but that night Capt. Williams thought
much of the teachings o1 his mother, ber ear-
nest prayers to God in his behalt, and the
flimsy arguments with which be had so long
deluded bimself about the Bible; and the more
he thought the more uneasy he became. He|
felt that he was a sinner in the sight of God,
unworthy of the many favors he enjoyed, and
during the whole of that passage whenever an
opportunity offered, he engaged in earnest con-
versation with his mate. lle was alarmed at
the prospect of being forever separated from
his mother, for he loved her dearly; and this
feeling soon gave birth to others ot a more
spiritual nature, and finally he was led to ex-
claim, * What shall I do to be saved ?"—
Zion's Herald.

+ sew

ing and prayiog amouant to in the long run? I
bave managed to get along very well thus far l
without either, and it I were to die to day, 1|

His judgments are tempered with mercy.

reed.
like a fire, yet it soon to pity turns.
pitiful loving kindness he turus towards
those he has smitten. They who kiss the
rod, and with repentance and faith turn to
him, he carries in his arms, as a mother
doth her babe in her bosom. He will look
again upon that great city, from whose hot
ruins the smoke is still rising, with smile-
full eye, and will give to her again beauty
for ashes. The glory of the rebuilt eity

Though he doth smite, and wound, and | knowingly, and bave always cnduv?md to do
bruise, yet he will not break the bruised |my duty to my owners aud my family. What
Though his anger sometimes burnsi
With |

could safely say that I never injured any man |

more can a man do, evea if be had all the relig-
on in the world "

¢ Captain Williams, " replied the mate, ** this
world, sir, is not our bome ; we are only here
for a few short years, and then we go to the
place for which we have prepared ourselves.”

** Place [” interrupted the captian, ** place—
what do you or I or any one else know aboat
any other place than this world ? Place indeed

!
STRAIT-LACED. ,

Some of us are said to be
and the charge is made in a tone which im-
plies reproach; but, like the word DPuritan, |
which has come to be rather complimentary |
than otherwise, the term may speak in one's
favor.

‘¢ strait-laced,™

I find the definition in the dictionary—
‘¢ strait-laced”—**rigid in opinion, strict in
manners or morals.”

This ought to be no reproach in these days. |
For they are days *of license, freedom of
opinion, which is all right; but with a treedom
also in manners and morals, which is not

right.

You do not suppose that I am silly enoagh to

These are days of stories and aneedotes with-

those who have gained control ot her fiaances
and goverament.
Everybody knew it, for months and years,

are numbered by bundreds, it not thousands.

6. The methods of missionary enterprise are
greatly improved, as compared with early et-
forts. The raising up of native agencies is

{and the jokes and smart sayings on the subject | POW & demonstrated success. For years, val-

uable influence was lost for want of it. Noble

It bas been stated, and it is true, that .]linpocimenl of preachers have been found in

this evil was but the outbreaking of a deprav-
ed state of the whole system. Politics were
of necessity demoralizing, and good men could
bardly meddle with politics without being
defiled. Even if they maintained their integ-
rity, they were none the less abused and ac-
cused. Ttis a part ot the penalty we pay for
the sin, the national sin which brought upon
us a civil war and its consequent demoraliza-
tion. One is reminded of some very plain and
rather unsavory language of Scripture,—** Rot-
tenness entered into my bones."

It you have a quick perception, you would
be surprised to see how many ** good stories”
turn upen this political corruption; as witness
this, in a religious paper, which means to be
good and only good. It merely terms it ** of-
fended dignity,” and runs thus:

In atime of high political excitement in a
certain State, a colored minister was supposed
to have such influence with his flock, that it
was needful to secare him for one party. IHe
was ** approached,” as the term is, and finally
the ‘* question™ was asked, how much money
would be necessary to secure his vote and in-
fluence? With an alr of offended dignity
brother ——— replied :

‘“Now, gemmem, as a regular awdained
minister—dis ting has gone jes as far as my
conscienceZwill “low; but, gemmem, my son
will call round to see you in de mornin’.”

