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PASTORAL LETTER

OF HIS LORDSHIP

RT. REV. JOHN WALSH, D.D.,
BISHOP OF LONDON,

Promulgating the Decrees of the First Provincial
Council of Toronto,

Joux Warsn, by the Grace of God and the
appointment of the Holy Sec, Bishop of
London.

To the Clergy, Religious Communities and the
Laity of the Diocese, health and bene-
diction in the Lord.

DesrLy Brrovep BreETures,

We have the pleasure to inform you that
the decrees of the first Provineial Council
of Toronto have been returned from Rome,
revised and corrected by the supreme au-
thority of the Holy See.” We have already
solemnly promulgated them to our clergy
assembled in spirvitual retreat, and now
again, we by these presents publish them
for our Diocese, and ordain that they shall
be reverentially and faithfully observed by
all whom they concern within our Episcopal
Jurisdietion.

The First Provincial Council of Toronto
forms an epoch in the ecclesiastical history
of this Province ; it is as it were the term of
an old state of things that hag passed
away, and the starting point, let us hope,
of a bright and prosperous future for the
Church in Ontario.

Until 1870 the Ecelesiastical Province
of Quebee comprised Eastern and Western
Canada, but in that year, the Holy See, in
its wisdom, and in ‘its solicitude for the
spiritual welfare of its children, erected the
Ecelesiastical Province of Toronto, which
comprises the civil limits of Ontario, with
the exception of that part of it which lies
within the bounds of the Diocese of Ottawa,
and the Vieariate Apostolic of Pontiac.

If we indulge in a retrospect on this
oceasion, it isto bless and thank God for

the marvelous increase he has mercifully |

vouchsafed to His Chureh in this Province,
But a few years ago, and there were only a
few scattered priests laboring in the Lord's
vineyard in Ontario; Catholic families, poor
and ‘ll]lfrl.l'll(h'(], were toiling in the wildey-
ness, striving to cut out a homestead from
the reluctant forest ; children grew up with-

out religious instruction, and many of them |

were, i consequence, lost to the church.

The little ones of Christ were famishing for |

the bread of life, and there were few or no
consecrated hands to break it unto them.
The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, the great
central act of Christian worship, for which
the most glorious structure ever designed
by human genius and built by human
hands is too unworthy, could be offered up
but at distant intervals, and then only in
the smoky cabin, or in the humble log
chapel.  Marriages were often unblest by
the ministrations of the Church, and the
Sundays were unsanctified. The sick and
sorrow-stricken were in many instances de-
prived of the consolations of licion ; and,
too frequently, alas, souls went to their dread
account, unshrived, and unanointed, in the
loneliness of the forest.

But the picture which now presents it-
self is, thank God, very different.  Ontario
is at present an Leclesiastical Province,
having an Archbishop and four suffragan
Bishops, nearly three hundred priests, and
a_Catholic population of about 830,000,
Happier than the faithful of other countries,
We possess a system of Catholie primary
education established by law: we have a
sufficient number of colleges and convent-
ual academies for higher edueation, and
also charitable institutions for the nrotection
of orphans, and for the healing and com-
fort of the sick and suffering.  Churches
have arisen in our cities, towns and villages,
and crosses  gleam  from  their steeples
through the length and hreadth of the land.

To the holy bishops and zealous and
devoted priests who have passed to their
reward, this happy state of things is, under

God, mainly due. They bore the burden of |

the day and the heats : they sowed in tears
that we might reap in joy: * Sowing they
went and wept, casting their seeds, but we,
coming with joyfulness, carry the sheaves.
—Psalm cxxvi. 66.) It is for us clergy to
take up the great work which they began:
On us the responsibility of the present,
and, in a sense, of the future de pends.
Canada is a free and happy country ;: no
penal law has ever soiled the pages of her
statute book; no state trammels hamper
the action or clog the activity of the Holy
Church. Heve the bride of Christ may walk
forth in all her loveliness like unto the
spouse of the Canticles coming up from the
desert, fragrant with perfumes of the sweet-
est odours ; here there is opened out to the
energies and divine zcal of the Chureh, a
field of labor, fair and free as that on which
theeyes of the Patriarch rested when about
to separate from Lot.  Greatare our oppor-
tunities ; great dlso are our responsibilities.
Let us clergy quit ourselves as true min-
isters of God, animated with the spirit of our
\
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| integrity of a chaste and holy

