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The Chinese
Mission
Problem.

(By a Regular Contributor.);

It is not the political, or interna
tional Chinese problem to which we 
now refer, but rather the religious 
one. A lengthy article has been go
ing the rounds of the Catholic press, 
under the heading "The Future of 
the Faith in the Far-off Celestial 
Empire." It presents two sides of 
the question, the pessimistic and op
timistic one; but it leaves us with
out any conclusion. It ends where it 
commenced with the assertion that 
the situation regarding the future of 
Christianity in China is problematic
al. The opening sentence of the art
icle reads thus:— »

"Events of the past few years in 
China have been of such a character 
as to make general the belief that 
it is hopeless to attempt to plant 

„the Catholic faith in the Celestial 
Empire."

The closing paragraph says:— '

"It would be a fatal mistake to 
give up missionary work in China 
Just at this time. The outlook now 
is brighter than in many years be
fore. An awakening of the race may 
be looked for; the future holds per
haps great things in store for the 
people of the Celestial Empire."

Between these two we are treated 
to several reasons why China can 
never be expected to become a Chris
tianized nation, followed by some 
very strong statements in support 
of the contention that it must even 
tually be Christianized. The lattei 
contention is set forth in the words 
of Rev. Maurice Watson, O.P., a 
Chinese missionary, who writes on 
"China and the Faith" to the Illus
trated Catholic Missions of London.
Jn J>BTt he says:—

"God does nothing, permits noth 
lag without a reason. That such 
an ancient, highly cultivated people 
(the Chinese), that such an immense 
nation, forming one-fifth of the in
habitants of the globe, should have 
been destined by Him to live and die 
In complete isolation, should have 
been designed merely to cultivate 
and, if I may so speak, to keep 
warm, one of the most favored parts 
of the earth until the ÿounger na- 

/tions of the West were ready to 
seize upon it and make their nests 
there—does not easily commend it- 
■elf as a credible view of the Divine 
government of the world. The Chi
nese are worthy of a better destiny, 
and this one fact of their preserva
tion, nay increase, amid all the vi
cissitudes and changes of time, 
which have seen so many nations 
rise, flourish their little day and 
cease to be, is itself something which 
should make us pause. We can not ' 
believe they have been singled out 
for nothing. They have a destiny 
yet to be accomplished, and if so. the 
knowledge of Christian truth must 
be a part of it. So without any pre 
tense of being a prophet, I may 
state my full belief in the future oi 
the Chinese race and their convex 
■ion to Christ."

This is plain talk from one with 
practical experience of missionary 
work in China. For a moment we 
turn to the other side of the picture 
as it -is presented in the article in 
question.

The obstacles mentioned as being 
opposed to the advancement of 
Christianity in China, are the pride 
of the Chinese and their dread of 
missionaries. Their pride is a na
tional one. based upon their great 
Antiquity, their ancient literature, 
their ages of civilization — such as 
they recognize civilization to be — 
and their contempt for the stranger,
.whom they look upon as a barba
rian. This pride also takes root in 
their faith in Confucius, of whose 
maxims they consider those of Chris
tianity, to be mere imitations. Then 
■their dread of the missionaries con
sists in the fact that they look up
on these preachers of Christianity as 
the envoys, the scouts, the advance- 
gfuard^of the great western Powers, 
whom they dread and whom they be- 
\feve9o be their deadly enemies, ever 
animated with an ambition to seize 
upon their country and to drive them 
into slavery, or at least a state of 
dependence. These are the obstacles 
that we are told will prevent China 
from ever being Christianized. The 
persons who hold this view advise 
the abandonment of missionary work 
in China, and the writer of this art
icle, which is receiving such an am
ount of prominence in Catholic pa 
pers, does not appear to be eur- 
|n*ieed at such a suggestion.

We need not occupy much space in
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mandate from Christ, and that He 
promised to be with her unto the end 
of time. He gave to the Apostles 
and their successors the mission to 
go forth and to teach all nations, 
(Chinese included), and He assured 
them that the Gates of Hell should 
not prevail against the Church. The 
ultimate end He has told us of His 
religion, on earth, is to bring all 
into the one fold, so that finally 
there will be only one flock and one 
shepherd. He did not exclude 
China. If we have faith in Christ 
... must believe that such is to be 
the ultimate result of the Church’s 
mission on earth. If, then, we have 
a real faith in Christ; if we acknow
ledge His Divinity; if we are believers 
that His promise will be fulfilled 
that all the world will yet come in
to His fold; then we have no right 
to suppose for a moment that China 
and her millions will not at some 
time belong to that same fold. 

