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THE MAN WITH A THEORY

A man with a theory is, if given to vol-
uble exposition of it, a first aid to conver-
sation. He may be a source of disquiet
to some of his neighbors, but to himself
he is a joy perennial, A few weeks ago
we listened to a man with a theory,
He is in love with this child of his
imagination and fondles and dandles it
with never ceasing delight. His
theory is that the religion of
the future shall be a blind of sweetness
and light. There is nothing definite
about it save that it is creedless and

pleasant to the taste No dogma shall
enslave the mind, and no priest shall
have any place in this religion; and all
men undisturbed by passion shall go
hand in hand along the road that leads
to nowhere. It did not occur to this
man with a theory that he was enunciat.
ing dogmas by the score. Neither did
it trouble him that the most of us prefer
theories served on facts. Aund it never

dawned upon him that propheey of this |

description is designated by the man in

the street as “Lot air,
PAY YOUR DERTS
The payment of debts is a very
serious as well as a necessary business,
It may mean retrenchment, but it must
be dene. Yet we have a suspicion that

some of us regard this matter as of

little consequence. We buy things that |

we do not want, merely to rival or to
outshine our neighbors. We crowd our
homes and bodies with all manner of
adornment, recking little of payment,
or relegating it to some far-off time,
And all the while the law of justice
presces. Reminders of our indebted-
ness are dismissed as lightly as an oft-
told tale. Webecome accustomed to debt

and adepts at avoiding the collector.

ac

But payment must be made sometime,
The debt is written in God's book
though we have erased it from our mem-

ory, And we pity ©

an who, with a

load of debt contracted through foolish- |

ness or negligence, goes up to the eternal

gates.

USELESS TALKI
We have no patience with the man

G

“with a grievance.” We neither weep

with him. We shun him

nor “resolute
a8 much as possible, because the indi-
vidual who has a real grievance and
talks about it incessantly is in the
kindergarten stage of manhood. The
grown-up man reserves his energy for
action. If all the whining and complain-
ing could be transmuted ioto clean-cut
business there wouid be fewer griev-
ar not talk. They
are not afirighted by resolutions.

When, however, they see union and

ances. Politicians fe

determination that refuse to be either
thwarted or conciliated by sweet words
and promises they are disposed to look
upon us in a serious manner. The weak
factor in any concerted movement is the
man whose source of energy dries up at
the mention of some coveted position.
One thing we have noticed is that some-

imes a storm of protest, strong and

Iriving, dwindles into a zephyr that has

iever a tone of menace. And the
reason is known to the initiated. The
vir, 80 vibrant erstwhile with clamor,
and pulsating with excitement, becomes
serene and balmy because the weak
factor is quieted with a job all for him
sell. All the while he was using his

fellows as a grindstone for his axe.

THY HOME CLUB

We have all sorts of clubs nowadays. |

Some are for athletes, others for total

ibstainers, and not a few for social pur-

woses, Used with moderation a club is

benef indulged in to excess it

makes for deterioration, A e¢lub, whose

atmosphere is surcharged with ambi

tion, noble thoughts and aspirations, is
stimulating and invigorating. But, un-
fortunutely, some clubs ecater only to
the card and billiard devotees. Now

| ions, but we are in

man and his community. A member of
tion. We mean that a club may be a

menace to the stability and happiness of
the home. When men pass all their spare

the festive billiard table or spinniog

political discussions, they are going to

destruction on the sands of clubdom. |

Their one hope of salvation is a resolu-
tion to re-enter s Home Society, which,
g0 far as we know, transcends in dig-
nity and importance any other club.,