and /.«-uluus'f1vl'ﬂwdi\'invg!ur_v
and for the salvation of souls ; imitating St,
Paul, who counted all things loss that he
might gain Christ, and who became all
things to all men, that he might win souls
to God and heaven. We have a most mo-
mentous commission to fulfil, and on the
manner in which we shall discharge its
duties will depend the unutterable happi-
ness, or the endless misery of thousands
yet unborn. “The charity of Christ pres-
seth us,” and if we keep before our eves
the divine pattern of self-sacrifice and of
love for souls once shown us on the moun-
tain, we shall not fail to bring the bless-
ings of Leaven upon our labours, and to
make our ministry fruitful in the salvation
and sanctification of our people.  The great-
est and most unwearied labours in the work
of the holy ministry unless blessed and
of God will be bar-

fertilized by the grace
ren of results, and like the fruitless fig
tree, will but cumber the ground. “ Paul
may plant and Apollo water, hut it is
God who gives the increase, therefore
neither he who planteth is anything, nor
but God that giveth the

he that watereth,

increase.”  (1st Cor. iii. 6,7). The great-
est talents, the most brilliant gifts of genius,
the most ceaseless activity if not matured
and made fruitful by the two-fold love of
may, it is true,

holy vocation,

God and of our neighbor,
please and dazzle and win admiration,
but they avail nothing in the sight of God,
and are blighted by the curse of barrenness
as regards the salvation of souls, Hence,
in order to the vﬂicivntdisclmrge of the sub-
lime duties of the sacerdotal office, in order
to bring down upon our work the fertilizing
dews of Divine grace we must lean upon
God, without whom we can do nothing,
cither for our own personal sanctification
| ox for the salvation of our neighbor.  Thes:
I:ll‘t' old truths bhut ”.'('i\' cannot be too often
| repeated and dwelt upon.  Like the Apostles

who in the absence

[on the Sea of Galilee,
of their Lord fished all night long and
‘t':lnght nothing (it was only when lie was
| present that the miraculous draught of fishes
took ])I:l(’«-‘, g0 we ‘“fishers of men,” un-
[less united with God and animated by His
 holy spirit shall labour and toil in the Mas-
[ter's vineyard without any results fruit-
[ful in glory to God and in good to man.
| The love of God burning in the hearts of
his ministers, and the ““form of all justice
shining forth ™ in their lives like the light
of a transfiguration and clothing them in
its heavenly beauty—these are the load-
stones that draw souls from the rubbish
of worldly and sinful pleasures and attach-
ments, and attract them to holiness, and
to God who is their centre, and the home
and resting place of human hearts. We
say, therefore, to you, dear Reverend Clergy,
in the words of our beautiful Ordination
Service, “The TLord chose seventy-two,
and sent them two and two to preach that
in word and act He might teach the min-
isters of his Church that they ought to be
perfeet founded, that is in the power of the
two-fold love of God and of our neighbor.
Therefore in your conduet hold fast to the
life.  Under-
Imitate that

stand what it is that you do.
which in your hand you hold, so that cele-
brating the mystery of the Lord’s death
you may come even to the mortifying of
your own members from all vices and
concupiseence.  Let your teaching be the
healing medicine of God's people ; let the
odor of your life delight the Church of
Christ that by word and by example you
may build up the house which is the fam-
ily of God.” 1t is in this spirit we should
{live and labour and endeavor to build up
[ the Church of God in this new land; and
las an auspicious and powerful aid towards
| the {ulfillment of our task, we hail the pro-
| mulgation of the decrees of the First Pro-
| vineral Council of Toronto.  What then
lis a Provineial Council ? In the langnage
| of canonists, a Provineial council is the con-
[ gregation in Synod of the Bishops of some
one Provinee of the Chureh, ealled together
[by him who has the legitimate authority,
that is, by the Arehbishop or Metropolitan
of that Province, to which all those are
likewise called, who by richt or custom
possess the elaim to be called.
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| To the Archbishop belongs the vight of
| econvoking a Provineial Synod, of appoint-
ing a place in which it is to be held, and of
presiding over itsdeliberations.  Whilst the
other members of the Synod enjoy  the
deliberate voice, the Bishops alone pos-
sess the decisive voice. The object and
extent of synodal action are deseribed by
the Couneil of Trent as extending to ““the
regulation of morals and correction of
abuses, the settling of controversies and
such other purposes as are allowed by the
Sacred Canons.”  When the Bishops meet
to deliberate in synod, they begin their pro-
ceedings by invoking the light and aid of
the Holy Ghost, and to this end recite the
following beautiful prayer :

“We are here, O Lord, Holy Spirit; we

| of the Church.