Now, in plain English, aside from the fun,
here is a man, a Christian man and minister,
or a hypocrite, who can be bought and sold po-
litically ; who is ashamed to own it, but not to
do it, and who demoralizes his son by making
bim partaker in his deeds, and the story is cet
before us—to laugh at.

This is not an isolated case, there are hun-
dreds ; proving, with regard to some, those
words ot Holy Scripture, * Even their mind
and conscience is defiled.”

Now, we cry out for reform. The cleansing
of the political arena is a work to which the
cleansing of the Augean stables would be, i
the comparison, a light task.

But all reforms must be individual, and some-
thing will be done when we cherish and culti-
vate individuality— a quick conscience as re-
gards these things.

Sin is sin, ard evil is evil, no matter how
sharply or brightly the story is told.

Words change their meaning; a fool now is
one who is naturally deficient in reason and
common sense. A fool in the Scripture sense,
is one who is wicked and maintains his wick-
edness. One who perhaps tells good stories
and laughs over them when their point is
i niquity

* Fools make a mock at sin."—N. Y. Ob-
server.

THE DUTY OF EVERYBODY.

*“Go ye into all the world, and preach the
Gospel to every creature.” It could not be
made plainer.  Disciple, baptize and teach
every one. As long as a single creature is
eft any shere the limit iy not reached, the field
is not filled, the work that
not done.

Curist plaoned is

Are we the persons to whom the command is
addressed ? There can be no doubt of it, for
Christ spake it to his disciples, and then added,
* Lo!I am with you alway, even unto the end
of the world ?” which shows that the command
is delivered to the entire succession of his dis-
ciples, down to the end of time. When the
world and the Church become co-extensive,
then the world is at end, and the Church alone
shall exist in millennial glory, and we all can
have a good time and enjoy ourselves.

Behold, then, the command issued from head-

[quarters, the field indicated, the campaign

planned, and ourselves the parties commanded.
Is it not manifest that we are under obligation
to prosecute this work ?

Certain officers once spoke in the presence
of the Duke of Wellington of the missionary
enterprise as though there could befno rational
prospect of success. The old Iron Duke was
aroused, and replied: ** When the chief issues
marching orders, what are you, the under offi-
cers and the rank aud file of the army to do ?”
“We are to march.” * Well Lere are the
marching orders to the chief: * Go ye into all
the world and preach.' Your duty is to march
and fight. The responsibility of success lies
with the commander, not with you.” If they
did not march they would be shot.—The Kev.
H. M. Scudder, D. D.

WHAT MISSIONS ARE DOING.

1. Christian civilization is fast supplanting
every otber, and a cbronology dating trom the
Saviour's birth must soon come into use in the
world's commercial reckoning. Dating from
Hegiras or Dynasties must be laid aside.

2. With such vantage-ground in commerce
and such recessary ioterchange, no arbitrary
restraints of false systems can bide from advan-
ced minds in every land, the superior religious
principles which underlie our civilization.

3. The fact that Asiatic Governments are
sending so many youth at public expense to
study our institutions, is certainly most sus-
picious, as indicating the uttitude of leading
governing minds.

4. The diffusion of books and newspapers,
the tide of travellers through all foreign marts,
the eontact of railroads aad telegraph lines in

nearly all beathen nations. The native mind
has capability and susceptibility. With the
grace ot God the pagan must become a chiet
reliance in the salvation of his fellows. Hun.
dreds of native churches are now under the
pastoral care of men of their own nationality,
and supported wholly or in part Ly their gifts.

7. Tte best schools in heathen lands are
those which have been formed under Christian
auspices. It is the very highest testimony to
their value, that in many instances the sunport
of heathea governments is treely given them.

8. The Word of God is now translated into
two hundred and seventy-four languages ; many
of these were, until within a short period,
beathen Jtongues. In bow few languages can
the Koran be fonnd or the Shasters ?

9. At more than four thousand different sta
tions and out stations in heatbea lands, the Gos-
pel is now preached by living men. Two thou-
sand missionaries are at work in the broad field,
and all Christian laborers, foreign and native
number more than four thousand.