ABOUT EMERSON

The famons Dana of the New Vork

Sun was unwearied in telling his readers |

that Goldwin Smith set down his
thoughts in English, undefiled, and
lueid, and strong. = Doubtless, indeed,
Dr. Smith was a deft artificer in words
and penved diction that had the seholar’s

reserve and dignity, We may, however,

be pardoned if we say that, with all due
deference to his ability, Dana's said ex-
cellencies were not visible to the ordin
ary eye. His views on current issues
and vital questions have been often
commented upon in the Recorn, We
have differed from him in many opin-

sord with him in

is estimate of Ralph Waldo Emerson.
Emerson is in the immortality built up
for him by the New Englander. Vener-
ated as a seer, he is sacro-sanct to all
who have any pretentions to culture,
But Goldwin Smith says that he can not
honestly say that I ever got much from
his writings. I can find no system: 1

find only aphorisms : an avalanche as it

| were of unconnected pebbles of thought,
some of them transparent, some trans-
lucent, some to me opaque. Carlyle in-
troduced Emerson to the British public
as one who brought new fire from the

empyrean. But the two men in genius

were leagues apart, and Carlyle at last
found the new fire a bore.

BUNGLERS

Some fathers and mothers are the sor-
riest of bunglers in the business of
home-making. Were one to tell them

this they would give vent to an indig

nant denial, and as proof of their par-
ental solicitude point to a well-ap-
pointed home and children eclad in
goodly raiment. But furniture and
clothes do not constitute a home—a
pretentious house may be as cheerless
as a wind-swept moor. But any place,
even if open to the rains and the cold,
may be a home as solid and as enduring
as the everlasting hills, For a home is
made by love : it is an artist using the
colours of the world beyond the spheres

to draw out the divine in the souls of

the children ; a creator of memories and

thoughts which instruct and safeguard :

an imitation of the little home of the

long ago which sheltered the purest of

mothers, who held in her arms the best
of Sons,

There are, fortunate

are well-springs of peace and happiness,
But in these there is no unceasing clat- |
ter about getting on in the world.
Energy and ambition can be developed

without adoration of the God of getting

on. We can play our role on the stage

f time without forgetting that of eter-

nity. But the trouble is that some

parents by word and example befoul

the springs of life withithe waters of

worldliness and drill their little ones

into believing that while eternity is

real, the present life is the one that de-

mands instant and incessant attention

I'his, in our opinion, is one of the factors

that is responsible for indifferentism,

IN OLD CHARGI

Not of recent date is the charge that

the Church cra

s human energy and

makes life joyless, Trath to say, rather

frayed at the edges is the accusation

which however strats unashamed ir

novel and essay. A little knowledge

| about the Church would serve as a de-

| v AN e a
and then a serious note is heard in the | terrent to V¢ rboseness and mushy

song of triviality, but as a rule it is con-
tent to live in low levels and to waste its
time and toil to no parpose. We have
no quarre! with amusement, but we
plead guilty to a feeling of wonder when |
we see young men fingering the cards
during the day. In ouropinion this is a |
mystery. We might understand it were
they but waiting for the summons of
death ; but that men who should be on | t0 teach the world at the behest of any-
the firing line, afire with enthusiasm | One who has dug out of his inner con-
filling up every minute with work, should
thus make a bid for failure passes our | heated imagination, she is opposed to
comprehension. And, perchance, some | human effort. These dealers in words
of those who are bartering the treasure
of youth for toys and rattles will grumble
when the world accepts them at their
own valuation, This wasting of time
means degeneracy. It weakens the | inary evils and cultivating the wild-

sentimentality in this matter. Becanse |
some old rake is prevented from paw-
ing over a soul, the Church 4s a kill |

i
f

gcionsness some wild eaprice of an over

are merely vietims of verbal mania.

They would not know how to use words
at all but for the Church which they
malign. Instead of moaning over imag-

homes which

)y.  And because another, who has
lashed through life with every brake
off, heedless of law and commandment, |
is told that the wages of sin is death ;
the Chureh is a menace to happiness, |

