ble one,
, placed

former’
ct what
the im-
original

" Christ
myself
iy of the
great a
noked in

my own

a certain
servation
ause the
enlarged
one ano-
but con-
err ; and
est ¢ we
conside-
nnd good
e infinite:
, relurns
ssurance

yorkiman-

hverlook-
rorks, or

tention ; particularly so, if we consider his omnipre-
sence and his omniscience. What a reflection,—That
God, infinite in wisdom, boundless in mercy, long-
suffering, not willing that any should perish, devised a
plan for the salvation and redemption of man—though
fallen from original righteousness, thereby incurring
the curse of a broken law, yet mercy cries, I have
found a ransom, ‘¢ ‘I'he sced of the woman shall bruise
the serpent’s head.” 'I'he fulfilnent of this promise
was verified in the Saviour, Jesus Christ, who in due
time took our nature upon him, appeared in our world,
taught us the way to eternal happiness, administered
the healing balin—a certain curc for all our natural
and spiritual disorders—endured the contradiction of
sinners, cruel mockings, scourgings, and the most ig-
nominious of all deaths, the cruel death of the croass,
that we through his sufferings might be perfected in
holiness, and made partakers of jovs ineffuble, in that
kingdom of glory reserved and eternal in the heavens.
Through his poverty we became rich; he bore the
burthen of our sins, satisfied an offended Deity, and
thus completed our salvation. \Yhat love! What
mercy ! The Son of God in our flesh suffering for
man ! How happy the condition of that intellectunl
heingz, who is vensible of this atonement, and feels his
Maker’s prasence by the secret effects his mercy ar:ﬁ
loving kindness iitpart to his believing mind !  Fai

in Christ, and faith in his promises, recalises the anthe
cipation of future glory. ‘The truc Christian hay this
hope, and ulso positive assurance, that, as sin ahounds
grace dotht much more abound ; ‘“ for as by one man’s
disobedience miMy were mAd¥Wnnérs; so by the obe-

dience of one shall mnany be made righteous.” We

have also this consolation in the omyiipresence of God,
that though not visible to our natural vision yygt he ie
not far, or absent fromn us. \Were the-soul _np;rate
from the body, and to wing its flizht bcyoﬁ:l'the vise-
ble bounds of creation; arid for millions of Wy ®ont
tinue its progress through infinite space, it would still
find itself in the ¢mbraces of its Creator, and encom-
passed with the immensity of the Godhead. HoWw de-
plorable inust be the condition of that being, who is
thus present with his Maker, and receives no extraor-
dinary benefit or advantage from this his presence, docs
not co-operate with the strivings of the Holy Spirit, re-
ceiving none of those advantages which are perfective
of our nature, and necessary to our well-being. Equal-
Iy miserable must be the conditiop of that perisa, who
feels no other effect from divine influence bt what
may-proceed from a censcioustiess of his unpardoned
xins, and that of divine wrath and indignatica. The
Divinity being with us, in us, and around us, will be

of no advantage to us if we do not expericece, sensi--

bly feel and art led by the Spirit, and are.made the
happy recipients of his love and constant.regard. A
man without religion is as if there were no God. The
infinite goodness of God is such that he cannot remove
himself fiom any of his creatures, vet he nay with-
draw all the joys and consolations of its essence ; his
presence, na doubt, is nccessary to support us in our
existence, but he may leave our existence to itself with
regard to its happiness or misery ; in this gense, it is

said he may cast us away, and take his Holy §
frotn us. ‘This single consideration should awaken
our fears, and ciuse us to flee 1o the outstretched arms
of a once crucified, but now risen, Saviour ; open our
hearts to all thoge effusions of joy and gladness which
are o ncar at hand, and always ready to be poured
in great abundance upon us ; and more especially if
we coudider tlie state of the impenitent, who will fecl
the dread effects of his anger in wrath aod indignation:
resting assured that the great Author of our being wilt
not be always as one indifferent to any of his crea-
tures. Those who will not realize his love, shall and
inay be sure, in the end to receive that sentence which
an offended Justice will pronouncs ; und awful indeed
will be the situation of-him, who is senﬂe_‘pf the he-
ing of a God only by what he is doomed to suffer from
hisjjustice, and rejected mercy. -
Windsor, Nov., 1838, ‘ —ssesee
R ——
Corvesponvence.”

M=. Epitonr,— .

Ix your namber fur January 28th, I seg certain queries, pre-
posed from one of your subscribers, on wha’f‘;iq" demhnded
from every individual for the sugport of the worship of Al-
mighty God. I beg leave to offer a few remarks, which may
serve in some measore as a solation of his first query.

Your subscriber asks,—** Is theve in the Old Testament
any command of God which reqdirsy fiib people to sapport
his ministers and worship ; and if so, what amount is required

of each person ?**

I anewer,—Cettainly thers is a positive command of God
for thiein the Old Testament ; and the amount required from
each plasen was the tenth of all their increase. In Leviticos
we learn, that the Liord claimed the fithe of the whole land.
¢+ And all the tithe of the lnnd, whether of the seed of the
innd, or of the fruit of the tree, is the Lord's : it is holy unta
tholord. And eoncerning the tithe of the herd, or of the
flock, even of whatsoever passeth under the rod, the tenfh
shall be boly unta the Lord. Lev. zxvii. 30—32.

And in the book of Numbers, we find that the Lord gave
this tenth of the whole land to the Levites. ¢ Behnld I hava
given the children of Levi all the tenth in Israel for an inhe
ritance, for their service which they serve, even the service
of the tabernacle of the congregation.’”* Nuam. xviii. 21. And
in the same chopter we find, that the Levites were to give a
teuth of all they received 1o the Priests. ** Thus speak unte
the Levites, and #ny unto them,—When ye take of the chil-
dren of Tsrael the tithea which 1 have given you from them
for your inheritance, then ye shall offer up a heave-offering
of it for the Lord, even a tenth part of the tithe. And this
your heave-offering shall be reckoned unto you, as thoogh it
were the corn of the threshing-floor, and the fulness of the
wine-press. Thus ye also shall offer a heave-offering umto
the Lord of all your tithes, which ye receive of the children
of Israel : and ye sball give thereof the Lord’s Leave-offer-
ing to Aaron the prjest. Out of all your gifte ye shall offer
every heave-offering of the Lord, of all the hest thereof, evan
the hallowed part thereof out of it.—Wherefore thou shalt
say unto them,—When ye have heaved the best thereof from
it, then it shall he counted unto the Levites ss the incresse
of the threshing-floor, and as the inerease of the wine-press.’’
Num. xviii. 26—30.