(are here in Thy presence detained, it is
true, in the exceedingness of our sins, yet
specially gathered together in Thy name.,
Do Thou come unto us; do Thou be present
with us : do Thou vouchsafe to descend into
our hearts. Teach us what we must do;
show us the way in which we should walk :
work Thou the work we are to bring about
Do Thou suggest : do Thou accom
Jjudgments, who alone with the Father and
the Son, dost possess the glorious name ;
join us eflicaciously to Thy gift of grace,
alone, that we may be one in Thee, and
may in nothing swerve from the truth :
that being cathered together in Thy name,
we may in all things hold fast to Jjustice,
tempered with picty, so that here our judg-
ment may in nothing contend with Thee,
and hercafter we may obtain the eternal
reward for what we have well done. "

Two things our Blessed Lord has prom-
ised to ecclesiastical synods, provided they
be called together in His name, namely :
A Judicial power of binding and loosing,
and a divine assistance in their delibera-
tions.  Our Blessed Lord said to His apos-
tles, and through them to their SUCCESSOrs,
the Bishops of the Catholic Church :
“Amen, I say to you, whatsoever you shall
bind on earth shall be bound also in heaven,
and whatsoever you shall loseon carth shall
be loosed also in heaven.— Matt. xviii. 18.
Our Divine Redeemer also makes the fol-
lowing promise : ““ Again 1 say unto you,
that if two of you shall consent upon earth
concerning anything whatsoever they shall
ask, it shall be done to them by my Father
who is in heaven: for where twoor three are
gathered together in my name, there T am
in the midst of them.”—Matt. xvi. 19, 20.
These words have according to Catholic
tradition a special application to the Synods
Yet what mean the words
‘ gathered together in My name " ? Catholic
Bishops are gathered together in the name

plish our

(('(m\litntiun-'. wherehy we may aptly repair
[ whatever demands our cave —the whole ob-
Jeet and end at which we aim s none other
than that by these helps our minds may be
illuminated, our charity
hearts inflamed with loye
| the episcopal force and ardour in our own
[ souls may be more and more burning—that
[ by the authority of our deerecs g e rtain
new spirvit may be stirred within us to re-
duce the turbulent to order:
the pestilence of viees : to he
ual sickness, and to brine
[ beneath our

{ need.

to drive away
al ench spirit-
to the people

care whatever remedies the y
salutary labours of episcopal
councils.” Such is the scope and objeets of
Provineial Synods, and such the rich araces
of fervour, piety and holiness of life, which
they are intended and ealeulated to produce
and mature amongst clergy and laity.

We avail ourselves of this oce
est brethren, to call your speci
to certain duties and oblig
laws of God
to the faithful discharge of which wo
hort you with all possible earncstness.

Tur Dury or Svrrontixe e CrERGY.

The faithful are bound to supply the tem-
poral necessities of their pastors, by the
law of nature as well as by the positive
law of God, as contained both in the Old
and New Testaments. This obligation will
be evident when we consider the office and
duties of a pastor of souls. He is chosen by
a special voeation from God for the sublime
state of the holy priesthood, and “is ordained
for men inthe things that appertain to God,
that he may offer up gifts and sacrifices for
sins.”—(Hebrews, v. 1.) The priest is the
representative of Jesus Christ on carth.
‘ He that heareth you hearcthme, —Iuke
X. ., 16 v. He is the official public teacher
of Christ’s saving truths: *“ Gio teach all na-
tions, teaching them to observe gll things
whatsoever I have commanded vou."-—NMat-
thew xxviii. e., 16, 20 v. He is the ambas-
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ations which the

ex-

of Christ, when they assemble in Synod ac-
cording to the order preseribed by Christ
himself, namely : obedience to, and in
communion with Christ's Supreme Viear
upon earth. It is to St. Peter and his suc-
cessors that our Lord committed the charge
of His entire flock: i.c., Bishops, priests
and laity, when he said, * Feed my lambs,
feed my sheep.”—John xxi. chap. The
Pope is the rock-foundation on which the
Church is built, proof against the light-
ning and the tempest. It is the right
and prerogative of the Pope to confirm
his brethren in the faith, and to sanction
and give force to their legislative acts.
Hence the Vatican Council decrees that to
the Roman Pontiff belongs the full and su-
preme power of jurisdiction over the entire
Church, not merely in things that apper-
tain to faith and morals, but also in what

sador of Christ and the dispenser of is
mysteries ; he is the guardian of the body
and blood of Christ in the Fucharist. In
his annointed hands, as he stands at the
altar and repeats the words of conseeration,
the Son of God becomes, as it were, inear
nate, and offers Himself as a vietim of pro-
pitiation to His eternal Father for the sing
of men, and applies to immortal souls the
saving merits of the bloody sacrifice of Cal-
vary. The ministry of the Catholie priest is
linked with the dearest associations of
Catholic life. The priest baptizes the new
born infant, and thus makes it o child of
God, and an heir of heaven: he unfolds
to the young mind the mysteries of the
Kingdom of Heaven, and teaches it those
great truths that flame out like beacons of

concerns the diseipline and government of
the Church spread througheut the world.