Beeause she will not give up her claims | thaas

| notie

with common-sense

| is opposed to the great wall of China.
1 Under her guidance, and oftimes with
| her help, her children have done
time at the club, they need instruetion | nearly all the work of which the |
as to their duty and responsibility. | world has reason to be proud, |
| When night after night they are around | There is no need to go into detail, for
}this work is of the warp and woof of
yarns, or perhaps, on the altitudes of | human history. But she desires :l”;

work to be brought by a right intention
into connection with our spiritual
life. Hence she wishes every achieve-
ment in science or art, in empire-build-
ing, to be of w:ll value, She insists
upon the paramount importance of the
spiritual issues of life, and true prosper-
ity is based on the truth of “seek ye
first the kingdom of God and His justice
and 21l these things shall be added unto
you." Because she is not heeded, the
pessimist writes acridly, and the many
adrift on the sea of opinion and specula-
tion are hopeless of anchoring in any
haven. Life for them is a mournful
enigma, They seek to place heaven up-
on earth, but their work comes tonaught.

Philanthropic plasters do not cure

social ills. And when t workers
for whom eternity is but a fiction, see
their toil rewarded with little fruit, and
contemplate the waywardness and in-
gratitude of the many, they are tempted
to rail at human pature and to exude
melancholy. The Chureh, however, is
the mother of cheerfulness and joy-

Within her pale every man can be an

optimist. In the days when the world
was guided by one shepherd men walked
hand in hand with happiness. They
knew neither the pessimism nor the
frenzied laughter of our generation
Life was not a thing of tears and groans’
Nor was it made for the bells and rattle
of the jester. Bat it was a prelude to
the greater life ; a battle in which one
could be victor; a many-sided prob-

lem which, difficult if you like, and be-

wildering, did not dismay those who

strove to solve it. And when the way

was dark they had the light of faith to

guide them. No man, buoyed up by the

hope of an imperis

1able erown, can
have any love for cheap cynicism and
maundering melancholy.
IS IT OUR FAULT
A subsc

our columns a length

yer wishes us to insert in

disquisition on
socialism as he sees it., We have read it
refully and without prejudice, and we
unot find any reason why we should

give it space. It is futile to laugh at
socialism, and it is pathetically foolish
to revile its exponents. They may be
wild and unkempt, and they may be as
accastomed to the graces of our civili-
zation as is our subseriber. Men and
women who are on the ragged edge of
starvation may not be able to relish a
joke at their expense. Wild and un-

kempt, they can suffer the pangs of

| hunger and of ¢»ld and wonder why they

have so little and our subseriber so

| much., We venture to say that the

gruesome humour of subseriber and his
kind has intensified the bhate and
ardour of those who work for
the ecivilization brimming over with
plenty and with never an ache for those
who enjoy it. It is but an air castle

for us, but to them it looms large and

enduring, with its every room flooded
with light, bathing all things in the
radiance of new conditions. And we
cannot blot it out with scorn and ridi
cule. We ecan, however, show that it is
not neessary. And how? Not by
pompous words ‘about human brother-
hood, but by action that makes men our
brothers. Not by dreaming and hug-
ging our ease and comforts, but by
sympathy and help to the poor men and
women and children whose feet are
bleeding from contact with the stanes of
life. If words,these empty flamboyant
phrases we hear from platforms, were of
value this world would blossom like a
rose. But how chary we are of action
We who follow the standard of the Lord,
13 we say, are strangely unlike Him in
our methods. We drug our consciences
and drift dead to our responsibilities
and opportunities. We hoard our money
as if we were not stewards of it. We
even take pride in the trash, and the
poor who would, if befriended, be mighty

intercessors in our behalf, are un- |

And we call them brethren
and regard them as outeasts. In our
opinion the growth of socialism is due
in some measure to the apathy and the
pagan don't eare policy of many Chris-

12,155,000 Catholies Under British
Flag

According to the Knglish Catholie
Directory for 1911, which has just ap
peared, the elergy of England, Seotland
and Wales now total 1302, an advance
of sixty-four on their number a twelve-
month ago. Of these, 1,544, or rather
more than a third, are regulars, and the
increase on last year's total is made up

“gR i
character, robbing it of decision and de- | eyed, tearful pose, they should eleartheir | o thirty regular and thirty-four secular

spoiling it of value as an asset to the

minds of eant, and talk in consonaunce

priests, The total numter of churches,

" ' "
I'ne Church is no ‘ chapels and stations in
a club may also give it too much atten- | more opposed to human effort than she | has risen by se

head of the “People of God ?"