10. The greatest ot all gains is that which
must be found in subtle, and yet effective moral
changes in the whole attitude of the Leathen
world. It is like the delicate electrical changes
which precede the storm. We have no spirit-
ual barometer to mark them, but their power
will surely be felt at no distant period. The
storm or the earthquake will come suddenly
perhaps ltke the casting aside of Sandwich
Island idolatry, or ot Budhism in Japan, and
the prediction will be fulfilled of nations born
at once.— Western ddvocate.

MR. SPURGEON IN ROME.

A oorrespondent of the Telegraph, writing
from Rome, Dec. 13, says:—

The greatest—nay, the sole—event of impor-
tance which bas occurred in Rome during the
last few days is the arrival of Mr. Spurgeon
and his intended sojourn bere till the 15th inst.
Mr. Spurgeon in Rome! How strange do
these worde sound! The enemy of monks
and nuns, the denouncer of idolatry and Mari-
olatry, the foremost among Dissenters in the
greatest Dissenting country on the face of the
earth, has arrived in the city of Pius 1X.—the
eity, I should rather say, which once belonged
to Pias 1X—and preached a sermon against
Popery within a trumpet's call of the Vatican.
Although Mr. Spurgeon has in a material sense
of the words, ** gone over to Rome,” in the
spirit he bas been as far away as ever—nay,
farther than before; for, like Luther, he has
seen the Papal City with his bodily eyes, and
bates the religion against which he ** protests,”
all the more bitterly for having done so. He
described Rome, in one of the most eloquent
sermous be {ever preached, as an ** idolatrous
city,” and he warned his hearers against idol«
atry in terms as startling as they were persua-
sive,

The sermon of Sunday morning was deliyer-
ed in the Presbyterian Church, outside the
Porta del Popolo, the regular minister ot which
is Dr. Lewis: not the Establisbed Scotch
Church, inside the walls, of which the minister
is Mr. Paton. The audience was very large ;
the interest, both ot old and young, inteuse ; tho
oration a perfect triamph. Perbaps the boldest
thing Mr. Spurgeon ever said in his life was
said in his running comments before the sermon
while reading a chapter of Scripture. Some-
how or other, be introduced Rome and Roman
affairs into his discourse, and raising bis bauds
and eyes at the same time—the bands clasped,
the ey es turned up to the ceiling—he broke out,
without warning or preparation of any kind, in
the following terms: ** O Victor Emmanuel !
O Ewmmanuel of Heaven, thou true Victor!
Help the Italians, bless and sanclify their cause,
and make them prosperous.” 1 do not think
the cry of ** Fire !" or ** Stop thief " uttered in
the midd'e of the sermon would have caused
much wore sensation thun this prayer did ; sowme
of the congregation looked frightened, some in-
dignant, some paintully amused; a few old
ladies secmed as if they would rush out of the
church, bat, being too lar from the door, kept
their seats ; others sppeared bewildered, bardly
knowing whether to laugh or o cry,’ and quite
beside themselves. Others, again—and they
tormed the greater portion of the congregation,
both as regards men and women—sat, as it
were, spell-bound and devout-looking, wonder- .
ing what would come next, and prepared appar-
ently for any change, no matter how violent—
from grave to gay, from passion to grim humoq
The cbange came, and came adroitl y —came
belore it was possible to laugh or to feel really
aogry ; and tears, worked up from the depths
of the beart, came to the eyes of those who a
momeut before cast looks of reproach and mis-
giving at this singular preacher.

We should all be up acd doing,
Virtue's golden paths pursuing ;
Working bard and working ever,
Lagging by the wayside never,
Putiing all our strength together,
Pulling in barmonious measure ;
For cach other’s pleasure ready,
With our bearts all true and steady ;
If this our active life should be,
How bappy then aad joyous we !

The only way to make the mass of mankind
to sae the beauty ot justice, is by showing them,
in pretty plain terms, the eonsequenes of injas-
tioe.—Sydney Bmith.