It is for this reason, and in accordance
with canonical usage, the deerees of our
First Provincial Synod have been sent to
the Holy See for examination and confirma.-
tion. They have been returned stamped with
the sanction of this supreme authority, and
henceforward they have a binding power
and force over the whole ecclesiastical Pro-
vince of Ontario.

Uriniry oF Proviscian Syxops. |

The fact that the Church enjoing t,lu-l'
holding, at stated intervals, of Provincial
Synods is a sufticientevidence of their great
atility. In such solemn assemblies, holy
Bishops and zealous and experienced priests,
who are associated with them “as the chords
ofa lyre,” meet togetherto examine into the
state of religion 1n their respective diocese
and in the whole Feelesinstical Provined :
they consult together resarding the wants
of the Church: the state of ccclesiastical |
discipline ; the abuses that may exist ; the |
relaxation in morals that may have taken
place amongst the flocks committed to their
pastoral care. They deliberate as to the |
best means of ve tablishing or preserving 1
«-w]v.—;i:lsli(-:lldi.\'«'iplim-: ofremoving abug
of stimulating the picty and zeal of tl

S,
he J
clergy : of promoting the growth and prac- ‘
tice of Christian virtues amongst the laity, |
and they draw up such laws and regulations |
as in their judgment are best suited to for-
ward and advance the aforesaid
Surely there can be no doubt as to the 1m-
mense utility and  iaportance of ‘
Synods and the vast amount of good they |
are calculated to effect.  *“The whole order |
of the Synod,” says St. Charles Borromeo,
“exhibits the form of apostolic mission. For
whilst with mutual charity we confer on our
affairs and on what belongs to the ( ‘hurches ;
whilst we discuss the most chastened cultiva-
tion of the sacred offices : whilst we investi-
gate the discipline of both clergy and peo-
ple s whilst we inspeet the exceution of our
own decrees and visitations ; whilst we seb
before our eyes whatever things are found
to be defective in their mstitutions; whilst
we are consulting how best we may restore
them ; whilst under the authority of the
Holy Spirit we are intent on framing other

()]l.il'('t\', 1

such

| heavenly 1

| eternal happiness.

| the pains of illness, thepries

salvation on the darksome Jjourney of life ;
he causes the child to be enrolled, through
confirmation, amongst the soldicrs of Je
Christ, and thus equips him for warfare
against the enemies of salvation. When the
sinner comes heavy-laden with the burden
of guilt and of sorrow, which is ever its com-
panion, the priest of God receives him like
the Father of the Prodigal, foraives his sins
through the Sacrament of Penance, and
through this wondrous mystery of reconcili-
ation, restores him to the friendship of hig
“ather, and to the peace and pro-
tection and privileges of his Father's house,

But the priest not only takes up this pror
wounded traveller of life, whom he finds
robbed and wounded by the wayside of sin
and error ; he cares tenderly for him : he
pours the oil and wine of Christ's healing
merits into his wounded soul: he feeds him
with the bread of life—the body and blood
of Christ—and thus enables Iim to reach
the land of promise—the kingdom of God's
The priest comforts and
relieves the poor ; he consoles the altlicted
and sorrow stricken : he brings the peace of
Christ into familics torn by dissensions ; he
reconciles neighbors that were estranged ;
he admonishes and reproves tl
he encouiages the WHAVEring ; an
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the road that leads to heaven and to hap
piness.  And  when enters
homestead, when medical aid is impotent to

stay the ravages of disease,

sickness

and to assuac
t, the physician
of the soul, comes and ministers to the mind
’dis:‘u.\ml, heals the infirmities of the soul,
consoles and fortifies tho dying
with the Sacraments of Christ,
| him to death a coming from the will of
| God, and thus by hiis Christian ministrations
‘rlll.‘ll\m\ death a sacred and holy thing, and
[ the gate that opens into a happy eternity.,
When the poor ||u‘l", cold and lifeless, is
[ borne to the church, amid the tears of friend
and the sympathetic regrets of
the priest is there to offer up the holy sacri-
fice for the soul that is gone, to beseech for
it eternal rest and licht perpetual, and by
holy prayers and solemn benedictions to
commit the mortal remains to the guardian-
ship of the conseerated grave. Thus, from
the cradle to the grave, in our Joys and
sorrows, in the epochs thatimark the path-