their ecclesiastical
are 190 Sees, includ

to what particular denomination do they
al oues known as Vi

Is it not possible that

inst him by the provisior
uld be transferred te

lie population estim
000, contains 44 of t

What of the blessed Sisters of Charity

We make the unqualified assertion that
the Sisters of Charity carry more cheer,
more gunshine, more gladoness, more gen

to issue an explanation

1.000 000, has 31;

affections of mankind thando the siste

Another extraordit

' ARCHBISHOP Gl

me religious body wusible government

in these days of uj

MAY ENGLAND BE WON BACK

wre broad and liberal eno

bishop Glennoan, of St

universal peace amo

him say in one part «

Navy Journal of Wa

reporter, publishes a

nizance of his utterar

When shown that |

that he was misquoted

are o v blow as would have
“ Much eriticism ha

century lay largely in the North, and it
last Sunday morning. > i

Meantime the impetus of Chris
sontinued amongst the

misinformed as t

Then began the gn

He saw, however,

or to any soldier who 1
4 Chureh whieh could only be compared

willing to fight on eithe

better than a hired ass
* I did advoeate the |

domestic peace, indu:

“ I spoke in opposi
training the small be

1at such patriots are a

perpetration of ¢rim

dence of Go t i
loss of life, by perpet & § Godiln Ghis,

July and similar ce
delphia Standard an the North was coming back to Catholie
BIGOTRY AND INTOLERANCE

rest, were beginning

NARROW-MINDED PEOPLE

ually coming back to the Faith.

The following arti hey would find that

FREEBOOTERS
North County Times

ublished at Grant

with all the editor s VHICH RELIGION ; indeed, it has surprised him to find,
IICH RELIG

he population of that
“ Christian Science '

*We have another

Roman Catholie A

vance in the United

A where each day at 1 «
others think it car

nd with business
nous, and the peop
to wateh the sigos
lose sight of the ¢
an end to all thiss

Protestanticin in the

religious publica

could not be prove

than those of any «
Why this war on pe

ditor of the Bible

Advocate a revelat The ahove law will appear
ing him that his d
and every other de

| Isn't there at least
denominations may

t their religion as formerl

take place until March next

ianity was to prevail it must he

sther on the great dogmas
completed its work, it will then retire, 1 was that chosen hy the Provid

ver, is said of the resig

known to mankind and it will stand the

millennium shall

| are not a Catholie i
lived with and among
know them and their
all the prophetic bl
of bigotry and hate

selief, but we have
t them so long and

enets so well that

sional government, bu

principles of Uhri

God,” as it is used in the quoted pata- | which was nccorded, f
|

1685

CATHOLIC NOTES

It has been announced that the Rev,
David KRhys Morgan, 1 yrominet
Welsh son, was recently received
Church at the Franciscan
College, Oxford, England.

French Government has removed
he Freneh Consul at San Sebastian
ind states that it has

censure rench Consul at Passages
for having attended a Catholiec demon-

stratior

he fted wife of Dr. Godfrey
Raupert, whose books against *Spirit-
ism" and against *Freemasonry” have
done much good work for God and the
Chureh, ha ved her ishand in the
Catholie ecommunion, Fhelr son is a
Jesuit, but the woman held out against
becoming a Catholie unt w, says the
New York Freemar Journal

Sister Ste. Kuchere of the Congrega-
tion of Notre Dame, Montreal, was killed
while engaged in repairing the elevator
in the motherhouse of the order in Sher-
broke street, west She fell down the
hat v distance of O leet, S er Ste
Kuchere had charge of all the mechani-
1l machinery in the large buidling and

18 4 certified mec ical engineer.