Obstacles count for nothing as far !
ns the Church is concerned. She has !
time, she has long centuries at her 
disposal. She is not of yesterday, 
nor will the morrow ever dawn when 
she will be no more. No doubt China 
presents gigantic obstacles to the 
advancement of Christianity within 
the Celestial Empire; but these are 
no greater than they were half a 
century ago, and behold the wonder
ful progress of Christianity in that 
time amongst the Chinese. We have
faith in Christ, in His Church, in the
future; and we know, even as we
know that He promised the ultimate 
triumph of His Church in the,entire 
world, that China must eventually 
become Christian. Onward, then, 
with the missions.

NEGRO MUSIC.
(By An Occasional Contributor.)

Aomitienting on this issue; suffice to 
CU~*> that the Church received her

Some time ago a Dominican Fa
ther, Rev. F. Coleman, gave a num
ber of most interesting lectures in 
Canada, on ancient Irish music. In 
one of them he pointed out how we 

■ had lost a good portion of Ireland’s 
best music, and that were'it not for 
Moore's words and Stephenson’s 
airs, we would have no idea at all 
of the music of the "Land of Song," 
It lias frequently flashed upon me, 
as I have hoard sung or played those 
soul-touching negro melodies of the 
South, that they are the expression 
of a people steeped in slavery, and 
not the music of the race as it was 
to be foiind on the Dark Continent, 
before Whiteman’s civilization came 
to enslave the negro and to break 
the heart of that people. I never 
heard any one give expression 1.0 the 
same thought until the other day, I 
came upon an article by Mrs. Jean
nette Robinson Murphy, one of the 
foremost negro folklorists of the 
age. In the "Independent" of July 
23rd, this lady tells a peculiar story 
about the real negro music. Amongst 
other things she says:—

“The xoId aunties say that these 
songs are so ‘filled wid de Holy 
Sperit’ that they forget they are 
working if they just keep singing all 
the time. No Southerner ever doubts 
the truth of this statement.

"It is quite the fashion among 
learned Northern men to call this im
ported African music ‘the only folk 
music of America.’ • Why should we 
not with equal justice call the trans
planted Scotch, Irish, and the music 
of other races our American music?

"These melodies certainly were 
brought by the negroes from the 
Dark Continent along with the cus
toms mad traditions and sickening 
voodooism which are surviving here 
to-day.

"To the majority of people the 
mention of a ne gro song brings up 
instantly visions of ‘I want yer, ma 
honey,’ or ‘Alabama Coon,’ or even 
the lovely ‘Suwannee River’ and 
‘Old Kentucky Home’—all written by 
white people who are not so con- ; 
structed mentally as to be able to 
write a genuine negro song."

This last paragraph so closely fit
ted in to what had been my impres

sion that I grew anxious to know 
what this lady, who is clearly fami
liar with the subject, considered to 
be the real music and songs of that 
peculiar race. I, therefore, read on, 
and came upon these surprising dis
tinctions;—

"The negro by some mysterious 
power does not take a breath at the 
end of & line or verse, but carries 
over his breath from line to line and 
from verse to verse at the imminent 
risk of bursting a blood-vessel. He 
holds on to one note till he has a 
firm hold of the next one, and then 
besides he turns every monosyllabic 
word into two syllables and places 
the accent where it does not belong, 
on the last half of the word . . .

"Negroes all seem to know by the 
most wonderful instinct every ‘spiri
tual’ which was ever born. Let a 
Colored stranger from Kentucky go 
to a Louisiana church and begin to 
sing a new song; none of those pre
sent may ever have heard his songi 
and yet in a few moments they are 
all singing and patting it like mad, 
and the most singular, inexplicable 
thing about it is that each member 
of the congregation seems to know 
almost to a man as quickly as the 
singer himself exactly what words 
he is going to sing. No ‘lining out’ 
is ever practised in their singing; on
ly with the ‘hymn-book hymns’ is 
this quaint custom followed. They 
surely must have some occult tele
pathy among them, for they never 
make mistakes—viz., some singing 
one verse and some another.

"It is often stated that there is a 
continuous note of sadness running 
through all the negro music, and 
that the songs are usually in minor 
keys. I should say, on the contrary, 
that the majority of them are in the 
major keys, and that there is a ring 
of jollity, wild abandon, and univer
sal happiness in most of them. There 
are doleful passages occurring occa
sionally, and some sad minor songs, 
but even in these there is pretty apt 
to be a change into the major key 
before the hymn is finished."

In conclusion Mrs. Murphy says, 
that if the negro could be trained 
along his natural lines, and his race 
blood kept perfectly pure, there 
would come some day from this peo
ple one of the greatest orators, one 
of the greatest actors, one of the 
greatest romance writers, and surely 
the very greatest musician who ever 
lived. Of this last statement we 
seem to have had an example in the 
once famous "Blind Tom." Had that 
man not been blind, and had he not 
been an idiot—in a certain degree— 
but an educated, well-trained man, 
there is no possibility of imagining 
the marvels of music that he would 
not have creat?d. The trouble though, 
is to keep their race blood pure and 
to train them along the natural 
lines thus mentioned. I am not pre
pared to devise a pian, but certainly 
it is not by enslaving, persecuting, 
brutalizing, them, and then lynching 
them for being that which we have 
made them.
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LESSONS OF LIFE.