8

lll'i;_(h]ml'h,

<‘ll|\ilh“|'~l. our |
of souls, and that |

|

way of our existence, with the dearcst ag-
sociations and the deepest interests of our
lives, the ministry of the Catholie priest is
most intimately connected and intertwined,
Aund in order that he may be free to devote
his time and labour, and expend his life in
the performance of these sublime duties and
divine ministrations, he ig forbidden to
marry, and binds himselfhy vow not to enter
into the married state, lost he should be
‘(r:nm:u-llwl by the cares and auxicties at-
tending it, and be prevented from giving his
whole time and care to the servico of God
and his peoy He is furthorore forbid-
den to follow any worldly business, trade,
or profession ; for ** no man, says St. Paul,
being a soldier of God., entangleth himself
with sceular business that he may please
hath engaged himself, (2

e

Him to whom he

[ Tim. ii., 4.)

and of His Church enjoin, and |

Now the priest is notan angel, but a man
having human wants and necessities, and
must be supported.  1is whole time is oc-
cupied with his duties to God and his flock.
It follows, therefore, from the very law of

| nature, that he is entitled to an honourable

support from his flock, and that those who
profit spiritually by his labours and minig-
trations are bound in justice to supply his
temporal necessities.

Hence, we find this obligation string
enforced by the direct authority
the old law. 1st.

mtly
of God in

He took the pricsts
from amongst the rest of the people and set
them apart by themselves,  2nd. They were
to have no share in the division of the pro-
mised land. 3rd. God promised that He
Himself would be their portion and inherit-
ance in the midst of the children of Isracl
(Num. xviii., 20.) He therefore ordained
various tributes to be given to them in His
own name.  These were tithes, orthe tenth
part of the yearly produce of eorn and
fruits, and also of oxen, sheep, &e.  4th,
He ordained, morcover, that the first fruits
of the substance of the people should be
offered to Him for the use and maintenance

of the |'I‘i1-?~|\' and levites.

This obligation remains in full force i the
new or Christian dispensation.  Our Lord
laid down the general principle that ¢ the
labourer is worthy of his hire,” (Luke X T
and Dbased the practical working of this
prineiple upon the mutual good will, confi-
dence and kindly relations which should
exist between the priest and the people, di-
reetingthe former to labour in the discharge
of his duties from a motive of disinterested
zeal, and the latter to minister to his tem-
poral wants from « principle of religious
generosity and gratitude. Henee, He said
to his apostles, ** Freely have you ree ived,
freely give.”  (Matthew x..” §). Into
whatsoever house you enter sy ‘ Peace
be to this house.” ~ And in the same house
remain eating and drinking, such things as
they have, for the labourer is worthy of hig
hire.”—(Luke x.) St. Paul in hig  first
epistle to  the Corinthians, explaing the
same system, pointing out on the one side
the obligation of the faithful to contribute
to the support of their pastors, and on the
other the zeal and disinterestedne with
which the ministers ofreligion should lahour
for the glory of God and the salvation and
sanctification of souls (see 1st to Corin-
thians ix., 7, 9, 10, 11, 12, 18, 14, verses
down to the 19th vers inclusive.) I nee,
the first Provincial Couneil of Toronto has
deereed as follows < Whereas it is of the
last importance that the ehureh and the
pastors of churches should 1o i urably
maintained, according to the eireumstanee:
of the time, and whe reas thi
is undoubtedly inewmbent on
ful, the Fathers deerce that i
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Council of Quebee, the faithful <l uld
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he fnithful

| always ready accordine to th ' means, to

build and vepair their churel
support their pastors, and tha
who ¢ IJ_I'H‘\ the labours and :~|vi"1‘l|::} gifts of
pastors, are bound in justi and
conscience to pay their dues (Deer tun xvii, )
Inasmuch as the means and ciream-
stances of missions, and of the faithful
widely vary, it is morally impossible to lay
down a un | ' ; ited to all.
Our venerable predecessor in 1857, and
again in 1861 ordained © that . ery family
residing within the limits of each mission
should pay to its s
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could have been made
of that period.  But the ey
[the present are
Then the great majority of our people were
new settlers, had not ‘their farms cleared
L and paid for, and were very straitened ag to
| means.  Now our people lave their farms
paid for and well cultivat d, and are prog-
perous and  happy. Then th,
living was oxtre mely low ; now it is eom-
paratively high,  Under these altered cir-
cumstances o new regulation for the hon-
ourable support of the pastor becomes a
necessity.
(CONTINUED IN QUR NEXT).
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