Dr. Gly Whittle, of Liverpool,
rivi o recently before the
Divores Con ssion, said  he had

1estioned countless r women
vietin f habitua cruelty-—as  to
whether they would avail themselves of
divorce, if the could get it I'he
answers  had  bee most  impressive

Protestants said “Yeo" Catholies said

I'he New York State Historieal Asso-
ciation has appointed a committee of
five t ecure from the State of New

York, by lease or gift, an island in Lake
George to be renamed Isle du St, Sacra-
ment ar

d to ptace on it a memorial in
stone or brovze to Father lsaac Jogues,
who was the first white man to cross its
waters, and who gave it the name of Lae
du St, Sacrament.

The Duke of Nortolk has presented
Kirkedge orphanage, Sheflield, to the
Catholiec Church for the purpose of a
wvent When the place has been
altered it will be oceupied by pruus of
Carmelite order, one of the strictest
orders of the Catholiec Church. Kirk-
» was originally built for an orphan-
for the Catholic Chureh, but the in-
tention was not carried out.

Miss Helena T, Goessman, a daughter
of the late Professor Goessman, of Am-
berst Coliege, has been appointed to a
chair in | lish in that well-known col-

lege Goessman is a Catholie
woman of fine literary tastes and was
educated by the ladic f the Sacred
tHeart at } huy Convent, the Alma

Mater also of that gifted Catholie poet,
Louise Imogen Guiney.

Lawrence Woo, trained as a catechist
in Canton, China, is now a zealous assist-
ant to Father Monatar in his work
among the Chine of New York City.
Mr. Woo went to Boston recently, where
there are between sixty and eighty

Catholics, and while there he gaw
them, in their own tongue, more accur
ate information, so as to strengthen
them in their faith,

A unigque ceremony took place re-
cently in the convent of the Poor
Cla

s Colettines, Chicago, when Miss.
Mary Kemper, daughter of a wealthy
family of the city, was invested with
the habit of this strict Order. Only
half a year ago her sister Cecilia, s
graduate of the Chicago Musieal Con-
ervatory, § 1 in the
same convent. The ceremony of in-
vestiture  was performed by their
brother, Rev. H. M. Kemper, who was
ordained a short time ago.

1 her novitis

Thirty-two adults, most of them econ-
verts from non- Catholie denominations,
were conflrmed by Bishop Hiekey in the
Cathedral of Rochester on the Feast of
the Immaculate Conception. The class

had been under instruetion by Rev,
Vo O'Hern, a graduate of the
Apostolie Mission House, class of 1907,
who has been, during the past three
months, lecturing on Christian  Doe
trine at the Cathedral every Monday,
Wednesday and Friday evening ]
Cardinal Logue in an address deliv-
ered at Armagh recently, ittered] a
very important, but little thought of
ith, when he gaid that no heresy ever
tarted in Ireland. The preservation of
Lin that country is indeed re

wrkable; but one may easily ace

for it when he considers that Ir

rchased her faith dearly She knoy

s value, for it has been her only ¢

ation  durir seven  centuries  of
ersecution. Perhaps some other Catl
lic lands would appreciate the bless
ng of faith if they ere made to pay

F 1L 10 the same way

The Kvangelical 1
rial  Association, of P
1ty

eran  Minis
burg, ruled
t Talt, made
recently by Rev, R M. Smith, of Washir
ton, I’

\ppointe

1 attack or

P'resic

because the Presidential

of the Chief Justiceship is

member of the Catholie faith., As s

as Rev. Dr, Smith's motion was made
half a dozen ministers rose in protest of
any such action.  While the controversy
was at its greatest height the presiding
officer ruled that the matter was *not
worthy of discussion,” and that it w

not the proper time nor place for pass
ing such a resolution,

The Redmond family, t vhich the
Irish leader, John Redmond, bhelongs
has had a distinetion almost unparalleled
in  parliamentary histor Williar
her Redmond, who 15 selected for
presentation of Fast Tyrone,

constitueney, is the son of

lendd of the Irish party. e bears the
y grandfather who for many

ear Y resented Wexford parlia

me \Iready members of o family
f hree generations have sat 1

wnd for their
exford—namely, John Redmond,
his brother, William Redmond, t}
father and their great-uncle,

”."—