A strange and sad case of belated 
good fortune is that of Mrs. Hono- 
rotta Marshall, of Webster, Mass., 
who after a life of many changes 
from wealth to comparative poverty, 
falls heiress, at the age of one hun
dred and five, to $10,000. She has 
been for some years an inmate of the 
Worcester Insane Asylum, and prob
ably could not even grasp the fact 
of her bettered condition. Her long 
life began in Poland, where once she 
was a rich landholder. Simultaneous
ly with the publication of this extra
ordinary case, we note the sudden 
death of George M. Guild, the well- 
known piano manufacturer. For the 
last twelve years of hi6 life he der 
voted himself to the perfection of a 
mechanism known to the musical 
world as the "American action" for 
pianos. After many disappointments 
the tests were successful, the patent 
papers were issued a few weeks ago, 
and the first royalties from his in
vention arrived on the day of his 
death. There is an obvious moral in 
these two incidents—so obvious, in
deed, that every reader will sadly 
draw it (pr himself. It is the sim
plest self-interest, to put it on no 
higher plane, to strive for the things
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tary, 931 St. Denis street; James 
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Financial Secretary, 1000 St. Denis 
street.

Is the Original and the Beat.
^ PREffilUlW givsc "or the empty bit

returned to oar Office.

IO 6LEURY St., Montreal

O.M*.B.A. OF CANADA, BRANCH 
26.—(Organized, I8fch November, 
1873.—Branch 26 meets at St. 
Patrick’s Hall, 92 St. Alexander 
St., on every Monday of each 
month. The regular meetings for 
the transaction of business are 
held on the 2nd and 4th Mondays 
of each month, at 8 p.m. Spiritual 
Adviser, Rev. M. Callaghan; Chan
cellor, F.J. Sears; President, P.J. 
Darcey; Rec.-Sec., P. J. McDonagh; 
Fin.-Secretary, Jas. J. Costigan; 
Treasurer, J, H. Feeley, Jr.; Medi
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E. J. O'Connof and G, H, Merrill.
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NOTES
AN ORANGEMAN’S 

cently Mr. William G a 
6ale merchant ot this 
visit to Ireland, and < 
he gave expression to 
cerning the situation 
Land. In the "Daily t 
81st of August, he tel 
thinks regarding the fu 
of the country under tl 
lation. Mr. Galbraith 
pains to have it known 
not for a moment app 
guise of a firebrand c 
To all who are unacq-u 
the gentleman this asst 
be unnecessary, for 
while indicating strong 
judices are far more ca 
tional, from a politica 
than might have been e 
him. And to all who 1 
a leading spirit in Ci 
angism, certainly the qi 
sage as to his spirit in 
ters would not be nee< 
then, evident that he wi 
a little credit for himse 
posing as an unprejudii 
and by heaping on the 
Justin McCarthy aught 
to say against the Cath 
and to appear as a mo 
observer. We are exceedi 
to find, by what this ge 
said, that there are stroi 
a united Ireland—even v 
Rule granted to-morrow, 
with the Land Bill and 
ing its effects Mr. Galbri 
use of some very signifi 
uage; the more so when 
the source whence it conn 
tor example, (as reportée 
"Witness”) :—

"Mark, he will not adm 
measure will bring in the 
but he thinks that if opp 
taken by the hand, if the 
west are as alert as the 
take advantage of what t 
gives and means, then we 
tor a regenerated Ireland.

And in closing the repor 
ness” again says:—

"Could all sections unit 
promotion of the industrii 
ity of the country it wou 
happy change. At the si 
he looked forward to the 
oi the land bill with muc] 
good.”

To say the least, these t 
convey the idea of a poss 
the Land Bill doing great 
oi Ireland’s future being s 
year ago we doubt if Mr! 
would have admitted anyt) 
hind. Now comes sometni 
“ore significant. He is me 
in the report;—

''In Ulster while there wi 
tion to the measure at fi 
•aapicion as to the ulterio 
you had in Ulster shrewd i 
«t once prepared to take i 
“I the provisions ol the 
And this was like Ulster 
counted lor her prosperity. 
°yal to British connect! 

would fight to the last 
maintain it; at the same t 
**a practical, and she tool 
“«« oi every opportunity < 
nient.”

Exactly; and may we nc 
ally and logically conclud 

™8 that Ulster, the Protest 
y®y Orange section or Irelan 
opposed the measure for a 
®®»al reason, and accepted 
oeneoted by it tor a practice

Ctneda. ' and

- - .... a practice 
War on. will do exactly th 
u“g m regard to the ma 

Buie? Ulster wir 
?””th and nail; Ulster ii


